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PREFACE. 



It may at first sight appefr a work of supererogation to add 
another life of Nelson to the many biographies of the hero akeady 
before the public ; but that it is not altogether so, the author trusts 
the following unpretending pages will show. 

The publication of Lord Nelson's letters and despatches by IJM 
late indefatigable author, Sir Nicholas Harris Nicolas, left, it is true, 
nothing newer important to be adduced. If Sir Harris Nioolas's work, 
in seven large and expensive volumes, could find its wc^ everywhere, 
there would be no need of any other life of Nelson. The letters of 
the hero given in that work most £uthfully pourtray his character, 
and admirably show his imdiminished energy, his vast mental re^ 
sources, and fervent love of country up to the last hour of his exist- 
ence. There is nothing wanting but an attentive perusal of Sir 
Xlanis Nicolas's seven vommes to make the reader perfectly cognizant 
of all that is essential for a just estimate of the hero's character. 

The publication of Mr. Pettigrew's life of Nelson, which imme- 
diately followed Sir Harris's work, was not only a superfluity, it was 
infinitely woree. After the battle of the NUe, scarcely a line — a 
note — a scrap of paper bearing Nelson's writing upon it was lost 
sight of. Everything relating to him was carefully treasured up. 
Letters to his wife, Yna fitther, brothers, shipmates, friends — every- 
body, no matter what the subject, were jealously hoarded, and such 
was the enthusiasm of the world respecting the hero of Tra^gar 
after his glorious death, that scarcely anytmng, however crude and 
ill-considered, has been kept back. Letters vmtten in his most un- 
guarded momeiits, and under the seal of unbounded confidence, 
have been recklessly torn from their hiding-places to gratify the 
cupidity of their grovelling holders, and the morbid taste of thought- 
less readers. Absurd poetry, which Nelson's hand is supposed 
to have penned, has been not simply made pubUc, but presented 
to the world in fac simile/ But not only has Mr. rettigrew 
done thus much (with a good intention, possibly, but with the most 
damnatory efiect upon Nelson's &me), he has endeavoured to stamp 
his memory with imeany, by all^;ing that a ladv whom Lord Nelsou 
adopted as his daughter was his lordship's child by Lady Hamilton ! 
An assertion more injurious to Nelson's character, or more inimiod 
to the iunocent lady whose origin is thus doubly covered with 
shame, was never advanced by his most inveterate enemy. The 
whole ran^ of his lordship's letters and actions give the flattest 
contradiction to the unauthorized assumption. 

The object of this little work, however, is chiefiy to place Nelson's 
imparalleled achievements upon the ocean before the world in the 
cheapest possible form — ^to spread the recital of his heroic daedsw 
amoDg the mUlion. The details of his hom^ >M«ek\ieea ^^xc^fiR*Sc5 
excluded— the public have no right to pry too ^"^e^"^ Vcl\» "Cq» ^assass.- 
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tuary of private life, still less to seek to gratify their curiosity by 
resorting to unworthy means, and strictly confidential communica- 
tions, which probably only half divulge the facts to which they have 
reference. 

How differently has the great Wellington been treated ! His 
despatches were given to the world# together with such letters as 
he considered the world had a right to be acquainted with. Nothing 
that had not undergone careful supervision was allowed to appear, 
and very properly. A public man, equally with one in an humble 
station, has the privilege of expressing his private feelings to his 
friends, and to imburthen his heart of its inmost hopes and fears ; 
and such expressions have a right to be held sacred. Had that 
course been adopted with Nelson's letters, how dififerently would he 
have appeared in some of his private relations ! 

Simple-hearted, affectionate, and confiding, he know not what 
it was to use disguise. Shame, then, be upon those who have 
availed themselves of his want of art, and wlio have based upon 
imguarded expressions, sentiments and effusions of friendship, a 
foiu structiu'e ! The author had the good-fortune tq be honoured 
with the acquaintance of Nelson's favourite captain — the late Sir 
Thomas Hardy, G.C.B. He has also been m correspondence, 
in personal conference, and in daily intercourse with some of 
Nelson's oldest followers, as well as with those who have studied 
his history carefully, and he can with safety declare that he has 
rarely heard Nelson's name mentioned by them unaccompanied 
by a feehng on their part bordering on adoration. Sir Thomas 
Hardy never left his nome for a day without taking with him 
a smtul picture of his departed Mend ; and to the last moment of 
his existence, cherished for Nelson unaltered affection and venera- 
tion. But had Nelson been that which Mr. Pettigrew supposes, 
nay, asserts him to have been. Sir Thomas Hardy, whose morality 
was akin to his justice, could never have loved him as he did. 

The hero sleeps ! and beside him rests the venerated soldier ! 
What Nelson was to the navy, Wellington was to the army. The 
salvation of their country was the darUng object of both. The one 
died in the arms of victory, the other lived to reap the honours and 
grateful rewards of his redeemed country. What Nelson effected 
at Trafiilgar upon the ocean, Wellington achieved on land at 
Waterloo. The annihilation of the enemy's fleets established our 
supreme rule on the seas ; while Wellington subdued the enemy on 
shore. As they were equally great in their respective ^heres, so 
let them be alike honoured by me present and future generations ; 
and when Wellington's name is the subject of admiration^ let not 
Nelson's bo forgotten ! 

Royal Hospital, Greenwich, 
December, 1852. 
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LIFE OF LORD NELSON. 



CHAPTER I. 



1758—1783. 



The little picturesque village of Bamham Thorpe, a 
few miles removed from the sea-coast and humble port 
of Wells, in the county of Norfolk, claims the high 
honour of having been the birth-place of the greatest 
naval commander this coimtry or the world ever saw. 
An emaciated man, of small stature, and apparently un- 
endued with physical power to withstand a gust of wind, 
he proved himself a giant in every essentia point, and 
evinced powers of endurance rarely surpassed by the 
most athletic. There cannot be a more convincing proof 
of the superiority of mind over body, than that whidi 
Nelson presented in his own person. 

On Michaelmas dav, 1758, in the unpretending par- 
sonage-house of Bumham, Nelson first beheld the light. 
His father, the Eev. Edmund Nelson, had held the rectory 
of Bumham nearly fifty vears. The maiden name of hiB 
mother was Suckling: her grandmother was an elder 
sister of Sir Robert W'alpole, and Horatio was named 
after his godfather, the first Lord Walpole. Horatio 
made the sixth child. 

Nine years after the birth of our hero, his mother 
died, leaving eight children. Captain Maurice Suckling, 
the maternal uncle of our hero, on the death of Mrs. 
Nelson, offered to take one of the boys under his care, 
and Horatio became his uncle's proUgL He was forth- 
with sent to the High School at Norwich, from which he 
was removed to a school at North Walsham. On one 
occasion, during the winter holidays, Horatio and his 



2 LIFE OF LORD NELSON. [1770. 

brother William set off on horseback to return to school ; 
but there having been a fall of snow, William, the elder 
brother,* thinking the snow too deep, and, perhaps, not 
very desirous to leave home, refused to proceed. On the 
return of the boys, their father did not insist upon their 
venturing at all hazards, but desired them to make an- 
other attempt, adding, " I shall leave it to your honour." 
Although the snow was sufficiently deep, and the road 
bad enough to have warranted their turning back a second 
time, Horatio persisted in advancing. The words " I will 
leave it to your honour," rang in his ears, and no induce- 
ment on the part of his brother could shake his resolu- 
tion. On another occasion, the embryo hero is reported 
to have robbed his schoolmaster's pear-tree, because . no 
one else was bold enough to attempt it. 

His educational course, however, was cut short by an 
unexpected event. In 1770, a conflict with Spain threat- 
ened, and Captain Suckling, being one of the most distin- 
guished officers of his standing in the navy, was appointed 
to command the 64-gun ship Kaisonable,t fitting for com- 
mission at Chatham. Burning with irrepressible ardour 
for naval glory, or possibly anxious, like other boys, to be 
freed from scholastic trainmels, Horatio petitioned his 
father to allow him to go to join his uncle. With the 
blunt good-nature which characterizes the profession of a 
sailor. Captain Suckling wrote in reply to his brother- 
in-law's request to be allowed to send the boy to his 
ship, — " What has poor Horatio done, who is so weak, 

* Among the "Nelson Papers" are the following memoranda, 
apparently in the writing of N^elson's father : — " Edmund Nelson, 
"bom at East Bradenham, March 19, 1722-3. Catherine Suckling, 
bom at Barsham, May 9, 1725. Edmimd Nelson and Catherine 
Suckling married at Beocles, May 11, 1749. Their Issue : — Edmimd, 
bom April 6, 1750 (died August, 1752). Horatio, bom July 28, 
1751 (died November 15, 1751). Maurice, bom May 24, 1753. 
Susanna^ bom June 12, 1755. William, bom April 20, 1757. 
HORATIO, bom September 29, 1758. Ann, bom September 20, 
1760 (died April 15, 1783). Edmund, June 4, 17^2 (died De- 
cember 11, 1790). Suckling, bom January 5, 1764. George, bom 
September 13, 1765 (died March 21, 1766). Cfatherine, bom 
March 19, 1767."--Nicola8's Letters and Despatches, vol. i. p. 18. 

+ This ship was captured from the French on the 29th May, 1758, 
and purchased into the navy, where she was named improperly 
Jtai^rtiiabl$,—rmiiher Frenoh nor English. 
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&at lie abore all the rest should be sent to rough it at 
sea P Bat let him come," he added, " and the first time 
that we go into action, a cannon-ball may knock off his 
head, and j^rovide for him at once." This not yery com- 
forting invitation was instantly accepted ; and we may 
picture to onrselves the " weak and sickly boy," ncrf; yet 
twelve years of age, on a fine but cold spring morning, 
parting fixnn his brother, to whom he was tenderly attached, 
quitting his school at North Walsham, and proceeding 
alone to that modem Babel — ^London. That natund 
paternal anxiety which is in niost instances manifested 
on such occasions, appears in the case of our hero to have 
been wanting. His rather, however, was at Bath for the 
recovery of his health, and being in very straitened cir- 
cumstances, was unable to take the active part he might 
otherwise have adopted with reference to his son's d4S%U, 
Horatio Nelson, young and inexperienced as he was, 
managed, however, to find his own way to Chatham. 
It was undoubtedly putting the fortitude of the boy to a 
severe and early tefft. On entering the bustling streets 
of London, unknowing and unknown, what an indescrib- 
able feeling of desolation must the sirange country lad 
have experienced ! 

Chance threw an acquaintance in his way, and at len^^, 
after much difficulty, ne reached Chatham. He repaired 
on board the ship, but no Captain Suckling, nor any one 
else whom he knew, was there to welcome him. He 
paced the cold deck the whole day, no one appearing to 
know or care for him. The next day, however, our h«x) 
succeeded in finding his uncle, and was forthwith entered 
upon the books of tne ship as a midshipman. 

Every biographer of Nelson has recorded the anecdote 
that when a mere child he was scolded by his grand- 
mother, for absentmg himself tei unusual time from his 
home. " I wonder, child," said the old lady, " that hunger 
and fear did not drive you home." " Fear," he replied, 
— " I never saw fear, — ^what is it P" If, however, the poor 
deserted boy had been asked what " hunger" meant when 
paciog the Keck of the Baisonable, he would probably 
not have expressed his ignorance of it. This circumstance 
may be easily accounted for ; nor did it reflect discredit 
upon any one in particular, as the ship, not having been 
long commissioned had probably few or no officers belong- 

B 2 
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ing to her. The fault rested in the neglect of young 
Nelson's Mends, in not apprising Captain Suckling of the 
boy's coming. 

The Spanish disturbances being quieted, the Baison- 
able was put out of commission, and Captain Suckling 
transferred to the Triumph, stationary guardship in 
the Thames. A life so inactive was ill calculated to in- 
crease our hero's professional knowledge, and in June 
next year (1771), it being a period of profound peace, 
his uncle allowed him to make a voyage in a merchant- 
ship to the West Indies. The ship was commanded by 
Mr. John Bathbone, who had formerly served as a mas- 
ter's mate in the Dreadnought, under Captain Suckling. 
The rough life of a West Indiaman, one would have 
thought sufficient to cure the nautical prepossessions of 
our hero, for under the most favourable circumstances it 
has ever been one of hardship, calculated to dishearten 
the boldest. But Nelson, with the genuine spirit of a 
sailor, appears to have entered into his new service heart 
and soul. He at once imbibed the principle contained in 
the 'fore-the-mast proverb, — " Aft the more honour, for- 
ward the better man ;" and on his return to the Triumph 
from the voyage, he was found to entertain a strong dis- 
like to the naval service. He had learned, as he thought, 
to be a sailor, and was too proud of his acquirement to 
be willing to sink them in the character of an officer. 
Captain Suckling, however, quickly removed his nephew's 
ill-founded objections, and by giving him constant em- 
ployment in charge of a decked s&uing boat, in which 
he made himself acquainted with the Tnames and Swin 
pilotage, he soon reconciled Nelson to the service he was 
doomeid to raise to the highest pinnacle of renown. 

The emulative spirit and restless desire to be in action 
was not long without receiving legitimate occupation. 
An Arctic expedition was projected. The attempt to solve 
the problem, and effect the north-west passage, which has 
80 long foiled the most vigorous and scientific efforts of 
enterprising men, was then about to be made under the 
direction of Captains Constantine John Phipps and Skef- 
finffton Lutwidge. The ships engaged were the Eacehorse 
and Carcass, and although no boys were allowed to enter 
for the service, young Nelson managed to get aj>pointed 
to tiie latter ^p. The expedition excited considerable 
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interest, and the sliips prior to their departure were per- 
sonally inspected by Lord Sandwich, tnen first lord of 
the Admiralty. The Eacehorse and Carcass sailed from 
the Nore on the 4th June, 1773. On the 28th they made 
Spitzbergen, where they were beset, and by the end of 
July, when in nearly 80° of latitude, longitude 18° 48' east, 
their further progress was arrested by impenetrable fields 
and barriers of ice. The difficulty was to return and to 
ayoid the alternative of passing the winter 

" In thrilling regions of thick-ribbed ice." 

Exertions were, therefore, employed to cut the ships out, 
and, considering the great dimculty which must have been 
experienced from the want of proper ice-implements, their 
escape from being blocked must nave been chiefly due to 
the co-operation of nature. The currents which have 
been known to set ships many hundreds of miles doubt- 
less contributed to render the efibrts of the men success- 
ful. Their labours were unremitting ; but the ice in many 
parts was twelve feet thick. Preparations were made to 
abandon the ships. Nelson was placed in charge of one 
of the cutters, and all was got ready, in case the ships 
should continue fixed in the ice. They were unprepared 
for wintering, and their only chance of preservation rested 
in the doublM resource of dragging the boats to the edge 
of the ice, and so escaping to some whaling-ships in the 
vicinity. The wind, however, came from the N.N.E., and 
all sail being set, the ships gradually forced their way 
through the ice, and on the 10th August reached Smee- 
renberg harbour. 

Whue the ships were in the ice, during the middle 
watch, Nelson stole unperceived from his ship, and set 
out with a young companion in pursuit of a bear. A fog 
arose, which for several hours hid the adventurers from their 
anxious companions on ship-board. With the early dawn, 
however, they were espied in close action with a huge 
bear, and depending on the butt ends of their muskets, as 
their ammunition had been expended. The signal to 
return was made, but apparently disregarded, and it was 
not until Captain Lutwidge fired a gun that tlie bear was 
driven from his combat, and the midshipmen hastened 
back, not a little alarmed for the probable consequences 
of their trespass. To his captain's reprimand Nelson had 
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but one reply, — " I wished, sir, to kill the bear, that I 
might carry the skin to my father." 

The ships remained a short time on the coast of Green- 
land, but finding no chance of re-entering the ice or of 
mrosecuting the object of the expedition, they returned to 
^Elngland and were paid ojQT. The varied service our hero 
had hitherto undergone had had a most beneficial efiect 
upon his constitution. The sickliness had apparently been 
succeeded by robust health; and possibly, had he re- 
mained in a temperate climate a few years, his body would 
have become healthy and strong, as ms mind was vigorous. 
But it is a necessary part of a sailor's duty to go wherever 
the service leads him ; and from the Arctic regions Nelson 

groceeded to the East Indies. The 20-gun frigate Sea-» 
orse, commanded by Captain Sichard Farmar, who after- 
wards distinguished himself by his heroic defence and 
self-immolation when commanding the Quebec in action 
with the French frigate Surveillante, was destined to bear 
our hero from the mgid to the torrid zone. 

A voyage to India was then an affair of five or six 
months; and from the defective victualling of' the navy, 
it was no unusual thing for a ship to arrive at her destina- 
tion vnth half the crew in the sick-list from scurvy or 
fever. The climate of the East Indies proved most in- 
jurious to Nelson, and in less than eighteen months he 
was compelled to invalid. His limbs began to lose their 
powers, and permanent lameness appeared his fate. He 
was accordingly sent on board the Dolphin. The change 
saved his life, and restored him to active exertions, but 
the disease was too deeply seated to be quickly eradicated. 
The feeling of his difficulties weighed heavily on his mind, 
and he began to despair of ultmiate success. " After a 
gloomy reverie," as he afterwards expressed himself, " a 
sudden glow of patriotism was kindled within me, and 

f resented my kins and country as my patron. Well then, 
exclaimed, 1 will be a hero, and, confiding in Providence, 
I will brave every danger." 

Doubtless there are periods in the lives of most great 
men, when the future seems to be darkly revealed, it is 
impossible in any other way to reconcile Nelson's early 
visions of future eminence with his then humble position. 
It was a time of peace. His health had received a severe 
ihoek. He had neither money» nor, as he thought, Mends 
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to assist him through the world ; but, in despite of all 
these obstacles, as he often said years afterwards to hit 
friend Captain Hardy, a radiant orb seemed displayed 
before him, which urged him onward to renown.* nxxk 
during his absence from England, his natron, .Captain 
Suckhng, had obtained the post of comptroller of the ]N avy 
Board, and our hero's prospects were not so hopeless as like 
thought thej were. On being paid off from the Dolphin, 
he was appomted acting-lieutenant of the 64-gun ship Wor- 
cester, Captain MarkSobinson. In this ship he proceeded 
with a convoy to Gibraltar, and on his return, having 
served the requisite length of time, he passed his ex- 
amination for a lieutenant. The following characteristio 
letter, dated April 14, 1777, written at the Navy-office, and 
addressed to his brother William, refers to this important 
era in a naval officer's life. 

*' I passed my degree as master of arts on the 9th in- 
stant (that is, passed the lieutenant's examination), and 
received m^r commission on the following day for a fine 
frigate of thirty-two guns. So I am now left m the wOTld 
to shift for myself, which I hope I shall do, so as to bring 
credit to mjrself and Mends. I am sorry there is no 
possibility tnis time of seeing each other, but I hope the 
time will come in a few years when we will spend some 
merry hours together. [N.B. If it is not too trou- 
blesome, turn over.] Where we shaU. go at present, I know 
not ; but wherever it is, I will always write to you. If you 
ever choose to write, inclose either to Mr. Suckling or my 
brother, as in all probability thev will know where we arQ 
gone. I leave Ix)ndon on Wednesday evening, so shall 
always be glad to hear from you. Believing me to be, 
dear brother, your affectionate brother, 

" Horatio Nelson. 

" P.S. Pray give my best respects to my old school- 
fellow, H. Hammond." 

The passing certificate states : — " He produceth journals 
kep t by himself in the Carcass, Seahorse, Dolphin, and 
Worcester, and certificates from Captains Suckling, Lut- 
widge, Farmar, Pigott, and Eobinson, of his diligence, &c. 
He can splice, knot, reef a sail, &c., and is qualified to do 
^e duty of an able seaman and midshipman." Dated tiie 

* Clarke and M'Arthur's Life of Nelson, vol. i. p. 24. 
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9tli of April, 1777, and signed M. S., Jolin Campbell, and 
Abraham North, captains. M. S. were the mitials of 
Captain Maurice Suctding, Nelson's uncle, the comptroller 
of the navy, who was present at the examination by virtue 
of his office. Nelson's biographers* relate the following 
interesting anecdote. ''At the head of the table sat his 
uncle Maurice, as comptroller of the navy, who had pur- 
posely concealed his relationship from the examining cap- 
tam. When his nephew had recovered from his conmsion, 
his answers were prompt and satisfactory, and indicated 
the talents he so eminently possessed. The examination 
ended in a manner very honourable to him, upon which 
his uncle immediately threw off his reserve, and rising 
from his seat, introduced his nephew. The examining 
captains expressed their surprise at his not having in- 
formed them of this before. * No,* replied the independent 
comptroller, * I did not wish the younker to be favoured ; 
I felt convinced that he would pass a good examination, 
and you see, gentlemen, I have not been disappointed.' " 

No sooner had our hero passed this ordeal than an 
appointment awaited him to the 32-gun frigate Lowestoffe. 
Here he had the ^ood fortune to be placed under a very 
intelligent, experienced, and kind-hearted commander. 
Captam William Locker, who was destined to nourish the 
seeds of greatness inherent in his lieutenant, not only 
commanded his respect, but laid the foundation of a 
friendship which terminated only with death. The Lowes- 
toffe was sent to the Jamaica station, to protect the British 
trade from the depredations of French and American 
privateers, and Nelson was frequently employed in the 
liowestoffe's tenders, in which he made several captures. 
It was here that he gained particular notice by volunteer- 
ing, in a ^ale of wmd, to board an American letter of 
marque, which had been nearly swamped by carrying a 
heavy press of sail. The master of the Lowesto^e uso 
volunteered, but was told that it would be his turn next.f 

While servinff in the Lowestoffe, Nelson had the mis- 
fortune' to lose his kind patron. Captain Suckling ; but he 
had already established for hunself a good reputation as 

♦ Clarke and M'Arthur, vol. i. p. 14. 

f Clarke and M 'Arthur, and their copjrigt Southey, state the 
marvellous foot (?) that '< the Lowesto£fe's boat went in on deck and 
out again in Uie scud." 
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a seaman and officer; and Sir Peter Parker, who com- 
manded on the station, generously supplied the lost place 
of his uncle. Sir Peter took our hero into the 50-gun 
ship Bristol, and on the 8th of December, 1778, appointed 
him master and commander of the Badger brig, in this 
vessel he rendered considerable service to the merchants, 
by the protection of the trade from the privateers. 

While the Badger was Ijdngin Montego Bay, Jamaica, 
the Glasgow frigate, Captain xhomas Ln>yd, anchored in 
the bay, and two hours afterwards was mscovered to be 
on fire. The boats of the different ships in the bay were 
quickly alongside, and those of the Badger, in command 
of Nelson. He boarded the Glasgow, and assisted Captain 
Lloyd in his endeavours to preserve order, and to save the 
lives of the crew. The magazine was cleared imder his 
superintendence, and the beds and quoins removed from 
under the guns, which, by elevating their muzzles, pre- 
vented damage to the ships in the bay, as the guns 
were discharged by the heat. 

Promotion kept pace with our hero's merits, and on the 
11th of June, ly 79, being then in his twenty-first year, 
he was made a post captain, and appointed to command 
the 28-gun frigate Hinchinbrook. The Hinchinbrook was 
a wretched tub — an old merchant ship sheathed with 
wood, and about the last description of ship to suit a man 
like Nelson. D'Estaing having threatened Jamaica, 
Nelson tendered his services to Governor-General DaJling, 
and was appointed to command the batteries of Fort 
Charles and Tort Boyal. 

But D'Estaing abandoned the project, and General 
Dalling was free to attempt the execution of a design he 
had formed against Fort Juan, situated on the river Juan, 
leading to Lake Nicaragua. The plan, which embraced 
the acquisition of a small empire, was well conceived; but 
unforeseen delays and important omissions occurred in the 
equipment of the expedition. These causes were fatal 
The delay exposed those engaged in the expedition to the 
deadly effects of the sickliest season. The Hinchinbrook 
was selected for this service, and Nelson appointed to com- 
mand the naval portion. On the 24th of March, 1780, the 
expedition, consisting of 500 men, regulars and volunteers, 
under Major Poison, entered the San Juan. Here Nelson's 
instructions ended ; but so blindj^had been the projecto^i^ 
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9th of April, 1777, and signed M. S., Jolin Campbell, and 
Abraham North, captains. M. S. were the mitials of 
Captain Maurice Suclding, Nelson's uncle, the comptroller 
of the navy, who was present at the examination by virtue 
of his office. Nelson's biographers* relate the following 
interesting anecdote. ''At the head of the table sat his 
uncle Maurice, as comptroller of the navy, who had pur- 
posely concealed his relationship &om the examining cap- 
tam. When his nephew had recovered from his conmsion, 
his answers were prompt and satisfactory, and indicated 
the talents he so eminently possessed. The examination 
ended in a manner very honourable to him, upon which 
his uncle immediately threw off his reserve, and rising 
from his seat, introduced his nephew. The examining 
captains expressed their surprise at his not having in- 
formed them of this before. * No,* replied the independent 
comptroller, * I did not wish the younker to be favoured ; 
I felt convinced that he would pass a good examination, 
and you see, gentlemen, I have not been disappointed.' " 

No sooner had our hero passed this ordeal than an 
appointment awaited him to the 32-gun frigate Lowestoffe. 
Here he had the good fortune to be placed under a very 
internment, experfenced, and kind-liLted commander. 
Captam WiUiam Locker, who was destined to nourish the 
seeds of greatness inherent in his lieutenant, not only 
command^ his respect, but laid the foundation of a 
friendship which terminated only with death. The Lowes- 
toffe was sent to the Jamaica station, to protect the British 
trade from the depredations of French and American 
privateers, and Nelson was frequently employed in the 
liowestoffe's tenders, in which he made several captures. 
It was here that he gained particular notice by volunteer- 
ing, in a gale of wmd, to board an American letter of 
marque, which had been nearly swamped by carrying a 
heavy press of sail, llie master of the Lowesto^e uso 
volunteered, but was told that it would be his turn next.f 

While serving in the Lowestoffe, Nelson had the mis- 
fortune' to lose his kind patron. Captain Suckling ; but he 
had already established for hunself a good reputation as 

* Clarke and M 'Arthur, vol. i. p. 14. 

t Clarke and M 'Arthur, and their copyist Southey, state tbe 
marvellous fi^ot (?) that ''the Lowesto£fe's boat went m on deck and 
out again in the 8cud." 
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a Beaman and officer; and Sir Peter Parker, who com- 
manded on the station, generously supplied the lost place 
of his uncle. Sir Peter took our hero into the 50-gun 
ship Bristol, and on the 8th of December, 1778, appointed 
him master and commander of the Badger brig. In this 
vessel he rendered considerable service to the merchants, 
by the protection of the trade from the privateers. 

While the Badger was Ijingin Monte^o Bay, Jamaica, 
the Glasgow frigate. Captain Thomas lAojd, anchored in 
the bay, and two hours afterwards was discovered to be 
on fire. The boats of the different ships in the bay were 
quickly alongside, and those of the Badger, in command 
of Nelson. He boarded the Glasgow, and assisted Captain 
Lloyd in his endeavours to preserve order, and to save the 
lives of the crew. The magazine was cleared imder his 
superintendence, and the beds and quoins removed from 
under the guns, which, by elevating their muzzles, pre- 
vented damage to the ships in the bay, as the guns 
were discharged by the heat. 

Promotion Kept pace with our hero's merits, and on the 
11th of June, 1/79, being then in his tweniy-first year, 
he was made a post captain, and appointed to command 
the 28-gun frigate Hincninbrook. Tne Hinchinbrook was 
a wretched tub — an old merchant ship sheathed with 
wood, and about the last description of snip to suit a man 
like Nelson. D'Estaing having threatened Jamaica, 
Nelson tendered his services to Governor-General Bailing, 
and was appointed to command the batteries of Fort 
Charles and Tort Royal. 

But D'Estaing abandoned the project, and General 
Palling was free to attempt the execution of a design he 
had formed against Fort Juan, situated on the river Juan, 
leading to Lake Nicaragua. The plan, which embraced 
the acquisition of a smafl empire, was well conceived; but 
unforeseen delays and important omissions occurred in the 
equipment of the expedition. These causes were fatal. 
The delay exposed those engaged in the expedition to the 
deadly effects of the sickliest season. The Hinchinbrook 
was selected for this service, and Nelson appointed to com- 
mand the naval portion. On the 24th of March, 1780, the 
expedition, consisting of 500 men, regulars and volunteers, 
under Major Poison, entered the San. Jmm\. 'SLgt^^^^'^^ 
instructions ended ; but SO blindi^MA'b^ea.^ft ^x^\<b<i*' 
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9tli of April, 1777, and signed M. S., Jokn Campbell, and 
Abraham North, captains. M. S. were the mitials of 
Captain Maurice Suctding, Nelson's nncle, the comptroller 
of the navy, who was present at the examination by virtue 
of his office. Nelson's biographers* relate the following 
interesting anecdote. ''At the head of the table sat his 
uncle Maurice, as comptroller of the navy, who had pur- 
posely concealed his relationship from the examining cap- 
tam. When his nephew had recovered from his conmsion, 
his answers were prompt and satisfactory, and indicated 
the talents he so eminently possessed. The examination 
ended in a manner very honourable to him, upon which 
his uncle immediately threw off his reserve, and rising 
from his seat, introduced his nephew. The examining 
captains expressed their surprise at his not having in- 
formed them of this before. * No,* replied the independent 
comptroller, * I did not wish the younker to be favoured ; 
I felt convinced that he would pass a good examination, 
and you see, gentlemen, I have not been disappointed.' " 

No sooner had our hero passed this ordeal than an 
appointment awaited him to the 32-gun frigate Lowestoffe. 
Here he had the ^ood fortune to be placed under a very 
inteUi^ent, experienced, and kind-hearted commander. 
Captam WiUiam Locker, who was destined to nourish the 
seeds of greatness inherent in his lieutenant, not only 
commanded his respect, but laid the foundation of a 
firiendship which terminated only with death. The Lowes- 
toffe was sent to the Jamaica station, to protect the British 
trade from the depredations of French and American 
privateers, and Nelson was frequently employed in the 
liowestoffe's tenders, in which he made several captures. 
It was here that he gained particular notice by volunteer- 
ing, in a ^ale of wmd, to board an American letter of 
marque, which had been nearly swamped by carrying a 
heavy press of sail. The master of the Lowestoffe ^o 
volunteered, but was told that it would be lus turn next.f 

While serving in the Lowestoffe, Nelson had the mis- 
fortune* to lose his kind patron. Captain Suckling ; but he 
had already established for hunself a good reputation as 

♦ Clarke and M'Arthur, vol. i. p. 14. 

t Clarke and M 'Arthur, and their copyist Southey, state the 
marvellous faot (?) that ''the Lowesto£fe's boat went in on deck and 
out %ain in the scud." 
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a seaman and officer; and Sir Peter Parker, who com- 
manded on the station, generously supplied the lost place 
of his uncle. Sir Peter took our hero into the 50-gun 
ship Bristol, and on the 8th of December, 1778, appointed 
him master and commander of the Badger brig. In this 
vessel he rendered considerable service to the merchants, 
by the protection of the trade from the privateers. 

While the Badger was Ijdngin Monte^o Bay, Jamaica, 
the Glasgow frigate. Captain xhomas JAojd, anchored in 
the bay, and two hours afterwards was mscovered to be 
on fire. The boats of the different ships in the bay were 
quickly alongside, and those of the Badger, in command 
of Nelson. He boarded the Glasgow, and assisted Captain 
Lloyd in his endeavours to preserve order, and to save the 
lives of the crew. The magazine was cleared imder his 
superintendence, and the beds and quoins removed from 
under the guns, which, by elevating their muzzles, pre- 
vented damage to the ships in the bay, as the guns 
were discharged by the heat. 

Promotion kept pace with our hero's merits, and on the 
11th of June, 1779, being then in his twenty-first year, 
he was made a post captain, and appointed to command 
the 28-gun frigate Hincninbrook. The Hinchinbrook was 
a wretched tub — an old merchant ship sheathed with 
wood, and about the last description of ship to suit a man 
like Nelson. D'Estaing having threatened Jamaica, 
Nelson tendered his services to Governor-General Bailing, 
and was appointed to command the batteries of Fort 
Charles and JPort Royal. 

But D'Estaing abandoned the project, and General 
Dalling was free to attempt the execution of a design he 
had formed against Fort Juan, situated on the river Juan, 
leading to Lake Nicaragua. The plan, which embraced 
the acquisition of a small empire, was well conceived; but 
unforeseen delays and important omissions occurred in the 
equipment of the expedition. These causes were fatal. 
The delay exposed those engaged in the expedition to the 
deadly effects of the sickliest season. The Hinchinbrook 
was selected for this service, and Nelson appointed to com- 
mand the naval portion. On the 24th of March, 1780, the 
expedition, consisting of 500 men, regulars and volunteers, 
under Major Poison, entered the San Jwoa. 'SLgg^^^^'^^ 
instructions ended ; but so bliiidi\iad\ie«a.^^ ^x^\<b<i*' 
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9th of April, 1777, and signed M. S., John Campbell, and 
Abraham North, captains. M. S. were the mitials of 
Captain Maurice Suclding, Nelson's uncle, the comptroller 
of the navy, who was present at the examination by virtue 
of his office. Nelson's biographers* relate the following 
interesting anecdote. ''At the head of the table sat his 
imcle Maurice, as comptroller of the navy, who had pur- 
posely concealed his relationship from the examining cap- 
tam. When his nephew had recovered from his conmsion, 
his answers were prompt and satisfactory, and indicated 
the talents he so eminently possessed. The examination 
ended in a manner very honourable to him, upon which 
his uncle immediately threw off his reserve, and rising 
from his seat, introduced his nephew. The examining 
captains expressed their surprise at his not having in- 
formed them of this before. * No,* replied the independent 
comptroller, * I did not wish the younker to be favoured ; 
I feU convinced that he would pass a good examination, 
and you see, gentlemen, I have not been disappointed.' " 

No sooner had our hero passed this ordeal than an 
appointment awaited him to the 32-gun frigate Lowestoffe. 
Here he had the good fortune to be placed under a very 
intelligent, experienced, and kind-hearted commander. 
Captam WiUiam Locker, who was destined to nourish the 
seeds of greatness inherent in his lieutenant, not only 
commanded his respect, but laid the foundation of a 
firiendship which terminated only with death. The Lowes- 
toffe was sent to the Jamaica staS;ion, to protect the British 
trade from the depredations of French and American 
privateers, and Nelson was frequently employed in the 
liowestoffe's tenders, in which he made several captures. 
It was here that he gained particular notice by volunteer- 
ing, in a ^ale of wmd, to board an American letter of 
marque, vmich had been nearly swamped by carrying a 
heavy press of sail. The master of the Lowestotfe also 
volunteered, but was told that it would be his turn next.f 

While serving in the Lowestoffe, Nelson had the mis- 
fortune' to lose his kind patron, Captain Suckling ; but he 
had already established for hunself a good reputation as 

* Clarke and M 'Arthur, vol. i. p. 14. 

f Clarke and M 'Arthur, and their copjnst Southey, state the 
marvellous fitot (?) that <'the Lowestofie's boat went in on deck and 
out again in Uie scud." 
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a seaman and officer; and Sir Peter Parker, who com- 
manded on the station, generously supplied the lost place 
of his uncle. Sir Peter took our hero into the 50-gun 
ship Bristol, and on the 8th of December, 1778, appointed 
him master and commander of the Badger brig. In this 
vessel he rendered considerable service to the merchants, 
by the protection of the trade from the privateers. 

While the Badger was Ijingin Montego Bay, Jamaica, 
the Glasgow frigate. Captain Thomas L&yd, anchored in 
the bay, and two hours afterwards was discovered to be 
on fire. The boats of the difierent ships in the bay were 
quickly alongside, and those of the Badger, in command 
of Nelson. He boarded the Glasgow, and assisted Captain 
Lloyd in his endeavours to preserve order, and to save the 
lives of the crew. The magazine was cleared imder his 
superintendence, and the beds and quoins removed from 
under the guns, which, by elevating their muzzles, pre- 
vented damage to the ships in the bay, as the guns 
were discharged by the heat. 

Promotion kept pace with our hero's merits, and on the 
11th of June, 1779, being then in his twenty-first year, 
he was made a post captain, and appointed to command 
Ihe 28-gim frigate Hinchinbrook. The Hinchinbrook was 
a wretched tub — an old merchant ship sheathed with 
wood, and about the last description of ship to suit a man 
like Nelson. D'Estaing having threatened Jamaica, 
Nelson tendered his services to Governor-General DaJling, 
and was appointed to command the batteries of Fort 
Charles and JPort Royal. 

But D'Estaing abandoned the project, and General 
Dalling was free to attempt the execution of a design he 
had formed against Fort Juan, situated on the river Juan, 
leading to Lake Nicaragua. The plan, which embraced 
the acquisition of a small empire, was well conceived; but 
unforeseen delays and important omissions occurred in the 
equipment of the expedition. These causes were fatal. 
The delay exposed those engaged in the expedition to the 
deadly effects of the sickliest season. The Hinchinbrook 
was selected for this service, and Nelson appointed to com- 
mand the naval portion. On the 24th of March, 1780, the 
expedition, consisting of 500 men, regulars and volunteers^ 
under Major Poison, entered the Son Jwoa. 'SLet^'^^'3^^ 
instructions ended ; but 80 bli3idilaad"beerL^e ^to'v^^'^''^ 



10 LIFB OF LOBD NELSON. [1780* 

that no pilots for tlie river had been provided, and no one 
appeared to know anything of the navigation or position 
of the fort to be attacked. It was not. Nelson's nature to 
desert his countrymen in their difficulties, nor to turn 
back while anything remained to be done or attempted. 
It was the diy season ; the river was low, and impeded 
with banks and shallows ; the Indian allies were nearly 
useless, and the soldiers could hardly contend with the 
heat. On Nelson and his saUors, therefore, devolved the 
labour and danger of the toilsome passage. At length the 
small out-fort of San Bartholomew was reached, where, 
on an island, a semicircular battery of ten small swivels 
commanded the approaches. At the head of a few seamen 
Nelson leaped on shore, left his shoes on the muddy bank, 
and, barefooted, " boarded the battery." San Juan was 
still sixteen miles distant, and two days* more hard labour 
elapsed before its fortifications were reached. Nelson 
advised an immediate attack, but his counsel unhappily 
was not followed, and the slow formaUties of a siege com- 
menced in a low, marshy place, under a scorching sun. 

The neighbouring woods were infested with aU sorts of 
venomous reptiles. One of the men was bitten by a snake, 
and in a few hours his body was putrid. Nelson, who 
slept in a hammock suspended to the bough of a tree, 
nearly shared the same fate. A snake was found coiled 
away at the foot of his hammock, and he escaped only 
through the watchfulness of the Indians. He experienced 
another escape from death, having drunk from a fountain 
poisoned by the boughs of mandiineel. Fort San Juan 
surrenderea on the 24th April, but the gain was little 
other than a severe loss. Previously to this, the besiegers 
were so much in want of provisions, that they lived upon 
monkey broth.. A pestilence ravaged the conquerors as 
well as the conquered ; and the casUe, after a few months, 
reverted to its original possessors — disease and death 
having done infinitely more than Spanish bullets. Out of 
1,800 men despatched oil this .service, not more than 380 
returned. The Hinchinbrook's crew comprised 200 men, 
of whom eighty-seven fell sick in one night, and very few, 
— not more than ten, — survived this service.* Fortunately 
for the subject of our memoir, he was withdrawn before 

• 40 * Ctorfce and M'AxOrar, voL V. lu m« 
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it was too late. A vacancy occurred in the command of 
the 44-gun ship Janus, which Sir Peter Parker bestowed 
uponhun. 

It is a singular coincidence, that up to this period, and, 
in fact, throughout the whole of his career, jN^elson was 
followed by his friend Collingwood. On Nelson leaving 
the LowestofPe, CoUingwood was appointed to that ship, 
and the same with reference to his iominj^ the Bristol, and 
promotion into the Badger, and Hinchmbrook. In the 
last scene of Nelson's eventful life also, Collingwood was 
still his friend and successor. The removal of Nelson 
from the pestilential region of San Juan, saved him from 
sharing the fate which attended most of his companions. 
He hi^ been attacked with dysentery, and was recalled 
barely in time to save his life. He reached Jamaica more 
dead than alive the day prior to the surrender of San 
Juan. He was conveyed on shore in his cot, and although 
he had recovered in some degree the use of his limbs, he 
found himself quite unable to continue in command of the 
Janus. H« therefore invalided, and took a passage for 
England in the Lion, commanded by the Honourable 
William Comwallis, who treated him with that humane 
attention which was never forgotten. On his return to 
England, Nelson, according to the fashion of the day, re- 
sorted to Bath. He was so helpless that he was obliged 
to be lifted in and out of his bed, and it took three months 
before he recovered the use of his limbs. 

But no sooner had he acquired strength enough to move 
about, than he was to be seen again an eager candidate 
for employment. The war was still proceeding, and his 
request was not denied. On the 16t£. of August, 1781, 
he was appointed to command the 28-gun frigate Albe- 
marle, at Woolwich. This ship had been a short time 
previously captured from the French, and purchased into 
the service. The fatigue attendant upon equipping the 
ship for sea was almost too much for Nelson's enfeebled 
frame. Writing to his friend Captain Locker he said, '* I 
have been so ill as hardly to be kept out of bed, and have 
been but twice out of the ship. ' The Albemarle was 
ordered to proceed to Elsineur, to protect the homeward- 
bound trade from ihe Baltic ; and the Argo and Eu^t^T^^r^afib 
were also placed under Nelson's orders ioT ^cJccvs^ ^\a?^Q«fe» 
It was the period of armed neutrsil^ty -^iVisii^^ ^q^^^<2F' 
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anchored off Elsinenr. A Danish midshipman was de- 
spatched by the admiral to take down the particulars of 
the ships. " This,*' said Nelson, to the young officer, on 
his boarding the Albemarle, "is one of His Britannic 
Majesty's smps ; you are at liberty to count the gims as 
you go down the side, and you may assure your admiral 
that if necessary they shall all be well served."* The 
asperities, however, soon wore off, salutes were exchanged, 
and reciprocal civilities ensued. The service was safely 
performed under the orders of Captain Dickson in the 
Sampson, he being the senior officer, and the Albemarle 
arrived in the Downs on the 3rd of January, 1782. 

While the Albemarle was riding in the Downs, it came 
on to blow a heavy gale, and Kelson being on shore, 
witnessed its effects in the driving of most of the ships at 
the anchorage. A large store-ship had drifted athwart 
hawse of the Albemane, and her destruction appeared 
inevitable. His anxiety to reach his ship, which had by 
this time lost her bowsprit and foremast, was extreme ; 
but the Deal boatmen hesitated to go out. QPhe offer of 
fifteen guineas tempted them, and Nelson, while the ^ale 
was ragmg furiously, after considerable difficulty, regained 
his ship. Had his ship ^one ashore on the Groodwin, as 
anticipated, the probabihty is that all would have been 
lost. The Albemarle proceeded to Portsmouth, when she 
received new lower masts of a reduced size, and had her 
damages repaired, and in April received orders to join 
Captam Pringle's squadron, bound to Quebec. 

understanding that it was intended the Albemarle was 
to winter at Quebec, Nelson was advised to apply to be 
removed to another ship, upon the ground that it would 
be iniurious to his healtn ; but having received his orders, 
he felt bound to obey them, and he accordingly sailed with 
the convoy on the 26th of April, and reached Capelin Bay 
on the 6th of June. After performing this service, the 
Albemarle was sent to cruise for the enemy's privateers. 
One of the vessels fallen in with was a trading schooner, 
comprising all the worldly worth of the poor fellow who 
commanded her. Nelson wished to avail himself of the 
local knowledge of the master in Boston Bay. The man, 
Nathaniel Carver, had a large family dependent on his 

* CZarke and M'Artiixur, \o\. \. ^. 44« 
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exertidlis, and wlio were anxiously awaiting Ms retnrn; but 
he neyertheless cheerfally complied with the British cap- 
tain's wishes. His zeal and ^ood conduct met its reward. 
" You have rendered me," sai4 Nelson, ** a very essential 
service, and it is not the custom of English seamen to be 
ungrateful. In the name of the officers and crew of this 
ship, I return you your schooner, and give you a certifi- 
cate of your good conduct." The poor fellow returned 
joyously to his little craft, and on opening the letter found 
the following certificate. " These are to certify, that I 
took the schooner Harmony, Nathaniel Carver master, 
belonging to Plymouth ; but on account of his good 
services, have given him up his vessel again. Dated, on 
board His Majesty's ship Albemarle, 17th Aug. 1782."* 

Dependent upon this trivial incident (for altnough great 
stress has been laid upon it by Nelson's biographers, it was 
really a common-place occurrence) is an interesting trait 
of gratitude on one part, and of generosity and kindness 
on 3ie other. While the Albemarle was cruising off* Boston 
— ^the crew being severe sufferers from scurvy — ^the grate- 
ful Carver, at considerable personal risk, got alongside the 
frigate with a supply of four sheep and a quantity of 
vegetables, as a present to Captain Nelson. It was not 
without great difficulty that the man could be induced to 
accept payment for his seasonable and, indeed, invaluable 
sup^y ; but finding that they could not be received on 
any other terms, he reluctantly consented to be paid a 
small sum of money. The wnole supply, although in- 
tended for Nelson's private use, was, however, imme<£ately 
handed over for the use of the sick. 

On the 14th of August the Albemarle was chased for 
ten hours by a French squadron of four sail of the line 
and a frigate. The latter having outsailed the large ships. 
Nelson hove to for her ; but she declined the combat. In 
order to evade his powerful adversaries, by whom he was 
surrounded, Nelson ran his ship among the shoals of 
St. George's Bank, where they were afraid to follow. The 
crew of the Albemarle being now very sickly. Nelson pro- 
ceeded to Quebec; and after entering the St. Lawrence the 
pilot objected to take the ship on to Quebec, for want of 

* The original certificate was afterwards framed and hung up in 
the house of Isaac Davis, Esq., of Boston. — Clarke and M 'Arthur, 
Tol. i. p. 49. 
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wind. MindM only of the sufferings of Ms crllr from 
that horrible disease scurvy, the energetic captain insisted 
on proceeding, and warped the ship throu^ the north 
traverse. On the l7th of September tne Albemarle reached 
Quebec, where the sick were sent to the hospital. At this 
place Nelson was prevented, through the nrmness of his 
mend Mr. Alexander Davison, from entering into a very 
imprudent marriage. 

On the 20th of October, l^e Albemarle sailed with 
a, convoy for New York. Admiral Digby, the commander- 
in-chief on the station, a friend of Nelson's late uncle, 
Captain Suckling, congratulated our hero on coming upon 
a station where prize-money was to be made. " Yes, sir," 
replied Nelson; " but the West Indies is the station for 
honour." And at the instigation of Lord Hood, who was 
then at Sandy Hook, the Albemarle was ordered to accom- 
pany his division of the fleet to the West Indies. Nelson 
was not long before he obtained the entire confidence 
of Lord Hood, who was, perhaps, the first officer of his 
rank in the service. It was on this station that Nelson 
first became acquainted with Prince William Henry— our 
late sailor king, William IV. In a letter to Captain 
Locker he thus mentions his position, and gives an opmion 
respecting the young prince : — 

" My situation in Lord Hood's fleet must be in the 
highest degree flattering to a young man. He [Lord Hood] 
treats me as if I was nis son, and will, I am convinced, 
give me anything I can ask of hini ; nor is my situation 
with Prince Wiifiam less flattering. Lord Hood was so 
kind as to tell him (indeed, I cannot make use of expres- 
sions strong enough to describe what I felt) that if he 
wished to ask questions relative to * Naval Tactics,* I could 

five him as much information as any officer in the fleet. 
[e will be, I am certain, an ornament to our service. He 
is a seaman which you could hardly suppose ; every other 
qualification you may expect of him. jBut he will 1)e a 
oisciplinarian, and a strong one : he says he is determined 
every person shall serve his time before they shall be pro- 
vided lor, as he is obliged to serve his. A vast deal of 
notice has been taken of him at Jamaica ; with the best 
temper and great good sense, he cannot fail of being 
pleasing to every one." 
Nelson's personal appearance at this time is describe^ 
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as very singular. The duke of Clarence, subsequently 
speaking of him, said, " I was then a midshipman on board 
the Bameur, when Captain Nelson came alongside in his 
barge, who appeared the merest hoj of a captain I ever 
beheld. He nad on a full-laced uniform, his lank un- 
powdered hair was tied in a stiff Hessian tail of an extra- 
ordinary length, and the old-fashioned flaps of his waist- 
coat, added to the general quaintness of ms figure, parti- 
cularly attracted my notice. There was scMnething irre- 
sistibty pleasing in his address and conversation ; and an 
enthusiasm when speaking on professional subjects that 
showed he was no common being."* 

The Albemarle was ordered to cruise off La Guayra, 
but beyond the fact of JS^elson's detaining a Spanish 
launch, and hospitably entertaining the officers and crew 
(including a German prince), who had been engaged in 
botanical pursuits, no incident is recorded woruiy of 
notice. In ews ofpeace having arrived, the Albemarle was 
ordered home. The ship arrived at Spithead 25th June, 
1783, and was paid off at Portsmouth on the 3rd July. 
So popular was iN'elson, that, although at the time seamen 
were very much disgusted at their treatment in the ser- 
vice, the whole ship's company volunteered to go with 
him if he could obtain command of another ship. On 
reaching London, Lord Hood presented Captain Nelson at 
court, where he was very graciously received by the king. 
Writing to his friend Mr. Hercules Eoss, he makes use of 
the following magnanimous remarks : — " True honour, I 
hope, predominates in my mind far above riches. I have 
closed the war without a fortune ; but I trust and, from 
the attention tbat has been paid to me, believe, that there 
is not a speck on my character." 

* Clarke and M 'Arthur, vol. i. p. 53. 
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a dinner-party, at the Dutcli governor's, when he took the 
opportunity of explaining very politely that he was aware 
of his (the French captain's) intention to visit the islandf, 
and that he would with pleasure accompany him in the 
Boreas wherever he went. The French captain protested 
against giving Nelson so much trouble, which he said was 
quite unnecessary. Nelson, however, persevered in his 
politeness, until nndingit impossible to evade such marked 
attention, the frigate returned to Martinique without 
accomplishing the object intended. 

Nothing could escape his vigilance. The open infringe* 
ment of the navigation-laws, for which Nelson in common 
with most other British sailors had a profound respect 
quickly took his attention. The Americans claimed, and 
were tolerated in the exercise of, the trading privileges of 
British citizens. The registers granted them previously 
to the separation of the two countries, were still held 
valid ; and an occasional bribe administered to the fiscal 
authorities at once silenced all opposition. The question 
was, had the Americans forfeited their privileges with their 
allegiance to the Crown of Great Britain P If so, they 
were foreigners, and no longer entitled to trade upon the 
same terms as English citizens. Having satisfied nimself 
upon this point. Nelson determined to act his part as a 
British sea officer. His jid%ik% Achates^ Collingwood, who 
commanded the Mediator, and Captain Wiltred Colling- 
wood in the Battler, joined heart and hand in the cause. 
The captains waited upon Sir Bichard Etughes, called his 
attention to the Navigation Act, and after much persuasion 
obtained authority to put its provisions into execution. 
Armed with this authority Nelson went to Maior-G«neral 
Sir Thomas Shirley, governor of the Leeward Isles, and 
told him how he was about to act. The old soldier ridi- 
culed the youth of the captain, and told him he was not 
accustomed to take advice from young gentlemen. " Sir»" 
replied Nelson, " I am as old as the prime minister of 
England, and quite as capable of commanding one of his 
maiesty's ships as he is of governing the»^ltate." Nelson 
sailed to St. K^itts, warned uie islanders of his intentions, 
and sent away every American ship that floated in the 
harbour. Half American by birth, and much more so in 
feeling, the islanders did their utmost to defeat Nelson's 
measures. Open resistance was tried, and fiuled, while 
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and eating, so very different to what we have in England. 
I had thoughts of fixing at Montreuil, about sixty miles 
from Calais, on the road to Paris. We set off en poste 
they called it, but we did not get on more than four miles 
an nour. Such carriages, sucii horses, such drivers, and 
such boots, you would have been ready to burst with 
laughing at the ridiculous figure they made together. 
The rosSs were paved with stones ; therefore by the time 
we had travelled fifteen miles, we were pretty well shook 
up and heartily tired. We stopped at an inn, as they 
called it, — a clean pigsty is far preferable. They show^ 
us into a dirty room with two straw beds ; they were clean, 
but that was all they could brag of. However, after a 
^ood laugh we went to bed and slept soundly until mom- 
mg. How different to what we had found tne day before 
at Dover ! At daylight we set off, breakfasted at Bou- 
logne, and got to Montreuil in the evening. This day we 
passed through the finest country my eyes ever beheld ; 
not a spot (as big as my hand) but was in the highest 
cultivation, finely diversified with stately woods. Some- 
times, for two mues together, you would suppose you were 
in a gentleman's park. The roads are mostly planted 
each side with trees, so that you drive in almost a con- 
tinued avenue; but amidst such plenty they are poor 
indeed. Montreuil is situated upon a small hill, in the 
middle of a large plain, which extends as far as the eye 
can reach, except towards the sea, which is about twelve 
miles from it. Game here was in the greatest abundance ; 
partridges, pheasants, woodcocks, snipes, hares, <&c. &o. as 
cheap as you can possibly imagine, — partridges twopence- 
halfpenny a brace, a noble turkey fifteen pence, and every- 
thing else in proportion. You will suppose that it was 
with great regret we turned our backs upon such an agree- 
able place ; but not a man that understood English, which 
was necessary to learn me French, could be found in the 
place. Our landlord at the inn is the same man that 
recommended Le Eleur to Sterne. From this place we 
proceeded on to Abbeville, ninetr miles from Calais. This 
was a large town, well fortified ; but even there I could 
not be accommodated to my wish, nor indeed good mas- 
ters, that is, that understand grammatically. At last I 
determined to come here [St. Omer], which, indeed^ ia 
what we ought to have done at fti%\»', ^"et^i^t^^^s^ '^ia 
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time we arrived, which was Tuesday week, we had iara- 
yelled a hundred and fifty miles ; but on the whole I was 
not displeased with the excursion. This is by much the 

fleasantest and cleanest town I have seen in France, 
t is very strongly fortified, and a large garrison. We 
have good rooms m a pleasant French family, where are 
two very agreeable young ladies, one of whom is so polite 
as to make our breakfast for us, and generally, when we 
are at home, drink tea and spend the evening with us. I 
exert myself, you will suppose, in the French language, 
that I may have the pleasure of talking with them, — and 
French ladies make luU as much use of their tongues as 
our English ones." 

Nelson, in fact, became greatly enamoured of one of the 
young ladies, and made an offer of marriage, but which 
i&om prudential motives was declined. Tkej were liie 
daughters of an English clergyman, named Andrews, and 
a brother of the ladies. Lieutenant George Andrews, after- 
wards served under Nelson in the Mediterranean, and dis« 
tinguished himself at the reduction of fiastia. 

On returning to England, in March, 1784, Lord Howe, 
at that time first lord of the Admiralty, gave our hero 
command of the 28-gun frigate Boreas, then lying in Long 
Beach, in the river Thames. He joined the ship in the 
month of March, superseding Captain Wells, ana shortly 
afterwards quitted the river, bound to the Leeward Islandis 
station.* The Boreas having embarked Eear-Admiral Sir 

* Prior to quitting England, however, Nelson met with a series 
of mishaps, which are detailed in a lively manner in a letter to 
Captain Locker, of which the following is an extract : — ** That night 
and part of the next dav we lay below the Nore, with a hard gale of 
wind and snow. Tuesday I got into the Downs. On Wednesday I 
got into a quarrel with a Dutch Indiaman who had Englishmen on 
board, which we settled after some difficulty. The Dutchman has 
made a complaint against me ; but the Adnuralty, fortunately, havo 
approved my conduct in the business, a thing they ore not very 
guilty of where there is a likelihood of a scrape. And yesterday, to 
complete me, I was riding a blackguard horse that ran away with 
me at the common, carrier me round all the works into Portsmouth 
by the London gates, through the town, out of the gate that leads 
to the common, where there was a waggon in the road, which was 
so very narrow that a horse could barely pass. To save my l^s 
and perhaps my life, I was obliged to throw myself firom the horse, 
whion I (ud with great ability, but unluckily upon hard stones, 
which has hurt my back ana my leg, but done no other mischief; it 
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Bichard and Ladj Hughes and family (Sir Eichard liayine 
been ap]>ointed commander-in-chief on the station), sailed 
from opithead on the 19th of May. The voyage was 
a pleasant one. The ship was crowded with midship- 
men, I^elson's kindness to whom attracted much atten- 
tion from his passengers. Anxious to give the youngsters 
confidence in going Soft, it was his practice to race with 
them to the masthead. At other times he superintended 
their studies ; and at noon was always the first to make 
his appearance, quadrant in hand. He never went on 
shore to pay visits of ceremony tmaccompanied by a party 
of his youngsters. 

Nelson being the senior captain on the station, was . not 
lon^ before he found himself involved in a series of pro- 
fessional combats against abuses and irregularities. On 
visiting Antigua, he found the Latona lying there bearing 
a brotul pendant, and on inquiry found it to be that 
of Captain Moutray, resident commissioner at English 
Harbour. A written order was shown him, signed by Sir 
Bichard Hughes, authorizing Captain or Conmiissioner 
Moutray to hoist a broad pendant on board any ship in 
the harbour. Nelson, knowing the order to be illegal- 
Captain Moutray holding no conmiission under the Admi- 
ralty, but a civil appointment — ^immediately sent an order 
to the captain of the Latona to haul down the broad 
pendant. He then went on shore and dined with the 
commissioner, to show that he had acted from no personal 
motive, but from a sense of duty. The case was referred 
to Sir Hichard Hughes by Conmibsioner Moutray, and 
by Sir Bichard to the Admiralty, and Nelson's act was 
approved. On another occasion, while lying at Nevis, a 
French frigate passed to leeward, upon inquiry he 
ascertained that the frigate had been despatched from 
Martinique, with engineer officers on board, to survey tlie 
British West India sugar-islands. Nelson was not long 
in putting to sea, ana on the following day the Boreas 
anchored close upon the French frigate's quarter in St. 
Eustatia Eoadi*. He met the French captain on shore at 

was a thousand to one that I had not been killed. To crown all, a 
young girl was riding with me ; her horse ran away with mine, but 
most fortunately a aallarU yoimg man seized her horse's bridle a 
moment before I dismounted, and saved her fix>m the deatx^sfi^isasok. 
which she could not hare avoided." 

C2 
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a dinner-party, at tlie Dutcli governor's, when lie took the 
opportunity of explaining very politely that he was aware 
of his (the French captain's) intention to visit the islands, 
and that he would with pleasure accompany him in the 
Boreas wherever he went. The French captain protested 
against giving JS'elson so much trouble, which he said was 
quite unnecessary. Nelson, however, persevered in his 
politeness, until nndingit impossible to evade such marked 
attention, the frigate returned to Martinique without 
accomplishing the object intended. 

Nothing could escape his vigilance. The open infringe- 
ment of the navigation-laws, for which Nelson in common 
with most other British saUors had a profound respect, 
quickly took his attention. The Americans claimed, ana 
were tolerated in the exercise of, the trading privileges of 
British citizens. The registers granted them previously 
to the separation of the two countries, were still held 
valid ; and an occasional bribe administered to the fiscal 
authorities at once silenced all opposition. The question 
was, had the Americans forfeited their privileges with their 
allegiance to the Crown of Great Britain r If so, they 
were foreigners, and no longer entitled to trade upon the 
same terms as English citizens. Having satisfied nimself 
upon this point, Nelson determined to act his part as a 
British sea officer. His jftdus Achates, Collingwood, who 
commanded the Mediator, and Captain Wiltred Colling- 
wood in the Battler, joined heart and hand in the cause. 
The captains waited upon Sir Bichard Hughes, called his 
attention to the Navigation Act, and afler much persuasion 
obtained authority to put its provisions into execution. 
Armed with this authority Nelson went to Major-General 
Sir Thomas Shirley, governor of the Leeward Isles, and 
told him how he was about to act. The old soldier ridi- 
culed the youth of the captain, and told him he was not 
accustomed to take advice from young gentlemen. " Sir," 
replied Nelson, " I am as old as the prime minister of 
England, and quite as capable of commanding one of his 
majesty's Bhips as he is of governing the.ltate." Nelson 
sailed to St. !Kitts, warned tne islanders of his intentions, 
and sent away every American ship that floated in the 
harbour. Half American by birth, and much more so in 
feeling, the islanders did their utmost to defeat Nelson's 
measures. Open resistance was tried, and failed, while 
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new schemes were daily concocted in the hope of evadinff 
the act. One, alone, amone^ the varions presidents ana 
ffoyemors of the islands, Mr. Herbert, the president of 
r^evis, sided with Nelson ; and now his admiral, afraid to 
carry out his original orders, advised compliance with the 
wishes of the isl^ders. But Nelson contmued firm. At 
last official letters reached him from his admiral, advising 
him that he had altered his opinion, and ordering free in- 
gress to the Americans, if permitted by the governors and 
presidents. Nelson silencea the latter authorities by force ; 
out with his admiral the case was different. '' I must 
either," he said, " disobey my orders, or disobey acts of 
Parliament. I determined on the former, trusting to the 
uprightness of my intentions, and believing uiat my 
country would not let me be ruined for protecting her 
commerce." He acted on this determination. Sir Eichard 
Hughes talked of a court-martial, but soon found that the 
Admiralty agreed with Nelson ; and though for a time he 
feared to do right, he eventually thanked our hero for the 
lesson. 

From the day of his notice Nelson commenced his 
seizures, and struggled to get them condemned in the local 
courts of Admiralty. At last he entered Nevis harbour, 
where four Americans were lying deeply laden with 
valuable carj^oes, wearing, what were called, the island 
colours — ^white with a red cross. After examination. 
Nelson was convinced of their beinf^ Americans, and he 
ordered them to quit the port within eight and forty hours. 
They refused compliance with the orders, and Nelson 
ordered them to be seized. The uproar was immense ; 
the seizure was contested in the courts. A public sub- 
scription was raised among the islanders, and Nelson sued 
for excessive damages for false imprisonment of one of the 
American masters, and for putting him in fear of his life. 
Notwithstanding the eloquence of the lawyers, the facts 
were so conclusive that the vessels were condemned. From 
the vexatious action Nelson was not so soon freed. He 
had to remain a long time on board his ship to escape 
arrest ; and when he went on shore to the trial of the 
seizures under a protection from the judge, an attempt 
was made to take him, which was only fruJBtrated by the 
energy of Mr. Herbert, who offered t^\wSL\asft.^«t SSS^5**^- 
In omBequenoe cftk memomL to \Jbft BMLVJoLwSasfl^ ^Vcstaa, 
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Nelson was at lengtli relieved from his embarrassing posi- 
tion, and the correctness of his conduct was establiimed. 
Painful as had been the restraint, he scorned to be pitied 
for it. "Pity," said he ; " did you say pity P I shall live 
to be envied, and to that point I shall direct my course." 

The frauds of the officers of the island navy-yards, and 
of the prize agents, also attracted I^elson's attention. The 
more he inquired, the more widely spread he found the 
fraud, and at last two of the guiltiest agents informed 
against their fellow peculators, and Nelson was enabled to 
lay open the whole system to Sir Charles Middleton, comp- 
troller of the Navy Board. Quite as much personal ill-will 
and abuse was reaped by Nelson in this transaction as in 
the matter of the Navigation Act ; but perseverance carried 
the day, and at last he received the welcome thanks of the 
board at home, and could congratulate himself on having 
broken up a feaHul system of fraud.* But Nelson was 
not yet high enough in the service to realize the rewards 
of hi truly patriotic exertions. The commander-in-chief. 
Sir Sichard Hughes, received the thanks of the British 
Grovemment for doing that which Nelson had performed at 
the risk of his commission ; and in direct contradiction 
to his admiral's orders and advice ! Nelson, however, con- 
soled himself with the assurance which also eased his dying 
moments — " But," said he, after commenting upon this 
singular mode of rewarding a zealous officer, *' I have done 
my duty, and have nothing to accuse myself of." 

While this affair was pending. Nelson was, however, 
diligently engaged in the prosecution of a suit in another 
court. He was paying ms addresses f to the widow of 

* The amount of defrauds at Antigua was estimated at £500,000, 
at St. Luda £300,000, at Barbadoes £250,000, and at Jamaica 
upwards of £1,000,000.— Southey. 

+ Shortly before the marriage of this ladv to Nelson, Mrs. Nisbet 
received the following not very flattering description of her futiure 
husband from a female friend : — " We have at last seen the captain 
of the Boreas, of whom so much has been said. He came up just 
before dinner, much heated, and was very silent ; yet seemed, accord- 
ing to the old adage 'to think the more.' He declined driiJdng 
any wine ; but after dinner, when the president, as usual, gave the 
following toasts, 'The King,' * The Queen and Royal Family,' and 
'Lord Hood,' this strange man regularly filled his glass, and 
observed that those were always bumper toasts with mm, which 
havmg drunk, he uniformly^ passed the Dottle and relapsed into his 
Jbrmer tadtarnity. It was imposaibld donng this visit for any of us 
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Dr. I^isbet. He was married to the lady on the 11th of 
March, 1787. Prince William Henry, then captain of 
the Pegasus, giving away the bride. 

ThelBoreas was three years on the West-India station 
without losing a man from sickness or accident. This, 
under Providence, was chiefly the result of Nelson's fore- 
thought. He never permitted his ship to remain longer 
than three or four days at one island ; tne Boreas was ever 
on the move, and when, during the hurricane months, he 
was obliged to continue at anchor in English Harbour, 
Antigua, he gave encouragement to dancing and athletic 
sports among the crew, wmle the officers got up theatrical 
performances and musical parties, which kept their minds 
employed, and induced a feeling at once healthful and con- 
tented. The Soreas quitted the West Indies for England 
in June, 1787, and arrived at Portsmouth on the 3rd of 
July ; but it being supposed that the services of the ship 
would stiU be required, she was not immediately paid om 

The change of climate and the usual uncertainties of 
English weather, rendered Nelson for some time an in- 
valid ; but he nevertheless expressed no anxiety to quit 
his ship. On the contrary, in a letter to Captain Locker, 
he wrote : ** I do not want to come ashore ; and I begin 
to think I am fonder of the sea than ever." * The Boreas 
remained in commission, but for the want of active employ- 
ment was stationed at the Nore. A life of such dulness 
overcame Nelson's philosophy; and he was highly pleased 
on being, at length, allowed to quit so monotonous an em- 
ployment as that of a receiving and slop-ship. The Boreas 
was paid off at Chatham on the 29th of November. 

The biographers of Nelson have been too apt to catch 
at every inconsiderate expression of their hero, and treat 
it as a judgment pronounced ex cathedra, and after mature 

to make out his real character, there was such a reserve and stern- 
ness in his behaviour, with occasional sallies, though very transient, 
of a superior mind. Being placed by him, I endeavoured to rouse 
his attention by showing him all the civilities in my power ; but I 
drew out little more than 'Yes* and 'No.* If you, Fanny, had 
been there, we think you would have made something of him ; for 
you have the habit of attending to these odd sort of people.*' — Clark© 
and M 'Arthur, 

* This is somewhat opposite to Southey's version :— " This 
imworthy treatment," says the learned poet-lAureate, "excited in 
Nelson tne strongest ind^nation." 
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deliberation. Hence we find tliem recording ^ith ffravity 
19'elson's expressions of disgust at a service whicn kept 
liini employed in a way uncongenial to his taste. How 
often have naval officers on being |)aid off expressed a 
determination " never to set foot again on board a ship/' 
and who a week afterwards have been eager candidates 
for employment ! " Immediately," says Squthey, quotinff 
Nelson's hasty expression — " Immediately after my arriyid 
in town, I shall wait on the first lord and resign my corn* 
mission." * Turn we, however, to the next page.f " Lord 
Howe vrrote Nelson a letter desiring to see him on his 
arrival in town," He was presented to the king at the 
next levee ; " and the gracious manner in which Nelson 
was then received effectually removed his resentment." 
The simple truth is, Nelson occasionally indulged in what 
is termed afloat " a civil growl ; " and had not some indus- 
trious friend treasured up the words, they would not have 
been remembered by the speaker an hour after they were 
uttered. 

The kindness of Lord Howe's reception gave encourage- 
ment to Nelson, and he returned to his attack upon uie 
contractors' prize-agents and other parties connected with 
ihe naval service in the West Indies. He was able to 
satisfy Mr. Pitt, Mr. Eose, and the comptroller of the nav^, 
that his charges were well founded. A rigorous invesn- 
gation was set on foot, all under Nelson's supervision, and 
at his suggestion, and in the end the culprits were brought 
to justice. An immense saving to the Crown resulted ; and 
it moreover led to useful inquiries in other colonies. In 
the naval service it has ever been more particularly ob- 
served that one sows good seeds and cultivates the crop 
up to a certain point, wnen another steps in and reaps the 
harvest. This is very gallmg whenever it occurs ; and 
when Nelson found that his successor on the station re- 
ceived that compensation for extra duty which he had 
really not to do, and which he. Nelson, had in vain applied 
for, ne expressed himself in his private correspondence 
somewhat chagrined. The stress laid upon sucn expres- 
sions, however, Hke a false accent in music, is singuiarlj 
out of accord with Nelson's character. It was not money 
he coveted, and we have indubitable proofs of his disre- 

♦ Life of Nelaon, p. 49. -f Ibid. p. 60. 
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gard of persecution. He considered only that what he 
most hignly valued — ^the honour of his profession — was 
lightly cared for, and that, had he been less zealous in its 
cause, he would have received more liberal treatment. 
** I must still buffet the waves," said he, in a letter to his 
iiiend Hercules Boss ;* " in search of what P Alas ! that 
they called honour is now thought of no more ;*' and then 
his conclusions : ** It is much better to serve an ungrateful 
country than to give up one's own fame." 

We do not view these expressions as the ravings of dis- 
content ; but as the natural ebullitions of an msatiable 
mind. Having no other immediate object before it, the 
mind preyed on itself and reverted with bitterness to the 
past ; but how different does he appear in the following 
para^aph, describing him as once more in the humble 
dwelling of his birth. " Nelson took up his abode at the 
parsonage, and amused himself with the sports and occu- 
pations of the country. Sometimes he amused himself 
with farming the glebe, sometimes spent the greater part 
of the day in the garden, where he would dig as if for the 
pleasure of wearying himself. Sometimes he went a 
birds' nesting like a boy : and in these expeditions, Mrs. 
Nelson, always by his express desire, accompanied him. 
Coursing was his favourite amusement. Shooting, as he 
practised it, was far too dangerous for his companions, for 
he carried his gun upon the full cock, as if he were going 
to board an enemy ; and the moment a bird arose, he let 
fly, without ever putting the fowling-piece to his shoulder. 
It is not, therefore, extraordinary, tnat his having once 
shot a partridge should be remembered by his family 
among the remarkable events of his life."t 

Nelson was now, perforce, the country gentleman. His 
ceaseless applications for employment were of no avail. 
There were scarcely any ships in commission, for all 
nations were, if not at peace, at least in a comparative 
state of tranquillity. It was the calm which precedes the 
hurricane. France was on the eve of the most fearful 
convulsion that ever shook or debased a coimtry. The 
period, however, was not to Nelson one of repose. He 
was worried by the angry spirits he had evoked while in the 
West Indies. He was served with a notification of trial 

* Clarke and M 'Arthur, vol. i. p. 107. 
+ Southey, pp. 53, 54. 
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on the part of tlie American captains whose vessels he 
liad detained, and who laid their damages at £20,000. 
This for simply doing his duty, seemed rather a strange 
return ; and Nelson, who never entertained the thought 
of flying from an enemy at sea, contemplated a retreat 
from the land sharks on shore. He made up his mind to 
quit the country, provided the Government declined sup- 
porting him. But he wrote to the Treasury, and in due 
course received a reply, which quieted all apprehensions. 
The Government undertook to defend him. This cause of 
annoyance removed, his mind again reverted to active 
service. All who endeavoured to sooth him, and to hold 
out hopes for the future, he looked upon as no longer his 
iHends. He distrusted Lord Hood, because that officer 
did not seem to use his influence with Lord Chatham. 
Had not Nelson been the restless individual he proved 
himself on shore and unemployed, he would never 
have been the Nelson of the Nile, Copenhagen, and 
Trafalgar. He asked for a ship or " a cockle boat," he 
cared not what. His requests were disregarded, for the 
time had not arrived ; but the 30th of January, 1793, 
gave him a commission for the 64-gun ship Agamemnon. 
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CHAPTEE III. 

1793—1797. 

The period had now arrived which wag to show Nelson 
in his true colours. Great in things of secondary import- 
ance, he was infinitely greater in nnairs of moment. He 
had no longer to contend with litigious collectors of cus- 
toms, and with a vacillating imbecile admiral. An enemy 
to the peace of the world was rising into power, and that 
enemy he was doomed, if not "to kill," A least to 
"scotch." It is worthy of remark, that the "little 
Corsican" and Nelson appeared to spring up simultane- 
ously. It was at Toulon that Napoleon Bonaparte was 
first brought into notice, and it was at Toulon and Corsica 
that Nelson laid the foundation of future fame. It was 
at the birthplace of Bonaparte that Nelson gave such 
convincing proof of his superior ability. 

The Agamemnon was a Bne ship of her class, mounted 
sixty-four guns, and possessed very good sailing qualities. 
She was built in 1781, and had been in Rodney's cele- 
brated action of the 12th of April, 1782. This was her 
second commission. The joy of Nelson was great at this 
imexpected change in his prospects, which a few weeks 
before had been all gloom. The Agamemnon was lying 
at Chatham, and tmther he repaired, and hoisted his 
pendant on the 11th of February. He sent officers to the 
seaports of his native county to obtain volunteers, and 
many were the gallant fellows who hastened to obey the 
call.* The popularity of Nelson caused his ship to be 
speedily and well manned. The Agamemnon arrived at 
Spithead from Chatham on the 28th of April, and after a 
short cruise in the Channel, sailed in Admiral Hotham's 
division of the Mediterranean fleet on the 11th of May. 

* Amon^ the number we must not forget poor Tom Allen. He 
was what the sailors termed "a chaw-bacon,'* and never had his 
head *' above a dead-eye ;" so he became a^ aat\i cS. N^'&\.\R>^'Sffl*s^> 
and remained his jfeithral follower and a«nwx\i iist TSisajK^ -3^»!c«.« 
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The fleet was under the command in chief of Admiral 
Lord Hood. 

The ports of Toulon and Marseilles, and the fleet, had 
hitherto remained true to Louis. Negotiations were 
therefore entered into with the authorities, which ended 
in the town and fleet's being provisionally placed in the 
hands of Lord Hood and Admiral Langara, in trust for 
the kinff of France. The result was, however, fatal to 
thousands of innocent people. The forts and harbour 
were retained until December, when the renublicans pre- 
vailed. The dock-yard was burnt, and the snipping burnt 
or brought away, m which several thousands of fugitive 
royalists escaped. The remainder were murdered in cold 
blood by the monsters who obtained possession of the 
place. Nelson, however, had been despatched to Naples 
to communicate with the British envoy. Sir William 
Hamilton. It was here that he flrst became known to a 
syren, against whose allurements, unlike Ulysses of old, 
he was unhappily not wholly proof. Lady Hamilton was 
the most fascmating woman of her day — but we will not 
dwell upon this matter. 

Having performed his mission to the court of Naples, 
and obtained, through Sir William Hamilton's influence, 
promises of 6,000 troops for the garrison of Toulon, 
Nelson sailed on the 29tn of September for Toulon, where 
he arrived on the 5th of October. On the 9th he received 
orders to proceed to Tunis, to join Commodore Linzee's 
squadron. On the 22nd, at 2h. a.m., being ofl* Sardinia, 
and having only 345 men at quarters — ^the remainder 
having been landed at Toulon, the Agamemnon &11 in 
with and chased the French frigate Melpomene, forty- 
four guns, 18 and 9-pounders, 4% men ; Minerve, same 
force; Fortun^e, 12 and 36-pounders, and 500 men; a 
24-gun corvette ; and a brig from Tunis. The enemy mis- 
takmg the Agamemnon for a frigate, allowed her to 
advance within shot of the stemmost — ^the Melpomene ; 
and a running action of three hours' duration took place. 
The Agamemnon sustained much injury to her masts and 
yards from the frigate's well directed fire, and had one 
man killed and two wounded. Had the enemy's ships 
supported one another, the Agamemnon in all probability 
would have been captured. At 8h. a.m., however, showing 
no diMpomtion to renew the aotum, isA \lbft iL^giaEtusmnon 
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being much disabled aloft, Nelson bore up for Ca^liari to 
refit. The enemy appeared about noon to meditate an 
attack; but finding the Melpomene so much damaged, they 
hauled up, and proceeded to Corsica. 

Nelson joined Commodore lanzee at Tunis, and negoti- 
ations were entered iato with the bey, to induce him to 
withdraw his support firom republican France, but ia 
vain. From Tunis, Nelson was ordered by Lord Hood to 
proceed to Calvi, in Corsica, to co-operate with General 
J^aoli and the anti-republican party in that island. PaoH, 
renowned in history as the great patriot of Corsica, had 
made overtures to Lord Hood. Uonmiodore Linzee wai 
also ordered to co-onerate with the Corsican forces, and 
to endeavour to expel the French. St. Fiorenzo was at- 
tacked hj Commodore Linzee, but the squadron was 
beaten on, chiefly by a martello tower, which set the en- 
gaging ships on fire by means of hot shot. This result 
was in 'pari owing to Iraoli's iaability to make a simul- 
taneous attack with his forces. Lord Hood having evacu- 
ated Toulon, brought his fleet to the attack. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Moore (afterwards Sir John Moore) and Major 
Koehler, accompanied by Sir Gilbert Elliot, held a confer- 
ence with Paoh, and it was agreed, that in the event of 
the expulsion of the French from Corsica, the island 
should oe attached to the crown of Jlngland. 

While this negotiation was pending, Nelson was cruising 
off St. Fiorenzo, where the French had erected a store- 
house containing flour near their only mill. Watching for a 
favourable opportunity, he landed a party of 120 men, who 
burnt the mill, threw the flour into the sea, and re-em- 
barked without loss, although a thousand men were sent 
against him. The blockade of St. Fiorenzo was continued^ 
and active measures taken to expel the French from the 
town and defences. This was at length effected through 
the united efforts of the soldiers and sailors — ^the latter of 
whom performed prodigies in dragging guns up almost 
inaccessible heights. The French sank three fngates at 
St. Fiorenzo, and retreated to Bastia. 

It was now that Nelson's part became one of prominence. 
His bold offer to land and, with the seamen and marines 
of the squadron and such forces as Lord Hood could com- 
mand, to take the almost impregnable citadel of Bastia, 
was such as must have startled the ftdsa\«ii>KsxaJw^» ^"^2^^ 
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journals which Nelson kept on the occasion,* give by 
far the best account of the occurrences at that place : — 

" March 1st. — Off Bastia. 2nd. — ^Lord Hood in sight. 
3rd. — Lord Hood made my signal, and acquainted me of 
the retreat of our troops from the heights, and of their 
return to St. Fiorenzo. Saw General Dundas's letter to 
Lord Hood, as also Paoli's. What the general could have 
seen to make a retreat necessary I cannot conceive. The 
enemy's force is 1,000 regulars, and 1,000 or 1,500 irre- 
gulars. I wish not to be thought arrogant, or presump- 
tuously sure of my own judgment; but it is my firm 
opinion that the Agamemnon, with only the frigates now 
here, lying against the town for a few hours, with 500 
troops ready to land when we had battered down the sea- 
wall, would to a certainty carry the place. I presumed 
to propose it to Lor^Hood, and his lordship agreed with 
me ; but that he should go to Fiorenzo and hear what 
the general had to say, aiid that it would not be proper to 
risk naving our ships crippled without a co-operation of 
the army, which consists of 1,600 regulars ana 180 artil- 
lerymen, all in good health, and as good troops as ever 
marched. We now know, from three Ka^san ships and 
one Dane, that our cannonade on Sunday, the 23rd of 
February, threw the town into the greatest consternation; 
that it almost produced an insurrection ; that La Combe 
St. Michel, the commissioner from the Convention, was 
obliged to hide himself, for had he been found and mas- 
sacred, to a certainty the town would have been surren- 
dered to me. But St. Michel having declared he would 
blow up the citadel with himself, was the only thing which 
prevented a boat coming off to us with offers. A maga- 
zine blew up, and the people believe we fired nothing but 
hot shot. The French shot were all hot ; that by our 
cannonade on Tuesday afternoon, the 25th of February, 
the camp was so much annoyed that the French ran, and 
in the town they so fiilly expected I should land, that St. 
Michel sent orders for La Fleche to be burnt; but it falling 
calm, I coTild not lay near enough the town to do good ser- 
vice. Many people were killed and wounded, and the 

* Some portions of the journals are ffiven in Clarke and M'Arthur's 
work, but for others we are indebted to Sir^ H. Nicolas's industry 
and research. Iiette» and Despatches, vol. U 
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master of the Ea^^a, who has been on board me, had a 
piece shot out of his leg, and the man next him killed. I 
lament that several women were killed, and a most beau- 
tiful girl of seventeen. Such are the horrors of war. My 
ship's company behaved amazingly well. They begin to 
look upon themselves as invincible — almost invulnerable. 
I believe they would fight a good battle with any ship of 
two decks out of France. Lord Hood offered me the 
Courageux, seventy-four, but I declined it : shall stay by 
Agamemnon. 

" March 4th. — Close off'Bastia. Bomney joined. March 
6th. — Close off Bastia; the enemy adding strong posts 
for the defence of the place. At this moment Bastia is 
stronger than when our troops retired from it ; how that 
has hurt me. Received a letter from M. De Frediani to 
request an interview, provisions, powder, shot, flints, and, 
if possible, two cannon. Sent an officer overland to Lord 
Hood, with my opinion that it was yet possible to take 
Bastia with 500 regulars and two or three ships. E/Cceived 
a letter from Lord Hood to say he would send me two 
^n-boats according to my desire. When I get them, the 
mhabitants of Bastia sleep no more. Sent the Bomney 
to Lord Hood. 

" March 7th and 8th.— Close off Bastia. 9th.— Went 
on shore to Erbalonga, and from thence to the Corsican 
camp ; had a good view of the enemy's post and the town, 
I am yet of opinion that Bastia may be taken by our troops, 
although it is certainly stronger than when our troops re- 
tired, and every day adds strength to the place. 10th.— 
Got to my ship. 11th. — ^Eomney joined me from Lord 
Hood ; brought me letters to say that General Dundas 
was going home, and that he hoped and trusted the troops 
would once more move over the hill. Sent the Eose 
cutter to lay off Caprera for a day or two." 

On this day Nelson addressed the following letter to 
Lord Hood : — " You may be assured I shall undertake 
nothing but what I have moral certainty of succeeding in : 
had this day been fine, it was my intention to have towed 
the Agamemnon in shore, and to have destroyed the house 
which the enemy has fortified for musketry, and also the 
new battery, wmch is nearly finished. I think we should 
have been out of the range of shot from the town. When 
the gun-boats arrive, they may perha.-^^ da>\.\i^\K«« \ ^^"^^ 
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tainly witli less risk than ourselves. It mtLst be destroyed^ 
or the Corsicans will be obliged to give up a post which 
the enemy would immediately possess, and of course 
throw us on that side at a quarter distance from Bastia. 
I hope our troops will soon join. If the Corsicans caa 
without them keep the enemy from quitting their posts, 
and advancing into the country, what may we not expect 
when ours act with them P The poor Corsicans know 
nothing but how to fire a musket ; yet certainly a good 
use may be made of them. Bastia may be easily bom- 
barded from the north side, as also Fort St. Croix, which 
is the post commanding Bastia." 

On me 12th the journal proceeds : — " OffErbalonga, fire 
miles from Bastia, getting off a little water. We are 
absolutely without water, provisions, or stores of any kind« 
not a piece of canvas, rope, twine, or a nail in the Bhrp ; 
but we cheerfully submit to it, if it but turns out fer 
the advantage and credit of our country. 13th.— Blowing 
strong the whole day ; the Vigilant giin-boat joined me. 
14th. — A strong gale all day with fliick weather — ^widi 
difficulty cleared the shore towards Cape Corse. ■ 16th.-- 
More moderate ; got up with Cape Corse. 16th. — Got 
ofi* Bastia. Found that one small boat with fifty-six sficki 
of corn had got in ; that the inhabitants are in the greatest 
distress for provisions, a small loaf selling for three livret. 
The Petite Victoire, having started a plank, was obliged 
to run on shore, and is hauled up ; the Vigilant and For* 
tun^e gun-boats not joined. The Bomney, Tartar, Van- 
neau. Fox, and Eose, with me. Sent on an express to 
Lord Hood to tell him we have nothing to eat. 17th.— 
Lieutenant Duncan, of the artillery, and Mr. Aug. De Butts, 
engineer, came over to examine the ground I had thought 
eligible for erecting batteries to bombard the citadel. 

" 18th. — ^Went on shore with them to examinethe ground. 
They both thought it an eligible situation for erecting a 
mortar battery : found a most convenient place for land- 
ing stores and cannon. At noon the officers returned to 
St. Fiorenzo. At four p.m. received a letter from Lord 
Hood desiringme to come to Fiorenzo ; left the command 
with Captain^aget. 

** 19th. — ^At eight a.ic. got into Fiorenzo. Grave Lord 
Hood my free opmion that 800 troops, with 400 seamen, 
would take Bastia, and that not attacking it I could not 
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but consider as a national disgrace. Found all the armj 
against an attack, and declaring the impossibilitj of taking 
Bastia, even if all the force were united. The general 
absolutely refused to attack Bastia ; but, wonderful to tell, 
he refused Lord Hood a single soldier, cannon, or store, 
to assist in the siege, March 25th. — Sailed from St. 
Fiorenzo with Lieutenant Duncan, E.A. 27th. — At day- 
light got off Bastia. Sent the Eomney to I^aples K)r 
mortars, shells, field-pieces, and stores. Anchored the 
Tartar four miles to the southward of Bastia, and the 
Scout off the tower of Miomo, three miles to the north- 
ward of Bastia. March 28th to 31st. — Close off Bastia ; 
our boats rowing guard off the Mole and town every night. 
Sent the gun-boats to cannonade the town. 

" April 3rd. — Landed for the siege of Bastia. 4th. — ^At 
ten A.M. the troops, consisting of artillery and gunners 
mi of the 11th regiment, 257; of the 25th, 123; 
of the 30th, 146; of the 69th, 261 ; of the marines, 218; 
and of chasseurs, 112 ; total 1,183, and 250 seamen, landed 
at the tower of Miomo, three miles to the northward of 
Bastia, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Yillettes 
and Captain Horatio Nelson, who had under him Captains 
Anthony Hunt, Walter Serocold, and Joseph Bullen. At 
noon the troops encamped about 2,500 yards from the 
citadel of Bastia, near a nigh rock. The seamen and car- 
penters were all night employed in cutting down trees to 
form an abbatis, and also to clear the ground towards the 
tower of Torga, whence the access to our camp was by no 
means difficult. A captain's picket was always mounted at 
Torga, with the sentry about a himdred yards in front of it. 

" fVom April the 4th till the 10th, all the seamen were 
employed in making batteries and roads, and getting up 
guns, mortars, platforms, and ammunition-worl^, of great 
labour for so small a number of men, but which was per- 
formed with an activity and zeal seldom exceeded. On the 
9th, about llh. p.m., the enemy opened a very heavy fire 
upon our camp from their mortars and guns. The alarm 
was beat, and fully expected an attack. This firing lasted 
until daylight ; but not a single man was hurt. The tents 
were much damaged, but the troops being imder arms, 
escaped. 

"Lord Hood sent in a flag of truce on the 11th, at 
7h. A.M., in one of the Victory s bo8it&. TVsl<& QS&s5«t v;^AsssaB- 
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tenant Carr^ Tupper, of the Victory), on his landing was 
grossly abused, until the arrival of La Combe St. Imchel, 
me commissioner for the Convention, when the moU 
became quiet. Having offered his letters to St. Michel, 
our officer was informed by the commissioner that he 
could not receive Lord Hood's summons, — *I have liofc 
shot,* he exclaimed, 'for your ships and bayonets far 
your troops : when two-thirds of our troops are killed, I 
will then trust to the generosity of the English.' On ihe 
officer's return with this message. Lord Hood hoisted a 
red flag at the main-top-gallant masthead of the Victory, 
when our batteries opened upon the town, citadel, and re-» 
doubt of Camponella, the English colours having been 
hoisted on the rock over my tent, and every man giving 
three cheers. Li our batteries were two 13-mch and two 
XQ-inch mortars, one 8-inch ^howitzer, five 24-noundeni, 
two 18-pounder carronades, three l^poimaers, one 
4rpounder field-piece, distant from the redoubt of Cam- 
ponella 800 yards, from the town battery 1,800, and 
m>m the centre of the citadel 2,300 yards, llie enemy 
returned a heavy fire during the whole day. The Proselyte 
frigate anchorea off the tower of Torga, about 1,200 yards 
from the town battery. Captain Serocold, who commanded 
her,* informed me that she took fire from red-hot shot, and 
that as he foimd the imi)Ossibility of getting the ship off 
the shore, he thought it right to set her on Sre in several 
places, and she burnt to the water's edge. 
. " April 12th. — ^A heavy fire was kept up by us during the 
whole of last night ana this day, apparently with good 
effect, the enemy preserving a continued fire upon us. In 
the afternoon I went with Colonel ViUettes, Lieutenant 
Duncan, E.A., and Captain Clarke, brigade-major, with a 
Corsican guide, to examine a ridge about one thousand 
yards nearer the town than our present position, and on 
which the Corsicans kept a stong guard every night. The 
enemy's continued fire of musketry and grape was poured 
in on us during the whole evening. Unfortunately, the 
last shot that they fired from CamponeUa killed the Cor- 
sican guide, who was standing behind Clarke, and shot off 
hii right arm and a part of his right side. Clarke was 

* Captain Bullen ako senred on board the Proselyte m a 
Tohmteer. He is now an admiral. 
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looking over my shoulder at Gamponella, whence we were 
distant about 260 yards. 

** We hegaxi on the 13th of April a battery for three 
24-pounder8, close to the Torga tower, which stands on the 
sea-side, 1,230 yards from the town battery, and 1,600 
from the citadel; and a little in the rear a battery for two 
24-pounders, a mortar battery for one 14-inch ifeapolitaa 
mortar, and for the two 10-inch mortars, which are to be 
removed from the upper battery. We were employed in 
getting up the guns, mortars, shells, shot, powder, and 
platforms, and in making the batteries until the 21st, as 
also a breastwork to cover a hundred men in case of an 
attack. 

" The Torga battery opened on the 2l8t of April, at day- 
light, on the town battery and Camponella, and apparentlj 
with good effect. The enemy kept up a most heavy fire 
on us the whole day with shells and shot from the citadel, 
town, Stafforella, Camponella, a square tower, and the two 
batteries newly raised under Stafforella. Brigadier- 
General D*Aubant came on the heights from St. FioremK) 
with all the staff and field officers of that army, and a 
guard of fifty Corsicans. 

" April the 22nd, the enemy were hard at work on the 
heights strengthening all theur posts ; the natural conse* 
quence of the parade of reoonnoitnng yesterday. A constant 
nnng is kept up night and day. We are informed by several 
deserters that our batteries have done great damage, and 
killed and wounded many of the enemy. Our guns have 
twice totally demolished the town battery, and very much 
damaged Camponella; but from our not having a sufficient 
number of men to take advantage of this, the enemy are 
enabled to repair them, and indeed make them stronger 
than ever. During this and the succeeding night, our 
Corsicans made two false attacks on the upper posts, and 
those to the southward, which must have harassed the 
enemy considerably. On the night of the 25th, La Combe 
St. Michel embarked in a felucca for Cabrera, which 
place he safely reached. 

" April the 27th, we began the battery on the ridge for 
two IS-poimder oarronades, and one 12-pounder on the 
spot where Captain Clarke was wounded ; 250 yards from 
Camponella, 900 yards from the citadel, 700 yards from 
the town. The getting up ganft to \)1^ '^'^XXat^ 
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work of the greatest difficulty, and which never, in mj 
opinion, woula have been accomplished by any other than 
British seamen. May the Ist, the new' battery opened ; 
the 11th regiment and chasseurs were removed to the 
ridge for the protection of the battery, and the post was 
strengthened with an additional number of Corsicans. 
Lieutenant [Georee] Andrews, and forty-five seamen, 
were also appointed to fight the battery. 

"On the 3rd of May, we began a battery for one 
24-pounder and a 10-inch howitzer, which was miished by 
the 7th, at night. The enemy, from the 1st of this month, 
had shown several dispositions, as if they meant to attack 
this post; but from some cause they never advanced.^ Five 
4r]^under field-pieces, with good abattis, would, in my 
opmion, if the post had been well defended, have prevented 
their making any impression on it. The seamen always 
slept on the oattery with their pikes and cutlasses. 

" Lord Hood, on the 8th, sent in another flag of truce at 
eight o'clock, which was refused; the mayor telling the 
officer ' that they would return bomb for bomb, and shot 
for shot.' Opened the 24-pounder and howitzer with the 
greatest gooa effect ; nor could all the efforts of the enemy 
knock down our works. A continued and increasing fire 
was kept up on the town and outworks. In the nidit of 
the 12th, a large boat came out of Bastia ; she was closely 

Sursued by our guard-boats and taken ; in her were three 
eserters, the captain of La Fortun^e frigate, twelve sea- 
men, eight Corsicans, and thirty woundea soldiers, going 
to Capraja. Her despatches were thrown overboard, but 
in the morning of the 13th, at daylight. Lieutenant Suck- 
ling, of the St. Croix schooner, saw the packet floating on 
the water, which he took up and brought to me. Probably 
in the hurry of throwing them overboard, the weight that 
had been tied to them luul slipped out of the string : they 
were all letters from Gentili, the commander-in-chief at 
.Bastia, saying how much they had been annoyed by our 
fire, which had been opened on them near forty days, and 
that if succours did not arrive by the 29th of the month, 
they must look upon the town as lost to the republic. 
These letters were addressed to Salicetti, La Combe St. 
Michel, and SanteUi. Lord Hood sent in the boat with 
her crew and wounded men, with a week's provision. We 
this day got a 9*poander on the ridge. 
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" On the 14tlL of May, the enemy displayed a picture on 
Camponella the whole day ; they dia not treat it with 
insult, and I think it was intendea for Lord Hood. Our 
batteries kept up an incessant fire. During the night of 
tiie 15th, our guard-boats took a boat £rom Capraja with 
gunpowder on board, bound to Bastia; Galeazzini, the 
mayor's brother, was in her: no despatches could be 
found. The enemy were employed preparing Gardiola 
for a mortar. 

" On the 16th got up a 13-inch mortar, which kept up a con- 
stant fire throughout the night. The wind blowing strong 
from the northward, three lK>ats attempted to get mto the 
town, with powder and provisions ; two were taken out, 
the third got in. From triis day until the 19th, the enemy 
fired more than usual both night and day. We had, also, 
often five shells in the air, all at once, gomg to Bastia. On 
the 19th some means had been taken to convey a message 
to Lord Hood,- that if he would condescend to send a boat 
with a flag, a negotiation would be entered into for the 
surrender of the town and its dependencies. In conse- 
quence, at 4h. F. H., a flag of truce was hoisted on board 
tne Yictorv, and a boat went from her to the town, and 
one from the town to the Victory. The enemy from Cam- 
ponella met us without arms, and our officers advancing, 
they shook hands, and were good friends. They said it 
was all over, and that Bastia was ours. So many interests, 
however, were to be consulted, that it was the ^nd in the 
evening, before our troops could take possession of the 
outposts. On the 19th, at 5h. p. m., our troops from 
St. Fiorenzo made their first appearance ; and on the 20th 
General D'Aubant and the whole Fiorenzo army came on 
the hills to take Bastia. 

" On the 22nd our troops, at 6h. p.m., marched from their 
posts, the bands playing ' God save the kinff.' At 7h. the 
French colours were struck upon CamponeUa, Stafibrella, 
Croix de Capuchin, Monseratto rock. Fort St. Mary's, 
and all the other outposts, and the British colours were 
ho&ted under three cheers from every seaman and soldier. 
The French troops all retired to tne town and citadeL 
23rd. — ^This mommg the British grenadiers took possession 
of the town ^ates, and the gates of the citadel ; and on the 
24th at daylight, the most glorious sigjbt '^&^ ve^'S^^s^sS^^iSs^ 
man can experience, and wloioli, "L \>^«^^» Ttf2pDft\s^ ^^^ 



B8 LIFB OT tiOBD NEL80K. [1794. 

Englishman could bring about, was exhibited— ^4,600 men 
laving down their arms to less than 1,CXX) British SQldiinrg 
who were serving as marines. 

Our loss of men in taking Bastia, containing upwards of 
14,000 inhabitants, and wnich, if fully occupied, would 
contain 25,000, was smaller thaii could be expected. Sea- 
men killed and who died from their wounds, twelve; 
wounded, fourteen. Soldiers killed and who died of their 
wounds, seven; wounded, twenty-three. Total: killed, 
nineteen ; wounded, thirty-seven. Officers wounded. Cap- 
tain Kudsdale, of the 11th regiment. Captain Clarke, of 
the 69th, and Lieutenant An<&ews, of the Agamemnon. 
By the most accurate account we can get of the enemy's 
killed and wounded, they had, — ^killed, 203, wounded, 540, 
most of whom are dead. We consumed 1,658 barrels of 
powder, and fired 11,923 shot and 7,373 shells." 

** I am all astonishment," wrote I^elson, " when I refleot 
on what we have achieved — 4,000 men laying down 
their arms to 1,000 soldiers and marines and 200 seamen." 
The force of the enemy was greater than he had calculated 
upon, and at one time Nelson was under the impression 
that the siege must be raised. He, however, considered 
British honour to be at stake, and he persevered until soo- 
•0688 at length crowned his efforts, ana the noble exertions 
of those by whom he had been supported. Lord Hood 
conveyed m the following letter his public thanks — ^his 
private acknowledgments were no less gratifying : — " The 
commander-in-chief returns his best thanks to Captain 
Nelson, and desires he will present them to Captains 
Hunt, Serocold, and Bullen, as well as to every officer and 
seaman employed in the reduction of Bastia, n)r the inde- 
fatigable zeal and exertion they have so cheerfully mani- 
fested in the discharge of the very laborious duties com- 
mitted tc them, notwithstanding the various difficulties 
and disadvantages they had to struggle with, which could 
not have been surmounted but by the uncommon spirit 
and cord id unanimity that have been so conspicuously 
displayec, which must give a stamp of reputation to their 
-ehuracters not to be effaced, and will be remembered wiUi 
ffratitude by the commander-in-chief to the end of his 

Litelli^^ence having reached Lord Hood that the French 
£^ having been repaired at Toulon snd TeivDiotooi^Yksd 



AT.. 35.] LIFB OF LOBD KBL80N. 89 

put to sea, his lordship determined to ^ in porstiit. The 
enemy's fleet had put into Gourjean Koads, where thej 
were protected by powerful batteries ; but the approaches 
being too intricate, he was obliged to abandon me idea, 
once formed, of attacking them at the anchorage. The 
mode of attack proposed by Lord Hood, it is said, sug- 
gested to Nelson the plan of doubling on the enemy's van 
and centre, which plan he afterwards adopted at the Nile. 
. The Agamemnon and her now distinguished captain 
was next despatched to Calvi, to co-operate in the siege of 
that place with General Sir Charles Stuart. At this place 
Nelson was associated with an officer afler his own heart. 
Though the projected employment was not less arduous 
than the siege of Bastia, If elson now felt that he was 
serving with a general whose merits were great. The 
details of this siege are, however, of too much moment to 
be lightly dismissed, and we shall therefore resort to the 
journal kept by our hero on the occasion, which shows how 
difficult the undertaking was, and how ably the obstacles 
to success were surmoimted. 

" June 13th. — Having ordered every transport and vic- 
tualler, except the ships m the Mole, to oe ready to sail wiili 
me, and a ship laden with empty casks, on the 13th of June, 
by eight o'clock, every soldier was embarked, amounting 
to 1,450 men, exclusive of officers. At noon made the 
signal to unmoor, and at four the signal to weigh. Sailed 
in company with the Dolphin, Gorgon, and twenty-two 
sail of vessels. At 7h. ▲. m. arrived at St. Fiorenzo, and 
anchored in Mortella Bay. General Stuart came on board, 
and expressed himself anxious to go onto the attack of Calvi, 
if I thought it right to proceed with the shipping,' which 
I certainly did ; placing the firmest reliance that we should 
be perfectly safe under Lord Hood's protection, who would 
take care that the French fleet at G^urjean should not 
molest us. I therefore gave the necessary orders, and 
sailed the next day (the 16th), at 5h. 30m. p.m., from Mor- 
tella Bay, with the Dolphin, Lutine, and sixteen sail of 
transports, victuallers, and store-ships. It was lOh. v. m., 
on the 17th, before any of the ships could get to an anchor 
on the coast, about four miles to the westward of Cape 
Revellata, the bottom rocky, and very deep water ; the 
Agamemnon lying in fifty-three fathoms, about one mile 
from the shore, opposite a little \£\q\> ^i^t^^'^QtJvft Ksg^^. 
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This coast is so rocky, except in .this inlet, that a boat can- 
not land stores on any other place ; and it is with the 
greatest difficnlty that a man can get up the cliffs. 

" 18th. — ^At 3n. 30m. a. m., I went on shore with General 
Stnart, to examine the coast, with the hopes of finding a 
better landing-place ; but we both agreed it could be only 
at the inlet called Porto Agro, though by no means a con- 
venient place for landing guns or stores, as sunken rocks 
lie twenty feet from the snore, with deep water between 
them ; and with a common sea breeze such a swell seta 
in, as to prevent boats from landing. This inlet is three 
miles ana a half from the town of Calvi. Examined the 
enemy's outposts, and foimd them as follow : — Mona- 
chesco, about 2,200 yards from the town, on the S.W. 
side of it. The Mozelle Fort, west from the town about 
900 yards ; and the Fountain battery in a shoulder of the 
hill between Mozelle and San Francesco, which last 
Btands on a rock on the north side of the peninsula, and ia 
washed by the sea. The town itself is apparently well 
fortified, but without any ditch. 

" 19th. — ^The troops were disembarked at 7h. a.m., under 
the direction of Captain Edward Cooke,* with six field- 
pieces, which the seamen dragged up the hills. I landed 
m the afternoon with 250 seamen, and encamped on the 
beach, getting on shore baggage for the army. By the 

feneral's desire I sent the Fox cutter, with directions for 
80 of the Koyal Louis, the 18th regiment, and 100 of the 
69th regiment, to join as soon as possible. During the 
whole of the 20th and 21st it blew so strong, with a heavy 
sea and rain, and with such thunder and lightning as pre- 
cluded all intercourse with the shipping, most of which 
put to sea. The seamen were employea in making wads 
for their guns, and in getting up three 24-pounder8 to the 
Madona, about two miles and a half from the landing- 
place, ready to act against Monachesco ; the road for the 
first three-quarters of a mile led up a steep mountain, and 
the other part was not very easy. 

On the 27th, we got up two 10-inch howitzers, and 
were employed all the day in canning the heavy guns 
and^ carnages about three-quarters or a mile forward 
during constant rain. Throughout the whole time a gale 

* This gaUant officer was mortally woimded at the capture of La 
Forte in 1799. 
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of wind cut off all intercoune with the sliips. At Ih. p.m. 
the French came out, and made an attempt to turn both 
flanks of the Corsicans. A gun-boat also came out to 
support their rear, and the enemy advanced under cover 
of a heavy cannonade. Our light corps were under arms 
to support the Corsicans if necessary, and the seamen ^ot 
down two field-pieces and flred at the gun-boats, which 
instantly rowed away. The eneiny rather forced our 
Corsicans to fall back, on which I went with General 
Stuart to them ; they kept up a smart firing of mus- 
ketry, and regained their posts. Colonel Sabbatini, their 
commandant, was killed, with two or three others, and 
five or six were wounded. The enemy retired to their 
works about 4h. p.m., and I believe have not the smallest 
idea of our intentions of bringing cannons over the moun« 
tains. 

" Jul^ 3rd. — The seamen were employed for six hours 
in bringing up stores from the landing-place, and at night 
carrying casks, sand-bags, and platforms towards the in- 
tended battery. The French cannoniers and Eoyal Louis 
made the three-gun battery against Monachesco, which 
they are to have the fighting of. 

" 4th. — The Eoyal lK>uis battery opened at daylight on 
Monachesco, and before evening did considerable damage 
to the enemy's works. It being the general's intention 
to make our battery this night against the Mozelle, he 
judged it proper to endeavour to draw off* the enemy's 
attention from that place by a show of an attack on Mo- 
nachesco. In the evening the Eoyal Irish marched from 
the right, whilst the light corps moved to the left. The 
Corsicans also, as soon as it was dark, began to fire, which 
the enemy thinking to be an attack on Monachesco, 
fired in all directions, not only from the latter place, but 
from the Mozelle, Fountain battery, San Francesco, and 
the town. In a short time, thinking, I suppose, that we 
were in possession of Monachesco, they directed their 
cannon against it ; and their musketry was fired entirely 
across the isthmus, apprehending doubtless a general 
attack. It was General Stuart's orders, which were as 
plain as it was possible for orders to be, that the working 
parties should move forward with the sand-bags, casks, 
and platforms after sunset ; and as soon as they ^eiee s^^ 
a little forward, I was to have moved. VvStJioL >2!aft ^gosjAs \sssfis» 
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at lOh. 30m., when the general returned, not an engineer 
had advanced. An attempt, howeyef, was made to erect 
the battery, bnt by midnight it was found impossible to 
accomplish it and moont the guns before dayhght. Hie 
general, therefore, ordered all the materials to be taken 
back to the place whence they had been brought. 

" 5th. — Carrying junk for mortar platforms, and placing 
the mortars on their beds ; getting also things forward ft>r 
the advanced battery. One hundred seamen were em- 
ployed all night. Lieutenant Moutray made a battery far 
two IS-pounders inside Eevellata, with twenty-five men. 

" 6th. — ^Procuring some planks, and preparing everything 
to be ready to work oriskly in the evening. At 9h.30m. p.jtf, 
a feint of an attack was carried on against Monachesco, 
which succeeded amazingly well. Not a shot was fired at 
us, for the enemy turnea tneir whole fire during the ni^t 
towards the post which they imagined was attacked. iBy 
excessive labour, and the greatest silence in every depart- 
ment, the battery was completed for six guns within 750 
yards of the Mozelle, and without the smallest annoyance 
Defore daylight on the 7th, and the guns brought close to 
it; but from unavoidable circumstances, the guns could 
not be mounted on the platform until two hours afterwards. 
The enemy did not fire at us until the fifth gun was ^et* 
ting into the battery, probably never thinking of loolung 
80 near themselves for a battery, when they opened a heavy 
fire of grape-shot on us : but the seamen did their duty. 
Considering our very exposed situation, our loss was 
small in numbers ; yet, amongst those who fell was 
Captain Walter Serocold, of the navy, who was killed by 
a grape-shot passing through his head, as he cheered the 
people who were dragging the gun. In him the service 
tost a gallant officer, and a most able seaman. Three 
soldiers were also killed, one of the Agamenmon's seamen, 
and Mr. Thomas Comey, mate of the Grand Bay trans- 
port, who was one of the volimteers. A little before 
•ix o'clock, ^we got two English 24-pounders and four 
26-pounder8 mounted on the platforms, in defiance of all 
opposition. At lOh. opened our fire from this battery on 
the Mozelle and Fountain battery : not a gun from the 
town can bear upon us, being so much covered by the 
Mozelle. We also opened our hill battery of two 
Sd'pouDders and a 12-inch mortar, 1,500 yards from 
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the Mozelle, with the Eoyal Louis battery of three 
36-pounder8 and two 12-inch mortars in the rear, and to 
the left of our advanced battery; all which kept up 
during the whole day a constant nre on the enemy. At 
3h. P.M. the enemy set fire to the famines in Monachesco, 
and abandoned the post, which the Corsicans took pos- 
session of. We had considerably damaged the works by 
night, during which we fired occasionally on their 
batteries. The enemy repaired much of their famine 
during the succeeding night. 

" By ten o'clock on the 9th of July, we had evidently 
the superiority of fire, and before night had dismounted 
every gun in the Fountain battery and Mozelle which 
bore upon us; but the guns in San Francesco annoyed us 
considerably, being so much on our left flank, and at so 
great a distance, that we could not get our guns to bear 
on it with any eflect. In the night, we mounted the 
10-inch howitzer 150 yards in the rear, and a little to the 
left of our battery, both of which fired on the enemjr 
every three minutes during the night to prevent their 
working. HaUowell and myself each take twenty-four 
hours of the advanced battery. During this day one 
soldier I was killed, and one soldier and two seamen 
wounded. 

" On the 10th, at daylight, we opened our fire on the 
Mozelle, and occasionally a gun on the Fountain battery, 
and found that the enemy had not done any work in that 
battery during the night, everything being exactly in the 
same state. At .the Mozelle they had placed a ^rreat 
number of sand-blags, to prevent our shot from striking 
under the arches of the bomb-proof of the cavalier, 
which we did yesterday by beating down the merlins of 
the lower wor£. By 7h. a.m., the sand-bags were mostly 
beaten down, and our fire went on without any opposition. 
By the evening the Mozelle was much shaken, and I am 
sure a breach may be made practicable, whenever the 

general thinks it right to turn his attention to it. To the 
onour of Gbsneral Stuart, he is not sparing of himself on 
any occasion : he every night sleeps with us in the ad- 
vanced battery. At 10 o'clock on the same day, saw the 
enemy carry off their field-pieces and howitzers, and • 
totally abandon the Fountam battery \ yR^^sA^ "Wio. t^ 
sooner done, thBn they opened aftreitOTCL^OQ»&>a$siis^^'^siS!i 
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town over their old battery and the Mozelle; and although 
they could not see our battery, yet great numbers of their 
shot struck it. By the evening a very large breach was 
made in the lower work of the Mozeile, and during the 
night,' Lieutenant Moutray joined with twenty-five sea- 
men ; at 10 o'clock, they got up two 36-pounders and one 
26-pounder. We had this day one soldier killed. 

"At daylight on the 12th, the enemy opened a heavy fire 
from the town and San Francesco, which in an extraor- 
dinary manner seldom missed our battery ; and at seven 
o'clocK, I was much bruised in the face and eyes hy sand 
fh>m the works struck by shot. Tne Mozelle was by this 
time much breached. At night replaced the guns de- 
stroyed, and fired a gun and mortar every three minutes. 
At half-past twelve the town was on fire, and burnt for 
three hours. We had two seamen and three soldiers 
wounded. 

" During the whole of the 13th, a constant fire was 
kept up from the town, which struck our battery very 
often, and dismounted another 26-pounder. This is the 
fifth gun which has been disabled smce the 7th, when our 
battery opened, and having only six guns in it, it is c^uite 
wonderful. At night we landed four 18-pounders, with a 
quantity of shot and shells in Port Yaccaja, and were 
employed in getting them up to the rear of our work ; and 
here 1 must acknowledge the indefatigable zeal, activity, 
and ability of Captain Hallowell, and the great readiness 
which he ever shows to give me assistance in the laborious 
duties that are intrusted to us. By computation to this 
nijght, we maybe supposed to have dragged one 26-pounder 
with its ammimition, and every requisite for making a 
battery, upwards of eighty miles, seventeen of which were 
up a very steep mountain. 

** 18th. — The 50th regiment were to assist in making a 
battery for three 26-pounders, to the right of the MozeUe, 
at about the distance of 300 yards ; the seamen were 
ordered to carry forward the guns and moimt them, and 
fdso one 13-incn mortar. Sixty seamen, imder Lieute- 
nants Thomas Edmonds and dreorge Harrison, were to 
carry forward the field-pieces. The disposition of the 
troops was as follows : — Colonel Wemyss, with the 18th 
regiment, was to proceed by the left of our six-gun bat- 
tsrjr, witii two field-pieoes drawn by seamen, and with 
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fixed bayonets was to take possession of the Fountain 
battery, which having carriea, the colonel was to direct 
his force against San Francesco, if it fired ; when the 
troops under Colonel Moore, with two field-pieces, drawn 
by seamen, were to move forward under cover of the 
three-gun battery, and carpenters under Lieutenant 
Thomas B. St. George, were to go before to cut down the 
palisades. A party under Major Brereton, were to ad- 
vance by the right of the Mozelle, and cut off the enemy's 
retreat from the town. Colonel MooreVs partv were to be 
supported by the 51st regiment; the 50th regiment, 
havmg finished their work at the battery, was to remain 
under arms ; and the troops were to move forward, lyin^ 
on their arms. We continued all night hard at work, and 
landed 112 seamen from the Agamemnon, under Lieu* 
tenant Maurice W. Suckling. 

" 29th. — The truce still continues; at ten o'clock 
General Stuart went on board the Victory. At night four 
small vessels got into Calvi, and the garrison gave three 
cheers. 30feh. — At noon an officer went into town with a 
flag of truce. At Ih. 30m. he returned. Got everything 
ready to recommence hostilities. A^ 5h. 30m. began firing. 
Hie garrison fired one general round, when they nearfy 
all left their guns, only now and then stealing a gun at 
us. By dusk three or four of their guns were totally dis- 
abled. During the night the enemy only fired three or 
four guns : we fired a ^un every three minutes. Lieu- 
tenant Byron, of the 18th regiment, and Ensign Boggis, 
51st regiment, killed. Lieutenant Livingstone, 30th 
regiment, wounded ; one seaman of the Agamemnon 
wounded. 

" August 3rd. — ^A gale of wind all day. The truce still 
continues. 4th, 5th, and 6th. — Gale continues: still a 
truce. 7th. — ^Preparing transports to carry the garrison 
and inhabitants to France. The gale abated. 8th. — Fine 
weather. Victory and ships in sight. 

"August 10th. — ^At nine o'clock, about 300 troops, a party 
6f seamen, some Eoyal Louis, and some Corsicans, were 
drawn up opposite the great gate to receive the garrison 
of Calvi, who at ten o'c&ck marched out with two pieces 
of cannon and the honours of war ; amounting in the whole 
to 300 troops, and 247 armed Corsicans. I immediately 
sent Lieutenant Moutray, and a paxty oi ^^vm^Ti^V^ \9S^ 
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possession of the firi^ates, gun-boats, and mercliant vessels 
n the harbour, and I also ordered six transports to come 
in ; and was employed aU the day embarking the gar« 
rison, the sick, and such inhabitants as chose to return to 
France. Out of their armed men the enemy had 313 sick 
in their hospital. We hare had six killed, six wounded* 
and two are missing. We expended 11,275 shot and 
2,751 shells." 

When placing this journal of his proceedings before his 
commander-in-chief ]Nelson was not unmindful of the gal* 
lant officers and men by whom he had been so ably sup- 

Eorted. " I have now onljr to acquaint your loraship," 
e wrote, " of the highly meritorious conduct of every officer 
and seaman landed under nry command, and to express my 
sincere acknowledgments for the very effectual support 
and assistance I have received from the ability, zeal, and 
activity of Captain Benjamin Hallowell ; and that Lieu- 
tenants Thomas Edmonds, James Morgan, and Ferrier,* 
were constantly with the seamen fighting at the batteries, 
to which were joined on the last batteries Lieutenanti 
Moutray, Joseph Hoy, and Maurice W. Suckling.'* 
Nelson also honourably mentioned Lieutenant G-eorge 
Harrison, agent for transports, and Mr. William Harring- 
ton, master of Hie Wellington, and the crews of the trant- 
ports. 

Thus, throuffh the indefatigable exertions of the com- 
bined land ana sea forces, this almost impracticable ser- 
vice was achieved. The climate, not less than the enemy's 
shot and shell, diminished the ranks of the invaders, and 
many a gallant fellowf was laid low by the intense heat of 
the ** Lion sun" to which all were exposed. Out of 2,000 
men, above half were in the sick-list, and the remainder 

* There was no Lieutenant Ferrior on the list at this time, but a 
liieutenant Isaac Forrieros (13 Dec. 1793), who was probably the 
officer alluded to. 

f Among the number must be named liieutenant James Moutrav, 
of the navy. The following inscription, drawn up by Captam 
Nelson, was engraved on a stone erected to his memory : — '' Saored 
to the memory of Lieutenant James Moutray, B.N., who, serving 
on shore at the sicffe of Calvi, there caught a fever, of which he die4, 
sinoerely lamente<^ August 19, 1794, aged 21 years. This stone is 
ersoted by an aileotionate friend, who well Imew his worth as aa 
oAoer and his aooomplished manners ai a gentleman." — Clarke and 
M'Arthur, vol. L p. 190. 
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little better than shadows. Nelson was the reed, and 
bowed to the storm which broke more sturdy constitutions. 
He, however, had sustained an injury of great moment. 
He casuaUj mentioned in his journal* that his face had 
been bruised and his eye injured from some sand thrown up 
by a shot striking the battery. The injury confined him 
only for one day, but the sight of the eye was irrecover- 
ably lost. 

Lord Hood, in addition to the hi^h eulogium passed 
upon Nelson's conduct at Bastia, agam bore testimony to 
his exertions at Calvi, and transmitted to England the 
journal which our hero had kept. But such was the loose 
way in which business was transacted at home, that hit 
services, pre-eminent as they were, received no public 
notice. His name was not included among the wounded, 
a fact, however, which may be accounted for by the cir- 
cumstance of his injury being by himself considered at the 
time as of little moment, ana not officially returned. In 
referring to such brilliant services one can pardon the 
asperity on Nelson's part at such seemingly pointed 
neglect. " One hundred and ten days," said he, " I have 
been actually engaged at sea and on shore against the 
enemy ; three actions against ships, two against Bastia in 
mj ship, four boat-actions, and two villages, and twelve 
sail of vessels burnt. I have had the comfort to be always 
applauded by my commander-in-chief, but never re- 
warded." He concludes the sentence with the prophetic 
words, " I will have a gazette of my own." 

The Agamemnon and the debiliteted remains of her 
gallant crew now demanded attention. One hundred and 
nfW men were in their hammocks, fifty of whom died, and 
Nelson was ordered to Genoa for the double purpose of 
recruiting the health of himself and that of his crew, and 
of carrying despatehes to Mr. Drake, the British minister 
at that place. The French had obtained possession of 
Yado Bay, and as it appeared probable they would attempt 
an invasion of Italy, Nelson was ordered to wateh their 
movements. 

Lord Hood, after the reduction of Corsica,, quitted the 
Mediterranean for England, leaving the fleet in command 
of Admiral William Hotham. Although Corsica was now 

* See p. 44, a%U. 
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a Britishpossession, and under the charge of Viceroy Sir 
Gilbert Elliot, the state of the Mediterranean was not 
promising. The Corsicans considered themselves a con- 

gnered people. Had England restored the island to 
lorsican rule, as an independent state, there seems little 
doubt that it would have remained so. By annexing it, 
howeyer, to the crown of Great Britain, an opening was 
left for jealousy, and the French party were not long in 
imdoing all that Lord Hood and his fleet had done. Tus- 
cany had concluded a peace, and was at the mercy of 
France. Nothing but the British fleet preserved even a 
semblance of power in the Mediterranean, and that was 
threatened. A French fleet of seventeen sail of the line 
put to sea from Toulon, for the express purpose of testinfi^ 
British superiority. Admirkl Hotham was at Leghorn 
with fifteen sail of the line, including the Neapolitan 
74-gun ship Tancredi and the Agamemnon. We have 
Nelson's own narrative of the action which ensued. 

The news of the fleet's being at sea was siignalled 
by the Mozelle sloop on Sunday, the 8th of March. Ad- 
miral Hotham put to sea from Leghorn Eoads on the 
morning of the 9th, but calms and light airs prevented 
any rencontre imtil the morning of the 13th. Although 
in greater force than the British, Admiral Martin was 
evidently in doubt as to the working condition of his 
fleet, and declined rather than courted tJi engagement. 
Accident, however, rendered a partial action imperative. 
" On the 13th, at daylight," wrote Nelson, " the enemy's 
fleet in the south-west, about three or four leagues, with 
fresh breezes. Signal for a general chase. At 8h. a.m., 
a French ship of uie line carried away her main and fore- 
top^masts. At 9h. 15m. the Inconstant frigate fired at the 
disabled ship, but receiving many shot, was obliged to 
leave her. At lOh. tacked, and stood towards the disabled 
ship, and two other ships of the line. The disabled ship 
was the (^ Ira, of eighty-four guns, 36,24, and 12-pounders, 
French weight ; 42, 2t, and 14-pounders, English weight, 
and 1,300 men; and the others tne Sans-culotte, 120 guns; 
and the Jean Barras, seventy-four guns. We could have 
fetched the Sans-culotte by passing the ^a Ira to wind- 
ward ; but on looking roimd I saw no ship of the line 
within several miles to support me ; the Captain was the 
nearest one on our lee quarter. I then determined to 
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direct my atteDtion to the ^ Ira, who, at lOh. 15in., was 
taken in tow by a frigate ; the Sans-colotte and Jean 
Barras keeping about ^un-shot distance on her weather 
bow. At lOh. 20m. the (^a. Ira began firing her stem 
chasers. At lOh. 30m. the Inconstant passed us to leeward, 
standing for the fleet. As we drew up with the enemy, 
so true did she fire her stem guns, that not a shot missed 
some part of the ship, and latterly the masts were struck 
by every shot, which obliged me to open our fire a few 
minutes sooner than I intended, for it was my intention to 
have touched his stem before a shot was fired. But see- 
ing plainly, from the situation of the two fleets, the impos- 
sibility of being supported, and in case any acciaent 
happened to our masts, the certainty of being severely cut 
up, I resolved to fire so soon as I thought we had a cer- 
tainty of hitting. At lOh. 45m., being within 100 yards 
of the ^a Ira's stem, I ordered the helm to be put 
a-starboard, and the driver and after-sails to be braced up 
and shivered, and as the ship fell off, gave her our whole 
broadside, each gun double-shotted. Scarcely a shot 
appeared to miss. The instant all were fired, braced up 
our after-yards, put the helm a-port, and stood after her 
again. This manoeuvre we practised till Ih. p.m., never 
aUowing the ^a Ira to get a gun from either broadside to 
bear on us. They attempted some of their after-guns, but 
all went far ahead of us. By this time the ^a &a was a 
perfect wreck, her sails hanging in tatters, mizen-topmast, 
mizen-topsail, and cross-jack yards shot away. The 
frigate now hove in stays, and got the (^& Ira round.* As 
the frigate first, and tnen the ^a Ira, got their guns to 
bear, each opened fire, and we passed within halt pistol- 
shot. As soon as our after-guns ceased to bear, the ship 
was hove in stajs, keeping, as she came round, a constant 
fire, and the ship was worked with as much exactness as if 
she had been turning into Spithead. On getting round, 

* The following passage, in Nelson's hand, CKicurs as a note in the 
Narrative : — " N. B. I (^served the guns of the ^a Ira to be much 
elevated, doubtless laid for our rigging and distant shots, and when 
she opened her fire in passing, the elevation not. being altered, 
almost every shot passea over us, very few striking, owe huU. The 
captain of the ^a Ira told Adnural Gk)odall and myself that we 
had killed and wounded 110 men, and so cut hia xv^i^s^ V> ^vsRi»ak> 
that it was impossiUe for him to get up otliec \x$pTE^^.^ 
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I saw the Sans-culotte, wlio had wore with many of the 
enemy's ships under our lee bow, and standing to pass to 
leeward of us, under top-gallant sails. 

** At Ih. 30m, P.M., Admiral Hotham made a signal for 
the van ships to join him. I instantly bore away, and 
prepared to set studding-sails, but the enemy having saved 
their ship, hauled close to the wind and opened their fire, 
but so distant as to do no harm, not a shot, I believe, 
hitting. Our sails and rigging are very much cut, and 
many shot in our hull between wind and water. But only 
seven men were wounded. The enemy, as they passed our 
nearest ships, opened their fire, but not a shot that I saw 
reached any ship except the Captain, who had a few 
passed through her sails. Till evening employed shiftine 
topsails and splicing rigging at dark in our station ; signal 
for each ship to carry a light. Little wind, south-westerly 
all night ; stood to the west«rard, as did the enemy. 

" At daylight on the 14th, taken aback with a fine breeze 
at N.W., which gave us the weather-gage, whilst the 
enemy's fleet kept the southerly gage. Saw the ^a Ira, 
and a line-of-battle ship which had ner in tow, about three 
and a half miles from us. The body of the enemy's fleet 
about five miles. 6h. 15m. a.m., signal for the line of 
battle S.E. and N.W. ; at 6h. 40m., for the Captain and 
Bedford to attack the enemy. At 7h. a.m. signal for the 
Bedford to engage close; Bedford's signal repeated for 
close action ; Tn. 5m. for the Captain to engage close ; 
Captain's and Bedford's signals repeated. At this time 
the shot from the enemy reached us, but at a great dis- 
tance. 7h. 15m. signal for the fleet tn^ come to the wind 
on the larboard tack, but which was shortly afterwards 
annulled. This signal threw us and the Prmcess Boyal 
to the leeward of tne Illustrious, Courageux, and Britan- 
nia. At 7h. 20m. the Britannia hailed, and ordered me to 
go to the assistance of the Captain and Bedford. Made 
dl sail. Captain lying like a log in the water, sails and 
^S&^S ^^o* away ; Bedford on a wind on the larboard 
tacK. At 7h. 40m. passed the Captain, hailed Admiral 
Goodall, told him Admiral Hotham s orders, and desired 
to know if I should go ahead of him. Admiral Groodall 
desired me to keep close to his stem. The Illustrious 
and Couraffenx took their stations ahead of the Princesi 
Bo^al. The Britannia placed herself astern of me, and 
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Tancredi lay on the Britannia's lee quarter. At 8h. tlie 
enemy's fleet began to pass our line to windward, and the 
9a Ira and Le Censeur were on our lee side ; therefore, 
the Illustrious, Couraseux, Princess Eoyal, and Agamem- 
non were obliged to fight both broadsiaes. The enemy's 
fleet kept the southerly wind, which enabled them to keep 
their distance, which was very great ; from ei^t to ten 
engamng on both sides. Al>out 8h. 45m. the illustrious 
lost ner main and mizen masts ; at 9h. 15m. the Coura- 

feux lost her main and mizen masts ; at 9h. 25m. the Ca 
ra lost all her masts, and fired very little ; at lOh. Le 
Censeur lost her mainmast ; at lOh. 5m. they both struck. 
Sent Lieutenant Greorge Andrews to board the prizes^ who 
hoisted English colours, and carried the captains, by 
order of Admiral Hotham, on board the Princess Eoyal, 
to Admiral Goodall. By comjnitation the Ca Ira is sup- 
posed to have had about 350 killed and woimded on both 
days; and Le Censeur about 250 killed and wounded. 
From the lightness of the air of wind, the enemy's fleet 
and our fleet were a long time in passing. It was past 
Ih. P.M. before all firing ceased, at which tmie the enemy 
crowded all possible sad to the westward, our fleet lying 
with their heads to the S.E. and E." The casualties in 
the British fleet amounted to seventy-three killed and 
272 wounded, including Lieutenants Ilathbone and Miles ; 
Masters Wilson, Blackburn, and Hawker. 

Without claiming for kelson a tittle more than his due, 
it is tolerably clear that but for his gallantry and skill 
in engaging the ^alra, nothing would have resulted from 
the desultory and indecisive movements, which for several 
days had marked the progress of the two fleets. Had not 
the Aeamemnon foug^nt uie disabled French ship on the 
13th, ner damages might have been repaired. One crip- 
pled ship in a fleet acts as a general disability to the 
whole ; and hence, as Admiral Martin could not leave the 
Ca Ira to fall a prey into the enemy's hands, the action 
of the 14th was unavoidable. Captain Fremantle, in the 
Inconstant, frigate, was among the first to attack the 
French fleet, and behaved nobly on the occasion. 

Admiral Hotham was satisfied with his two trophies— 
not so Nelson. ** Had we," said he, in a private letter, 
" taken ten sail and allowed the eleventh to escape, when 
it had been possible to get at Let, 1 ecviJA lis^^t \i»^^ 

E ^ 
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called it well done." His advice was to leave the disabled 
Courageux and Illustrious * with the prizes, and pursue 
the French fleet. Had his counsel been attended to, there 
can hardly be a doubt that the French fleet might, then, 
have been annihilated, as the ships were in a very dis- 
organized state. ** Sure I am," said our hero, when writing 
to ms wife, " had I commanded on the 14th, that either 
the whole French fleet would have graced my triumph, op 
I should have been in a confounded scrape." That this 
was no idle vaunt, Aboukir, Copenhagen, and Trafalgar 
abundantly testify. 

Southey and other biographers of Nelson have, we 
think, occasionally done mucn wrong to their hero, by 
placing the same stress upon his most confldential expres- 
sions as upon his publicly outspoken opinions. From this 
cause Nelson has oeen considered by many an egotist — a 
boaster ; whereas nothing is more opposite to the trnth. His 
public letters were such as a naval officer should write, — 
strong, vigorous, and to the point, but never arrogatory, and 
invariably giving honour to whom honour was due. But 
when writing to nis wife or to a bosom friend, he gave utter- 
ance to his ^elings imreservedly. Nothing is, we consider, 
more inexcusable than making such unguarded expressions 
the basis of Nelson's nrofessional character. The reader 
cannot avoid acknowleoffing the truth of his criticisms upon 
the conduct of Admiru Hotham ; but had such insmu- 
ations been publicly mentioned, instead of being contained 
in a letter written to a wife fand Southey does not state 
to whom it was addressed), tney would have been repre- 
hensible. The thanks of Parliament were voted to the 
admiraJ, and the officers and men of the fleet. 
I' Partial as the action was, it, for the time, saved 
Corsica ; but the blow was only parried for a brief interval. 
A reinforcement of six French sail of the line had, mean- 
while, arrived at Toulon, while all Lord Hood's arguments 
in England could not induce the British government to 
despateh an efficient fleet to the Mediterranean. This 
lukewammess caused Lord Hood to resign the command 
of the fleet, and his flag was hauled down in April, 1795, 
never to be rehoisted. A squadron of five sail of the line 

* The orijppled state of those ahips was probably owing to tho use 
of red-hot snot by their opponents. 
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was, indeed, ordered to proceed to the Mediterranean, 
nnder the command of Bear-AdmiriQ Man, but the rein- 
forcement still left the British fleet inferior to the French. 

IN'elson received one gratifying mark of approbation 
by being, about this time, nommated a colonel of marines, 
and, which was still more agreeable, was ordered on de- 
tached service. The armies of Austria and Sardinia re- 
quired the assistance and co-operation of a squadron, in 
order to drive the French from the Biviera di U«noa, and 
ihe Agamemnon and some frigates and small vessels were 
ordered to proceed to Vado Bay. But before reaching the 
scene of his intended operations, 19'elson was in immment 
daoger of falling into the hands of the French fleet. On 
the morning of the 7th of July the Agamemnon was seen 
by Admiral Hotham's fleet, then lymg in St. Fiorenzo 
Bay, under all sail returning to the bay, closely pursued 
and apparently surrounded by the enemy. Nelson's escape 
was a narrow one ; but the French fleet gave over the 
chase on observing the British fleet. Admiral Hotham 
immediately put to sea. 

" We are now at sea," wrote Nelson, on the 8th of July, 
" looking for the French fleet, which chased myself and 
two frigates into Fiorenzo, yesterday afternoon. The 
admiral had sent me and some frigates to co-operate with 
the Austrian general in the Eiviera di Genoa. When off 
Cape del Melle I fell in with the enemy, who, expecting to 
et hold of us, were induced to chase us over, not Knowmg, 

am certain from their movements, that our fleet had 
returned into port. The chase lasted twenty-four hours, 
and owing to the fickleness of the winds in those seas, at 
times I was hard pressed ; but they being neither seamen 
nor officers, gave us many advantages. Our fleet had the 
mortification to see me seven hours almost in their pos- 
session ; the shore was our great friend, but a calm and 
swell prevented our fleet from getting out till the morning. 
The enemy went off yesterday evening, and I fear we 
shall not overtake them. If we have mat good fortune, 
I have no doubt but we shall give a very good account of 
them, seventeen sail of the line, six frigates ; we twenty - 
three sail of the line, and as fine a fleet as ever graced the 
seas." On the 14tihL he wrote, " Yesterday we got sight of 
the French fleet ; our fliers were able to eet \i&'ax ^c^\s^n 
but not nearer tiian half gun-ahot*, \isidi ^ickj^^ffvsi^^^ba^^ 
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ten minutes longer, the six sliips would have each been 
alongside of six of the enemy. Man commanded us, and 
a good man he is in every sense of the word. I had every 
expectation of getting the Agamemnon close alongside an 
80-gun ship with a fla^ or broad pendant ; but the west 
wind first died away, then came east, which enabled them 
to reach their own coast, from which they were not more 
than eight or nine miles distant. Eowley and myself 
were just cutting into close action when the admiral made 
our signals of recaU. The Alcide, seventy-four, struck, 
but soon afterwards took fire by a box of combustibles 
in her fore-top, and she blew up. About 200 of her crew 
were saved by our ships. In the morning I was certain 
of taking their whole fleet, latterly of six sail. I will say 
no ships could behave better than our ships, none worse 
than tne French ; but few men are killed ; but our sails 
and rigging arc a good deal cut up. Agamemnon, with 
her usual good luck, had none killed, and only one badly 
wounded. %y chance, — ^for I am sure they only nred high, — 
they ^ut several ^hots under water, which have kept us 
ever since at the pumps. The enemy anchored in Frejus, 
and we are steering for Fiorenzo. The CuUoden lost 
main-topmast as she was getting alongside a seventy-four." 
Nelson mentioned the v ictory. Admiral Man ; Captain, 
Eeeve; Agamemnon; Defence, Wells; Culloden, Trou- 
bridge; Cumberland, Eowley; Blenheim, Bazeley; as the 
ships engaged on this occasion, but apologizes for any 
omissions. 

After this brush, which took place off Hi^res islands — 
a battle it could not be called — Nelson proceeded to 
Genoa, having a squadron of eight frigates under his 
command. In accordance with the advice of Mr. Drake, 
the British envoy, it was determined to stop the trade 
between France and Genoa, and the different places in 
the occupation of the French. This, however, was at- 
tended with considerable risk, inasmuch as neutrals 
claimed certain privileges, to suspend which, would render 
those who detained me vessels liable to civil actions. 
Forewarned by experience and prudence. Nelson executed 
this delicate task with immunity to himself and the cap- 
tains under him ; and he had the gratification of knowing 
he had put an end for the time to the fraudulent evasions 
of thoBe tnden under iGilBe colotm. 
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Greneral DeYins, with whom oar hero had to co-operate, 
was old, timid, and consequenthr indecisive, and the whole 
work necessarilj fell upon I^elson and his captains. 
Spirited propositions fell upon an unwilling ear. Had 
De Yins acted upon Nelson s suggestions, the supplies for 
the French army at Oneglia would speedily have been 
stopped, and Nelson at last entertained suspicions as to 
the sincerity of Austrian intentions. ** The army," said 
he, " is slow beyond all description ; and I begin to think 
the emperor is anxious to touch another four millions of 
English money." " War," he added, " is the trade of 
German generals, and peace their ruin ; therefore we can- 
not expect that they should have any wish to finish the 
war." In anticipation that De Yins would lay the blame 
of the failure of his projected operations against Nice to 
the want of co-operation of the Sardinians and British, 
Nelson urged the general to state the time and place at 
which he wished to embark his troops. To this De Yins 
replied, that as soon as Nelson was ready with vessels 
necessary for the transport of 10,000 men with their 
artillery and baggage, he would put the army in motion. 
The general knew well that his demand was greater than 
could be complied with, and was thus enableclto reconcile 
himself to doin^ nothing. Upon the whole, this service 
was most vexatious ; but Nelson had the gratification of 
finding his acts approved by his commander-in-chief. 

The Genoese ports swarmed with French privateers, 
which nightly issued forth and committed various depreda- 
tions, while merchant vessels were towed out to sea to carry 
on their business. This was permitted without remonstrance 
by the Genoese authorities, while the British squadron 
carefully abstained from offering any ofience to their fiag. 

The questionable neutrality of Genoa, however, was 
shortly put an end to. An Austrian commissary, travel- 
ling from Genoa towards Yado, with £10,000 in his 
charge, was waylaid by a party of officers and sea- 
men, belonging to the FrencJi frigate Brune, lying in- 
side the mole of Genoa, in conjunction with some pri- 
vateers, and the money brought back to Genoa. The 
following day, recruiting for the French army took place 
openly at Genoa, and 700 men were embarked, together 
with 7,000 stand of arms, intended to be landed between 
Yoltri and Savona, to excite and vtccl \)oa ^«asi«%» 
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peasantry. The expedition was, however, checked hy the 
arrival of the Agamemnon at Genoa, on the 13tn of 
November. The neutrality of the port was, it is true, at 
an end ; but Nelson's force was not eG[ual to the service, 
and he was unable to act on the offensive. He had made 
a requisition for two 74-gun ships and eight or ten 
filiates to be added to his squadron ; but in the mean- 
wmle. Admiral Hotham had quitted the station, and Sir 
Hyde Parker, who had been left in command, reduced 
instead of stren^hening Nelson's force. With the Aga- 
memnon, one frigate, and a brig, Nelson could only act 
the part of an imconcemed spectator. Not long before 
Nelson had been summoned to Genoa, he had chased a 
squadron into Alassio. In that port, on the 26th of 
August, ho previously had destroyed twelve vessels, in^ the 
face of 2,000 French troops. In consequence of this 
successM attack, the place nad been strengthened, and 
there were now within it 100 sail of vessels of yarious 
descriptions, including gun-boats and ships of war. Had 
the required reinforcement been given him, it was 
Nelson's opinion that the whole of the enemy's ships 
might have been destroyed. 

jDe Yins, after a lapse of time, demanded satisfaction of 
the Genoese government for the seizure of his conunis- 
Bary ; and witnout waiting the reply, took possession of 
some empty French magazines, ana posted sentinels at 
the veiT gates of the city. Had he been prompt, he 
would have found the magazines full; but the delay 
rendered the measure fruitless, and furnished a cause of 
complaint against him. Nelson was placed between two 
fires. Mr. Drake and the Austrian minister, with De Yins, 
required his presence at Genoa, where he believed he could 
do no good ; and on the other hand, he was of opinion that 
if he were not at Fietra the enemy's gun-boats would 
harass the left flank of the Austrians, and defeat would 
be attributed to the want of his co-operation. In the end 
the Austrians sustained a most decisive defeat. Many 
thousands ran, without waiting to see the enemy. The 
result, however, proved that his stay at Genoa was for the 
best ; for " had 1 not," he wrote, " been kept at Genoa, 
though I own against my inclination, 10,000 men, in- 
dodmg General De Yins, would have been made 
piwmen** The presence of the British squadron kept 
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the Pass of Boccheta open for the retreat. " Thus/' said 
I^elson, " has eaded my campaign. We have established 
the French republic, which, but for us, I verily believe 
would never have been settled by such a volatile, change- 
able people." " I hate a Frenchman," he added ; " they 
are equally objects of my detestation, whether royalistis 
or republicans — in some cases I believe the latter are the 
best. ' The defeat of the Austrians put the French in 
possession of the Genoese coast firom Savona to Yoltri, 
and deprived the Austrians of direct conmiunication with 
the British squadron. The Agamemnon, therefore, no 
longer of any service on the coast, proceeded to Leghorn 
to refit. Here the ship went into dock, and not until it 
was needed. She had hardly a sound spar or rope be- 
longing to her — shot and weather having rendered every- 
thing unserviceable ; and the hull of the ship was in so 
crazy a state, that several turns of a cable had been 
passed roimd her to keep her together. 

But a new era now dawned upon Nelson. Sir John 
Jervis had arrived out to take command of the fleet. It 
is not too much to say of Jervis, that for the emergency a 
more fitting officer could not -have been selected, fie was 
a man of iron, yet of sound discrimination. No officer 
ever hoisted a flag who knew better how to support its 
dignity ; and although his sternness knew no Imuts in a 
matter of duty and discipline, he carried beneath the 
roughest of exteriors an honest, and many think a feeling, 
heart. Bfis appreciation of Nelson was extraordinary. 
Nelson many years previously had been introduced to him 
by Captain Locker, but they had never sailed together. 
The fame of the energetic Conmiodore or Brigadier NelsoQi 
— ^for by those titles our hero was usually known — ^had not, 
however, been lost upon Sir John. The preference shown 
to Nelson had created some feeling of jealousy on the part 
of his brother-captains, some of whom, being his semors, 
considered themselves ill-used by his having oeen selected 
for a detached command. 

On the 19th of January, 1796, the A^amenmon arrived 
in St. Fiorenzo Bay, ana Nelson and me future Earl St. 
Vincent met. Nelson was received not only with atten- 
tion, but with a display of friendship for which he was not 
prepared. Sir John, understanding from a previous com- 
munication the crazy state of the Ag.ttswb'ssavoTi) q^^t^^Xa 
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Nelson the 90-guii eliip St. George, or the Zealou8» 
BeTenty-four ; but tlie oners were declined in a way which 
showed, at the same time, that the compliment was 
thoroughly appreciated. " I found him," ne wrote to 
Mrs. NelsoD, aescribing the interview, " anxious to know 
many things which I was a good deal surprised to find had 
not Deen communicated to him by others in the fleet; and 
it would appear he was so well satisfied with my opinion 
of what is likely to happen, and the means of prevention 
to be taken, that he had no reserve with me respecting his 
information and ideas of what is likely to be done." After 
this interview with the new commander-in-chief, it was 
observed to Nelson — " You did as you pleased in Lord 
Hood's time, the same in Admiral Hotnam's, and now 
again with Sir John Jervis. It makes no difference to 
you who is conmiander-in-chief." The remark, though 
uttered in no very friendly spirit, was perfectly true, for 
80 it was. Nelson was one of those who, being a 
thoroughly zealous, correct, and able officer, could not in 
the hour of need be overlooked, and it truly signified Httle 
to him, provided his commander-in-chief knew his duty. 

He was not long in gaining the heart of Sir John Jervis. 
When asked if he had any objection to serve under his 
(Sir John's) flag if promoted, he replied, if the Agamem- 
non were ordered nome before he obtained his flag, he 
should wish for many reasons to return to England in the 
ship. Still, he said, if the war continued, he should be 
very proud of hoisting his flag under Sir John's command. 
" We cannot spare you," responded Sir John Jervis, 
" either as captain or admiral," and in a short time our 
hero was ordered to resume his station in the Gulf of 
Genoa with a commodore's broad pendant. 

When Nelson quitted Genoa the French had such entire 
sway aU along the sea-coasts, that his presence appeared 
useless. But the French had not followed up their suc- 
cesses. General Scherer, who commanded the troops, 
possessed very little military genius, but owed his position 
to political power in the French Directory. He was soon, 
however, replaced by the rising star of France — Bonaparte. 

It was supposed that one column of the French army 
would take possession of Port Especia, either by pene- 
trating through the Genoese territory, or proceeding coast- 
fn0e. Nelson, to frustrate this probable design, determined 
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to obtain command of Yado Bay, and also to take Port 
Especia, in which case he considered Italy would be secure 
from anv attack of the French by sea. De Vine, the im- 
becile Austrian general, had been succeeded by General 
Beaulieu, who on the arrival of Nelson sent his nephew 
and aide-de-camp on board the Agamemnon. But the 
days of Austrian power were numbered. Hie battle of 
Montenotte ended in the total defeat of the Austrian 
forces — ^Bonaparte pursued his advantage, and in the 
course of a fortnight dictated terms of peace, or rather 
submission, to the court of Turin, by which all the strong- 
holds of Piedmont were placed in his hands. 

On one occasion only had Nelson the opportunity of 
impeding the progress of the energetic and able French 
general. Six vessels laden with ordnance and mili- 
tary stores, intended for the siege of Mantua, sailed 
from Toulon for St. Pier d' Arena. The Meleager, 
Captain George Cockburn, assisted him in the capture of 
the whole, after driving them under batteries which they 
succeeded in silencing. The loss of the artillery was of 
great moment, and was one of the chief causes which com- 
pelled Bonaparte to raise the siege of Mantua. The im- 
becility and treachery of the allied powers, however, pre- 
cluded Austria from taking advantage of this reverse. 
Napoleon saw that Italy was within his grasp — ^he disre- 
garded the formalities of neutrality — pushed forward, and, 
in contempt of treaties and governments, entered Tuscany 
and' occupied Leghorn. 

The Agamemnon was by this time in so crazy a state, 
that the admiral determined to send her to England before 
the winter months, and Captain Dudley Pater, of the 
74-gun ship Captain, being desirous to go home, was 
ordered to exchange ships with Nelson. The critical 
question whether Nelson should return to England in his 
old ship was for some time under consideration. He was 
daily expecting his promotion, and he knew probably he 
might have dMculty in being able to hoist iiis flag for 
some time if he were in England, and he was aware, on 
the other hand, that he would be ordered to do so imme- 
diately, if he remained under Sir John Jervis's command. 
His desire to return home at length yielded to his still 

freater wish to serve his country, in a letter ^ ^aiasL 
une 5th, 1796, written at 8l. "Eiotodlzo, ^SwstXia.^^'^Nss^ 
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from Leghorn, he stated his anxiety and wishes ; and hig 
letter is the more interesting from the regard it manifestp 
for his faithful and gallant followers. 

" I am not the less anxious than yesterday, for haying 
slept since my last letter. Indeed, sir, I cannot bear the 
thoughts of leaving your command. You have placed an 
unbounded confidence in me, and I own I feel that no 
exertion of mine has been for a moment wanting to merit 
80 great an honour. I have yet another mode to propose, 
if you approve : the promotion then will be of no advan- 
tage to vou, and very trifling e^nse— which is, that if 
you really think I sludl have the happiness to hoist my 
fla^ under your command, that Captain Pater, who will 
go nome passenger in the Agamemnon, may be captain of 
ner, and my pendant can be hoisted in anything. It is 
true, this way, I shall lose the officers, which I shall 
regret (but tliat cannot be helped) ; for I know of none 
equally good in the fleet. I will not take many mids 
and men out of the ship." 

On the 11th, Nelson, according to the above arrange- 
ment, quitted the Affamemnon, and went on board Sie 
Captain, accompanied by Lieutenants Edward Berry, 
Peter Spicer, James Summers, and James I^oble ; and on 
the I7th was ofl* Cape Sicie, where he joined the fleet. 
On the 18t^ the Captain sailed for QenoB.. 

Under the altered circumstances of our foreign rela- 
tions, the sQua^n could do no more than establish a 
rigid blockaae of Leghorn, and endeavour to intercept 
suppHes intended for me French army. It was also oon- 
sioered advisable to take possession of the islands of Elba 
and Capraja, to save them from falling, as the shores of 
Tuscany had done, into the hands of ]£>naparte. Accord- 
ingly, on the 10th of July, Nelson, and a body of troops, 
under Major Duncan, hmded at Porto Ferraja, and 
obtained peaceable possession of the fortress ana island, 
promising, at the same time, that Tuscan property should 
be respected. On the 18th of September, Capraja also 
capitulated ; but not until active measures had been taken 
to oesiege the place. Notwithstanding these various suc- 
cesses at sea» the British government became alarmed at 
the prospect. Spain had espoused the cause of repubHcaa 
France, and by the union of the fleets of the two 
couatriee, the annihilation of the British fleet in tha 
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Mediterranean was anticipated. Orders were therefore 
sent out to evacnate Corsica, and to withdraw from the 
Mediterranean. Snch orders came like a thunderbolt 
upon Nelson, and in his letters to Mrs. Nelson, he ex- 
pressed his mortification in no measured terms. That the 
aspect of aiSairs was threatening, however, cannot be 
denied. The Spanish fleet comprised twenty-seven large 
sail of the line ; me batde of St. Vincent had not then 
been fought, and the precise character of such an enemy 
had not been proved. Sir Gilbert Elliot partook in 
Nelson's feelings, and was deeply chagrined at the deter- 
mination of the British government. 

No sooner had it become known^ at Bastia that an eva- 
cuation was in contemplation, than an attempt was made 
to sequestrate British property, and the viceroy was in 
danger of being made prisoner by the republican Corsi- 
cans. Nelson was ordered to superintend the evacuation, 
— ^truly a bitter cup to him, who nad laboured so hard for 
its conquest at Bastia and Calvi. A conamittee of thirty 
had taken upon themselves the government of the island : 
and armed Corsicans mounted guard at every place. 
Many believed it impossible to save anything ; and a pri- 
vateer was impudently stationed at the Mole-head of 
Bastia, to prevent the mgress or e^ess of boats. On his 
arrival, Commodore Nelson moored his squadron, consist- 
ing of the 74-gim ship Egmont, Captain Sutton ; Diadem, 
sixty-four. Captain Towry; and Captain, opposite the 
town. ** At noon," wrote Nelson, " having made the 
signal for boats manned and armeSl, I ordered Captain 
Towry to proceed into the mole with them, and to open 
the passage for all the vessels which chose to come out, 
with instructions to take the first English vessel he came 
to in tow, and if he met with the sm^est molestation he 
was to send to the mimicipality in my name, and inform 
them that if the least impediment were thrown in the way 
in getting any vessel out of the Mole, or in embarking any 
property oelonging to the English from the town, I would 
mstantly batter it down. Captain Sutton very handsomely 
went to Towry's assistance ; for, on the approach of tlie 
latter to the Mole, the privateer pointed her guns, and 
100 muskets were levelled from the Mole-head. On this. 
Captain Sutton sent my message, and pulling out his W8.tx:ih^ 
gave them one quarter of an hour for aa aas?i«t,^V«a.*^^ 
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fillips would, in five minuteB, open their fire. TJpon this, 
the people on board the privateer, and from the Mole- 
hem, even to the Corsican sentries, quitted the place 
with the utmost precipitation ; and of course every vessel 
came out of the Mole. In the afternoon an owner of a 
privateer came to me to say he had forty hogsheads of 
tobacco, with various other goods, in the custom-house ; 
and that the municipality refused t9 deliver them. I 
directed him to go to the committee, and say I sent him 
for his goods, which if not instantly delivered, I would 
open my fire. In five minutes he returned with the keys, 
and said, the committee turned white as a sheet, said not 
a word, but cave him the keys. At night they made an 
efibrt to get auty paid for some wine landed, and of course 
going to be embarked by an English merchant. I had 
only occasion to send word that I would pay them a dis- 
agreeable visit if I had any more complaints. From that 
moment not an armed man was to be seen in the street. 
Bastia had never been so quiet and orderly since we had 
had possession of the islaDd." 

That night (Oct. 14) Sir Gilbert Elliot embarked on 
board the Captain. On the following morning, Nelson 
landed with his troops to take post at the viceroy's house, 
which commanded the landing-place. The embarkation 
of stores continued day and night till the 19th, by which 
time property to the value of near a quarter of a million 
sterling had been saved. Nor was this haste unnecessary, 
for on the 18th a landing of French troops had taken place 
at Cape Corse, about 4;liirty-8ix miles from Bastia, and had 
communicated with the Corsican authorities. At mid- 
night on the 19th, after spiking the guns, the English 
troons embarked. General De Burg and Nelson waited 
till dawn of day. On getting into his boat, Nelson, beinff 
the last to quit the island, turned to the Corsican mob and 
exclaimed, ** Now, John Corse, follow the natural bent of 
your detestable character — plunder and revenge." So 
well arranged had been the evacuation, that Nelson 
brought off the last two field-pieces which had been placed 
to cover the retreat. The squadron then sailed for JPorto 
Ferraj[a, where the merchant vessels were safely anchored. 
At this time the Spanish fleet was off St. Fiorenzo. On 
the 2nd November, Commodore Nelson ssdled to rejoin 
the fleet under Sir John Jervis, at Gibraltar. 
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On tlie lOth December, Nelson received orders to hoist 
his broad pendant on board the Minerye frigate, Captain 
George Cockbum, and, taking under his orders the 
Blanche, Captain Preston, proceed to Porto Ferraja, to 
the assistance of the ships in that port, and to convey the 
troops and stores which had been landed there to Gibraltar 
and Lisbon. On his waj to execute his mission, the com- 
modore fell in with two Spanish frigates. It was on the 
night of the 19th. The Minerve pursued the ship which 
carried a poop light, and the Blanche was ordered to go in 
chase of the oflier. At lOh. 20m. p.m. the Minerve 
brought the stranger to action, and after a smart running 
fight, which lasted till Ih. 30m. a.m., the enemy surren- 
dered. The Minerve's opponent was the Spanish 40-gun 
frigate Sabina, Captain Don Jacobo Stuart. Previously 
to surrendering, the Sabina had her mizenmast shot away 
and her fore and main masts fell shortly after she struck. 
The Minerve had seven men killed, and Lieutenant Noble, 
Mr. Merryweather, boatswain, and thirty-four wounded. 

The Blanche did not succeed in overtaking the other 
frigate, Ceres ; and at daylight she was discovered no 
longer the pursuer, but the pursued. Two Spanish line- 
of-battle ships and the Ceres were in eager chase ; and on 
discovering the Minerve and dismasted Sabina, they also 
became objects of attention. Lieutenants Culverhouse 
and Thomas M. Hardy, with a party of men, had been 
sent into the Sabina. With imprecedented celerity thejr 
succeeded in getting up jury-masts, and in making sail 
upon the ship ; and it was mainly owing to the ability 
and able tactics displayed on board the Sabina, in divert- 
ing the Spanish squadron from her, that the Minerve was 
saved from capture. The Minerve reached Porto Ferraja, 
where Nelson restored to the Spanish captain his sword, 
and sent him with a flag of truce, together with all the 
Spanish prisoners at Ferraja, to Carthagena. 

General De Burg, who commanded the garrison at Elba, 
scrupled about rehnquishing his post without orders from 
England; but Sir John Jervis's instructions were ex- 
plicit, and Nelson, acting under his orders, withdrew the 
naval establishment, leaving the transports victualled, and 
ready to embark the stores and troops in three days. 
Before quitting the Mediterranean, Nelson received from 
Mr. Drake, the British envoy, the moCk\> ^»^&fas%\«^- 
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mony to the noble energy he had displayed on all occa- 
sions. 

On the 22nd of January, 1797, the Minerre sailed 
from Porto Ferraja, and proceeded to reconnoitre Tonlon 
and Oarthagena on her way to Gibraltar. On the 10th 
of February, he arrived at Gibraltar, where Nelson wa« 
happy to find the gallant lieutenants of the Minerve and 
the prize crew of me Sabina, who had been exchanged by 
the Spaniards. From Gibraltar he sailed for Lisbon, and 
only a few hours before the memorable victory off Cape 
St. Vincent, the Minerve joined Sir John Jervis's fleet. 
Kelson had learned some particulars respecting the 
Spanish fleet, which he was thus able to communicate, 
and Si]f John immediately ordered him to rehoist his 
broad pendant on board the Captain. 

At daylight on the 14th or February, 1797, a noble 
sight greeted the vision of Sir John Jervis and his brave 
followers : it was no less than a fleet of twenty-seven sail 
of the line, in two divisions, and in much disorder. The 
British fleet numbered only flfteen sail of the line, but 
included the imposing force of six three-decked ships. 
The Spanish admiral, in the weather division, was en- 
deavouring to effect a junction with the lee division, 
consisting of nine sail, and Jervis determined to prevent 
this if possible. His fleet, in compact order on tne star- 
board tack, close-hauled, was sufficiently advanced to 
frustrate the manoeuvre ; and the Spani^ admiral, flnding 
that by persevering in his intention of crossing ahead of 
the fleet he would be obliged to engage the British with 
his ships in great disorder, wore round on the larboard 
tack, and bore away with the design of effecting a junc- 
tion by jgoing to leeward under the stem of the English 
line. Sir John Jervis now made the signal for his fleet to 
tack in succession. The Culloden, heins the leading ship, 
was the flrst to obey the signal ; and that ship was soon 
blazing away at the rearmost Spanish ships. The Culloden 
was followed by the Blenheim and other ships astern ; 
but tacking in succession being a tedious process, it would 
have been a long time before it came to Nelson's turn, 
whose ship was stationed the third from the rear. Nelson, 
imder the circumstances, put a very liberal construction 
an the order to tack and engage the enemy ; and observinfl% 
^m biB poBition in the line, ihe ixitenti<»i of the Spaninb 
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admiral, lie determined to do his part towards frustrating 
the object. It must be clearly understood, that the 
leading Spanish ships were by this time abaft the weather 
beam of the Captain. Colonel Drinkwater, as well as Nel- 
son, says the sternmost Spanish ships had done this, and 
the only way in which JNelson could taJce a part in the 
action was by wearing out of his position, and placing his 
ship across the bows of the enemy. He accordingly gave 
orders to Captain Miller to wear. 

The order to wear was promptly obeyed, and by this bold 
And seemingly unauthorized evolution, Nelson was, in a 
short time, in the thickest of the fight. He engaged first the 
Spanish admiral, in the Santisima Trinidad, a huge four- 
decker of 136 guns, and continued his daring fight with a 
number of ships for a short time unassisted. The intrepid 
conduct of the commodore staggered the Spanish admiral, 
who already appeared to waver in pursuing his design of 
joining the ships cut oflf by the British fleet, when the 
Culloden's timely arrival, and Troubridge's spirited sup- 
port of the commodore, together with the approach of the 
Blenheim, followed by Bear- Admiral Parker in the Prince 
George, with the Orion, Irresistible, and Diadem, not far 
distant, determined the Spanish admiral to change his 
design altogether, and to throw out the signal for the ships 
of the mam body to haul to the wind, and make sail on 
the larboard tack. Not a moment was lost in improving 
the advantage now apparent in favour of the British 
sc[uadron. As the ships of Hear- Admiral Parker's divi- 
sion approached the enemy's ships in support of the 
Captain and her gallant seconds, the Blenheim and Cul- 
looen, the cannonade became more animated and impres* 
sive. In this manner did Commodore Nelson engage a 
Spanish three-decker, until he had nearly expended all his 
ammunition. The Captain had already sustained the loss 
of her foretop-mast, and received such considerable damage 
in her sails and rigging, that she was almost disabled. The 
80-gun ship San Nicolas had latterly become the com- 
modore's opponent, and a most vigorous fire was kept up 
for some time within pistol-shot. 

By the. fire of this ship the Captain lost many men, 
and the damages already sustained through the long and 
arduous conflict which she had maintained appeared t^ 
render a continuance of the contest m ^ik<B ^JkSsvxjsS.'^^ "^^" 
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cariouB, if not inmossible. At tliis critical moment, Nelscm 
reflolved on a bofd and decisire measure, and determined, 
whatever mi^ht be the event, to attempt to board his 
opponent. The boarders were summoned, and orders 
given to Captain Miller to lay the Captain on board the 
enemy. 

The order was judiciously obeyed, and the larboard bow 
of the Captain struck the starboard quarter of the San 
Nicolas, her spritsail-yard passing over the enemy's po<^, 
and hooking in her mizen shrouds. When the order to 
board was given, the officers and seamen destined for this 
service, h^ed by Captain Edward Berry,* together 
with the detachment of the 69th regiment, doin^ duty as 
marines on board the Captain, commanded by Lieutenant 
Pierson, passed with rapidity on board the enemy's ship, 
and in a short time the San Nicolas was in possession 
of her intrepid assailants. The commodore's ardour would 
not permit nim to remain an inactive spectator. He con- 
sidered his presence might animate his brave companions, 
and contribute to the success of the enterprise ; he there- 
fore accompanied the boarding party, by passing from the 
fbre-chains of his own ship into the enemy's quarter- 
gallery, and thence through the cabin to the quarter-deck, 
where he arrived in time to receive the sword of the dyine . 
Commodore Geraldino, who had been mortally woundea 
by the boarders. 

He had not long been employed in taking the necessary 
measures to secure this conquest, when he found himself 
engaged in a more arduous task. The San Josef, his for- 
mer opponent, in consequence of her immanageable state, 
had fadlen on board the San Nicolas, the stem of that ship 
striking the weather-beam of the prize. The fire of 
•Btusketry from the poop and galleries of this opponent 

• having sorely annoyed Nelson's party, the commodore re- 
•olved, as the best of two alternatives, to board the three- 

* decker. Directing Captain Miller to send an additional 
- Bumber of men from the Captain on board ti^e San Nicolas, 

Nelson headed the assailants in this new attack, exclaim- 
ing : — " Westminster Abbey, or glorious victory I" 
Suoeess crowned the enterprise. The British no sooner 

* This officer had been promoted, but was now serving as a 
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appeared in the chainB and on the quarter-deck of their 
new opponent than the commandant adranced, and asking 
for the British commanding officer, dropped on one knee, 
and presented his sword ; apologizing, at the same time, 
for the Spanish admiral's not appearing, as he was dan- 
geronsly wounded. Nelson could scarcely persuade him- 
self of the reality of this second instance of good fortune. 
He ordered the Spanish commandant, who nad the rank 
of a brigadier, to assemble the officers on the quarter-deck, 
and to direct means to be taken instantly for acquainting 
the crew with the surrender of the smp. The officers 
immediately appeared, and the commodore had the sur- 
render of the ban Josef duly confirmed, by each delivering 
his sword. 

The coxswain of I^elson's barge had closely attended 
his commodore throughout this perilous moyement. To 
him the swords of the Spanish officers were delivered as 
Kelson received them; and the gallant tar tucked the 
honourable trophies under his arm with all the coolness 
imaginable. It was at this moment, also, that a British 
sailor, who had long fought under the commodore, came 
up in the fulness of nis heart, and excusing the liberty he 
was taking, asked to shake him by the hand, saying, he 
" might not have such another place to do it in." 

This conquest had scarcely been completed when the 
San Nicolas was discovered to be on fire in two places. 
At the first moment appearances were alarming ; but the 
presence of mind and resources of Nelson and his officers, 
m this emergency, soon got the fire under. A signal was 
now made by the Captain for boats to assist her clear from 
the two prizes ; ana as she was incapable of farther pre- 
sent service, the commodore rehoisted his pendant on 
board the Minerve frigate. In the evening it was shifted 
to the Irresistible, Captain George Martin. 

The " few remarks " subsequently written by Nelson 
must of necessity have a place in every history of the 
hero's performances : — " At Ih. p. m., the Captain having 
passed the stemmost of the enemy's ships, which formed 
their van and part of their centre, consisting of seventeen 
sail of the line, they on the larboard, we on the starboard 
tack, the admiral made the signal to tack in succession ; 
but perceiving all the Spanish ships to bear up before the 
wind, evidenUy with an intention oi ioxwim^ ^^fikisa^^i^o^. 

V 2 
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going large, joining their separated diyisions— at that time 
engaged with some of our centre ships, or flying from us. 
To prevent either of their schemes from taking effect, I 
ordered the ship to be wore, and passing between the 
Diadem and the Excellent, at a quarter past one o'clock, 
was engaged with the lieadmost, and, of course, leeward- 
most of me Spanish division. The ships which I knew 
were the Santisima *Trinidad, 136 ; San Josef, 112 ; Sal- 
vador del Mundo, eighty ; San Nicolas, eighty ; another 
first-rate, and a seventy-four, names unknown. 

" I was immediately joined and most nobly supported 
by the Culloden, Captam Troubridge ; the Spanish fleet 
not wishing, I suppose, to have a decisive battle, hauled 
to the wind on the larboard tack, which brought the ships 
above mentioned to be the leewardmost and sternmost 
ships in their fleet. For near an hour, I believe (but do 
not pretend to be correct as to time), did the Culloden and 
Captain support this apparently, but not really, unequal 
contest ; wnen the Blenheim passing between us and the 
enemy, gave us a respite, and sickened the dons. 

" At this time the Salvador del Mundo and San Isidro 
dropped astern, and were fired into, in a masterly style, 
by the Excellent, Captain Collingwood, who compelled the 
San Isidro to hoist English colours ; and I thought 
the large ship, Salvador del Mundo, had also struck ; but 
Captain Collmgwood, disdaining the parade of taking pos- 
session of a vanquished enemy, most gallantly pushed up, 
with every sail set, to save his old friend and messmate, 
who was to appearance in a critical state ; the Blenheim 
being ahead, the Culloden crippled and astern. The 
Excellent ranged up within two feet of the San Nicolas, 
giving a most tremendous fire. The San Nicolas luffing 
up, the San Josef fell on board her ; and the Excellent 
passing on for the Santisima Trinidad, the Captain re- 
sumed her station abreast of them, and close alongside. 
At this time, the Captain having lost her foretop-mast, 
not a sail, shroud, nor rope left ; her wheel shot away, and 
incapable of farther service in the line, or in the chase, 
I directed Captain Miller to put the helm a-starboard, 
and calling for the boarders, ordered them to board. 

" The soldiers of the 69th, with an alacrity which will 
ever do them credit, and Lieutenant Pierson, of the same 
regiment, were almost the foremost in this service ; the 
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first man wlio jumped into the mizen chains was Captain 
Berry, late my first lieutenant (Captain Miller was in the 
Tery act of going also, but I ordered him to remain) ; he 
was supported fiom our sprit-sail-yard, which hooked in 
the mizen rigging. A soldier of the 69th regiment having 
broken the upper quarter-gallery window, I jumped in 
myself, and was followed by others as fast as possible. I 
found the cabin doors fastened, and some Spanish officers 
fired their pistols ; but having broken open the doors, the 
soldiers fired ; and the Spanisn brigadier (commodore with 
a distinguished nendant) fell, as retreating to the quarter, 
deck. I pushea immediately onwards lor the quarter- 
deck, where I found Captain Berry in possession of the 
poop, and the Spanish ensign hauling down. I passed 
with my people, and Lieutenant Pierson, along the larboard 
gangway, to the forecastle, where I met two or three 
Spanish officers, prisoners to my seamen ; they delivered me 
their swords. A fire of pistols or muskets opening from 
the admiral's stem-gallery of the San Josef, I directed the 
soldiers to fire into her stem ; and, having placed sentinels 
at the different ladders, called to Captam Miller, and 
ordered him to send more men into the San Nicolas, and 
directed my people to board the first-rate, which was done 
in an instant-— Uaptain Berry assisting me into the main-* 
chains. At this moment a Spanish officer looked over the 
quarter-deck rail, and said they had surrendered. From 
tnis most welcome intelligence it was not long before I 
was on the quarter-deck, where the Spanish captain, with 
a bow, presented me his sword, and said the admiral was 
dying of his wounds. I asked him, on his honour, if the 
ship was surrendered ; he declared she was : on which I 
gave him my hand, and desired him to call on his officers 
and ship's company, and tell them of it ; which he did :— 
and on the quarter-deck of a Spanish first-rate, extravagant 
as the story may seem, did I receive the swords of van- 
quished Spaniards ; which, as I received, I gave to William 
Feamey, one of my bargemen, who put them, with the 

greatest sangfroid, under his arm. I was surrounded by 
aptain Berry,* Lieutenant Pierson, of the 69th regiment, 
John Sykes^ John Thomson, Francis Cooke, all old 

* Lieutenant James Noble, whose name Nelson omitted to men* 
tion, was also of this party. He died an admiral, in 1851. 
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AffamemHons, and sereral other brate men, seamen and 
soldiers. Thus fell these ships ! 

" N.B. — In boarding the San Nicolas, I believe we lost 
about seven men killeddnd ten wounded, and about twenty 
Spaniards lost their lives by a foolish resistance. None 
were lost, I believe, in boarding the San Josef. There is 
a saying in the fleet too flattering for me to omit telling, 
viz., ' Nelson's patent bridge Syr boarding flrst-rates/ 
fdluding to my passing over an enemy's 80-gun ship." 

The prizes to the British fleet, irrespective of those 
boarded by Nelson, were the 74i-gun ships San Ysidro for 
Isidro) and Salvador del MuncK). Collingwood, in tne 
Excellent, nobly assisted Nelson on this occasion. While 
the Captain was in close action with the San Nicolas, the 
Excellent, having received less damage, gallantly pushed 
between the Captain and her opponent, and having can- 
nonaded the Spaniard for some time, made sail in search 
of a fresh opponent. This memorable action terminated 
at 5h. P.M. The next day, the Spanish admiral having by 
that time effected a {unction with the detached portion of 
his fleet, evinced a disposition to renew the engagement ; 
but observing the compact order of the British ships, 
changed his mind and hauled to the wind, leaving them 
in possession of the well-earned prizes. 

In Sir John Jervis's brief public letter reporting the 
events of this decisive battle no particular mention wa« 
made of Commodore Nelson. Tnis omission has been 
attributed bv some writers to jealousy on the part of Sir 
Bobert Calaer, Sir John Jervis's flag-captain ; and hj 
others to the fact of his having disregarded the admiral s 
si^al to tack in succession. Another reason, and we 
think a more cogent one, seems to suggest itself There 
were two vice-admirals and a rear-£3miral whose flags 
were flying in the fleet, aU of whom acted with com* 
inendable zeal and gallantry. The selection of Commo- 
dore Nelson for particular mention would, therefore, have 
been an indirect censure upon the flag-officers in the fleet ; 
and as it was notorious everywhere that Nelson was a 
kind of " pet" of the admiral's, the mention might have 
been attributed, with some show of reason, to partiality. 
Bearing in mind Nelson's subsequent acts, we are the 
more inclined to believe that it was Nelson who con- 
tributed mainly to compass the victory ; and doabtless 
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the impulse he gave to the action by his imexpected 
eyolution did much towards it. But the presence of one 
74-gun ship could alone have availed little against seven- 
teen thick-sided Spaniards. That Nelson acquitted him- 
self in the noblest manner possible cannot for a moment 
be questioned, and his boldness in exercising his own 
judgment in such an emergency had at that time no 
parallel, and had none until he subsequently acted simi- 
larly on several important occasions. It is not, however^ 
fair to the many brave officers and men who fought oa 
board the Culloden, Blenheim, Excellent, Prince George» 
Irresistible) Orion, and other ships prominently engagecf— 
not forgetting the Victory herself— to claim for tne Cap- 
tain an immoderate share of the laurels plucked on the 
14th of February. 

Eecollecting the imfortunate issue of the 1st of June 
action, from Lord Howe's having mentioned certain ships 
more prominently than others, Sir John Jervis named no 
other officer than the captain of the fleet. Sir Eobert 
Calder, whom he commended chiefly as the liearer of the 
despatches. In a private letter to Earl Spencer, First Lord 
of tne Admiralty, Sir John wrote, — "The correct conduct of 
every officer and man in the squadron on the 14th instant, 
made it improper to distinguisn one more than another in 
mv public letter ; because I am confident, that had those 
wno were least in action been in the situation of the for- 
tunate few, their behaviour would not have been less 
meritorious."* Upon the whole, however much Nelson 
might have felt aggrieved, he was not pointedly neglected, 
and suffered only in common with other heroes of the 
day, and probably more from inadvertence and haste than 
from any other cause. 

The sword of the vanquished and deceased Spanish 
rear-admiral, which Nelson had received on board the 
San-Josef, was tendered to Jervis, but the latter insisted 
on its being retained by the captor. Ever mindful of his 
native county, Nelson presentea it to the city of Norwich, 
where it is to this day, together with the original letter 
which accompanied it, preserved in a glass case in the 
Town-haU of that city. For this action. Sir John Jervis 
was raised to the peerage ; the flag officers created 

* Nicolas, vol. ii. p. 335. 
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baronets, and Commodore Nelson ^nted the order of the 
Bath, at that time a highly prized, because rare, distinc- 
tion. Letters of con^atulation poured in from all quar- 
ters. The public pnnts had made common the details 
excluded from the admiral's concise gazetted despatch, 
and I^elson's praises were upon eyerj tongue. His 
Tenerable father's commendations were not the least 
touching: — "The height of glory to which your pro- 
fessional judgment, united with a proper degree of 
bravery, guarded by Providence, has raisea you, few sons 
attain to, and fewer fathers live to see." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

1797—1798. 

Nelson was now on the high road to fame. He had 
gained much more than all the Gazettings in the country 
could have given him — ^the admiration of the noble and 
brave. There were some whose jealousy blinded them to 
the fact of his pre-eminence in his profession. There 
always have been, and ever will be, some — 

" Who hate the excellence they cannot reach." 

His commander-in-chief was not of the latter class. On 
Nelson's making his appearance on the Victory's quarter- 
deck, after the action, the admiral thanked him with un- 
affected cordiality, and in a most marked manner. Actions, 
however, are better than words — and the admiral did not 
fail to offer by his deeds unmistakable proofs of his just 
estimation of Nelson's valour and skill. 

Our hero's commission as rear-admiral of the blue was 
dated the 20th of February, 1797 ; but information of the 
promotion did not reach him until April, when he was 
ordered to hoist his flag on board the Captain, and pro- 
ceed to PortoFerraja to embark General De Burg and the 
garrison, at that place. On his return from this service, 
the important charge of the in-shore squadron off Cadiz 
was conferred upon him. He accordingly shifted his flag 
to the 74-gun ship Theseus, on the 24Si of May, taking 
with him Captain Miller, and siiich oflScers as wished to 
accompany hmi, including " Mids. Hoste andTBolton, &c., 
and such men as came from the Agamemnon."* 

The crew of the Theseus had imhappily figured but a 
short time previously in a veryinsubordmate light; Nelson, 
partly on that account, had been ordered to hoist his flag 
on board that ship, for his popularity among the seamen 
was undoubted. Shortly after the transfer, a letter was 
found on the quarter-deck, signed " the ship's company," 

* Letter to Captain Miller, — Nicolaa, "voV. \\. ^. 'i'^^^ 
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containing the words, ** Success attend Admiral Nelson ! 
Qod bless Captain Miller. We thank them for the 
officers they have placed over us. We are happy and com- 
fortable ; and will shed every drop of blood in our veins 
to support them ; and the name of the Theseus shall 1>e 
immortalized as high as the Captain's." The command 
which Nelson now enjoyed produced fighting enough to 
gratify the most gladiatorial disposition. Scarcely a night 
passed without an engagement with the Spanish gun-boats, 
launches, or batteries ; and Nelson's anxiety prompted 
him to be present in person on most occasions. 

On the night of the 3rd of July, the launches of aU the 
fleet, " without exception," armed each with a carronade, 
Were ordered in-shore, together with the Thunder bomb, 
to attack Cadiz. The Thunder was judiciously placed ; 
and for a time her shells did good execution, but the 
largest mortar being disabled, she was ordered off. A 
number of Spanish armed launches and gun-boats having 
come out to drive awaj the British boats, some smart 
conflicts took place. Nelson's barge, as if by instinct, 
singled out that of the Spanish commandant, and, ailer 
some desperate fighting, the latter was captured. On this 
occasion, Nelson's life was saved by the devotion of the 
cockswain of his barge. 

** I feel myself," wrote Nelson to his admiral, " parti- 
cularly indebted for the successful termination of this con- 
test to the gallantry of Captains Fremantle and Miller, 
the former or whom accompanied me in my barge, and to 
my cockswain, John Sykes, who in defenaing my person 
was most severely wounded, as was Captain Fremantle 
slightly in the attack ; and my praises are generally due 
to every officer and man, some of whom I saw behave in 
the most noble manner, and I regret it is not in m^ power 
to particularize them. I must also begto be permitted to 
express my admiration of Don Miguel Tregoyen, the com- 
mander of the gun-boats. In his barge he laid my boat 
alongside, and his resistancdhi^as such as to honour a brave 
officer, eighteen of the twenty-six men bein^ killed, and 
himself and all the rest wounded. Not having a correct 
list of our killed and wounded, I can only state that I be- 
lieve about six are killed and twenty wounded." Sir John 
Jervis, for he was not then aware he was Earl St. Vincent, 
replied, " I congratulate you most heartily on the events 
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of last night. Erery service yon are engaged in adds 
fresh lustre to the British arms, and to your character." 

The noble conduct of John Sykes* was mentioned by 
Nelson in his narrative of the boarding the San Nicolas. 
He on two occasions saved the life of Nelson by parrying 
the blows aimed at him, and at last actually interposed his 
own head, to receive the full force of a Spanisn sabre ; 
which, fighting, as they were, hand to hand, he could not 
otherwise have prevented from falling on his admiral. 

Nelson ordered a second attack on the night of the 5th, 
tinder the direction of Captains Bowen, of the Terpsichore, 
Miller, of the Theseus, and Waller, of the Emerald; and 
appointed Mr. Jackson, master of the Ville de Paris, to 
place the Thunder, Terror, and Stromboli. The bom- 
oardment produced considerable effect in the town, and 
amongst the shipping. Ten sail of the line, among them 
the smps carrying the flags of Admirals Mazarredo and 
Gravina, were warped out of the range of the shells with 
much precipitation the following morning. The exertions 
made for a third attempt were rendered unavailable, the 
wind blowing too strong down the bay. A thousand 
piastres had been offered by the Spaniards to any vessel 
that should take or sink an English sloop, and five thou- 
sand if they should take or sink a bomb^vessel. Informa- 
tion was brought from Cadiz by a market-boat that the 
shells had done much damage. One fell in a convent and 
destroyed several priests. Sepresentations were made to 
Mazarredo and to Madrid, for the fleet to go out. " At 
this instant, " wrote Nelson, " I see an admiral moving 
forwards, — ^it is Mazarredo! Please God, I hope the 
Spanish fleet are coming out ; another admiral is under 
sail, and I open my letter to say they are all on the move." 

But these movements of the Spanish flag-ships only- 
disappointed the sanguine hopes of^ Nelson.** On the 9th 
he inrormed Lord St. Vincent, that, although he hoped 
enough had been done to force out the Spanish fleet, yet 
in case there had not, he would try them again, " when," 
he added, " down comes Cadiz ; and not only Cadiz, but 
their fleet, if Mazarredo will not come out." 

. * This ffGillant sailor was afterwards made gunner of the Andro- 
mache, and was killed in firing a salute at Gibraltar, in October, 17&9. 
Had he lived, he would without doubt have gained a high rank in 
the service. 
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Nelson was now ordered on a service of great import- 
ance. Blake, in the time of the Commonwealth, by dint of 
sheer sood fortune, made a successful attack upon some 
Spanish galleons in the bay of Santa Cruz, TenerifTe. 
Nelson, trustingito the same good fortune — which could 
alone have preserved him — failed. Intelligence had been 
received respecting the arrival at that place of the Spanish 
ship El Principe a Asturias, from Manilla, bound to Cadiz 
witn treasure and a valuable cargo. On the morning of 
the 14th of July, Sir Horatio weighed and stood towards 
the main bodj of the fleet, and at noon received orders to 
take under his command the 74-gun ships Theseus, Cullo- 
den, and Zealous, 50-gun ship Leander, Seahorse, Eme- 
rald, and Terpsichore frigates, Pox cutter, and a mortar- 
boat, and, [by a sudden and vigorous assault, to attempt 
the town of Santa Cruz. Lord St. Vincent allowed Nel- 
son to select such ships and officers as he approved from 
the fleet ; and when we add that the above-named ships 
were commanded by Captains Troubridge, Hood, Miller, 
Thompson, Fremantle, "Waller, and Bowen, no one can 
doubt the wisdom of his choice. On Saturday the 15th, 
at 6h. A.M., this squadron, except the Leander, which had 
not then joined from Lisbon, but which followed him on 
the 18th, departed on their desperate mission. 

On Sunday the 16th, the Terpsichore joined ; and on 
the 20th, when within thirteen leagues of Teneriffe, a 
general signal was made for the captains. Troubridge, of 
we Culloden, then received orders to take under his com- 
mand the seamen and marines selected for the service, 
comprising 200 men of the Theseus ; Culloden, 200 ; Zea- 
lous, 200 ; Seahorse^ 100; Terpsichore, 100 ; Emerald, 100: 
total 900, exclusive of commissioned officers and servants. 
Captains Hood, Miller, Fremantle, Bowen, and Waller 
were to command their several parties ; the marines were 
placed under Captain Thomas Oldfield, and a detachment 
of the royal artillery under Lieutenant Baynes. Captain 
Troubridge was also furnished with a formal summons, 
addressea to the governor or commanding officer of Santa 
Cruz. The summons demanded the immediate surrender 
of the town, batteries, and shipping, 4ind stated the alter- 
native to be the destruction of Santa Cruz and the levy- 
inga heavy contribution. 

uhe following judicious regulations, framed by Nelson, 
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were also recommended : — " First, tliat the boats of each 
ship should be kept together by towing each other, which 
will keep the people of each snip collected, and the boats 
in six divisions will reach the shore nearly at the same 
moment. Secondly, the marines of each ship of the line 
to be put in their launches, which will carry them. 
Thirdly, the moment the boats are discovered by a firing 
being made on them, the bomb-vessel to commence her 
fire on the town, and to keep it up till the flag of truce is 
hoisted from either the enemy or from us. Fourthly, 
that a captain should be directed to see the boats put off 
from the beach, that more men may be speedily got on 
shore with the field-pieces. Fifthly, frigates to anchor 
as soon as possible after the alarm is given, or the forces 
are ashore, near the battery in the N.E. part of the bay. 
Sixthly, immediately the forces are ashore, they are to 
get in the rear of the battery marked S, in the IS.'E. part 
of the bay, and to instantly storm it, and also to take post 
on the top of the hill which is above it. Every ship to 
land the number of men as against their name expressed, 
with a proper proportion of officers ; and the captains are 
at liberty to send as many more men as they please, 
leaving sufficient to manage the ship and to man the 
launch and another boat. Every captain that chooses is 
at liberty to land and command his seamen, under the 
direction of Captain Troubridge. It is recommended to 
put on the seamen as many marines' coats or jackets as can 
te procured, and that all should have canvass cross-belts." 

Everything which experience and caution coidd suggest 
was advised. On the afternoon of the 21st some further 
orders were issued : — " The Culloden's officers and men, 
with only their arms, to be ready to go on board the 
Terpsichore at Ih. p.m., to carry with them four ladders, 
each of which to have a lanyard four fathoms long, a 
sledge-hammer, wedges, and a broad axe. The boats' oars 
to be muffled either with a piece of canvass or kersey." 
Having received these orders, the captains went on board 
the frigates, and stood for Tenerifie. 

The frigates, by twelve o'clock, had approached within 
three miles of the intended place of debarkation, but from 
the unforeseen circumstance of an adverse gale and a 
strong current, they were unable to get within a mile of 
the lioiding-place before tiie day dawned^ Yrbialidiacw^^t^ 
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the force to the Spaniards. At 3h. 30m. a.m., on the 22nd, 
the Theseus and squadron bore up for Santa Cruz, and at 
4h. 30m. Nelson ascertained that the landing had not been 
effected. 

" On my approach," wrote Nelson, in his journal, " Cap- 
tains Troubnage and Bowen, with Captain Oldfield, of the 
inarines, came on board to consult with me what was best 
to be done ; and were of opinion, that if they could pos- 
sess themselves of the heights over the fort above men- 
tioned, it could be stormed; to which I gave my assent. 
At nine the frigates anchored in shore, on the east end of 
the town, and landed their men. Stood off and on Santa 
Cruz with the line-of-battle ships, and wore occasionally. 
At ten o'clock made the signal to prepare for battle, in- 
tending to batter the fort with line-of-battle ships, in 
order ^ create a diversion ; but this was found imprac- 
iicable, not. being able to get nearer the shore than three 
miles, from a caun, and contrary currents ; nor could our 
men possess themselves of the heights, as the enemy had 
taken possession, and seemed as anxious to retain, as we 
were to get -them. Thus foiled in my original plan, I 
considered it necessary for the honour of our king and 
country, not to give over the attempt to possess ourselves 
of the town, that our enemies might be convinced there 
was nothing which Englishmen were not equal to ; and 
confident in the bravery of those who would oe employed 
in the service, I embarked every person from the shore on 
the 22nd at night." 

On the 24th the ships were anchored about two miles 
to the northward of the town ; and a disposition apparently 
evinced to attack the heights, which appeared to answer 
the end proposed. The Leander, Captain Thompson, joined 
in the arternoon, and her marines were added to the force 
before appointed, and Captain Thompson also volunteered 
his services. At 6h. 30m. p. k., the squadron anchored a 
few miles to the northward of Santa Cruz ; and at six the 
signal was made for boats to prepare to proceed on service, 
as previously ordered. Nelson had now determined to con- 
duct the enterprise in person ; but before he lefl the The- 
seus, he addressed the followinff letter to Lord St.Vincent, 
the last he ever penned with his right hand : — ** I shall 
not enter on the subject why we are not in possession of 
8Mois Crag; jour psrtialitj will giye credit, that all has 
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hitherto been done which was possible, but without effect ; 
this night I, humble as I am, command the whole, des- 
tined to land tmder the batteries of th^town, and to-mor- 
row my head will probably be crowned with either laurel 
or cypress. I have only to recommend Josiah Nisbet * 
to you and my country. With every affectionate wish for 
your health, and every blessing in this world, believe me 
your most faithful, Hobatio Nelson." Nelson had a 
strong feeling that he should not survive the night, which 
accounts for the gloomy tone of his letter. 

At llh. P.M., the boats of the squadron, containing be- 
tween 600 and 700 men, with 180 on board the Fox cutter, 
and about seventy or eighty in a boat taken the day before, 
proceeded in six divisions towards the town. The divi- 
sions of boats were conducted by their respective captains, 
except Fremantle and Bowen, who attended with the 
admiral to regulate and lead the way to the attack. Every 
captain had been made acquainted that the landing was to 
be effected on the Mole, whence they were to hasten as fast 
as possible into the great square, ana there to form, and pro- 
ceed on such services as might be found necessary. The 
boats were not discovered until Ih. 30m. a.m., when, being 
within half gun-shot of the landing-place. Nelson directed 
the boats to cast off from each other, ^ve an huzza, and 
push for the shore. The alarm-bells immediately rang, 
and a fire of thirty or forty pieces of cannon, with mus- 
ketry from one end of the town to the other, opened upon 
the boats j but nothing could stay the intrepidifrf ot the 
captains leading the divisions. Unfortunately, the night 
was extremely dark, and the greatest part of the expe^- 
tion did not see the Mole ; but went on shore to the left 
of it, through a raging surf, which stove all the boats. 
Captains Fremantle, Thompson, Bowen, and the admiral, 
with four or Bye boats, found the Mole, which was in- 
stantly stormed and carried, although defended by four 
or five hundred men.; The guns — six 24-pounaers — 
were spiked; but such a heavy fire of musketry and 
ffrape-snot was kept up from the citadel and houses at the 
head of the Mole, that the -British could not advance. 
Nearly every man was killed or wounded. 

Nelson's right elbow was struck by a musket-ball, as he 

* Sir Horatio's ates^^-wsu. 



80 LIFE OF LOBD NELSON. [1797. 

was in the act of drawing his sword and stepping out of 
the boat. This sword, which he had so long and de- 
servedly valued, ik)m respect to his uncle, Captain Suck- 
ling, was gasped in his left hand when falling, notwith- 
standing tne agony he endured. His step-son, Lieutenant 
JS^isbet, who had remained close at hand, saw his father 
wounded. He placed him at the bottom of the boat, and 
observing that the sight of the quantity of blood which 
had flowed from the shattered arm seemed to increase the 
faintness, he took off his hat to conceal it. He then with 
great presence of mind examined the state of the wound, 
and, holding the shattered arm so as to stanch the bleeding, 
took some silk handkerchiefs from his neck, and bound 
them tightly above the lacerated vessels. But for this pre- 
caution, Nelson, as he afterwards declared, must have 
perished. Mr. Nisbet was assisted by John Lovel,* one 
of the admiral's bargemen ; who, having torn his shirt 
into shreds, constructed a sling for the wounded arm. 
They then collected five other seamen, and with their 
assistance got the boat afloat. Having succeeded thus far, 
Lieutenant Nisbet took one of the oars that remained, and 
ordered the man who steered to go close under the guns 
of the batteries, that they might be safe from their 
tremendous fire. The voice of the lieutenant enforcing 
this judicious order roused Sir Horatio from his fainting 
state, and he immediately desired to be Hfted up in the 
boat, that, to use his own words, '' he might look a little 
about him:" he was accordingly raised by Nisbet. A 
painful uncertainty prevailed respecting the fate of his 
orave companions; and, on a sudden, a general shriek 
from the crew of the Fox, which had sunk from a shot she 
had received from the batteries, made the noble admiral 
forget his own weak and painful state. Many were rescued 
from a watery ^ave by Sir Horatio himself, whose humane 
exertions on this occasion added considerably to the agony 
and danger of his wound. Ninety-seven men, including 
Lieutenant Gibson, the commander, were lost, and eigthy- 
three saved. The first ship which the boat reached 
happened to be the Seahorse ; but nothing would induce 
the wounded admirsd to go on board, though he msm 
assured that it might be at the risk of his life, if they 

' This man died a pemtioner in Green wioh Hospital, in 1848. 
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littempted to row to another ship : " Then I will die/' he 
flxolaimed; "for I would rather suffer death than alarm 
Mrs. Fremanile hy her seeing me in this state, and when 
I can give her no tidinj^s whatever of her husband." 
They proceeded without niriher deUy for the Theseus; 
when, notwithstanding the increased pain and weakness 
firom which he suffered, he peremptorily refused all assist- 
ance in getting on board : " Let me alone," he said ; " I 
haye yet my less left, and one arm. Tell the surgeon to 
make haste and get his instruments. I know I must lose 
my right arm, so the sooner it is off the better." 

Captain Fremantle was severely wounded in the ri^ht 
arm soon afber the admiral, and iortunately meeting with 
a boat on the beach, was taken on board the Seahorse. 
For the proceedings of Captain Troubridge and of the 
officers wno were with him. Sir Horatio referred Lord 
St. Vincent to that officer's letter ; and added, " I cannot 
but express my admiration of the firmness with which 
Captain Troubridge and his braye associates supported 
the honour of the British flag ; and I must not omit to 
acquaint you with the satisraction I received from the 
conduct of Lieutenant Baynes, of the royal artillery, not 
only from the ardour with which he undertook every ser- 
vice, but also from his professional skill." 

Captain Troubridge's letter was dated Culloden, 25th : 
" From the darkness of the night, I did not immediately 
hit the Mole, the spot appointed to land at, but pushed on 
shore under the enemy s battery, close to the southward 
of the citadel ; Captain Waller landed at the same time, 
and two or three other boats. The surf was so high, many 
put back ; the boats were full of water in an instant, and 
stove against the rocks, and the ammunition in the men's 

ranches was wet. As soon as I had collected a few men, 
immediately advanced with Captain Waller to the square, 
the place of rendezvous, in hopes of there meeting you 
and the remainder of the people ; and I waited about wfi 
hour, durinff which time I sent a sergeant, with two gen- 
tlemen of me town, to sunmion the citadel. I fear the 
sergeant was shot on his waj, as I heard nothing of him 
afterwards. The ladders bemg all lost in the sun, or not 
to be found, no immediate attem^jt could be m^de on the 
citadel ; I tiierefore marched to join Captains Hood and 
Miller, who I h|id intelligence had made good their land- 
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ing, with a body of men, to the south-west of the place I 
did. I then endeavoured to procure some account of you 
and the rest of the officers, but without success. By aay- 
break we had collected about eighty marines, eighty pike- 
men, and 180 small-armed seamen ; these I found were all 
who remained alive, that had made good their landing : 
with this force, having procured some ammunition from 
the Spanish prisoners we had made, we were marching to 
try wnat could be done with the citadel without ladders ; 
when we found the whole of the streets commanded by 
field-pieces, and upwards of 8,000 Spaniards and lOO 
French under arms, approaching by every avenue. As 
the boats were all stove, and I saw no possibility of get- 
ting more men on shore, the ammunition wet, and no 
provisions, I sent Captain Hood with a flag of truce to 
the governor, to declare " I was prepared to bum the 
town, which I shoidd immediately put in force, if he 
approached one inch farther;" and at the same time I 
desired Captain Hood to say, " It would be done with re- 
gret, as I had no wish to injure the inhabitants ; that if he 
would come to my terms, I was willing to treat;" which 
he agreed to. I nad the honour to send- you a copy of 
them by Captain Waller, which I hope Tiill meet with 
your approbation, and appear highly honourable. 

" The following parley was sent with the flag of truce :•— 
' Santa Cruz, July 26th. That the troops, Ac. belonging 
to his Britannic majesty shall embark with all their arms 
of every kind, and take their boats ofl*, if saved, and be 
provided with such other as may be wanting : in consider- 
ation of which, it is engaged on their part, that they shall 
not molest the town in any manner by the ships of the 
British squadron now before it, nor any of the islands in 
the Canaries : and prisoners shall be given up on both 
sides. — Given under my hand, and wora of honour, Sam. 
Hood. Eatified by T. Tboubbidob, and J. Antonio 

GUTIEBBEZ.' " 

Captain Troubridge added, "From the small body of 
men, and the greater part being pike and small-armed 
seamen, I could not expect to succeed in any attempt 
upon the enemy, whose superior strength I have before 
mentioned. The Spanish officers assured me they ex- 
pected us, and were perfectly prepared with all the bat- 
teneM and the number of men already mentioned under 
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arms. This, with the great disadvantage of a rocky coast, 
high surf, and in the face of forty pieces of cannon, will 
show, though we were not successful, what an Englishman 
is equal to ; and I have the pleasure to acquaint you, that 
we marched through the town on our return with the 
British colours flying at our head. — P.S. I beg also to say, 
that when the terms were signed and ratified, the goyemor, 
in the handsomest manner, sent a larse proportion of wine, 
bread, &c. to refresh the people, and snowed every mark 
of attrition in his power.*' 

On the 27th, the surviving officers, seamen, and marines, 
were received on board their ships. 

Captain Eichard Bowen, who was killed in storming the 
Mole, was committed to the deep with the honours of war, 
and having paid the last melancholy duty to the remains 
of this gaUant officer, IN'elson sent off the following de- 
spatch to Lord St. Vincent, in the Emerald, Captain 
"Waller, which sailed on the next day. "Theseus, off 
Santa Cruz. In obedience to your orders to make a 
vigorous attack on the town of Santa Cruz in the island of 
Teneriffe, I directed, from the ships under my command, 
1,000 men, including marines, to be prepared for landing 
under the direction of Captain Troubridge, of H. M. S. 
Culloden, and Captains Hood, Thompson, Fremantle, 
Bowen, Miller, and Waller, who very handsomely volun- 
teered their services ; and although I am under the 
painful necessity of acquainting youy that we have not 
been able to succeed in our attack, yet it is my duty to 
state, that I believe more daring intrepidity was never 
shown than by the captains, officers, and!^ men you did me 
the honour to place under my command ; and the detail 
which I transmit you herewith, will, I hope, convince you 
that my abilities, humble as they are, have been exerted 
on the present occasion. Enclosed I also transmit you a 
list of killed and wounded;* and among the former it is 

* List of killed, wounded, and drowned, at the attack of Santa 
Cruz : — ^the ships engaged were the Theseus, Culloden, Zealous, 
Leander, Seahorse, Terpsichore, Emerald, Fox cutter. Total 
killed, 44 ; wounded and drowned, 206. 

Officers killed: — ^Richard Bowen, captain of the Terpsichore; 
George Thorpe, first lieutenant of ditto ; John Wetherhead, lieute- 
nant of the Theseus ; William Eamshaw, second lieutenant of the 
I/eander; Baby Robinson, lieutenant of maxiQfii&, lieiuA^x \\k<s^<^ 

a2 
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with the deepest Borrow I have to place the name (^ 
Captain Siohard Bowen, of H. M. S. Terpsichore, than 
whom a more enterprising, ahle, and gallant offieer doen 
not grace his majesty's naval service ; and with mnch 
rejnret I have to mention the loss of Lieutenant John 
Qibson, commander of the Fox cutter, and a great number 
ofjeallant officers and men." 

nj the same conveyance the dejected Nelson sent tb^ 
following pathetic communication to his admiral : — 

" Theseus, July 27th, 1797. 

" My dear Sir, — ^I am become a burthen to my fHends^ 
8n4 useless to my country ; but by my letter wrote the 
24th, you will perceive my anxiety for the promotion of 
my aon-in-law, J osiah Nisbet.* When I leave your com- 
mand, I become dead to the world ; I so hence, and am 
no more seen. If from poor Bowen's loss, vou think it 

f roper to oblige me, I rest confident you will do it ; the 
0^ is under obligations to me, but he repaid me by 
bnnfi^ing me firom the Mole of Santa Cruz. J hope you 
will oe able to give me a frigate, to convey the remains of 
xnv carcase to England. God bless you, my dear sir, and 
believe me, your most obliged and faithfld, 

"HoBATio Nblson." 

" You will excuse my scrawl, considering it is my firat 
attempt. 

<* To Sir John Jervis, K.B." 

On joining the fleet, ITelson, whose mental and bodily 
aoffenng few happihr can picture to themselves, obtained 
some consolation from the kind reception of his com- 
mander-in-chief. '* My dear Admiral, ' wrote the earl, 
" Mortals cannot command success, you and your compa- 
nions have certainly deserved it, by the greatest degree of 

tenant Basham, marines. Emerald ; Lieutenant Gibson, of the Fox 
outter, drowned. 

Officers wounded : — Bear- Admiral Nekon, right arm shot 
through ; Captain Thompson, of the Leander, slightly ; Captain 
Frwmantle, of the Seahorse, in Uie ri^ht arm; Lieutenant J. 
Douglas, ditto in the hand ; Mr. Wait^, midshipman, of the 
Zealous. 

* Nelson constantly referred to his "st«[>-8on" as his "son-in- 
law." Earl St. Vincent immediately complied with the suffering 
4ittv*B requoA^ by promoting Mr. Nisbet to the rank of oopomaader* 
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heroism and petBererance tliat oyer was exhibited. X 
grieye for the loss of jour arnii and fbr the fate of poor 
^w6n and Gibscm, with tiiat of the other braye men who 
fell so gallantly. I hope you and Captain Fremantle ar# 
doing well ; the Seahorse shall carry you to England the 
moment her wants are supplied. AU the wishes you may 
fayour me with shall be fulfilled, as far as is consistent 
with what I owe to some yaluable officers in the Yille de 
Paris. Yours most truly and affectionately." 

iN'elson's official leaye was dated August 20th, and he 
sailed immediately afterwards in the Seahorse, and^ on 
arriying at Spithead, receiyed the Admiralty's permission 
on September 2nd to strike his flag. He proceeded with* 
out delay to his father and Lady Nelson at Bath. His 
letter, announcing the sad eyent, had not long preceded 
his arriyal. " The difference of the handwritinghad at first 
perplexed the readers, and it was some time before Ladj 
Nelkon had discoyered, with inexpressible anguish, that it 
was actually written by her wounded husband. They had 
heard of an e^roedition on which a part of Lord St. 
Vincent's fieet had been detached, and painful rumours 
had preyailed : neiUier of them had resolution to read it. 
The dreadful dian^e in the well-known handwriting 
created an uncertamty, which magnified all that coula 
haye happened* At last Mrs. Bolton, who was on a yisit 
to her father, at his request disclosed the contents ; she 
was sincerely attachea to her brother, and for some 
minutes their affectionate sympathy rendered them in- 
sensible to the joy of his return. Whilst they were 
alternately expecting and despairing of his arriyal. Lady 
Nelson one eyening suddenly distinguished the sound of 
her husband's yoice directing his carriage where to stop. 
The affbctionate mind and mial regard of a son, so long 
absent, were rewarded by the blessings of an aged father^ 
and by the tenderness of the faithful partner of his early 
and more humble fortunes."* 

During Nelson's sojourn at Bath, the freedom of the 
ancient city of Bristol was transmitted to him by Mr. S. 
Worrall ; and he also receiyed the freedom of the city of 
London. On the 22nd September, a letter from the 
Herald's office reached him, signifying his majesty's 

* Clarke and M'Ax^xtt. 
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gracious intention of inyesting him with the ensigns of 
the most honourable order of the Bath, and reauesting 
his attendance at St. James's for that purpose on tne 27th. 
Added to the honour of this order, his majesty's gracious 
manner, when investing him with its insi^ia, made a 
lasting impression. In such estimation did he hold this 
order, that he placed the numerous marks of distinction 
he subsequently acquired round the star of the Bath. 
This arrangement, however, occasioning an appearance of 
preference, was afterwards changed. 

Previous to his leaving Bath, Lady Nelson had attended 
the dressing of his arm, until she had acquired sufficient 
skill and resolution to perform it herself, which she after- 
wards did continually. On his arrival in London, he was 
attended by Mr. Cruikshanks, and his nephew, Mr. 
Thomas ; by Mr. Jefferson, who had been surgeon of the 
Agamemnon, and, at the request of Mr. Bulkeley, one of 
the two surviving officers who had been on the San Juan 
expedition. Dr. Moseley was afterwards called in. But 
the wound becoming still more painful, and his spirits very 
low, it was also shown to other eminent surgeons, and 
amongst the rest to Mr. Xeate, who strongly recom- 
mended that the cure should be left to time and nature. 1 

In one of his earliest letters to Earl St. Vincent after 
arriving in England, he wrote, " I had a very miserable 
passage home, and this day (September 18) am not the 
least better than when I lerb good Dr. Weir ; and Cruik- 
shanks has me now in hand. X found my domestic happi- 
ness perfect, and I hope time will bring me about agam ; 
but I have suffered ^eat misery. My general reception 
from John Bull has been just what I wisned, for I assure 

fou they never forget your name in their honest praises, 
have now a favour to beg of you. After George Cock- 
bum's* gallant action with the Sabina, I directed a gold- 
hilted sword to be made for him, which I had hoped to 
present to him myself in the most public and handsome 
manner ; but as Providence has decreed otherwise, I must 
beg of you to present it for me." 

fie subsequently wrote": " Lord Spencer says my pen- 
sion will be the same as those for the Ist of June, £712 

* The JR/^ht Hon. Sir George Cockbum, G.C.B., Admiral of the 
Heet, and Sear Admiral of &g\aiid, &lc. 
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with the deductions. My poor arm continues quite as il 
was, the ligature still fast to the nerve, and very painful 
at times. The moment I am cured I shall ofiTer myself 
for service ; and if you continue to hold your opinion of 
me, shall press to return with all the zeal, although not 
with all the personal ability, I had formerly." 

During the month of October, whilst he continued in 
this state of suffering, at the lodgings of a Mr. Jones in 
Bond-street, !N'elson had one night retired to his bed-room 
after a day of constant pain, hoping with the assistance of 
laudanum to enjoy a little rest; when the exhilarating 
news of Admiral Duncan's victory threw the whole metro- 
polis into an uproar. The first idea that presented itself 
to the family, was an alarm of some dreadful fire. The 
mob knocked repeatedly and violently at the door, as the 
house had not been illuminated. It was at length opened 
by a servant, who informed them, that Sir Horatio Nelson, 
who had been so badly wounded, lodged there, and coidd 
not be disturbed. A general interest for the valuable life 
of their honoTired admiral, for an instant repressed the 
ioy which Duncan's victory had occasioned : " You will 
near no more from us to-night," exclaimed the foremost of 
the party ; and that universal S3rmpathy for the health of 
Nelson which pervaded the minds of even the lowest of 
his countrymen was clearly shown, no subsequent visit 
being paid by the mob, notwithstanding the tumult that 
prevailed. 

As soon as his health was in some degree established, 
Nelson, with that devout sense which was so strongly im- 
pressed on his mind, went to the clerk of St. George's 
church, and left with him the following paper : — " An 
officer desires to return thanks to Almighty God for his 
perfect recovery from a severe wound, and also for many 
mercies bestowed upon him. December 8th, 1797, for 
the next Sunday." it was the 13th before he was pro- 
nounced fit for service. He afterwards attended in the 
procession to St. Paul's, on the 19th of the same month, 
when Xing George III. rendered public honour to the 
Supreme Being for the naval victories that had been 
gained.* 

It was not till the end of November that Nelson ob- 

* Clarke and M*A.T\toc. 
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tained anj permanent relief from pain in his mutilated 
arm. After a night of sound sleep, a ligature which eould 
not before be removed without danger came away at the 
slightest touch. From that time it healed, and hn healtib 
was soon re-established. " Not harin^ been in England^" 
says Southey, " till now since he lost his eye, he went to 
^ceive a rear's pay as smart-money ; but could not obtain 
payment because he had neglectea to brmg a certificate 
prom a surgeon that the sight was actually destroyed. A 
little irritated that this form should be insisted upon, be- 
eause, though the fact was not apparent, he thought it was 
sufficiently notorious — ^he procured a certificate at the 
same time for the loss of his arm — Baying ' they mi^ht just 
as well doubt one as the other.' This put him m good 
humour with himself and with the clerk who had ofiended 
him. On his return to the office, the clerk, finding it was 
only the annual pay of a captain, observed he thought it 
had been more. • Oh,* replied Nelson, * this is omy for 
&n eye. In a few days I shall come for an arm ; and in a 
little time longer — (Sod knows — for a leg.* Accordingly 
he soon afterwards went, and with perfect good humour 
exhibited the certificate of the loss of his arm." 

Sir Horatio being now convalescent, was not long in re- 
hoisting his flag. The Foudroyant was selected as his 
flag-ship, but not being ready in time, the Vanguard, 
seventy-four, was commissioned in the Medway for that 
purpose, on the 19th of December, 1797. It was not until 
March following, that the ship was ready for sea, and being 
at Spithead, Neon's flag was once more displayed on the 
29th. After several attempts to get clear of^the Channel, 
the Vanguard at length started on the 9th of April, with 
a fair wind. After <^ing at Lisbon, the Vanguard joined 
Earl St. Vincent*s fleet on Cadiz on the 30th. In a letter 
written by Earl Spencer, the First Lord of the Admiralty, 
to Earl St. Vincent, his lordship thus expressed himself 
in reference to Nelson : — 

'* I am very happy to send you Sir Horatio Nelson 
again, not only because I believe I cannot send you a more 
zealous, active, and approved officer, but because I have 
reason to believe that his being under your command will 
be agreeable to your wishes. If your lordship is as 
desirous to have him with you, as he is to be with you, I 
sm sore the amngemtmt must be i^Tfeotly Batisfactory.*' 
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To tills St. Yinoent te]^lied, '< I do asiure your lordship 
tiiM the arf ital <^ Adnural Nelson has giyen me new life i 
T^ ooidd not hare ^ratified me more than in sending 
nim ; his ^sence in me Mediterranean is so rery essen- 
tial, that 1 mean to put the Orion and Alexander undeir 
his oonmiand, with the addition of three or four fHgates, 
and to send him away the moment the Vanguard has de« 
Hrered her water to the in-shore squadron, to endeavour 
to aseertain the real object of the preparations making by 
the Erenoh." 

" It is ascertained/' wrote Mr. Udney, the British eon- 
sul-general at Leghorn, to Nelson, " that 40,000 men will 
be embarked in at least 400 sail of yessels under General 
Bonaparte; their destinations are daily circulated and 
Tariea, so that no certaint^r can be obtained ; but from all I 
ean leam,by well-founded intelligence, I am confident their 
first attempt will be on Malta, thence to invade Sicily^ in 
order to secure that grananr; and then Naples ; in all 
which places th^ hare by the& emissaries secured a strong 
party. What their other views afterwards may be witn 
sudbi an immense force, time will show $ I for mf own pttrt 
am convinced thai Bonaparte will pursue the scheme of 
seidng and fortifying Alexandria, Cairo, and Sues." 

In a subsequently-written private letter. Earl Spencer 
suggested to Earl St. Vincent the employment of Nelson 
in command of a detached squadron; but to Earl St. Vin* 
cent's honour and credit, the selection had already been 
made. In doing so, however, the admiral gave great 
umbrage to two senior officers in the fleet, each of whom 
preferred their grievance to the First Lord of the Admiralty^ 

The French fleet at Toulon was now known to consist 
of thirteen sail of the line, seven 40-guh frigates, twenty* 
fbur smaller vessels, and about 200 transports. To watch 
this formidable force, Nelson sailed, on the 9th of May^ 
from Gribraltari with the 74-gun ships Vanguard, Orion, 
and Alexander; the frigates Carolme, Flora, Emerald> 
and Terpsichore ; and corvette Bonne Citoyenne. On the 
19th) in the Gulf of Lyons, the squadron encountered a 
heavy gsle. On the 20th it increased, and the Vanguard 
lost her foremast, snrang the bowsprit^ and was in immi*> 
nent dimger of drimng on the island of Corsica. The 
Alexander, Captftin BtSHi took the disabled ship in towi 
And conducted her to S&rditiiii. l^^^&Mi'!^m<^t!^<ij^^^^<(^ 
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extreme ; but the event most probablj, instead of beinff, 
as he then thought, a death-blow to his hopes, was main^ 
instrumental in saving him from capture. In that same 

Sale the French fleet, which had sailed from Toulon some 
ays previously, was but a few leagues from him ; and it 
was only the prevailine^ thick weather that secured the 
YanffttJd from their yiW- 

The king of Sardinia interdicted the entry of the Van* 
gjuard into St. Pietro ; but as all neutral ports were con- 
sidered by the law of nations free to all ships, more par- 
ticularly from istress of weather. Nelson scrupled not to 
enter. With the energetic co-operation of the captains, 
officers, and crews of the Orion and Alexander, the Van- 
guard, in a few days, was repaired and equipped for sea, 
out with a jury foremast only. This delay was, upon the 
whole, a most fortunate circumstance. It enabled Nelson 
to complete the water for his squadron, and he was almost 
immediately afterwards reinforced bv ten sail of the line, 
and the 60-gim ship Leander. One loss, however. Nelson 
sustained by the gale, which perplexed him sorely. His 
four frigates had parted company, and by some strange 
fatalitv they did not rejoin until after the Nile action had 
been u)ught, although they continued in steady nursuit. 

On getting to sea again, the earliest news, whicn greeted 
Nelson, was the surrender of Malta. On the 22nd of 
June, he learnt the French had left that island on the 
36th, and his mind was now made up that Egypt was the 
destination of the armament. The want of his frigates was 
most severely felt, and there can hardly be a doubt that, 
had Nelson been accompanied by them, he must inevitably 
have fallen in with the French fleet, prior to its reaching 
Egypt, as, on the 22nd of June, accoraing to the journals 
of the French officers, his fleet crossed within a few leagues 
of the enemy. 

On the 28th of June Nelson and his fleet arrived off 
Alexandria — and the Mutine brig. Captain Hardy, was 
sent in to reconnoitre; but no French fleet had been seen or 
hoard of. A course was then shaped for Caramania, and 
the fleet, under all sail day and nignt, coasted the southern 
side of Candia, working up against a strong wind. Nelson 
was in despair. He wrote letters accusing and excusing 
himself, and explaining all his reasons for acting as he haa 
done, BaBled and dispirited, he proceeded to Sicily. It 
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was now that, through the influence of Lady Hamilton, 
the wife of the British ambassador at the court of Sicilj, 
he obtained orders, addressed to the Sicilian authorities at 
Syracuse, to furnish the fleet with supplies. To this timely 
supply Nelson always attributed his ability to continue 
his successful pursuit. On the 25th of July Nelson sailed 
from Syracuse for the Morea, and entered the Oulf of 
Coron on the 28th. Here Troubridge ascertained that the 
French fleet had been seen steering south-east from Candia. 
To Alexandria, therefore, Nelson again directed his course, 
and on the memorable 1st of August, at noon, gained 
sight of the Pharos tower. The bay was now no longer 
deserted, but crowded w^ shipping! Nelson's anxiety 
up to this time had been mich as to deprive him of sleep 
and appetite. His mind had been upon the rack; but 
he was now satisfied that the enemy, of^which he had been 
so long in search, was within his grasp. He ordered 
dinner to be served, at which most of his officers were 
present ; and when his guests rose from the table to repair 
to their several stations, he said to them emphatically : 
'' Before this time to-morrow I shall have gained a peerage, 
or Westminster Abbey." 

Nelson was a man of system. His plans were always 
thoroughly well considerea, and it was his earnest endea- 
vour to make them thoroughly imderstood by all. those 
under him. The captains of nis ships were his confidants. 
He knew exactly the description of force he had to con* 
tend against, and it therefore became a material consi- 
deration with him, in case he fell in with the hostile 
armament at sea, to prevent the escape of the transports ; 
he therefore disposed his force so as to engage the whole 
attention of the enemy's ships of war, and at the same 
time to capture or destroy as many as possible of the con- 
voy. Li conformity with this plan, he had resolved to divide 
his fleet into three squadrons, in the following manner ;— 

Oulloden, 
Theseus, 
Alexander, 
Swiftsure. 



Of these squadrons, two were to attack the ships of war, 
while the third was to pursue the transports. The «q\ux4j» 



Vanguard, 


Orion, 


Minotaiu*, 


Goliath, 


Leander, 


Majestic, 


AudaciouH, 


Bellerophon. 


Defence, 




Zealous. 
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neds of his plan must be obyions to everj capaoily, and 
no doubt oaii be entertained that, had ciroumstances ocea- 
sioned it to be put into execution, the success wotdd har^ 
been signal. 

The eyenihg preceding the action, the Alexander and 
dwiftsure had been detaxshed ahead, to reconnoitre the 
harbour of Alexandria, while the rest of the sauadron 
remained in the offing. The enemy's fleet was nrst dis- 
eorered hj the Zealous, Captain Hood, who communi- 
cated by signal the number of the ships at anchor, in line 
of battle, in the Bar of Aboukir. The v anguard instanUy 
hauled to the wind, a movement that was observed and 
quickly followed by the wholti^quadron, and at the same 
time iH^elBon by signal recallecrtne Alexander and Swift- 
stire. 

Notwithstanding Nelson's desire to make his plan of 
battle clear to every one of his captains, which plan it 
would appear contemplated an attack upon the enemy's 
tan and centre, by anchoring in close order upon the bow 
had quarter of each ship of the enemy on the outside, 
some misunderstanding arose. That this plan, if acted 
unon, would have been a most effectual one, few can doubt> 
Wnile by the one actually carried into effect great danger 
was incurred of damage to each other ; and it is genendly 
supposed that much British loss of Hfe did result from the 
shot intended for the enemy. The plan of doubling upon 
the bow and quarter — ^not as Southey supposes, by placing 
a shit) on each side of the enemy — ^was the one enter- 
tainea by Lord Hood in his proposed attack upon the 
French neet in Gt>urjean Bay. The balance of much con- 
flicting evidence shows that this was the attack which 
Nelson intended ; and a claim put in on behalf of the late 
Admiral Sir Thomas Foley (who, as captain of the Go- 
liath, led the British fleet), goes to prove that the method 
actually adopted was a departure therefh>m. General Sir 
Charles Napier, in a letter to a professional magazine,* 
states, — " Tne exploit was achieved by Sir Thomas Foley, 
-^the chivalrous commander of the Goliath began the 
action, — ^he it was who in this critical moment saw that 
there was room to pass between the shore and the enemy's 

* United Service Journal, for August. 1887. Sir Thomas Foley 
nuuthd a Unt oovOn of Sir Chariss Napier.—Nioolto* 
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jQioet ; Had though the orders of Lord Nelson were to 
attack the French line on the outward side, Foley, against 
^ose orders, passed itmde, between the enemy's shins 
and the shore; thns inourringall the responsibili^ attaon- 
ing to so daring a deed." This high military authority 
pifoceeds to commend the act, and considers the action 
which ensued to have been " greater in the subordinate 
than in the chief," a sentiment which we entirely repu- 
diate. 

But we must now proceed to the battle itself. There 
was no chart of the coast in the fleet ; and to get at the 
^nerny was the difficulty. The Bay of Aboukir commences 
about twenty miles £.N.E. of Alexandria, and extends 
ftom Abouknr Castle, situated at the northern point or 
headland, in a deep ourye as far as the western mouth of 
the Nile, distant from the castle about six miles. This 
bf^ has not sufficient depth of water for lar^e ships nearer 
to the shore than three miles — a long sand-Bank, on which 
there is only twenty-four feet water, extending to that 
distance. About two miles N.£. by E. from Aboukir 
OasUe is Bequier Island (Nelson's Island it is now called), 
and from this a bank or reef extends nearly two miles 
&rther out to sea, in a north-easterly direction. The 
FiPenoh ships with their heads to the westward were 
moored in line, or rather in a yery obtuse angle, at the 
centre of which was the French admiral's ship L'Orient. 
Hie ships shead and astern of the admiral were about 
160 yards apart, and the headmost about two miles dis- 
tant firom Aboukir Castle. Beginning from the headmost 
ship, the following was their omer in the line of battle : — 
Ouenier, 74 ; Conqu^rant, 74 ; Spartiate, 74 ; Aquilon, 74 ; 
Peuple SouYcrain, 74; Franklin, 80; Orient, 120; Ton- 
nant, 80; Heureux, 74; Timol^on, 74; Mercure, 74; 
Guillaume Tell, 80; G^ndreux, 74. The fHgates Diane, 
Justice, Art^mise, and S^rieuse, two brigs, and seyeral 
gun-boats were moored in-shore. The Bi^ish fleet* con- 

* The following is a list of the fleet according to the seniority of 
the respectiye captains : — 
Gaiu. 

(yaxismarA i I^©ar- Admiral (blue) Sir Horatio Nelson, K.B. 

IV angoara . . <^ Q^^p^^jj Edward Berry. 

' \ Orion ...,,. „ Sir James Saumarez, Et. 

\Cimodeo „ Thomas Troubridg^. 
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sisted of thirteen sail of the line, one of fifly gtins, and 
the Mntine brig. 

At 3h. P.M. Nelson made the signal to prepare to 
anchor, and at 4h. to anchor by the stem, for which pur- 
pose cables were passed out oi the gun-room ports, and 
Dent on to the anchors at the bows. At 6h. 3(hn. the 

Xal was made to form in line ahead and astern of the 
iral, as most convenient, and the Zealous was ordered 
to lead the fleet. As usual, however, under such circum- 
stances, each ship kept the leads constantly goin^, care- 
fUlj sounding. Captain Foley, by the better sailing of 
his slup, had now gained the honour of leadine. The 
evening was serene, the water smooth, and the sun, 
making " a glorious set,'' cast a rich glow over the scene. 
A light breeze of wind from N.W. wafted the ships slowly 
down upon the enemy. At 6h. 20m. the French fleet 
hoisted their colours. The Guerrier and Conqudrant, 
aided by the battery on Aboukir Island, and the gun- 
boats, now opened Are upon the leading British ships. It 
was Captain Foley's intention to anchor on the in-shore 
bow of the Guerrier, but some delay in letting go the 
anchor obliged him to bring up farther in advance, and 
abreast the Conqudrant on the inside. As the Goliath 
passed ahead of the Guerrier she poured in a heavy raking 
nre. Hood observing the cause of the Goliath not bring- 
ing up in the intenaed place, immediately ordered the 
Zealous's anchor to be dropped, and that ship occupied 
the Goliath's intended position on the bow or the Guer- 
rier. The fall of the Guerrier's foremast, which no doubt 
tho Goliath's flre had contributed to occasion, was Uie 
first sight to greet the British fleet. The Audacious was 
the first to anchor in accordance with the admiral's orders. 



Qniu. 

Bellerophon 

Minotaur . 

Defence . . . 

Alexander . 
74 i Zealous . . . 

Audacious . 

Goliath . . . 

Majestic . . . 
(^Swiftsure 
60 Leander . . . 
74 Theseus . . . 
14 Mutine(brig) 



Captain D'Esterre Darby. 

Thomas Louis. 

John Peyton. 

Alexander J. Ball. 

Samuel Hood. 

Davidge Gk>uld. 

Thomas Foley. 

George B. Westcott. 

Benjamin HalloweU. 

Thomas B. Thompson. 

Kalph W. Miller. 
Commander Thomas M. Hardy. 
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and brouglit m> about fifty yards from the Conqu^raiit's 
starboard or on-sbore bow. The Theseus went inside and 
anchored by the stem, abreast the Spartiate ; and the 
Orion, following the Theseus, anchored by the head 
inside, a little aoafb the beam of the Peuple Souverain. 
The S^rieuse frigate having fired at the Orion, one broad- 
side was returned, from the eifects of which she almost 
immediately sank. 

The Vanguard was the next ship to anchor, and as she 
anchored outside, it seems a sufficient proof that this was 
the admiral's plan. The Vanguard brought up by the 
stem outside the Spartiate, distant not more than eighty 
yards from her ' starboard beam. All the ships, by a 
standing order of Earl St. Vincent, wore the St. George's 
ensi^. This flag was used more particularly, the better 
to distinguish the English from the' French ensign ; the 
flag of \mich bein^ blue, might otherwise be mistu^en for 
English. Each ship was decked with imion jacks on the 
topmast stays. The Minotaur anchored ahead of the 
Vanguard, and, fortunately for the latter, outside the 
AquHon, whose previously destructive fire upon the Van- 
guard was thus diverted. The Bellerophon anchored 
close alongside the Orient, .120, and the Majestic on the 
starboard side of the Tonnant. The Swiftsure was unable 
to ^et into action till 8h. p.m., by which time the Belle- 
roj^on had been dismasted, and was drifting out of the 
action, and the Swiftsure took up a position a little on the 
bow of the Orient. The Leander having also been detained 
by endeavouring to assist the Culloden off the shoal, 
arrived about the same time, and anchored most judi- 
ciously ahead of the Franklin. The Alexander, having 
been despatched to look out, was the last in ; that ship 
anchored on the starboard quarter of the French admiral. 

We must now return to the Vanguard. In a few 
minutes, owing to her having to sustain a raking fire from 
the Aqmlon, the men stationed at the six foremost guns 
fell as fast as the guns could be remanned. The Minotaur, 
however, as we have just stated, arrived very seasonably, 
and took off the Aquilon's destructive fire. The fignt 
now raged with awfrd fury. The French rear, by Nelson's 
well-devised plan, although unengaged, coidd not get up 
to the assistance of the van and centre, and in consequence, 
the whole of the latter were soon reduced to wrecks, and 
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five surrendered. In the heat of the battle, Nelion wag 
B^ck on the forehead by a piece of langridge, and in an 
instant was blinded by the blood and loose flesh, which 
feU over his eye. The stunning sensation caused him to 
■tagger, and he would have fallen, had not Captain Berry 
oaognt him in his arms. It was thought he had been shot 
through the head. He was immediately conducted below 
to the cockpit, which, by this time, was crowded with the 
wounded. The surgeon, Mr. Jefferson, nt^turally soli- 
citous for his adniiral's state, hurried to Nelson; ont he 
desired him to wait until his (the admiral's) turn came* The 

ein was excruciating, and he considered it to be mortal, 
e, therefore, desired the chaplain, Mr. Comyn, to attend 
him, and deliyered him an affectionate message for Lady 
Kelson ; and ordered a commission to be n^e out for 
Oaptain Hardy, in the room of Captain Berry, whom he 
intended sending home with the despatches. He felt so 
grateful to Captain Louis for having so nobly supported 
aim, that, at about Oh. p.m., he directed Lieutenant Capel* 
to go on board the Minotaur in the jolly-boat, and desire 
Oaptain Louis to come to him, that he might thank him 
ios his conduct ; adding, "this is the hundred and twenty- 
fourth time I have been engaged, but I believe it is now 
nearly over with me." Captam Louis hastened on board 
the Vanguard, and the meeting which took place between 
them was most affecting. Providence, however, had de- 
termined to preserve Nelson for other triumphs. When 
the surgeon had examined the woimd, it was found to be 
not mortal ; and the intelligence quickly circulated 
throughout ^e ship, to the great joy of all. 

About 8h. 30m., the Aquilon ana Feuple Souverain were 
taken possession of, and Captain Berry sent a lieutenant 
and a party of marines for the same purpose to the Spar- 
ttate, which ship had struck to the Vanguard. The officer 
brought back the French captain's sword, whidh Captain 
Berry immediately took below to the admiral. The victory 
was now decisive, for although the Heureux, Tonnant, and 
Orient were not taken possession of, they were silenced, 
which intelligence Captain Berry had hkewise the satifr- 
ftetion of oommunicatmg in person to the admiral. 

* lAmi. the Hon. Thomaa Bladen Oapel it new an admiral of the 
Md, and O.O.B. 
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A few minutes after nine, tlie French admiral's ship 
was discovered to be^n fire in the mizen chains, and was 
soon enveloped in flames. The French admiral had 
heroicallj sustained the honour of his flag, but at length 
a cannon-ball cut him asunder. He had previously re- 
ceived three desperate wounds, one on the head and two 
in his body, but could not be prevailed upon to quit the 
deck. Commodore Casa Bianca fell by his side. Several 
of the officers and men, seeing the impracticability of ex- 
tinguishing the fire, which had now extended itself along 
the up^er decks, and up the masts, jumped overboard. 
The IBritish did their utmost to save their feUow-creatures, 
now no longer enemies. 

It has been recorded as a matter of some doubt, whether 
the French admiral's ship struck her colours before taking 
fire ; but Nelson, in a letter to Mr. Wyndham says, 
** L'Orient certainly struck her colours, and did not fire a 
shot for a quarter of an hour before, unfortunately for 
us, she took fire : but although we suffer, our country is 
equallv benefited. She had on board near £600,000 ; so 
says tne adjutant-general of the fleet, who was saved out 
of her ; and although he does not say she struck her 
colours, yet he allows that all resistance on her part was 
in vain. Admiral Brueys was killed early in the battle, 
and from the commencement of the fight, declared all was 
lost." This was, no doubt, Nelson's impression ; and it 
was the general belief in the fleet; but James, in his 
"Naval History," declares that the admiral's flag was 
flying at the mast-head when the ship blew up, an asser- 
tion not l)ome out by sufficient evidence. 

The Swiftsure, being within half pistol-shot of the 
larboard bow of L'Orient, saved the lives of the com- 
missary, first lieutenant, and ten men, who were drawn 
through the lower-deck ports. The situation of the 
Alexander and Swiftsure became extremely perilous. The 
looked-for explosion of such a ship was an event to be 
guarded against. Captain Hallowell, however, refused to 
move from his station, though repeatedly urged to do so. 
He perceived the advantage he possessed in being to 
windward of the burning snip. The Alexander, having 
twice taken fire, was under the necessity of shifting her 
berth, and moving to a greater distance. 

The admiral was intormed by Captain. B«tT^ ^^ ''^3aa 
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flitnation of the enemy. Forgetting his own Bufferings, 
he scrambled on deck ; and his firsr thought was, that of 
concern for the lives of his late enemies. He ordered 
Captain Berry to make every exertion in his power. A 
boat, the only one that would swim, was despatched from 
the Yangnard, in command of Lieutenant Edward Gul- 
way ; the other ships followed the example, and above 
seventy poor fellows were preserved. The moon, which 
had by tnis time risen, added to the grandeur and solem- 
nity of the picture. The flames had made such progress 
that an explosion was instantly expected ; and at 9h. 37m. 
the flames reached the magazine, and the ship blew up 
with a crashing sound that deafened all around. The 
tremulous motion felt on board each ship, was like that of 
an earthquake. A deathlike pause of about three minutes 
ensued, before the fragments, driven to a vast height into 
the air, could descend. A port-fiu*e fell into the main- 
royal of the Alexander, and set it on fire ; but the flames 
were soon extinguished. Two burning fragments of the 
wreck likewise dropped into the main and fore-tops of the 
Swiftsure, but without causing serious injury. 

Silence reigned for several minutes, as if the contending 
squadrons, struck with horror at the dreadful event, which 
in an instant had hurled so many brave men into eternity, 
had forgotten their hostile rage, in pity to the sufferers. 
The Franklin, bearing the flag of !Rear- Admiral Blanquet, 
who had become senior officer, was the flrst to recommence 
the action. The Swiftsure, being now free from her late 
formidable adversary, had leisure to direct her whole fire 
into the quarter of the Franklin ; and in a short time, by 
the well-mrected fire of the Swiftsure and Defence, assisted 
by the Leander, the Franklin was compelled to call for 
quarter. 

The Alexander, Majestic, and occasionally the Swiftsure, 
were now the only British ships engaged; but Captain 
HaUowell, finding that he could not direct his guns clear 
of the Alexander, which had dropped between him and 
the Tonnant, desisted, althou^ still severely annoyed 
by the shot of the Tonnant. The firing ceased at alfout 
3n. A.M. on the 2nd ; but just as the day dawned, the 
Alexander and Majestic recommenced the action with the 
Tonnant, Guillaume Tell, G^n^reux, and Timoldon. The 
JETeureax and Mercore had fallen out of the line, and had 
Anchored a considerable distance V> \eew«x^ 



JBT. 39.] IIFB OF tiOBD KELSOS. ^9 

Eight ships had now surrendered, and the Henrenx and 
Mercure were captured by the Goliath and Theseus on 
the succeeding day. The Timol^on, but with her colours 
flying, was on shore ; and about two miles from that ship 
was the Tonnant. The latter ultimately surrendered, on 
the 3rd, to the Theseus and Leander; but the Timoleon, 
afler hauling down her colours, was set on fire by her own 
crew, who escaped to the shore. Two line-of-battle ships 
and two frigates out of this fine fleet escaped — the G6n6' 
reux, Guillaume Tell, Diane, and Justice ; and it is worthy 
of remark, that three of these were eventually captured by 
a squadron under Lord Nelson's command. The damages 
of the British fleet, with the exception of the Bellerophon, 
were chiefly confined to the masts and rigging. The 
Bellerophon, from having taken up her berth on the broad- 
side, instead of the bow or quarter of the Orient, was 
dreadfully shattered in hull, and totally dismasted. 

Nelson, in whose mind a sense of Providential care was 
always observable, if not paramount, now evinced his 
gratitude to the great Arbitrator of events. On the morning 
of the victory he issued the following memorandum to the 
captains of his ships — one only of whom. Captain West- 
cott, had perished m the fight : — 

" Vanguard, off* the Mouth of the Nile, 

2nd day of August, 1798. 

" Almighty God having blessed his majesty's arms with 

victory, the admiral intends returning puolic thanksgiving 

for the same at two o'clock this day, and he recommends 

every ship doing the same as soon as convenient." 

** To the respective captains of the squadron." 

Accordingly, at 2h. p.m., divine service was performed 
on the quarter-deck of the Vanguard, by the Kev. Mr. 
Comjn. The other ships followed the example of the 
admiral, though perhaps not all at the same time. This 
solemn act of gratitude to Heaven seemed to make a deep 
impression on many of the prisoners, and some were heard 
to remark, ** that it was no wonder the English officers 
could maintain discipline and order, when it was possible 
to impress the minds of their men with such sentiments, 
after a victory so great, and at a moment of such con- 
fusion." 
^ The same day the following mj»xvot«xkiix£ai) «5::^t«%5Ks<5^ ^*s. 
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the admiral's sentiments of tlie noble exertions of the 
different officers and men of his squadron, was sent round 
to all the ships : — 

" Vanguard, off the Mouth of the Nile, 
' 2nd day of August, 1798. 

"The admiral most heartily congratulates the captains, 
officers, seamen, and marines of the squadron he has the 
honour to command, on the event of the late action ; and 
he desires the;^ will accept his most sincere and cordial 
thanks for their yery gallant behaviour in this glorious 
battle. It must strike forcibly every British seaman, how 
superior their conduct is, wnen in discipline and good 
order, to the riotous behaviour of lawless Frenchmen. 

" The squadron may be assured the admiral will not 
fail, in his despatches, to represent their truly meritorious 
conduct in the strongest terms to the commander-in-chief." 

** To the captains of the ships of the squadron." 

The CuUoden was at length extricated from her dis- 
a^eeable position, and was found to have suffered con- 
siderable damage. The rudder was beaten off, and the 
crew could scarcely keep the ship afloat with all pumps 
going. The resources of Captain Troubridge were sucn, 
mat in four days he had a new rudder made on board and 
shipped, and the Culloden, though still very leaky, was 
fit for service. 

Nelson, with his usual humanity, established a truce 
with the commandant of Aboukir, and through him inti- 
mated to the governor of Alexandria, that it was his 
intention to allow all the wounded prisoners to be taken 
ashore, to be attended by their own surgeons. This 
proposal was acceded to, and carried into effect on the 
following day. On the 5th, Captain Berry sailed in the 
Leander with the admiral's despatches to Earl St. Vincent 
off Cadiz, and on the 13th Nelson despatched the Mutine, 
tinder command of his lato first lieutenant, the Hon. T. 
B. Capel, with orders to land at or near Naples, and pro- 
ceed overland to England. Captain Capel was charged 
with a duplicate of the despatches sent to Earl St. 
Vincent, and was the bearer of the following letter : — 

** Vanguard, Mouth of the Nile, 
Aug. 7, 1798. 

"SiSf'^Herewith I haye tke lionoxa to tnntmit to you 
« copy of xny letter to the Earl of St.^\iiQ«iiV», \A^^\k^T 
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with a line of battle of the EngUsh and French aqnadroDS, 
also a list of the killed and wounded. I have the pleasure 
to inform you, that eight of our ships have already top- 
gallant-yards across, and ready for any service; the 
others, with the prizes, will soon be ready for sea. In an 
event of this importance, I have thought it right to send 
Captain Capel with a copy of my letter to the commander- 
in-chief overland, whicn I hope their lordships will 
approve ; and beg leave to refer tbem to Captain Capel, 
who is a most excellent officer, and fully able to give eveij 
information ; and I beg leave to recommend him to theur 
lordships' notice. I have the honour to be, &c., 

"HoEATio Nelson." 

"P.S. — The island I have taken possession of, and 
brought off the two thirteen-inch mortars, all the brass 
guns, and destroyed the iron ones." 

** Evan Nepean, Esq., Admiralty." 

The letter to Lord St. Vincent, which has often been 
held up as a kind of model gazette letter, on account of 
the beautiful feeling running through it, was as follows : — 

^* Vanguard, off the Mouth of the Nile, 
August 3rd, 1798. 

" My Lord, — Almighty God has blessed his majesty's 
arms in the late battle, with a great victory over the fleet 
of the enemy, whom I attacked at sunset on the 1st of 
August, off the mouth of the Nile. The enemy were 
moored in a strong line of battle for defending the en- 
trance of the bay [of Shoals], flanked by numerous gun- 
boats, four frigates, and a battery of guns and mortars on 
an island in their van ; but notning could withstand the 
squadron your lordship did me the honour to place under 
my command. Their high state of disciplme is well 
known to ^ou, and with the jndgment of the captains, 
together with their valour, and that of the officers and 
men of every description, it was absolutely irresistible. 
Could anything from my pen add to the characters of the 
captains, I would write it with pleasure; but that is im- 
possible. I have to regret the loss of Captain Westcott, 
of the Majestic, who was killed early in the action ; but 
the ship was continued to be fought so well by her first 
lieutenant, Mr. Cuthbert, that I have given him an order 
to command her till your lordship's "gleaaxire \& fewjriro^* 
Tie ships of the enemy, afl. Wt ^;}ftftYt \j^q ^^^ ^cx?^"%»^^is55k 
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nearlj dismasted ; and those two, witli two frigates, I am 
sorrj to say, made their escape ; nor was it, I assure you, 
in my power to prevent tnem. Captain Hood most 
handsomely endeavoured to do it, but 1 had no ship in a 
condition to support the Zealous, and I was obliged to 
call her in. The support and assistance I have received 
from Captain Berry cannot be sufficiently expressed. I 
was wounded in the head, and obliged to be carried off the 
deck; but the service sustained no loss by that event. 
Captain Berry was fully equal to the important service 
then going on, and to hun 1 must beg leave to refer you 
for every information relative to this victory. He will 
present you with the fla^ of the second in command, that 
of the commander-in-chief being burnt in the L'Orient. 

" Herewith I transmit you lists of killed and wounded,* 
and the lines of battle, of ourselves and the French. 

** I have the honour to be, &c., 

** HoKATio Nelson." 



<i 



To Admiral the Earl of St. Vincent, 

Commander-in-chief, &c. &c. &c., off Cadiz." 

* The following was the return of the killed and wounded re- 
ferred to : — ^ 



Ships* Mamcs. 





Killed. 




J, 
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o 
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Wounded. 



m 

o 



i 



t 

a 



Total 



Theseus 

Alexander .... 
Vanguard .... 

Minotaur 

Swiftsure 

AudaciouH .... 

Defence 

Zealous 

Orion 

Goliath 

Majestic 

Beilerophon . . 
Leander 

Total.... 




1 
3 
2 




1 
2 
3 
4 




16 



5 I 
13 ! 
20 I 

18 , 

I ! 

3 

1 

11 
12 
33 
32 





156 






7 
3 



1 


1 

7 

U 
13 





46 



1 
5 
7 
4 
1 
2 


5 
4 
3 
5 




24 
48 
60 
54 
19 
31 
J» 
7 

18 

28 

124 

126 

14 



5 
5 

8 
6 
2 
2 
2 

6 
9 
16 

17 




35 
72 
105 
87 
29 
36 
15 
8 

42 

62 

193 

197 

14 



37 i 562 j 78 895 
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The next care of the admiral was to despatch lieu- 
tenant Thomas Duval, of the Zealous, overland to India, 
with an account of this important victory addressed to the 
governor of Bombay. 

The names of the officers killed and wounded were as follow : — 

KILLED. 
Ships. OflBcen* Names. Bauk. 

Vanguard William Faddy Captain of marines 

Thomas Seymour Mioshipman 

John G. Taylor Ditto 

Alexander .... John Collins Lieutenant 

Orion Baird Captain's clerk 

Goliath William Davies Master's mato 

Andrew Brown Midshipman 

Majestic George B. Westcott Captain 

Zebedee Ford Midshipman 

Andrew Gilmore Boatswain 

Bellerophon . . Robert Savage Daniel . . Lieutenant 

Philip Watson Launder . . Ditto 



Gfprge Jollifie Ditto 

TBoi 



lomas Ellison Master's mato 

Minotam' John S. Kirchner Master 

Petei^ Walters Master's mato 

WOUNDED. 
Ships. Officers' NamesL Bank. , 

Vanguard Nathaniel Vassal Lieutenant 

John M. Adye Ditto 

John Campbell* Admiral's secretary 

Michael Austin Boatswain 

John Weatherston Midshipman 

George Antrim Ditto 

Theseus Eichard Hawkins Lieutenant 

Alexander Alexander J. Ball Captain 

John Cresswell ... . Captain of marines 

William Lawson Master 

George Bulley , Midshipman 

Luke Anderson Ditto 

Audacious John James Lieutenant 

Christopher Font Gunner 

Orion.' Sir James Saumarez .... Captain 

Peter Sadler Boatswain 

Philip Bichardson Midshipman 

Ch. MieU Ditto 

Lanfesty Ditto 



* This officer was afterwards appointed purser of the Cano^ua 
and died at Plymouth, Sept. 2, 17y». 
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A victory more complete, and more important in its 
consequences, had never graced the annals of the British 
navy. Out of a fleet of seventeen sail, four only escaped 
capture or destruction. The bold nature and originality 
of the attack could only be rivalled by the persevering 
courage with which it was supported, and the unparalleled 
success with which it was crowned.* For a week after 

WOUNDED. 

Ships. Offlcen* Nunes. Rank. 

Goliath Waiiam Wilkinson .... Lieutenant 

Lawrence Graves Midshipman 

Peter Strachan Schoolmaster 

James Payne Midshipman 

Mi^estic Charles Seward Ditto 

Charles Royle Ditto 

Robert Overton Captain's clerk 

Bellerophon H. D'Esten'e Darby .... Captain 

Edward Kirby Master 

John Hopkins Captain of marines 

John Chapman Boatswain 

Nicholas Bettson Mmshipman 

Minotaur Thomas Irwin a Lieutenant 

John Jewell Lieutenant of maiines 

Thomas Foxton Second master 

Martin Wills Midshipman 

Swiftsure William Smith Ditto 

It will be observed that Nelson did not include hi« own name in 
the list of those wounded. Au he mentioned the fact in his letter to 
Earl St. Vincent, he might have considered it unnecessary. 

* Soon after the victory the following letter was written by the 
venerable father of the admiral to the Rev. B. Allot, in answer to 
his congratulations on the occasion : — 

*' My great and good son went into the world without fortune, 
but with a heart replete with every moral and religious virtue. 
These have been his compass to steer by ; and it has pleased God 
to be his shield in the day of battle, and to give success to his wishes 
to be of service to his country. His country seems sensible of his 
services ; but should ho ever meet with ingratitude, his scars will 
cry out, and plead his cause : for at the siege of Cvalvi ho lost an 
eye ; at Tenonffe an aim ; on the memorable 14th of Februarj' he 
received a severe blow on his bodv, which ho still fools ; and now a 
wound on the head. After all tnis, you will believe his bloom of 



a This officer was a lieutenant in the Victoiy with the Earl of St. 
Vincent, on the 14th February, 1797, and commanded on the fore- 
castle. He was lost in 1801, in the tender of the Minotaiu*, sup- 
vaaed to have foundered with all the crew, wh^ on a cruise in ^ne 
ModStemmeaji, 
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the battle the Bay of Aboukir was covered with the bodies 
of the slain — a most painfril and horrid spectacle ; and 
although men were continually employed in sinking the 
bodies with shot, yet the shot havm^ slipped off, many 
re-appeared upon the surface. Considering the heat of 
the weather, it was surprising that no pestilential disorder 
broke otit, in consequence, among our gallant countrymen. 
The captains of the British fleet — the band of brothers, 
as Nelson called them — ^vied with each other in sending 
various presents made from the wreck of the Orient, to 
the hero under whose auspices this signal victory had been 
achieved. Among the number Captam Hallowell, of the 
Swiftsure, ordered his carpenter to make a coflfin from the 
wood and iron of the wreck. The carpenter accordingly 
finished one with considerable elegance, from the main- 
mast of the ilj-fated ship, and it was subsequently pre- 
sented to the admiral with the following note : — 

" My Lord, — I have taken the liberty of presenting 
you a coflSln made from the mainmast of L*Orient, that 
when you have finished your military career in this world, 
you may be buried in one of your trophies ; but that that 
period may be far distant is the earnest wish of your sin- 
cere friena, " Ben. Hallowell. 

" Swiftsure, May 23rd, 1799."* 

The news of the victory reached Naples by the Mutine, 
on the 4th of September, and on the 2nd of October Cap- 
tain Capel arrived at the Admiralty. The Leander was 
captured, after a most heroic defence, by the G^nereux, 
and Captain Berry was prevented from delivering his de- 
spatches. The news did not reach Earl St. Vincent, off 
Cadiz, until the latter end of September ; and in a letter, 
dated the 27th of that month, the earl had not received 
any account of the Leander's capture. The news sent 
overland to India were of great importance; for, in antici- 

countenance mvist be faded ; but the spirit bearetli up yet as vigorous 
as ever. On the 29th of September he completea his 40th year ; 
cheerftQ, generous, and good ; fearing no evil, because he has done 
none ; an honour to my grey hairs, which, with every mark of old 
age, creep fast upon me. 

* Praise is due to Sir H. Nicolas for settling the date of this letter. 
Clarke and M 'Arthur falsified it by inserting AtLgitst^ 1798. ^^ 
Despatches^ vol. iii. p. 89, 
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pation of Bonaparte's invasion, defensive preparations on a 
mrge scale had been made. 

The enthusiasm excited by the event it would defy 
more than any ordinary descriptive power to display. The 
Grand Seisnor sent I^lson a pelisse of sables with broad 
sleeves, valued at 5,000 dollars, and a diamond aigrette,* 
estimated at 18,000 dollars. These magnificent presents 
were accompanied by a purse of 2,000 sequins, to bo dis- 
tributed among the wounded. The mother of the sultan 
sent a box set with diamonds, valued at £1,000. The Czar 
Paul presented a ^old box containing his portrait, set in 
diamonds. The kmg of Sardinia, who had so short a time 
before refused the rights of hospitality to the weather- 
beaten squadron, also sent a gold oox studded with 
jdiamonds. The honours awaiting his arrival at Naples 
were boundless. In England the effects of the victory 
were astounding. News of the first fruitless chase had 
reached, and blame was laid to the charge of Lord St. 
Vincent for sending so young an admiral on so important 
a service. But now tne story was changed. He had 
gained the peerage and escapea Westminster Abbey, and 
on the 6th of October became Baron Nelson ,t of the Nile, 
and of Burnham Thorpe, in the county of Norfolk. 

* Tho ai^otte, a kind of feather, repreaentod a hand with thirteen 
fingers, which were of diamonds, and alluded to the thirteen ships 
taken and destroyed at Aboukir ; the size was that of a child's 
hand, about six years old, when opened. The centre diamond, and 
the four round it, were estimated at one thousand |)omids each, and 
there were three hundred more well set. 

f The following is the notice which appeared on tho occasion in 
the London Gazette of the 22nd November, 1798 : — 

"Whitehall, Nov. 20. The king has been graciously pleased to 
give and grant imto the Right Honourable Horatio, Baron Nelson of 
the Nile, and of Burnham Thorpe, in the countv of Norfolk, rear- 
admiral of the blue squadron of^his Majesty's neot, and knight of 
the most honourable military Order of the Buth, in consideration of 
the great zeal, courage, and perseverance manifested by hini upon 
divers occasions, and particularly of his able and galkint conduct in 
the glorious and decisive viotorv obtained over the French fleet, 
near the mouth of the Nile, on the first day of Aumist last, his roval 
license and authority, that he and his issue ma^ boar tho following 
honourable augmentations to his armorial ensigns : viz., 'A chief 
undulated argent, thoroon waves of the sea, from which a palm-tree 
issuant, between a disabled ship on the dexter and a ruinous battery 
4m the sinister, all proi>er ; and for his crest, on a naval orovm, or, 
cbeJang^, or plume of triumph, pre«oat«d to him by the Grand 
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The sword of Bear- Admiral Blanquet was intrusted to 
Captain Capel, to be presented to the city of London, with 
an appropriate letter* to the Lord Mayor. 

Signior, as a mark of his high esteem, and of his sense of the gallant 
oonduct of the said Horatio Baron Nelson in the said glorious and 
decisive victory ; with the motto — 'Palmam qui meruit fer&t;*a 
and to his supporters, being a sailor on the dexter, and a lion on 
the sinister, tne honourable a\igmentations following : viz., in the 
hand of the sailor a palm-branoh, and another in the paw of the 
lion, both proper, with the addition of a tricoloured flag and staff in 
the mouth of the latter ; which augmentations to the supporters to 
be borne by the said Horatio Baron Nelson, and by those to whom 
the said dignity shall descend, in virtue of his Majesty's letters 
patent of creation ; and that the same may be first duly exemplified 
aeoording to the laws of arms, and recorded in the Heralds' Office. 

" And also to order, that his Majesty's said concession and special 
mark of his royal favour be registered in his College of Arms 

* The following is a copy of the letter, and of the resolutions con- 
sequent on its receipt : — 

''Vanguard, Mouth of the Nile, 
"Augusts, 1798. 

" My Lord, — Having the honour of being a fireeman of the city 
of London, I take the liberty of sending to your lordship the sword 
of the commanding French admiral, M. Blanquet, who siu^dved 
after the bai^e ot the first, off the Nile, and re<juost that the city ot 
London wUl honour me with the acceptance of it, as a remembrance 
that Britannia still rules the waves, which tiiat she may ever do 
is the ferveni prayer of your lordship's most obedient servant, 

"HoEATio Nelson." 

On the 16th of October, the committee appointed to consider of 
the best manner of disposing of the sword, presented to the court by 
Admiral Nelson, reported the following resolution, which was agreed 
to : " That the sword, delivered up to our gallant hero Lord 
Nelson, by the French admiral, M. Blanquet, be put up in the most 
conspicuous place in the common-council chamber, with the follow- 
ing inscription, engraved on a marble tablet — * The sword of Mens. 

a Southey states : — "It has been erroneously said that the motto 
was selectea by the king. It was fixed on by Lord Grenville, and 
taken flrom an ode of Jortin. The application was singularly for- 
tunate ; and the ode itself breathes a spirit in which no man can 
ever more truly sympathize than Nelson — 

' Concurrunt paribus cum ratibus rates, 

Spectent minima ponti, ct 

Palmam (^ui meruit ferat.' " 
The lines suggest a proposition that, to prevent bloodshed, two ships 
of equal size, instead oi wholo fieeto, snould engage and decide tne 
national dispute. 
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On the meeting of Parliament, in tlie month of Novem- 
ber, his Majesty, in opening the session, by a speech from 
the throne Dore the most flattering testimony to Nelson's 
high deserts : — " The unexampled series of our naval 
trmmphs has received fresh splendour from the memo- 
rable and decisive action, in which a detachment of my 
fleet, imder the command of Rear- Admiral Lord Nelson, 
attacked and almost destroyed a superior force of the 
enemy, strengthened by every advantage of situation. 
By this great and brilliant victory, an enterprise, of which 
the injustice, perfldy, and extravagance, nad flxed the 
attention of the world, and which was peculiarly directed 
against some of the most valuable interests of the British 
empire, has in the flrst instance been turned to the confu- 
sion of its authors ; and the blow thus given to the power 
and influence of France has afibrded an opening which, 
if improved by suitable exertions on the part of the other 
powers, may lead to the general deliverance of Europe." 
Shortly afterwards a message from the king was presented 
to the House of Commons by Mr. Pitt, to the following 
efiect : — " His Majesty, having taken into his serious con- 
sideration the signal and glorious victory obtained by 
!Rear-Admiral Lord Nelson over a superior force of the 
enemy, in the action ofl* the mouth of the Nile, on the 
1st of August last, not only highly honourable»to himself, 
but singularly beneficial to the interests of these king- 
doms ; and being desirous to bestow a signal and lasting 
mark of his favour on the said Admiral Lord Nelson, did 
grant unto him, the said Admiral Lord Nelson, an annuity 
of two thousand pounds per annum. But his Majesty not 
possessing the means of continuing the same, nor navmg it 
m his power to secure it to the saioLord Nelson beyond his 
own life, recommends it to his faithful Commons to make 
such provisions as to them should appear fit, to enable his 
Majesty to carry his intentions into effect." Mr. Pitt 
thereupon moved, " that a pension of two thousand pounds 
per annum, to commence on the first of August, 1798, 
should bo granted to Admiral Lord Nelson, of the Nile, 
and his two next successors in the title." General Wal- 



Blonquet, the commanding French admiral in the glorious engage- 
ment off the Nile, on the first of Aumist, 1798, presented to toe 
Court by tbo Bight Hon. Koar- Admiral Lord Nelson.' " 
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pole, who seconded this motion, thought that Lord Nelson 
should also have a higher degree of rank. Mr. Pitt, in 
reply, observed, that, *' entertaining the highest sense of 
the transcendent merits of Admiral Nelson, he thought it 
needless to enter at any length into the question of rank. 
His fame must be coeval with the British name ; and it 
would be remembered that he had obtained the greatest 
naval victory on record, when no man would mink it 
worth liis while to ask whether he had been created a 
baron, a viscount, or an earl." Mr. Johnes declared that 
in his opinion the consequences of Lord Nelson's achieve- 
ment were such as to entitle him to the appellation of the 
saviour of mankind. 

These highly flattering eulogiums were not the only 
rewards bestowed by his grateful countrymen. The East- 
India Company, aware of the critical nosition from which 
their possessions had been rescued by nis intrepidity, pre- 
sented him with £10,000 ; the city of London gave him a 
sword valued at 200 guineas ; and the Turkey Company a 
piece of plate of great value. The captains of the fleet* 
under his command likewise ordered an elegant sword to 
be made and presented to his lordship, the hilt to repre- 
sent a crocodile, with the names of the ships and tneir 
commanders engraved upon it. The thanks of both 
houses of Parliament had been previously voted to the 

* On the 3rd of August, the captains of the squadron met on 
board of the Orion, Captain Sir Jamos Saumarez, the senior cap- 
.tain and second in command in the battle, and formed the resolu- 
tion of testifying their admiration of their chief. ** The captains of 
the squadron under the orders of Rear- Admiral Sir Horatio Nelson, 
K.B., desirous of testifying the high sense they entertain of his 
prompt decision and intrepid conduct in the atteck of the French 
fleet m Bequier Road, oflf the Nile, the 1st of August, 1798, request 
his acceptance of a sword ; and, as a further proof of their esteem 
and regard, hope that he will permit his portrait to be taken, and 
hung up in the room belonging to the Egyptian Club, now establishcKl 
in commemoration of that glorious day. Dated, on board of his 
Majesty's ship Orion, 3rd August, 1798. 

" Jas. Saumarez, D. Gould, 

T. Troubridge, Th. Foley, 

H. D. Darby, R. W. Miller, 

Jno. Louis, Ben. Hallowell, 

Jno. Peyton, E. Beny, 

Alex. Jno. Ball, T. M. Hardy." 

Sam. Hood, 
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a4imiral,* captains, officers, seamen, and marines for the 
resolute and intrepid conduct which they displayed on 
this occasion. The captains were ordered to be presented 
with gold medals. Uaptain Hardy, of the Mutine, was 
promoted into the Vanguard, in the room of Captain 
Berry; and the first lieutenants of the line-of-battle ships, 
excepting the Culloden, which had unfortunately run 
aground, also gained a step in rank. 

The distinctions conferred on Nelson, noble and spon- 
taneous as they were, conferred also credit upon the 
givers. It was, however, strange, as Southey says, that 
m the very act of conferring a title the minister should 
have excused himself for not having conferred a higher 
one, by representing all titles on such an occasion as 
nugatory and supernuous.f But one point of apparently 
small moment gave Nelson much concern. The unhappy 
position of the Culloden on the night of the battle had 
been made a pretext for withholding promotion to the 
first lieutenant; and all that Nelson's vigorous appeal 
could eficct upon the adamantine hearts of the Admiralty 
Board, was to induce their lordships to desire the com- 
mander-in-chief to promote the lieutenant in the first 
vacancy, which "first vacancy" was a very long time in 
occurring. 

Nelson, in the midst of his successes, which would bo 
sure to make him new ones, was thoiichtful of his old 
friends. He appointed Mr. Alexander Davison, whom he 
first knew in the West Indies, solo prize-agent for tho 

* The following answer was returned by his lorrlship to tho vote 
of thanks : — 

"Vanguard, Palermo, Jan. 31, 1799. 

'* Sir, — Believe mo, I feel as I ought the noble reward whieli oui- 
oountry has bestowed on me by its thanks ; and I bog, uir, you 
will have the goodness to express to the honourabb hoiwo mv ^n-ati- 
tude. I can answer for that of my brave brethren, who fought witli 
me in the battle of the Nile. To you, sir, who have not only ko 
h^idsomely, but so el^^tly, conveyed to me the resolutions of thu 
house, woras are inadequate to express what I feel ; but lieliovc nic, 
sir. I am, with every sentiment of respect and esteem, your most 
obliged and fitithftil servant, 

"Nelson." 
" To the lUght Honourable Henry Addington, 
" Speaker of the House of Commons. 

f Seep, 109, ante. 
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captured sliips; and Davison, not to bo outdone in a 
question of generosity, ordered gold medals to be struck 
commemorative of the glorious event, which he presented 
to the different captains ; the same in silver for lieutenants 
and warrant-officers ; in gilt metal for petty officers ; and in 
copper for seamen and marines. This act of patriotism 
cost Mr. Davison £2,000. These medals were actually 
the only testimonials in existence recording the Nile 
action until 1848, when it was included among the battles 
entitling the survivors to the silver naval medal. 

Three of Nelson's missing frigates ioined the fleet on 
the 13th August, and the fourth shortly afterwards, and 
by these despatches from Sir John Acton reached him, 
which called him to Naples. Before quitting Egypt he 
ordered the Heureux, Mercure, and Guerrier to be burnt, 
they being unseaworthy ; but the remaining six — Franklin, 
Tonnant, Aquilon, Conqu^rant, Peuple Souverain, and 
Spartiate — ^were placed under the charge of Sir James 
Saumarez, in the Orion, with the Bellerophon, Minotaur, 
Defence, Audacious, Theseus, and Majestic, with orders 
to proceed to Gibraltar. Captain Hood, in the Zealous, 
witn the Swiftsure and Goliath, and three frigates, was 
ordered to blockade the port of Alexandria ; and on the 
19th the Vanguard, in company with the Culloden, Alex- 
ander, and Bonne Citoyenne, sailed for Naples. The Cul- 
loden and Alexander arrived on the 16th, but the "wreck 
of the Vanguard" did not reach the bay till the 22nd. 



112 LIFB OF LOBD NELSON. [1798. 



CHAPTER V. 

179S-1800. 

** I DETEST this voyage to Naples," wrote Nelson to Earl 
St. Vincent, two dajrs Before reaching the bay ; ** nothing 
but absolute necessity could force me to the measure. 
On the day Hoste left me, I was taken with a fever, which 
has very nearlv done my business : for eighteen hours my 
life was thought to be past hope. I am now up, but very- 
weak both in body and mina, from my cougn and this 
fever. I never expect, my dear lord, to see your face 
again : it mav please God that this wiU be the finish to 
that fever of anxiety which I have endured from the 
middle of June : but be that as it pleases His goodness — 
I am resigned to his will." In this depressed, yet proper 
frame of mind, Nelson now entered upon an entire new 
act in the drama of his life. Esteemed as he had been 
by all to whom he was known, but that chiefly among his 
brother officers and immediate friends, he had never had 
to perform the part of a great man on shore till now. 
" On the 22nd, he wrote, " the wreck of the Vanguard 
arrived in the Bay of Naples. His Sicilian majesty came 
out three leagues to meet me, and directly came on board. 
His majesty took me by the hand, and said such things of 
our royal master, our country, and myself, that no words 
I could use would in any aegree convey what so appa- 
rently came from the royal heart. From his majesty, 
his ministers, and every class, I am honoured by the 
application of 'Nostro Liberatore.' " This interesting 
letter, evidencing the pure sentiments of Nelson's heart 
in the midst of a vortex of flattery, proceeds : " You will 
not, my lord, I trust, think that one spark of vanity in- 
duces me to mention the most distinguislied reception that 
ever, I believe, feU to the lot of a human being ; but that 
it is a measure of justice due to his Sicilian majesty and 
the nation. If God knows my heart, it is amongst the 
most humble of the creation, full of thankfulness and 
gratitude 1 " 
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Previously to his arrival, he also wrote to Lady Nelson: 
" The kinffdom of the Two Sicilies is mad with joy ; 
from the throne to the peasant, all are alike. According 
to Lady Hamilton's letter, the situation of the queen was 
truly pitiable. I only hope I shall not have to be witness 
to a renewal of it. I give you Lady Hamilton's own 
words : — * How shall I describe the transports of the 
queen ! " *Tis not possible," she cried, kissed her hus- 
band, her children, walked franticly about the room, cried, 
kissed and embraced every person near her ; exclaiming, 
** O, brave Nelson I O, God bless and protect our brave, 
brave deliverer. O, Nelson, Nelson ; what do we not owe 
you, O victor ; saviour of Italy ! O, that my swollen heart 
oould now tell him, personally, what we owe to him." * You 
may judge, Fanny, of the rest ; but my head will not 
allow me to tell you half: so much for that. My fag, 
without success, would have had no effect; but blessed be 
God for his goodness to me."* 

Public demonstrations of joy were loud, but apparently 
sincere. The liberty of Italy had, without doubt, for the 
time been preserved from the French yoke. Not less flat- 
tering were the private marks of attention paid to him. 
In his letter to Lord St. Vincent, Nelson did not mention 
the fact that Lady Hamilton accompanied his Sicilian 
majesty; but in a letter to his wife, he wrote: "Sir 
William and Lady Hamilton came out to sea, attended by 
numerous boats and emblems, &c. They, my most re- 
spectable friends, had really been laid up, and seriously 
ill; first from anxiety, and then from joy. It [the 
news of the late action] was imprudently told Lady 
Hamilton in a moment, and the enact was like a shot ; 
she fell apparently dead, and is not yet recovered from 
severe bruises. Alongside came my honoured friends ; 
the scene in the boat was terribly anecting ; up flew her 

* The following verse, by Mr. Davenport, was added to the 
National Anthem : — 

" Join we in great Nelson's name^ 
First on the rolls of Fame, 

Him let us sing. 
Spread we his fame around — 
Honour of British ground — 
Who made Nile's »iores resound : 

God save the King ! " 

I 
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ladyship, and, exclaiming, 'O, God! is it possible!' she 
fell into my arm more dead than alive. Tears, however, 
soon set tne matter to rights, when alongside came the 
king. I hope, some day, to have the pleasure of intro* 
ducing you to Lady Hamilton ; she is one of the very 
best women in the world : she is an honour to her sex. 
Her kindness, with Sir William's, to me, is more than I 
can express ; I am in their house. Lady Hamilton intends 
writing to you." 

Few readers will, unhappily, be so thoroughly unac- 
quainted with the world as iK> place implicit confidence, as 
rTelson appears to have done, m the smcerity of this de- 
monstration on the part of Lady Hamilton. She was an 
accomplished actress, and in this, as in almost all other 
passages of her life, expressed very much more than she 
felt. The naive description of her conduct given by Lord 
Nelson, however, clearly shows that he Had not pene- 
tration enough to discover the secret spring of her actions, 
or to attribute this conduct to the rignt motive— that of 
building her own fortunes at the Neapolitan court upon 
Nelson's acts and fame. We give tnis letter at some 
length, because it has been conjectured by several biogra- 
phers of Nelson, that this period was the commencement 
of an illicit attachment. It is impossible, however, for 
any one having a knowledge of human nature to suppose 
tiiat Nelson could have written in such terms to a wife, to 
whom he had invariably evinced strong attachment, of a 
mistress. Sir William Hamilton's house was to him a 
comfortable home. Sir William wrote to him, " Come 
here as soon as the service will permit you. A pleasant 
apartment is ready for you in my house, and Emma is 
looking out for the softest pillows to repose the few 
wearied limbs you have left." This language could not 
have been dictated by any but the purest friendship. 
Nelson, therefore, would have proved himself at once 
weak and wicked had he refrained from availing himself 
of the advantages offered him of recruiting his wasted 
energies. Yet the event proved the chief cause of that 
domestic infelicity which will hereafter be briefly noticed. 
Lady Hamilton was at this time a most fascinating woman, 
and doubtless made a serious inroad upon Nelson's 
amicable affections ; but we cannot admit that there was 
at iMa time anything crimixMil in the passion. Lady 
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Hamilton, in fulfilment of her promise, wrote to Lady 
Nelson on the 2n(i of December ; but before the letter 
reached, some injurious reports appear to have forestalled 
upon its contents. Lord I^elson s most intimate &iend, 
Mr. Davison, writing to him on the 7th of December, said, 
" I cannot help again repeating my sincere regret at your 
continuation in the Mediterranean ; at the same time I 
would be grieved that you should quit a station, if it in the 
smallest degree afiectea your own feelings. You certainly 
are, and must be, the best and only judge : yet you musfr 
allow your best friends to express their sensations. Your 
valuable and better half writes to you. She is in ^ood 
health, but very uneasy and anxious. . . . Lady Nelson 
this moment calls, and is with my wife. She bids me say 
that unless you return home in a few months, she will join 
the standard at Naples. Excuse a woman's tender feel- 
ings — they are too acute to be expressed." Nelson, how- 
ever, must have been either a most unprincipled (a sup- 
position not consistent with his character) or an injured 
man. Writing to Lady Nelson, between the Ist and 6th 
of October^robably at the very moment when these^^sus- 
picions weir entertained, he says, " The Grand Seignor 
Las ordered me a valuable diamond ; if it wero worth a 
million, my {)leasure would be to see it in your possession. 
My pride is in being your husband — the son of my dear 
father, and in having Sir William and Lady Hamilton for 
my friends," This was assuredly not the language of a licen- 
tious man, to which Lady Nelson's observations pointed, 
and was the contrary of that which, in aU probability, 
would have been employed had he been guilty of infidelity. 
But to return from this digression. Nelson found him- 
self involved in a perfect labyrinth of gaiety. All the arts 
which could be brought to bear to enhven and delight the 

treat hero, the liberator of Italy, were employed. His 
irthday, which happened a week after his arrival, was 
celebrated in a most splendid f^te. But the mummeries 
and gaieties fell col<uy upon lus heart — ^he could see 
through the flaunting garb of follv and weakness. ** What 
precious moments me courts of Naples and Vienna are 
losing !" he exclaimed. " Three months would liberate 
Italy ; but the court is so enervated, that the moment will 
1)6 lost. I am very- unwell, and their miserable conduct 
is not likely to cool my irritable temper . \\i S& ^ ^^-vasitarj 

I * 
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4 
of tooh and fiddlers, sooandrelB, &c" If ever for « 

moment he was blinded by tlie diflplays of this court, or 
seduced by its blandishments, the ulosion was but tnumi* 
tory. He saw through all a mass of treachery and iniquity, 
ana the real miseries under which the country was groan- 
ing. A system of barefaced corruption and intamoua 
favouritism prevailed throughout the court. Ferdinand 
and his queen mingled with thoughtless licentiousness Uie 
most perfect unconcern for the people ; and provided the 
revenue of the kingdoms which was to administer to their 
gratification was raised, they heeded little what means 
were employed in its collection. A few of the enlightened 
of the Neapolitans — those who had cultivated literature, 
the arts and sciences — gave a tone to the aspirations of 
the gross republican party, and looked to France, not aa 
their enslaver, but with nopes of being set free by their 
instrumentality from the government under whose galling 
yoke they were now sufiering. It is too much the cuatom 
of people to suppose that any other weight is less tolerable 
than that they are apparently sinking under ; and henoe 
the fact that a change is not always for the better. The 
French Jacobin party was perhaps at once th^most tyran- 
nical and intolerable. Their barbarity was only equalled by 
their duplicity, and into the hands of this party the 
liberals of Naples, as well as some of the enlightened, were 
desirous of falling. Nelson, who abhorred all manner of 
.treachery, was enabled to discern the imbecility of the 
court, and to what their weakness was leading. 

The defeat of Bonaparte's fleet had shut nim up with 
his army in an arid desert, and the various European 
powers, enboldened by the successes of the British arms, 
rallied their forces, ana determined to re-assert their inde- 
pendence. Bussia, Austria, and now Naples mustered 
their troops. Naples, after great persuasion, in which 
Lady Hamilton's influence with the queen had much 
weight, consented to join the coalition with a force of 
80,SX) men. Nelson aid not hesitate to impress upon the 
kinff that he had no alternative between bemg kicked out 
of his kingdom or being prepared to die sword in hand. 
At the urgent desire of the court. Nelson consented to re- 
main at Naples instead of going to Alexandria to destroy tho 
transports. The royal funily desired the squadron aa a 
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guaratitee for their personal safety, and as the means of 
escaping from the malice and yengeance of their enemies. 

The first point at wluch Nelson aimed was tlie recovery 
of Malta, to which island his Neapolitan ma.je8ty alleged 
he had a claim. A rigorous blockade was established by 
Captain Ball ; bnt the resources and strength of the island 
were more than he could surmount. The island of Gk)20, 
however, was taken possession of in the name of his 
Sicilian majesty, by the squadron under Nelson's personal 
superintenaence. The Vanguard returned to Naples on 
the 5th of November, in company with the Minotaur. 

General Mack was in command of the Neapolitan 
troops. " All that is now doubtful concerning this man," 
says Southey, " is whether he was a coward or traitor." 
The result proved him to be very much of both. While 
Mack, at the head of 32,000 men marched into the Soman 
states, the British and a Portuguese squadron, under the 
Marquis de Niza, embarked 5,000 troops, and proceeded 
to take possession of Leghorn. The latter ODJect was 
effected without opposition. The grand duke of Tuscany, 
disgusted by the treatment received from the French 
authorities^ came readily into the proposed surrender. 
But the Neapolitan general, Naselli, refused to seize the 
French vessels in the port, disregarding the fact of the 
conquest of Gozo, and alleging mat the king of Naples 
was not at war with France. Awed by the threats and 
arguments of Nelson, Naselli at length a^eed to place an 
embargo on the French vessels. OSiese mcluded several 
privateers, and about seventy sail of vessels of Liguria — 
under which name Genoa had now become a republic. 
Hie latter being laden with com for Genoa and France, 
would have been of great assistance to the troops, and 
would have enabled more to enter Italy. Nelson had the 
whole weight on his shoulders. The Neapolitans — ^more 
than half-traitors— were his unwilliiig supporters ; but he 
did not give up the point until the crews of the privateers 
were sent away and the com landed from the Genoese 
jshipping. Having completed this affair so far satis- 
factorily, he wrote to Mr. Wyndham : " I am content, 
the enemy wiU be distressed, and I shall get no money. 
The world, I know, think money b our god 5 and tiow 
ikey wiU be deceived as far as relates to us." 
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On the 30th of November, Nelson quitted Leghorn for 
Naples. Complimentary addresses of every descriptioii 
were showerea down upon him on his arrival — and an 
Irish Franciscan, among other things, prophesied that 
Lord Nelson would take Eome with his ships. When 
told of the impossibility of his prophecy, he notwith- 
standing boldly adhered to his amrmation. But a cessa- 
tion of this tide of eulogy was now about to take place. 
The king of Naples was with the army at Home, but the 
French occupied the castle of St. Angelo, and 13,000 
French troops were posted at Castellan a. Mack marched 
against them with 20,000 fine young men. Upon his 
success hunjz the fate of Naples. Nelson anticipated the 
result. " Tae Neapolitan officers," in a letter aated the 
11th December, to Earl Spencer, said Nelson, " have not 
lost much honour, for they had but little to lose ; but they 
lost all they had." General St. Philip, commanding the 
riffht wing, consisting of nearly 9,000, fell in with 3,000 
of the enemy near l^rmi, and, after a little distant firing, 
deserted to them. One of his Serjeants, possessed of 
some sense of honour, levelled a musKet at the renegade, 
and shot him through the arm. He joined t)ie French, 
however, and pursued with them the troops he had lately 
betrayed. The rout was complete — cannon, tents, bag- 
gage, and miUtary stores were taken. 

Ferdinand returned to Naples, and every day brought 
tidings of some other reverse. The feeling in the city 
was such, that neither Sir William Hamilton nor Lord 
Nelson could appear at court: their every movement 
was watched, andf a plan was formed by the revolutionary 
party tp seize and detain them as hostages, to prevent the 
town from being fired upon after the french siiould have 
taken possession. ** There is an old saying," wrote Nelson 
to Earl Spencer, "when things are at the worst they 
must mend ; now the mind of man cannot fancy thin(|[8 
worse than they are here : but thank God, my health is 
better, my mind never firmer, and my heart in the right 
trim to comfort, relieve, and protect tnose whom ib is my 
duty to afibrd assistance to." 

Everything had, meanwhile, been arranged, chiefly by 
Lady Hamilton, for the removal of the royal family trom 
a place where their lives were no longer safe. The danger 
of^the operation was considerable ; the mob and the Iius- 
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zaroni were attached to the king, and relying on their 
numbers and strength, insisted upon his remaining with 
them. In this dilemma, a subterranean passage leading 
from the palace to the sea-shore was explored by Lady 
Hanuiton, through which by degreeB. a ^at portion St 
royal treasures, paintings, sculptures, and property 
amounting in all to two millions and a half, were conyeyed 
away and shipped off. On the night of the 21st of De- 
cember, at half-past eight, Nelson landed and escorted 
the whole royal lamily in three barges. A heavy sea was 
rolling into the bay, but the whole got off in safety to 
the Vanguard. Notice was then given to the British 
merchant that they would be received on board any ship 
of the squadron, tneir goods having been previously em- 
barked on board transports. Two days were passed in 
the bay, waiting for those who chose to avail themselves 
of the opportunity, and on the 23rd the fleet got imder 
way for Sicily, leaving orders with the Marquis de Niza 
to destroy the Neapolitan ships of war. A gale came on 
next day ; one of tne princesses died in Lady Hamilton's 
arms, and during all the passage, that lady attended upon 
her royal friends with the most zealous care. On the 26th 
the Yanguard reached Palermo. 

The flight of the royal family to Palermo had not been 
premature, [for j Prince Pignatelli, who had been left as 
vicar-general and viceroy, with orders to defend the king- 
dom U> the last extremity, immediately sent plenipoten- 
tiaries to the French camp before Capua, and it was 
ultimately agreed, on the 10th of January, 1799, to sign 
an armistice, by which the greater part of the kingdom 
was yielded up to the enemy. The French advanced to- 
waras Naples, when the traitor Mack, under the pretence 
of being sheltered from the revenge of the lazzaroni, 
deserted to General Championet, by whom he was for- 
warded, imder an escort, to Milan; but hoping for his 
further services, he was considered a prisoner of war. 
The lazzaroni alone remained true — the Neapolitan 
officers* troops and all, having dispersed and disbanded. 
Every post was defended with desperate courage by the 
lazzaroni. Undaunted by the strength of their enemy, 
they resisted to the last extremity ; and it is supposed 
they would have rendered Naples untenable, had one mail 
of genius and true courage been present to direct their 
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enerffies. In order finally to overcome the resistance of 
tiliis body, the French haa recourse to the priests ; and a 
miracle— one of those bleeding impostures— of St. Janna- 
rins, produced a partial calm. The French obtained 
possession of Naples, and the next day '' Te Deum " was 
sung by the archoishop in the cathedral. 

Tne Austrian cabinet appeared to regard the conquest 
of 19'aples very lightly, ana used no enbrt to avert the 
fhrther extension of the French rule. The king of 
Sardinia, driven by the exactions of the French to ex- 
tremities, at length nut himself under British protection. 
Tuscany was soon aaded to French dominion, and Nelson 
entertamed ap^nrehensions for Sicily. His representations 
upon this latter subject were not disregarded. Sir Charles 
Stuart, and 1,000 men, hastened thither from Minorca. 
Had this assistance not arrived, however, Nelson would 
have defended Messina with his naval force alone. Upon 
the whole. Nelson was placed in a position perhaps the 
most difficult and perplexing that can be imagined. He 
scarcely knew who were his friends, nor where to look for 
aid. 

At this juncture he was joined by one in whom he could 
place implicit confidence— it was his friend Troubridge, 
who, havmg been relieved in his blockade of Alexandria 
by Sir Sidney Smith, was once more placed under the 
orders of Nelson. Few officers in the navy possessed 
more sterling energy and honesty than Troxwndge, and 
in firmness none excelled him. He was the one of all 
others suited for the peculiar state of affairs in the Medi- 
terranean, and Nelson despatched him to harass the 
French at Naples. In the meanwhile, Nelson, though 
much against nis inclination, remained at Palermo, tne 
protector of the king. 

Lord Nelson's orders to Captain Troubridge were 
dated 28th of March ; and the ships placed imder his 
command were the Minotaur, Zealous, Swiftsure, Sea- 
horse, Perseus, and £1 Corso. He was instructed to 
embark the governor of Procida and 200 troops, and pro- 
ceed to the Bay of Naples. He was directed to take 
possession of the island of Procida, as a refuge for the 
squadron, to reduce Ischia and Capri to subjection to the 
loiigof Naples, and to afford protection and assistance to 
^^i^ooEB i§le$, which con^udd in their alle^ianoe to his 
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Sicilian xnajeBty. These instraotions were ablj carried 
ont, for on the 3rd of April Troubridge wrote, — " All the 
Ponza islands have the Neapolitan flag flying. Your lord- 
ship never beheld such loyalty ; the people are perfectly 
mad with io^, and asking^for their beloved monarch. I 
have a villam, by name Trancesco, on board, who com- 
manded the castle of Ischia, former^r a Neapolitan officer, 
and of property in that island. The moment we took 
possession of the castle, the mob tore this vagabond's coat, 
with the tricoloured cape and cap of liberty button to 
pieces ; and he had the impudence to put on his Sicilian 
majesty's regimentals agam; upon which, I tore his 
epaulets off, took his cockade out, and obliged him to 
throw them overboard. The mob entirely destroyed the 
tree of liberty, and tore the tricoloured flag into ten thou- 
sand pieces, so that I have not been able to procure even 
a small remnant, to lay at the king's feet. I, however, 
send two pieces of the tree of liberty for his majesWs 
firer On the 13th of April Troubridge wrote :— " T^e 
whole of the islands are now in our possession. The 
governor, with 100 soldiers, is gone to settle the govern- 
ment of Capri, Vendutina, and Ponza. I inclose your 
lordship one of Caraccioli's letters, as head of the marine. 
This was intercepted at Oapri." 

While matters were thus progressing in the Bay Of 
Naples, Sir Sidney Smith was actively engaged at the 
blockade of Alexandria. A misunderstanding occurred 
between Nelson and Sir Sidney. Sir Sidney Smith, hav- 
ing strangely construed his aj^pointment as commodore 
into that of *' commander-in-chief of the squadron in the 
Levant," the question was referred to Earl Spencer, to 
which his lordsnip replied, — " He [Sir Sidney Smith] was 
sent to serve in the Mediterranean fleet, and, of course, 
under your command, as well as that of every other 
officer senior to him, under Lord St. Vincent." 

On the 25th of April Troubridge writes, — " Oh, how 
I long to have a dash at the thieves ! A person just from 
Naples tells me the Jacobins are pressing nard the French 
to remain. They begin to shake in their shoes. Those of 
the lower orders now speak freely. The rascally nobles, 
tired of standing as common sentinels, say, if they had 
known as much as they do now, they would have acted 
differently. The horrid treatmeiit o£ tuft"ET«w3si^\iaa^^B»^fc 
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all classes mad." May 1st, he wrote, — " Caraccioli, I am 
now satisfied, is a Jacobin. I inclose you one of his 
letters. He came in the gun-boats to Castelkmare him- 
self, and spirited up the Jacobins." May 7th, — " Arbitello 
is sold, and I fear Longono will be the same." A desul- 
tory description of operations seems to have pervaded 
this portion of the blockade. On the 12th he wrote,— 
" Cockbum has just joined, and brings such famous news, 
that I am half-mad with joy. The scoundrels will, and 
must, be annihilated." 

It is rather important to remark in this olace that Cap- 
tain Troubridge, independent of the autnority derived 
from Lord Nelson, was armed with instructions tantamount 
to a commission from the king of Sicily, by virtue of which 
he could place a Sicilian officer imder arrest ; and in the 
event of the officer's being tried by a court-martial of his 
own officers, and sentenced to death, he (Captain Trou- 
bridge) was authorized to carry the sentence mto effect.* 
In point of fact, the Sicilian authority of the commodore 
waB very nearly, if not quite, equivalent to the British 
commission given by admiralty, and greater in some 
respects. On the 23rd of May the singular present of 
the coffin,t made from the shattered fragments of the 
mainmast of the Orient, was sent on board the Vanguard. 
The sailors construed it into a sign that a great battle was to 
ensue, and that Nelson had provided himself with a coffin 
ready for the occasion. Nelson had it set upright in his cabin, 
just behind the chair he usually occupied ; but the terror 
of his servant, poor Tom Allen, was so great that ho shud- 
dered whenever he went near it, and he at last induced his 
master to have it sent below. Observing some of his cap- 
tains eyeing it, he said, " You may lode if you like, but 
none of you shall have it." It was subsequently sent to 
his lordship's upholsterer, in London, where it remained 
until after Nelson's death. 

An event in our hero's life is now to be recorded, which 
demands our serious attention. It has been held by many 
to be the one dark spot, which is seldom found absent even 

* Troubridgo'8 modo of administering justice was novel. " I 
have just flossed a rascal for loading his oread with sand — the loaf 
hung round his neck all the time ; and he was taken on shore after- 
TTBras to be shown to the people." 
/ Seep, 105, ante. 
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in the brightest ornaments of the human race. It is one of 
more than ordinarj^ importance ; and we trust to show that 
Nelson in this as m all other actions of his public career 
was correct. With reference to this period, a female 
writer, Miss Helen Maria Williams, undertook to furnish 
" sketches,"* in which she treated upon the Neapolitan re- 
Tolution and counter revolution; possessing very " liberal** 
ideas upon certain points, and a great love for patriots 
generally, she fell readily into the snare spread b^ Neapo- 
utan traitors, and from that tainted source derived the 
materials for her letters. In these sketches Lord Nelson 
figures in the most diabolical character. This lady's 
veracious statements, coupled with Captain Footers vindi- 
cation of his own proceedings in the Bay of Naples — a 
vindication, it should be observed, perfectly gratuitous, 
inasmuch as he had not been attacked, — rarnished the 

Sound-work upon which Southey, James, Brougham, 
acintosh, and an innumerable host of writers, built their 
superstructure of Nelson's dishonour. It is well to note 
the spring, or root of a report, and as it cannot be denied 
that Miss Helen Maria Williams's statements hdve been 
adopted without reserve or question, we may fairly look 
a little into the lady's history. Boswell, in his Life of John- 
son, says of her, " In the first edition of my work the 
epithet amiable was given. I was sorry to be obliged to 
strike it out ; but I could not in justice suffer it to remain 
after this young lady had not only written in favour of 
the savage anarchy with which France has been visited, 
but had (as I have been informed by good authority) walked 
without horror over the ground at the Tuileries, when it 
was strewed with the naked bodies of the faithful Swiss 

fuards, who were barbarously massacred, for having bravely 
efended the monarch whom they had taken an oath to de- 
fend. From Dr. Johnson she could now expect not endear- 
ment but repulsion." t Beloe names her in similar terms :— 
" The moment the torch of anarchy was displayed from 
the turr€iJ» of the Tuileries, Miss Helen Maria Williams 
caught the fiame, and forsook the land of her forefathers. 
She became in every particular a Frenchwoman. Nothing 

* Sketches of Mannere and Opinions of the French Republic, 
written in Paris and pubhshed in England, in 1801. 
t Eighth edition, vol. iv. p. 309. 
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was in her ejes fkir, or wise, or ffreat, or ^ood, but 
what was French ; and as for England, its inhabitants and 
its manners, nothing could be more paltrj, nothing more 
contemptible. She wrote about France, its politics, its 
new-fangled manners, Sobespierre, and Danton, and 
Marat, and all that Biygian crew, with unrestrained rolu- 
bility; and with a presumptuousness and impertinence, 
and such a determination to palliate and excuse the horrid 
atrocities she had witnessed, as to excite a mixture of con- 
tempt and resentment."* In 1803 this indefatigable but 
unscrupulous writer published the " Political and Confi- 
dential Correspondence of Louis XVI., with Observations." 
The publication is stif^matized in the Edinhv/rah Review 
as being most questionable : — ** The public,' says the 
reviewer, " can never yield an entire credit to those 
Tolumes until it shall receive information in what manner 
the originals, if any such really exist, have been preserved 
and coflected." After going carefully tlurough the work, 
the .reviewer concludes his criticism in the following 
terms : — " Will it be credited that a woman — once a 
woman of England — could be roused to no stronger lan- 

Cge, bv sucn a catastrophe of such a man, than * to 
ent tnat his country was not spared the offence of his 
death P' We did once intend to nave irritated and dis- 
gusted our readers with some specimens of her remarks 
on the letters. But we respect their feelings. At the 
present moment we willingly spare such a violation to 
our own."t This female's moral sense was so perverted, 
that though she had no pity for a bleeding monarch, she 
ooulil mourn heart-broken at a traitor's well-deserved fate, 
because she thought him a patriot ! But, independently of 
this person's character and opinions, which are of them- 
selves sufficient to render anything emanating from her 
pen imworthy of credence by right-thinking mdividuals, 
the words contained in her letter are of themselves suffi- 
cient to put any careful historian and biographer on their 
gvard before adopting her statements as tacts* " The 
Sketch I shall send 70U," she says, " is a plain and un- 
adorned narrative or the leading events, wnich brought 
about the revolution and counter revolution of Naples ; 

* SeiAgenarian, vol. i. p. 357. 

f JSdinbui^h Review, vol. tti, pp. 211, 281. 
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and though the person to whom I am chiefly indebted for 
this information held a distinguished post in the republic, 
and may consequently be supposed to be under some 
undue influence as an historian, yet the facts which he has 
related are so confirmed by other testimony, that far 
firom haying reason for withholding my assent, I shall 
probably be accused, in many instances, of softening 
rather than hei^tening the colours of this dreadM cata- 
strophe," &c. Haying said thus much of Miss Williams, 
we shall not take up the time of our readers by attempting 
to refute or expose the fallacies and gross inconsistencies 
of her narrative — ^neither should we haye devoted so much 
space to so imworthy an authority, had not the many 
respectable writers who have preceded us lent a too ready 
ear to her base slanders and poiB<med falsehoods. 

The various accounts of the transactions in the Bay of 
Naples* were some few years ago carefully investigated by an 
" old sea officer," whom the author of this memoir is proud 
to recollect as his friend ; and as his narrative is one which 
places the transaction persj^icuousl;;^ before the reader, we 
, are happy to be able to mclude it in this work. The 
slight recapitulation of the events immediately preceding 
the Caraccioli aflair wiU be serviceable to bring the whole 
more clearly before the reader. 

" ^ter the glorious victory of the Nile, having de- 
spatched Sir James Saumarez with the prizes, and sta- 
tioned Captain Samuel Hood with a small squadron to 
cruise ofl^ Alexandria, Lord Nelson left the coast of Egypt 
on the 18th of August, 1798, with the Vanguard, Cullo- 
den, Alexander, and Bonne Citoyenne, and arrived in the 
Bay of Naples on the 22nd of September. On the 15th of 
October he sailed again, to arrange the blockade of Malta, 
promising that he would return to Naples, as requested 
by the king, in the first week in November. While off 
Malta, he received a letter from the British ambassador, 
Sir William Hamilton, assuring him that it was evidently 
^e intention of the French republic to ruin and plunder 
Itsly, On the 30tJi of October he sailed for Na^s, and 
on his arrival received instructions from Earl St. Vincent, 
in which fall power was given to him to act according to 

* Vindioation of Admiral Lord Nelson's Prooeedinffs in the Bay 
Qf Naples. By JeafiGreson Ifiles, Esq., ConasaJX^x B»^. \SA&. 
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his own discretion : — * What relates, my dear admiral/ 
writes the earl, ' to co-operation with the armies of the 
allied powers, cannot be m better hands than yours. You 
are as great in the cabinet as on the ocean, and your 
whole conduct fills me with admiration and cQnfidence. 
The thoroujgh knowledge jou possess of local circum- 
stances, ana of the disposition of the contracting parties, 
qualifies you most eminently for the uncontrolled direction 
of the naval part ; and you have some very able men 
under your command, in whom you well Know every 
degree of confidence is to be placed when you have occa- 
sion to make detachments.' 

" In November his lordship conducted the expedition 
i^ainst Leghorn, and returned on the 6th of November to 
Naples. On the same ^y after he wrote thus to Earl St. 
Vincent : — * The state ot this country is briefly as follows. 
The Neapolitan army is at Bome ; Civita Vecchia is taken, 
but in the castle of St. Angelo are 500 French troops. 
The French have also 13,000 troops at a strong post in the 
Soman state, called Castellana. General Mack is gone 
against them with 20,000 ; the event, in my opinion, is 
doubtful, and on it hangs the immediate fate or Naples. 
If Mack is defeated, in tourteen days this country is lost ; 
for the emperor [of Austria] has not yet moved his army; 
and if the emperor will not march, Naples has not the 
power of resisting the French.' 

" When the king's army approached the enemy, the 
flight of the Neapolitans became general ; their cannon, 
tents, baggage, and even military chests, were all left 
behind them. The king returned to Naples, and prepara- 
tions were instantly made for the retreat of the royal 
family to Sicily, under the guidance and protection of 
Lord Nelson. On the 18th of December Greneral Mack 
wrote that he had no prospect of stopping the progress of 
the French, and entreated their majesties to retire from 
Naples as expeditiously as possible. On the 2l8t Lord 
Neuon landeo, and conducted the royal family on board 
the Vanguard ; and after giving the necessary directions 
to the Portuguese rear-admiral, the Marquis de Niza, re- 
specting the destruction, if unavoidable, of the Neapolitan 
men-of-war, his lordship, with about twenty vessels, sailed 
for Palermo, where they arrived on the 26tn. The French, 
having previously oormpted the higher ranks in Naples. 
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entered the city on the 23rd of January, 1799 ; and on 
the 27th General Championet pnblicly announced that 
the Neapolitan monarchy was destroyed, and a republic 
established in its stead, styled the Itabthenofean. In 
this republic, established by the French bayonets, Domi- 
nico Cerillo, late physician to the king; !&lavio Pizelli, 
formerly president of the royal chambers ; the Princes 
Molitemo, Delia Torella, and E^cca Komana, accepted, 
and acted in the places alloted to them. 

" Amongst the Neapolitans who went with their sove- 
reign into Sicily were the Cardinal Ruffo, afterwards vicar- 
general of the Keapolitan royalists, and Commodore Fran- 
cisco Caraccioli. This latter had risen to the command of 
the Neapolitan squadron ; but after the invasion of Naples 
by the French, a law having been published by which all 
persons who were out of the country were recalled to 
Naples under pain of the confiscation of their property, 
the great estates of Caraccioli induced him to request 
his sovereign's permission to return thither, which was 
granted. 

" On taking leave, the king is said (by an English naval 
officer then at Palermo) to have given him the following 
memorable and kind admonition : * Beware of interme£' 
dling with French politics. Avoid the snares of repuhli-' 
cans, I know at this moment that I shall recover the 
kingdom of Naples* At about the same time the cardinal 
had landed at Calabria, with his secretary, a priest named 
Spaciano, and joined some Calabrese, who were styled the 
Cnristian army, and who had defeated some detachments 
which had been sent against them. 

" On the 20th March the Swiftsure joined the Vanguard 
at Palermo, and soon afterwards the Culloden, Zealous, 
Minotaur, and Seahorse arrived. Lord Nelson then laid 
before the captains the plan he had formed for the block- 
ade of Naples, and taking possession of the islands in the 
bay, which had received the sanction of the king and his 
ministers on the 18th ; and on the 31st, Commodore 
Troubridge proceeded with the squadron to execute the 
admiral's instructions. The islands Procida, Ischia, and 
Capri were taken possession of by the commodore early 
in April. 

"The French troops withdrew from Naples early in 
May, and encamped at Caserta, leaving a force well pro- 
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Tuioned at St. Elmo, and garrisons in the castles XJovo 
and NuoYO, and at Puzzuoli and Baia. 

"On the 12th of May his majesty's sloop Espoir brought 
information to Lord IN elson tnat a French fleet had been 
seen off Oporto ; and on the 13th the Peterel brought 
intelligence that thirty-five sail of the enemy had passed 
the Straits on the 5th, nineteen of which were of the line ; 
and shortly after Earl St. Vincent sent the foUowinfi; 
additional mtelligence from Port Mahon : — * The Spanish 
fleet, consisting of from seventeen to twenty sail of the 
line, passed the Straits on the morning of the 15th ; there 
can be no doubt of their coming this way; I therefore 
cannot justify the diminution of m;^ force, nor can I give 
your lordship any speciflc instructions how to act. On 
the receipt of the iniormation brought by the Peterel, hia 
lordship sent orders to Captain Troubndge to join him 
with all the ships under nis command. On the 20th 
Lord Nelson left Palermo with the Vanguard, Culloden, 
Zealous, Minotaur, Haerlem, St. Sebastian, and a Portu-> 
guese corvette, for the north side of Maritimo, leaving 
Captain Foote, in the Seahorse, to command the smaU 
vessels in the Bay of Naples, with orders to address hia 
letters to his lordship through Sir William Hamilton. 
On the 23rd, in writing to Ean St. Vincent, Lord Nelson 
•ays, — ' If this event nad not happened, we should have 
been in Naples.' On the 31st, m conse(juence of the 
damages which the Spanish fleet had sustained, Earl St. 
Vincent had been enabled to detach Bear- Admiral Duck- 
worth to Lord Nelson, with the Leviathan, Northumber« 
land, Foudroyant, and Majestic. On the arrival of this 
reinforcement, his lordship quitted the Vanguard, and 
hoisted his flag, red at the miaen, on board the Fou« 
droyant. 

** Cardinal Buffo having been appointed by his Sicilian 
majesty vicar-general of the royalist forces, advanced 
upon JVaples, at the head of the Calabrese, on the French 
army retreating to Caaerta. He had received peremptory 
orders from the king not to treat with rebels, and more 
especially with traitors of high rank, whose ingratitude 
demanded exemplary punishment ; but having, with the 
assistance of the Enshsh ships left in the bav, and a Bus- 
sian force, which had landed on the shores of the Adriatic, 
tfJcen possession of Oapna and Caatelknare, he permitted 
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all the traitors found therein to escape. Continuing ta 
approach Naples, he took the forts on the side of Mount 
Vesuvius, ana then endeavoured to get possession of the 
castles TJovo and Nuovo, where most of the principal 
traitors had retired for shelter ; not, however, with any 
intention of complying with his royal master's instruc-f 
tions, but, on the contrary, with a view of taking all thes^ 
traitors, as well as all those who had before surrendered, 
under his protection, in such a way that they should 
escape every kind of punishment altogether, and be en- 
abled to bid defiance alike to their sovereign and to the 
offended laws of their country. In fact, he had expressed 
this intention, in a letter to the governor of Procida, as 
long before as the 29th of April, wherein he says, " We 
must not drive the jprifictpalJacobins at Naples to despair, 
but must rather leave them the means of escape!" 

" In pursuance of this treacherous plan, ne cunningly 
persuaded Captain Foote to sign a * Plan of Capitma- 
tion,* by whicn these traitors were to be permitted US 
retiun unmolested and fomven to their estates, or td 
have the safe convoy of an English man-of-war to Toulon, 
at the very time when, by his own ackno^vled^ent, tha 
castles were no longer tenable, and he was afraid of theii^ 
being stormed by the Calabrese, who had already pene- 
trated them. ' Ever since this morning,' he sends word 
to Captain Foote, on the 19th June, * from the moment 
they began to treat about capitulation, a great many began 
to desert from the two castles, and amongst them forty 
Frenchmen at least, besides a great many Italians ; and 
the number of the frigitives will increase more and more 
under favour of the mght. We have placed some officers 
round the Castle Nuovo to receive these voluntary pri- 
soners, and to assure them they shall be forgiven, and it 
seems to succeed very well ; and should those who have 
not yet fled And the same safe reception and asylum on 
the water, I do believe that the French, in case of theii^ 
being disposed to recommence hostilities, would find the 
two castles empty. We are rather afraid that the treaty* 
may be interrupted by the castle being stormed by thei 
people, as the castle is all open, and the Calabrese havel 
already penetrated it ! * 

" Captain Foote proceeds to say, in his * Vindication,*— 
* On the 19th, I received a project of a capitulation. 
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slread]r ngned by tlie cardinal and the chief of the Eua- 
naa, with a request that I would put rnj name to it. In 
answer, I informed the cardinal that I had done so be- 
iMMise I considered him as the confidential agent of his 
Sicilian Majeslr, and that some advantage would result 
from the capitulation, otherwise he would not have signed 
^ but I could not say that I approved of such a manner 
of treating, and that I could not be answerable for its 
eonsequences. At length, on the 22nd, I received a letter 
from the Chevalier de Micheroux, with the capitulation 
in form ahready signed by the cardinal and the chief of 
iiie Bussias ; 1 replied to the Chevalier de Micheroux, 
that I. had sij;nea where he had pointed out, but that I 
protested against everythvna that could be in the least 
oowtroAry to the honour ana rights of my sovereign and 
the British nation, I signed tnis capitulation, lest, on a 
rererse of fortune, or the arrival of tne enemy's fleet, it 
imght have been asserted that my reAisal was the cause 
of such misfortunes as might occur, and because I consi- 
dered that the cardinal was acquainted with the will and 
intention of his soverei£;n ; and the Count Thum had told 
me that the Chevalier Se Micheroux was authorized to act 
in a diplomatic character. I never was consulted by the 
cardinal relative to the terms of the capitulation, and I 
had neither instructions nor any document to assist or 
guide me.' 

** "ELeTe, then, we have the signature of a British officer to 
a ' plan of capitulation,' accompanied with a protest 
whicn r^iderea such signature at once null ana void, 
every article of the plan being * contrary to the honour 
and rights of his sovereign and the British nation,' as 
they were insulting to the king of Naples, who was to 
have been bound b^ them, not only to have pardoned all 
the rebels and traitors in his dominions, out to have 
restored them to their estates, and thus have surrounded 
his throne with the bitterest of his and his country's 
enemies ; or to have sent them to an enemv's port, free to 
have again returned with the invaders of their country on 
the first favourable opportunity. Bead the articles of this 
' Plan of capitulation of the forts of Uovo and Nuovo,' 
and say whether any British admiral, confided in as Lord. 
Nelson was by the sovereign whom he was sent to protect, 
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could possibly hare made liimself a party to such an in- 
famoos transaction. 

" Article I. — ^The Forts of Nuovo and Uovo shall be 
delivered into the bands of the commanders of the troops 
of the king of the Two Sicilies, and those of Jus allies, 
the king of England, the emperor of all the Bussias, 
and the Ottoman Porte, with all warlike stores, pro- 
visions, artillery, and elTects of every kind now in the 
magazines, of which an inventory shall be made by com- 
missioners on both sides aflber the present capitulation is 
signed. 

" Article n. — ^The troops composing the garrisons shall 
keep possession of iheir forts until the vessels, which shall 
be spoken of hereafiber, destined to carry such as are 
desirous oi going to Toulon, are ready to sail. The 
evacuation shall not take place until the moment of 
embarkation. 

** Article m. — The garrison shall march out with the 
honours of war — arms and baggage, drums beating, 
colours fljring, and lighted match wiw each two pieces of 
artillery. They shijf lay down their arms on the beach. 

"Article ly. — Persons and property, both moveable and 
immovable, of every individual of tiie two garrisons, shall 
be respected and guaranteed. 

" Article Y. — Ml the said individuals shall have their 
choice of embarking on board of cartels, whidi shall be 
furnished them to go to Toulon, or of remaining at 
I^aples, without bemg molested in their persons or 
families. 

" Article YI. — The conditions contained in Ihe present 
capitulation, are common to every person of both sexes 
ipw in the forts. 

" Article YII. — ^The same conditions shall take place 
witii respect to the prisoners which the troops ot his 
majesty the king of me Two Sicilies, and those of his 
allies, may have made of the republican troops in the 
different engagements which took place before the block- 
ade of ihe ports. 

" Article VlII. — ^Messieurs the Archbishop of Salerno, 
of Micherouz, of Dillon, and the Bishop of Avelino, 
detained in the forts, shall be put into the hands of the 
commandant of the Fort St. Blmo, wh^re they shall remain 

k2 
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as hostages until the arriyal of the individuals sent to 
Tonlon be ascertained. 

" Article IX. — ^All the other hostages, or state prisoners 
confined in the two forts, shall be set at liberty immedi* 
ately after the present capitulation is signed. 

" Article X. — ^All the articles of the said capitulation 
must be fully approved of by the commandant oi Fort St. 
Elmo, before they can be executed.** 

(Signed) " F. Cabd. Euppo, V. O. 

;• "Keeandy Neut Pbescajb. 

" BoNiEU Kubbufputebbe. 
"Edwabd James Foote." 

'* Here was a burlesque npon everything decent in war- 
fare ! The traitors were to give np those castles, which the 
cardinal knew they could keep no longer, and the loyal 
Calabrese were to be prevented penetrating them any 
further. The garrisons were to march out with tlie 
** honours of war ! colours flying ! " &c. Traitors, and the 
property thej had stolen, were to be " respected," and they 
were to go with it wherever they pleased unmolested and 
forgiven, and foreign hostages were to be removed from 
those castles to that of St. Elmo, whose commandant was 
to approve of all the articles before they could be executed. 
Thus Citizen Meian would have rendered "this most 
sacred treaty " of no effect the instant he descried the 
French fleet from his eyrie, although Captain Edward 
James Foote had put his British name to it, subject to 
the sans culotte citizen's approval. But Nelson's arrival 
saved the honour of the British flag, and prevented this 
glarinf2[ infHn^ement upon the rights of the kinj^ of Naples. 

" His Sicilian majesty having intrusted to Lord Nelson 
the management of the whole affairs of the kingdom of 
Naples, and requested his immediate presence in the bay, 
his lordship sailed from Palermo, June 21st, with the 
nrince royal, on board the Foudroyant, and anchored off 
Naples with seventeen sail of the line and 1,700 troops* 
on the 24th, about thirty-six hours after Captain Foote 
had, under the above-mentioned protest, acceded to the 
new * plan of capitulation ' with these truce-breakers. 
Flags of truce were flyinff on the castles of Uovo and 
NuoTO, and on board the Seahorse, as there had not been 
sufficient time to execute tiie conditions. His lordship, 
feeling that Captain Foote had, b^ the treacherous misi 
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repreBentaiioiiB of the cardinal, been led to sign a treatj 
of capitulation which militated against the intentions of 
the kingi of Naples, immediately uirew out the annulling 
signal, and, ac&ng under tke authority of the king, de- 
clared the treaty to be invalid.* On the following day» 
June 25th, Captains Troubridge and Ball went to tne 
cardinal to state Lord Nelson's determination not to treat 
with traitors, as is shown by his lordship's letter of 
that date to Admiral Duckworth, in which he says :— 
' My dear Admiral, — ^As you 1H11 believe, the cardinal 
ana myself have begun our career by a complete difference 
of opinion : he wilfsend the rebels to Toulon — ^I say they 
shall not go. ^ He thinks one house in Naples more to be 
prized thm his sovereign's honour. Troubridge and Ball 
are gone to the cardinu, for him to read m^ declaration to 
the French and rebels, whom he persists in calling 
patriots — what a prostitution of the word I I shall sena 
jB^oote to get the gun-boats from Procida. I wish the 
fleet to be not more than two-thirds of a cable from each 
other, the Foudroyant to be the van ship. If the French 

* " That Lord Nelson should have felt it his duty to suspend the 
capitulation must be deeply regretted, on account of the conse- 
quences which ensued after the rebels were handed over to the 
Neapolitan authorities ; but it is surely not too much to infer that 
^to use Lord Spencer's words to him oh the subject), his motives and 
zTUeniions were pure and good. It was not onl^ Ins opinion at the 
time that he acted corroctly, but he retained it to the end of his 
life ; and if (notwithstanding the authorities and instances above 
referred to) it be now thougfht he was mistaken, and that he had no 
right to sumend the capitulation, either on the ground that he 
arrived before its conditions were executed, or. because Cardinal 
Bufifo had disobeyed the king's orders, yet assuredly the error might 
have been committed without the slightest departure from tl^se 
principles of duty, patriotism, humanity, and honour, which dis- 
tinguished his whole previous career. It is no doubt desirable that 
on that as on many other occasions, feelings of humanity should 
have prevailed over those of justice, or of wlmt now wears too much 
the appearance of vengeance ; but the conduct of men can only be 
fiurly mdged by the circumstances in which they were placed, and 
thougn the necessity for severe and prompt measures may be denied 
after events have long passed away, and when, from political feel- 
ings, strong sympathy prevails for the sufferers, yet it would be 
uncandid to insist that the transaction ought to have borne the 
same aspect to the chief actors in them — ^vmo were answerable for 
whatever might have attended their measures — as they now bear to 
our unprejudiced and irresponsible judgment." — ^Nicolas. 
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fthonld favonr us with a Tint, I can easily take mj 
station in the centre.' 

" It appears, both in Harrison's ' Life of Lord Nelson,' 
and Captain Foote's ' Yindfbation/ that Captain IVoa- 
bridge asked the cardinal, '* Will your eminence assist vm 
in attacking the castles P" and tliat the cardinal replied, 
' I will not assist yon with either men or guns.' 

*' It is clear, then, that the garrisons were in the castles 
on the 26th, and that they subsequently surrendered 
' without any capitulation, and marched out as prisoners,' 
and whether theydid so on the 26th, or as Clarke, and 
McArthur, and Harrison say, on the 27th, it is equally 
clear that no advantage was taken by Lord Nelson of lus 
one-sided capitulation, which, be it remembered, had nerer 
been signed by any one in either of the castles. There 
can be no doubt, in fact, that had they not surrendered 
themselves prisoners, the Calabrese would have broken in 
and taken signal vengeance upon them, as the cardinal had 
intimated to Captain Foote would most prooably happen, 
horn their defenceless state. Yet had they been as power- 
ful as they were defenceless, Lord Nelson could not have 
acted otherwise than he did, without compromising the 
honour of his country, and of that sovereign, whose 
authority and orders he had received directions Arom his 
government to consider the principal object of his ser- 
vices. 

'- But treason had been defeated and democracy re- 
strained ; ffdsehoods were consequently published in 
Paris, and disseminated ' in England, to which Lord 
Nelson paid little or no attention. There was one in- 
stance, however, which called forth from him the ex- 
pression of those indignant feelings which it so justly 
merited. Early in 1800, Mr. Fox thus in the House of 
Commons, alluded to tohat he had heard respecting these 
proceedings, — " It is said that a party of tne republican 
mhabitants at Naples took shelter in the fortress of Cas- 
telle del Uovo. They were besieged by a detachment 
from the royal army, to whom they refused to surrender ; 
but demanded that a British oticer should be brought 
forward, and to him they capitulated. They made terms 
with him under the sanction of the British name. It was 
agreed that their persons and property shoold be saf^, 
and that they should be conreyM to Toakm. They were 



MT, 40.] LIFB 07 LOBD HSL80K. 186 

accordingly put on board a vessel, but before thej sailed* 
their property was confiscated, numbers of tbem were 
taken out, tlirown into dungeons, and some of them, I 
understand, notwithstanding the British guarantee, abso- 
lutely executed.' 

" These insinuations, though founded on falsehood, com* 
ing from suph a quarter, so hurt and astonished Lord 
Nelson, tharhe replied to them by sending the following 
letter to his friend, Mr. Davison. 

, ' Malta, May 9th, 1800. 

'My Bear Sir, — ^Mr. Fox haying in the House of 
Commons made an accusation against somebody, for what 
he calls a breach of treaty witn rebels, whicn had been 
entered into with a British officer, and having used 
language imbecoming either the wisdom of a senator, or 
the politeness of a gentleman, or an Englishman, who 
ought ever to suppose that his majesty's officers would 
always act with honour and spirit in all their transactions,* 
and as the whole affairs of the kingdom of Naples were, 
at the time alluded to, absolutely placed in my hands, it 
is I who am called upon to explain my conduct ; I there- 
fore send you my observations on the infamous armistioe 
entered into by me cardinal ; and on his refusal to send it 
a joint declaration to the French and rebels, 1 sent in m^ 
note, on which the rebels came out of the castles cts ti^ 
ought ; and, as I hope all those who are false to their king 
and country will, to be hanged or otherwise disposed of as 
their sovereign thought proper. The terms granted ht 
Captain Foote, of the Seahorse, at Castellkmare, were afi 
strictly complied with; the rebeld having surrendered 
before my arrival. There has been nothing promised by 
a British officer which his Sicilian majesty nas not com- 
plied with, even when in disobedience to his orders to 
the cardinal. Show these papers to Mr. Bose, or some 
others ; and, if thought right, you will put them in the 
public papers.' 

** This, with his lordship's observations, were immediately 
carried to a cabinet minister, and whoever gave the pre- 
cious information to Mr. Fox, was content to ruminate 

* The word of a British admiral, when firiven in explanation of 
'any part of his conduct, is as sacred as that of any soyeroga ih 
Jkurope.~Nelflcm to Bussia inlSOl. 
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Upon it until after the mortal remains of the hero were 
deposited under the dome of St. Paul's. 

** Having thus laid before you a plain statement of facts 
respecting this preposterous, and, as far as Cardinal BufTo 
was concerned, every way traitorous project of a capita- 
lation, let us now proceed to those which will place in 
their true light the treason, conviction, and execution of 
that arch-traitor the Prince Caraccioli. I have already 
mentioned the ostensible cause of his leaving Sicily, and 
going over to Naples early in 1790. At this time, the in« 
•vaders and their JParthenopean puppets had a Neapolitan 
royalist frigate and his Sicilian majesty's ship Galatea in 
their possession, besides four galleys, six gun-boats, and 
^wo armed brigs, at Caatellimare. As early as the 10th 
and 13th of April, Captain Troubridge writes thus to 
Lord Nelson :-^' Captam Foote has joined me from 
Salerno, which is in the hands of the Jacobins, but no 
IFrench are there. I inclose you one of Caraccioli's letters, 
fLB head of the republican marine : it was intercepted at 
Capri. Caraccioli sent for Salvator Gruidice, the head man 
pf the fishermen at St. Lucia, and told him he must 
procure seamen for the gun-boats:' and. May 1st, he 
writes, * Caraccioli, I am latisfied, is a Jacobin. I inclose 
you one of his letters. He came in the gun-boats to 
Castel^mare himself, and spirited up the Jacobins.' 

'* In this month, as has been before shown. Lord Nelson 
was obliged to withdraw his line of battle ships from the 
bay ; and on the 21st, Sir William Hamilton wrote thus 
to his lordship : — ' I see that Caraccioli has profited 
directly by the absence of your line of battle ships, and 
attacked your smaller ones at Procida.' An account of 
this proceeding, the 17th of May, had also been conveyed 
to Lord Nelson by the Zealous, from Captain James 
Oswald, who commanded the Perseus bomb-vessel: — ' Mj 
lord, I beg leave to acquaint you that at four o'clock this 
morning, uie gun and mortar boats of the enemy made an 
attempt on the ships at anchor ofi* Procida, consisting of 
his Sicilian Majesty's frigate La Minerve, his Britannic 
Majesty's bomb- vessel Perseus, and five ^n-boats, with 
two mortar vessels. The enemy's force m all consisted 
of twentv-three, of which four were tartans, each mount- 
ing two neavy guns, and two mortar vessels ; the remain- 
ing seventeen were gan*boats and large launches, with 
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each a gun mounted. Haying continued the attack for 
two hours, they retreated to Baia ; where they were joined 
by five more hurge tartans, and still remain at anchor there, 
ready to take {^vantage of another calm. As the gun- 
boats directed most of their fire at La Minerve, she was 
the only sufferer from the engagement, having received a 
shot through her main-mast, and another wounding the 
mizen-mast; her loss is, I believe, two killed, and four 
badly wounded.' In continuation, on the 21st of Maj^ 
** YestercUy Caraccioli haransued the sailors, and promised 
to give wmn. up Procida ana Ischia to military plunder, 
as soon as they should get possession of them. Smce our 
line of battle ships left the bay he has been using every 
exertion to fit out the frigate and corvette, and we have 
intelligence that thev will be ready to-morrow night.* 

" On the 28th of May, Captain Foote, in writing to 
Lord Nelson from Procida, added — ' Caraccioli threatens 
a second attack, with a considerable addition of force.' 
On the 11th of June he again writes, ' Caraccioli's gun- 
boats have, for some days past, been firing at the town of 
Anunciato and the adjacent houses,' and on the 13th of 
June, he says, ' The cardinal, or rather the Russians, took 
the fort of Viluma, and the bridge of Madalena. Caraccioli's 
gun-boat€ annoyed them a good deal ; the weather pre- 
vented my approaching sufficiently close with the frigates, 
but if the gaUeys (with Coimt Thum) had been with me, 
I should certainly have taken some of the gun-boats, or 
caused them to retreat. On the 14th the weather was 
bad, and it was not until the 15th, the day the galleys 
joined me, that I could venture so' deep into the bay aa 
the castles of S>evigliano and Castelamare, which capitu- 
lated.' 

" A letter from Caraccioli, dated Portici, June 23rd, 
clearly proves that in the projet of a capitulation, which 
the caroinal had so fraudulently attempted to ratify, he 
could not possibly have been mcluded. He fied, and 
afterwards escaped to the mountains; and so clear was 
his guilt that a price was immediately set upon his head, 
and on the 28th of June he was brought, in the disguise 
of a peasant, at about nine o*clock in tne morning, along- 
side of Lord Nelson's flag-ship, the Foudroyant. The 
admiral had now a most impleasant duty to perform ; but 
it was his duty^ and he did perform it as became a British 
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admiral entrusted by the Xing of Naples with the oom« 
mand of his fleet, and the honour and protection of his 
orown and country. The Foudroyant being considered as 
the seat of government, his lordship issued an order to 
Oount Thum, a commodore of the Sicilian nary, to assem- 
ble a court-martial on board of that ship, to consist ci 
himself and five of the senior Neapolitan officers, to in* 
quire whether the crime *of rebeUion against his iawM 
sovereiffn, and firing into Ids fnf;ate. La Minerve, Ac., ko,, 
with which Francisco Caraccioh stood charge^sould be 
proved against him, and, if the charges were^k>ved, to 
report to his lordship what punishment he ought to suffer. 
During the trial, wnich commenced the same morning, 
and lasted from ten to twelve, the court was open, as it 
customary, to every one who chose to enter, ifverything 
appeared to be fairly and honourably conducted, to such of 
the English officers who understood Italian. Caraccioli was 
repeatedly asked questions best calculated to enable him to 
dear himself from the charges brought against him \ and 
those he answered by endeavouring to prove that he had 
been forced into the republican service; and had been 
compelled to perform the duty of a common soldier for a 
considerable time, when he was offered the command of 
the republican navy* which necessity alone had compelled 
him to accept. This necessity tlie prisoner repeatedly 
attempted to substantiate, but it certainly was not proved 
to the satisfaction of the court, or of our own officers who 
were present. On the contrary, it was clearly demon- 
strated that he had enjoyed opportunities of escaping; 
and on being frequently asked why 'he had not embraced 
these opporhinities, no satisfactory reply was made. The 
court afterwards particularly directed its attention to the 
two following points : — ^First, the prisoner's having been 
actively present on board the republican vessel tmit had 
attacked the Sicilian frigate La Minerve, the ^^un-boats, 
and the English ships, in jrhich some of his Sicilian 
Majesty's subjects haa been killed and wounded. Secondly, 
his not endeavouring to escape previously to that attaolc, 
when it evidenUy appeared he had possessed opportunities 
for doing so. llie answers of Caraccioli were vague, and 
iupportMl by no evidence whatever. The court was then 
olmred, andfsentenoe of death passed on the prisoner, 
t ^ Oa ill being traoamlttad hj the presiaaQt to Lord 
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NelBon, hii lordship ismied an order to Commodore Ooimt 
Thum to cause the sentence to be carried into execution 
hj hanging Prandsco Caraccioli at the foreyard-arm of 
his Sicifian Majesty's ship La Minerre, at five o'clock in 
the evening, and to cut the body down at snnset, and 
throw it into the sea. AH which Gonnt Thum performed 
accordingly." 

Caraccioli, after suffering death according to the sen- 
tence of the coort-martial, was carried out some distance 
into the bay and committed to the deep in the ordinary 
manner. "Tiie body, after some days, notwithstanding the 
weight of shot attached to the feet, rose to the snnace, 
and was seen in an erect posture apparently coming into 
the bay. At the suggestion of Sir William Hamilton, a 
boat was sent to take up the corpse, and it was carried on 
shore fbr decent interment. * 

The castles of Graeta, St. Elmo, and Capua remained to 
be subdued. The Bussian forces, under Marshal Suwar- 
row, were now driving the enemy before them ; and Nel- 
son continued in the Bay of Naples co-operating with the 
allies. Earl St. Yincent had now quitted the command of 
the fleet, and was succeeded by Vice- Admiral Lord Keith. 
Tliis appointment was not altogether agreeable to Nelson. 
Earl St. Vincent had allowed him so much latitude, know- 
ing well it would not be abused, that he felt the yoke of 
tile new commander-in-chief to be galling. A few expres- 
sions in his letters while under Lord Keith's command 
show this. 

The efforts of the seamen and marines of the British 
and Portuguese squadrons had much to do in expelling 
the French from Naples and their adjacent strongholds. 
Mejan, the French commandant at St. Elmo, confiding in 
l^e strength of his position, insulted and derided the 
Britiih squadron xmder Captain Foote ; but Troubridge 
landed guns, and with great skill erected five batteries. 
ThB spirited captain informed the republican officer that 
none of his letters headed ** Libert^, Egalit^, Guerre aux 
Tjrrans," Ac., would be received, but that if he wrote as 
a soldier and a gentleman he should be attended td. 
Finding buUying to be of no avail, Citoyen Mejan began to 
try the effect of flattery, ** hieitfaisance and humamti were, 
he said, the least of the many virtues which distinguishea 
M. Troabridga." But ** M. Troubzidge/' so far from being 
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deceived by cajolery, was at tliu time contemplating the 
means of mining the fort. " If we can accomplish tnat/' 
said he, '' I am a strong advocate to send them, hostages 
and all, to Old Nick, and surprise him with a group of 
nobility and republicans. Meantime it was some satis- 
faction to perceive that the shells fell well, and broke 
some of their shins." Finding his case desperate, and 
that he could not hold out much longer, Mejan offered to 
surrender if the moderate sum of 150,000 ducats were 

S'ven him ! A few more days of cannonading, however, 
Ksided the business without money, and the fort sur« 
rendered. 

" Troubridge," says Southey, " had more difficulties to 
overcome from the cnaracter of the Neapolitans, who pre- 
tended to assist him, and whom he made useful, than even 
from the strength of the place, and the skill of the French. 
Such cowards and villains, he declared, he had never seen 
before. The men at the advanced posts carried on what 
he called a diabolical good understanding with the enemy, 
and the workmen would sometimes take fright and run 
away I ' I make the best I can,' said he, ' ofthe degene- 
rate race I have to deal with ; the whole means of guns, 
ammunition, pioneers, &c., with all materials, rest with 
them. With fair promises to the men, and threats of 
instant death, if I nnd any one erring, a little spur has 
been given.' Nelson said of his friend with truth upon 
this occasion, that he was a £rst-rate general. ' I find,' 
said he, afterwards, in a letter to the duke of Clarence, 
' that General Xoehler does not approve of such irregular 
proceedings as naval officers attaclung and defending for- 
tifications. We have but one idea — to get close alongside. 
None but a sailor would have placed a battery only 180 
yards from the castle of St. Elmo : a soldier must have 
ffone according to art and the zigzag way. My brave JVou- 
bridge went straight on, for we nad no time to spare.' " 

Intelligence having been received that the French and 
Spanish fleets had formed a junction, and had entered the 
Mediterranean, Lord Keith sailed for Cartha^ena, and 
fearing an attack on Minorca, peremptorily ordered Nel- 
son to repair to the latter islana with the whole or greater 
part of the squadron. Nelson, just before receiving Lord 
iCeith's orders, had landed one thousand men from the 
fleet, for the siege of Capua; and having commenced the 
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work, he determined, at all hazards, to finish it. In 
acknowledging the receipt of the order, on the 19th of 
July, he wrote : — " Your lordship, at the time of sending 
me the order, was not informed of the change of affairs in 
the kingdom of Naples, and that all our marines, and a 
body of seamen, are landed, in order to drive the French 
scoundrels out of the kingdom ; which, with God's bless- 
ing, will very soon be effected, when a part of the squadron 
shall be immediately sent to Minorca. But unless the 
French are at least ^yen &om Capua, I think it right not 
to obey your lordship's order, for sending down any part 
of the squadron under my command. I am perfectly aware 
of the consequences of disobeying the orders of my com* 
mander-in-cmef ; but as I believe the safety of the king* 
dom of Naples depends at the present moment on my 
detaining the squadron, I have no scruple in deciding 
that it is better to save the kingdom of Naples and risk 
Minorca, than to risk the kingdom of Naples to save 
Minorca. Your lordship will, I hope, approve of my de- 
cision." " It is a case," said he, in a letter to the Admi- 
ralty, ** for some consideration, whether Minorca is to bo 
risked or the two kingdoms of Naples and Sicily ; and 
I rather think my decision would be to risk the former." 
'* I am well aware," he said, writing te the duke of 
Clarence, " of the consequences of disobeying my orders ; 
but as I have often before risked my hfe for the good 
cause* so I with cheerfulness did my commission; for 
although a military tribunal may think me criminal, the 
world will approve my conduct ; and I regard not mv own 
safety when the honour of my king is at stake." Ine re- 
sult showed the wisdom of the course adopted ; Minorca 
was not attacked, and Troubridge was able to make his 
advances with the greater celerity for having such means 
at command. On me 31st of July Capua surrendered. 

Gaieta shortly followed, the party at the latter place 
being comman&d by Captain Louis, of the Minotaur. 
The capitulation not havmg been very rigidly enforced, 
gave occasion te the following letter, dated 4th of August, 
from Nelson te Captain Louis : — ** Dear sir, I have re- 
ceived your letter of yesterday, and am happy to find that 
all matters are settled. I was sorry that you had entered 
into any altercation with the scoundrel. The capitulation 
once signed, there could be no joom for dispute. The 



148 Zfxm ov tovD itblsoit. [1799. 

indoged order will point out to you how you are to pro- 
ceed, &c. — ^Nelson. " There is no way of dealing with a 
Frenchman but to knock him down. To be civil to them 
if only to be laughed at when thej are enemies." 

The kingdom of Naples was thus once more free, and 
this object was due aunost wholly to Nelson's firmness. 
Before the successful result of his labours had reached 
home, however, the Admiralty, taking the simple fact of 
his having remained at Naples, and fiinded his seamen at 
Capua, instead of repairing to Minorca, in compliance 
with Lord Keith's orders, wrote a letter of censure. Nel- 
son's communication, acquainting their lordships with the 
complete success of his operations, and that it had been 
ehienj effected bj British sailors, crossed the letter of 
oensure on the passage. In writing to Earl Spencer he 
said, — " From having only a left hand I cannot enter into 
details which m&j explain the motives that actuated mv 
conduct. Mj principle is to assist in drivinjo^ the Frencu 
to the devil, and in restoring peace and happmess to man- 
kind." The censure of the Admiralty affected him much. 
** Our dear great Earl of St. Vincent's orders to me were 
to follow me French Mediterranean fleet, and to annihi- 
late them. It has been done, thanks to the zeal and 
bravery of my gallant friends ! My task is done, my 
health lost, and I have wrote to Lord Keith for my re- 
treat. May all orders be as punctually obeyed, but never 
again an officer at the dose of what I must, without being 
thought vain (for such I am represented by my enemies), 
eall a glorious career, be so treated !" 

The French had, it is true, been expdled from the 
Neapolitan territories, but Nelson perceived, when too 
late, that he had laboured in vain. While the dungeons 
of Nafdes were crowded with prisoners, frivolity and sen- 
suality prevailed at the court. Opportunities of cultivating 
the royalist feeling, which haa so strongly manifested 
itsdf, were disregarded and lost ; and to crown all, Ferdi- 
nand resolved to proceed again to Palermo, whither Lord 
Ndson conveyed the court on the 6th August. Commo- 
dore Troubriage remained at Naples. He was grieved at 
the folly of those for whom he nad so gallantly fou^t, 
and chagrined that Nelson should have become so mo» 
rodMj engrofsed by his royal friendi. " I dread, my 
Lofd/'^lM wrote, *'tM th# ftastiag, Ac, at Atemo. I 
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kol' sure your health will be hurt. The king would be 
better employed digesting a good govemment. Every- 
ihing gives way to their pleasures. The money spent at 
Palermo gives discontent here, — Mty thousand people are 
unemployed, trade discouraged, manufactures at a stand. 
It is the interest of many here to keep the king away; 
they all dread reform ; their villanies are so deeply rooted, 
that if some method is not taken to dig them out, this 
gOYemment cannot hold together. Out of twenty mil- 
Hons of ducats collected as revenue, only thirteen nullions 
reach the treasury." In a subsequent letter he wrote,— 
" There are upwards of forty thousand families who have 
relations confined. If some act of oblivion is not passed 
there will be no end of persecution, for the people of this 
country have no idea of anything but revenge, and to 
gain a point would swear ten thousand false oaths. Con- 
stant efforts are made to get a man taken up in order to 
rob him. The confiscated property does not reach the 
king's treasury. All thieves 1 It is selling for nothing. 
His own people whom he employs are buying it up, and 
the vagabonds pocket the whole." 

But although dead to the sense of the iniquitous system 
of his govemment, the king was alive to the obligations 
he was under to Nelson. !m order to give some substan- 
tial mark of hia gratitude, the king conferred upon him 
the dukedom of Bronte, in Sicily, accompanied by a 
domain, the estimatied value of which was £3,000 a-year. 
It, however, required much persuasion to induce Nelson 
to accept ihe -gToffered honour ; and the only argument 
whidi seemed to prevail over his scruples, was limt used 
by Ferdinand himself. *' Do you wisn," said tke king, 
" that your name alone shpula pass with honour to pos- 
terity, and that I, Ferdinand ^urbon, should appear 
ungrateful? " With Ihe dukedom, which Nelson accented 
conditionally upon the permission of his own sovereign, 
a diamond hilted sword was presented. It had belonged 
to his father, Charles III. of Spain, and had been given 
to Ferdinand on his accession to the throne of the SicUies. 
The thought, however, which gave Nelson most pleasure 
waci tiiat his name was familiar to aU classes throughout 
the world.. The titie, duke of Bronte (or tiiunder), had 
also some charms for him ; but a present from a quarter 
wholly xine^^edsd* added much to hiBselff^xainktioii. Tho 
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Greek inhabitants' of Zante, though a small conmmnity, 
sent him a golden headed sword and trancheon, set round 
with as many diamonds as could be obtained in the island. 
The grateful Greeks thanked him for having preserved 
that part of the world from the horrors of anarchy, and 
prajed that his exploits might accelerate the day, in 
which, amidst the glory and peace of thrones, the 
miseries of the human race would cease. After landing 
the royal famDy at Palermo, Nelson, with the exception 
of a cruise to !Port Mahon, remained at that port until 
the close of the year. He had, in fact, become the guar- 
dian of the kin^. 

During this tmie, in consequence of the absence of Lord 
Keith, Nelson was acting commander-in-chief, and, having 
completed the liberation of the Neapolitan states and the 
Soman territories, he pushed to the utmost of his power 
the reduction of Malta. The expulsion of the French 
from the Neapolitan territories, and the approach of the 
Bussian army, under Suwarrow, had reduced them to the 
Soman states and the neighbourhood of G«noa, to which 
point Suwarrow's army was moving to their destruction. 
To free Some from the presence of the French was 
Nelson's present object. He was aware that the Soman 
people were ready to welcome the 'enemies of the French 
as friends, and thought that with about 1,200 troops to aid 
his fleet, he could ensure the reduction of the forts of 
Civita Vecchia and St. Angelo. With this view, he 
applied to Sir James St. Clair Erskine, the temporary 
commandant of Minorca, but was imable to convince him 
that so small a force could act with success against regular 
fortresses. Deprived of this arm. Nelson ordered Trou- 
bridge, to whom he had left ^he command in the bay of 
Naples, to do the work with the fleet alone. Unable at 
that moment to leave his post, Troubrid^e sent Captain 
Hallowell to offer to the garrisons of Civita Vecchia and 
St. Angelo the same terms as those granted to Gaieta. 
The manner of the French officers at the interview, con- 
yinced Hallowell that they knew their own weakness, and 
feared the fleet. Upon this Troubridge acted : a squadron 
imder Captain Louis appeared off the Tiber, fresh negotia- 
tions were commenced, and in a very short time a capitu- 
lation for the entire Soman states was concluded. The 
fnglish colours floated on St. Angelo« and Captain Louis 
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acted as gOTemor of the papal capital. Thus was M- 
filled the prophec^r of the Franciscan, that " Nelson would 
take'Eome with nis ships." 

The capture of Malta had long formed a prominent 
object to the Mediterranean sqxuuiron. Five thousand 
French troops garrisoned its works, and rendered hopeless 
every attempt to reduce it, except hj starvation; Hie 
Portugese squadron, under the Marquis de Niza, assisted 
by suck ships as could be spared from the other duties of 
the fleet, and a small ill-armed force of 1,600 peasants, 
aided by 600 English and Portuguese marines, endea- 
voured to prevent supplies from reaching the garrison 
from the land side. Captain Ball was governor and 
general, but though he was endeavouring his utmost to 
recover this island for the king of Sicily, he could obtain 
little or no help from that court. Had it not been for his 
energy and abilities, and the love which the natives bore 
towards him, Malta would not, to all appearance, have been 
captured for years. Men, money, ana food were wanting. 
Nelson in vain endeavoured to obtain men from Minorca 
or from Bussia. Money he now and then forced from 
the Sicilian court, and gathered food for his little army 
and the famishing islanders wherever he could. 

After much persuasion, used with General Fox, who was 
now governor of Minorca, Colonel Graham was ordered 
to proceed to Malta, where he landed on the 10th of 
December, to assist in the siege ; but with means much 
too limited for the service required. Commodore Trou- 
bridge had previously received orders to proceed with the 
Northumberland and Foudroyant to co-operate with t}ip 
colonel, and finding that money was wanting nobly sup- 
plied what he could from his own resources. " I procured 
16,000 of my cobs — every farthing and every atom of me 
shall be devoted to the cause." Nelson, not to be outdone, 
declared he would sell Bronte, and the emperor of Bussia's 
box, and actually pledged the estate for £6,600, to answer 
any difficulty about paying the bills. But Nelson himself 
remained at Palermo. He, whose presence would have done 
so much, appeared enslaved by tne frivolities he so much 
despised, altnough it may reasonably be supposed that he 
was influenced by hig;her motives. He was soon forcibly 
entreated by his rough though sincere friend IVoubridge** 

* The oommodore was now Bir Thomas Troubridge, ' Bart., 

L 
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On the let Jan. 1800, he wrote,— "We are dying off fast 
for want. I learn that Sir William Hamilton says, Prince 
Luzzi refused com some time ago, and Sir William does 
not think it worth while to make another application. If 
that be the case, I wish he commanded this distressing 
scene instead of me. I wish," he added, *' I was at your 
lordship's elbow for an tour. All will be thrown upon 
you. I will parry the blow as much as in my power. I 
foresee much mischief brewing." To these and many like 
most urgent appeals Nelson responded to the best of his 
power. He begged ahnost on his knees for small supplies 
of money and com, to keep the Maltese from starvation 
and carry on the sie^e. The partial success his appeals 
met with would only nave sufficed to prolong the nuseiy 
of the famishing islanders, without permanently aiding 
the cause ; but Sir Thomas Troubridge and Captain BaU 
took a more decided course. Finding it vain to expect 
ad^uate supplies from Sicily, they tooC the law into 
their own hands, and dispatched the Stromboli, Captain 
Broughton,* to the port of Girgenti, with orders to pur- 
chase, or otherwise to seize and bring to Malta a fleet of 
yessels lying there com-laden. The orders were obeyed, 
to the great relief and advantage of the shipowners, and« 
the necessity of raising the siege was avertea. The Nea- 
politan government complained to the British ambassador, 
and the latter to Nelson, who, no doubt highly pleaaed at 
the decision of his friends, defended the act as one which 
had no alteraative.t 

an honour conferred on him for his services at St. Elmo ai^H 
Oopua. 

* Nicolas, ToL iv. p. 176. 

i* It was about this time that Nelson received the annexed lettar 
from his &ther. It a£fords further proof of his affectionate regard 
for his less affluent friends : — 

" My dear Hob. — ^You are too prudent to judge either of thingi 
or persons by appearances, and too good to believe that the few letters 
you receive from me can happen from any cause except the insecure 
conveyances which offer, or that indolence which I find is in the 
train of infirmities which accompany those years when we shall tay 
in the mom, ' Would that even were come that I may rest, and at 
night. We are weary before the twilight returns. ' This is too oftoo 
my case, even in the midst of blessings ; and allow me to say, that 
yourself, under Providence, are the cause of many of those. Your 
public merit every mouth proclaims : your private virtues every day 
.ar» exf«riflD<Md. A rsoent generous act has made your fiunily 
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In the beginning of Febraary, Nelson sailed from 
Palermo for Malta, and on bis way was fortonate in cap- 
turing a French squadron. The following letter details 
the circumstances : — 

You, my dear friend," said he, writing to Lord Minto, 

will rejoice to hear that it has been my extraordinary 
good fortune to capture the G^n^reux, 74, bearing the 
nag of Bear- Admiral Perr^e, and a very large store-ship, 
with 2,000 troops, and provisions and stores for the relief 
of La y alette. I came off Malta with my commander- 
in-chief, — with Lord Keith ; we parted company in bad 
weather the same day. Haying mformation that such a 
squadron had sailed from TouK>n, Lord K. remained off 
Malta; but my knowledge, of their track (rather my 
knowledge of this country from, seven years' experience) 
I went towards the coast of Barbary, where tlnree days 
afterwards I fell in with the gentleman. Those ships which 
fell in with me after our separation from the commander- 
in-chief, attached themselves to my fortune. We took 
them after a long chase, four miles only from Sicily, and 
a few leagues from Cape Passaro. Per^e was killed by a 
shot from the Success frigate, Captain Peard. His snip 
struck, when the Foudroyant fired only two shots. This, 
my dear lord, makes nineteen sail of the line and four 
admirals I have been present at the capture of this war. 
Ought I to trust Dame Fortune any more P Her daughter 

liappy ; by so liandsome a present {a}--B,'^£500 each — ^Bolton's more 
especially, he has occasion for all. The boy George is got so gay : 
I nope a happy omen. There is another boy, whom I have desired 
to be kept at school another two years loi^r, and then brought 
forward : I have hoped he may get to the East Indies. This was 
intended for a very long letter, but I must curtail it ; the courier is 
going off directly. Our hopes of seeing you are one day revived and 
another destroyed ; all I can say, you know best, and in the end 
will do what is right. If honoiur is yoiur object, all men say you 
have enough ; if riches, you are too generous to heap up many ; if 
amorpatrice, you have shown it. If your dearest fiionds are to be 
gratiBM, ihey are no doubt very mucn so, by hearing of your health 
and prosperity, which pleasure can be increased only by seeing you. 
Memento — ^your Mher is seventy-seven years of age, DecemTOr 15, 
1799. God bless you ! £dm. Nelson." 



(a) Owing to an objection raised by Lady Nelson to this Uberality 
on the part of her husband, the &ther declined receiving hit son s 
proffer^ kindness. — See Dispatches, yoL 7, ozoi. 
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may step in and tear the mother from me. I hare in 
truth serious thoughts of gi^ng up the active service; 
Greenwich Hospital seems a fit retreat for me, after being 
evidentlvthoxignt unfit to command the Mediterranean." 

Lord iCeith had now returned and resumed the com- 
mand, much to Nelson's chagrin. In another letter he 
wrote,—" We of the Nile are not equal to Lord Keith in 
his estimation, and ought to think it an honour to serve 
under such a clever man." And subseauentlj, — ** As to 
my health, I believe I am almost finished. Many things, 
(some) of which you have felt in your time, contribute 
towards it. I am now on my route to my friends at Pa- 
lermo. I shall there rest quiet for two weeks, and then 
judge by my feelings whether I am able to serve well* 
and with comfort to myself. It is said the combined 
fleet is coming this road, confiding it can escape as it did 
last year, but the pitcher never goes often to tne well bat 
it comes home broken at last." 

One more Nile ship remained— -the Guillaume Tell, which 
was at this time closely watched in the harbour of Valetta. 
After a daring attempt to escape, she surrendered to the 
Foudroyant, Lion, and Penelope frigate, and thus made a 
glorious finish to the Mediterranean fleet. Nelson was 
not present at her capture, and rejoiced that he had not 
taken a sprig fVom their laurels. '* They are, and I glory 
in them, he wrote to Lord St. Vincent, " my children ; 
they served in my school, and all of us caught our profes- 
sional zeal and fire from the great and good Earl St. Vin- 
cent. What a pleasure, what a happiness, to have the Nile 
fleet all taken under my orders and regulations ! " There 
were yet two frigates of that fleet in Valetta ; one even- 
tually got free, tne other was captured. Such was the 
fate of the Nile fleet. Malta did not surrender until the 
6th of September. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

1800-1801. 

Ok tlie 2nd June, Lord Kelson was appointed a kniglit 
grand cross of the order of St. Ferdinand and Merit of 
me Two Sicilies. On the 28th he shifted his flag from 
the Fou^royant to the Alexander, and on the 13th of 
July, struck it, and left Leghorn on his way to England. 
He reached Florence on the 19th and Ancona on the 24th, 
where he embarked on board a Bussian frigate for Trieste, 
and arriired there on the 9th of August. He remained a 
short time at Vienna, which he left on the 26th of Sep- 
tember. He was obliged to adopt this route, as no ship 
oeuld be spared &om the fleet to take him direct home. 
He passed through Prague to Magdeburg and Hamburgh, 
i^ith his now inseparable friends, Sir William and L^y 
Hamilton. The most gratifying testimonials of esteem 
and admiration awaited hhn at every step. The Prince of 
Esterhazy entertained him in a style of Hungarian magni- 
ficence— a himdred grenadiers, each six feet in height, 
waiting at table. At Magdeburgh the master of the hotel 

Satified his friends and benefited himself by exhibiting 
e hero of the Kile for mone^f , admitting the curious to 
peep at him through a small window^ 

A wine merchant at Hamburgh, who was above seventy 
years of age, requested to speak with Lady Hamilton, 
when he acquainted her ladyship that he had some 
Bhenish wine of the vintage of 16@5, which had been in 
his own possession more than half a century. He had pre- 
served it for some extraordinary occasion ; and that which 
had now presented itself was far beyond any he could 
have expected. He earnestly requested her assistance to 
prevail upon his lordship to accept six dozen of this 
moomparable wine ; part of it would then have the 
honour to flow into the heart's blood of the hero, and this 
thought would make him happy during the remainder of 
his life. Nelson was delighted at the kmdness of tiie old 
wine merohaati and Altering the room'^^o^st^ Vs^^^s^^ 
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shook him affectionately by the hand, and consented to 
receire six bottles of his wine provided he would promise 
to be his guest at dinner next day. The iniritation was 
joyftilly accepted, and twelve bottles were sent, six of 
wnich Nelson promised to put by to celebrate the half 
dozen more victories he meant to gain. A German 
pastor, nearly eighty years of age, travelled forty miles 
with the bible of his parish church to reouest iNelson's 
autograph on the first leaf, for he consiaered him the 
saviour of the Christian world. 

The travellers landed at Yarmouth on the 6th of 
November, and this being Nelson's first appearance in. 
England since the Nile action, he was enthusiastically 
received. The populace assembled in crowds to greet 
him, and taking the horses fVom his carriage, drew hmi to 
Wrestlers' Inn, amid tumultuous applause. The mayor 
and corporation lost no time in waiting upon his lordship, 
and took the opportunity of presenting him with the 
freedom of the town, which had some time previously 
been voted him, as an acknowledeement of his eminent 
services. The infantry quartered in the town paraded 
before the inn at which he lodged with their band, the 
soldiers fired feux'de'ioie, and firing of musketry and 
ordnance continued till midnight. 

On the next day, the corporation in procession, together 
with the officers of the navy residmg near at hand, 
accompanied him to church with his friends, and joined in 
a thanksgiving for his preservation. On leaving the 
town, a corps of cavalry met him, drew up, saluted, and 
then escorted the carriage to the boundary of the coun^. 
On reaching Ipswich, sunilar honours awaited him. Xa 
London, he was entertained on Lord Mayor's day by the 
civic authorities, on which occasion his carriage was mrawn 
by the populace from Ludgate Hill to Guildhall. Here 
he received the thanks of the court of common council 
and the golden hilted sword, studded with diamonds, 
which had been voted him immediately after the news 
of the victory reached England. On the 20th he took his 
seat in the House of Lords. Everywhere he was con- 
gratulated and treated as a successful hero, until he 
arrived at that spot, in which is commonly centred the 
happiness of every good man— his home. 

It was, perhaps. But too apparent, that Lord Nelson's 
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affection had been impaired by bis last absence; and 
although we do not wish to cast any slur upon Lady 
Kelson, there seems good reason for believing tnat efforts 
were not made by her ladyship to regain by affectionate 
means the ascendancy she once possessed. As we cannot 
with safety pronounce Lord Kelson to be wholly wron^, 
nor his wife wholly right, we think it better to abstam 
from offering any fiurthcr opinion of our own. It is enough 
to state, that a final separation took place two mon&s 
after Kelson's arrival in England.* Previously to this,- 
some difference had occurred between his lordship and 
his step-son, Captain Kisbet. 
One of Kelson's first acts on reaching England was to 

* The following letter in Lord Nelson's despatches, addressed to 
Sir Harris Nicolas by Mr. Haslewood, may throw some light on the 
subject : — 

"Kemp Town, Brighton, April 13, 1846. 

'* Dear Sib, — ^I was no less surprised thiui grievea when you told 
me of a prevailing opinion tiiat Lord Nelson of his own moticm 
withdrew from the society of his wife, and took up his residence 
altogether with Sir William and Lady Htunilton, ana that you have 
never received from any member of his family an intimation to the 
contrary. His &ther, his brother. Dr. Nelson (afterwards Earl 
Ndson), his sisters, Idrs. Bolton and Mrs. Matcfaam, and their hus- 
bands, well knew that the separation was unavoidable on Lord 
Nelson's part, and as I happened to be present when the unhappy 
ruptmre took place, I have often talked over with all of them— -but 
more especiauy with Mr. and Mrs. Matcham — ^the particulars whiclf 
I proceed to relate, in justice to the memory of niy illustrious friend,; 
and in the hope of removing an erroneous impression from your 
mind. Li the winter of 180(^1, I was break&sting with Lord and 
Lady Nelson, at their lodgings in Arlington-street, and a cheerful 
conversation was passing on indifft^ent subjects, when Lord Nelson 

Soke of something which had been done or said by ' dear Lady 
amilton,' upon uniich Lady Nelson rose from her chair, and ex- 
claimed with much vehemence, ' I am sick of hearing of dear Lady 
Hamilton, and am resolved that you shall either give up her or me.* 
Lord Nelson, with perfect calmness, said, ' Take care, Fanny, what! 
you say. I love you sincerely ; but I cannot forget my obli^tions 
to Lady Hamilton, or speak of her otherwise uian with anection 
and admiration.' Without one soothing word or gesture, but mut- 
tering something about her mind being made up, Iiady Nelson left 
l^e room, and shortly after drove from the house. They nevef 
lived together afterwards. I believe that Lord Nelson took a formal 
leave of ner ladyship before joining the fleet under Sir Hyde Parker, 
but that to the day of her husband's glorious death she never made 
any apology for her abrupt and ungentiie conduct above related, of 
any overture towards a reconciliation." j 
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Write an official letter to the secretary of the Admiralty 
ajmouncing hif return, and stating that as his health was 
perfectly re-established, he was ready for immediate em- 
pIo3rment. The Addineton administration had not long 
Deen formed, and Earl St. Vincent was First Lord of the 
Admiralty. Kelson on the 1st of January, had been 
promotea to be vice-admiral, and he was not long in re- 
oeiying orders to hoist his flafi^. 

Denmark, Sweden, and Hussia had formed a confe- 
deracy, with the view of compelling Great Britain to re- 
nounce her ancient right of search upon neutral property. 
Denmark acted under French dictation, and Sweden was 
governed by Denmark. Paul of Kussia was instigated 
diiefly bv caprice. The Danish fleet consisted of twenty - 
three sail of the line, and about thirty frigates and smaller 
vessels ; but exclusive of guard and block ships, Slo, 
Sweden had eighteen sail of the line, and a large fleet of 
iHgates, galleys, and gun-boats, numbering nearly one 
hundred. The Bussian navv consisted of eighty -two sail 
of the line, fortr-seven of wnich were at Cronstadt, Hevel* 
St. Petersburgh, and Archangel; but they were badly 
officered and manned. A coidition so formidable, espo- 
oially when considered with reference to the growing 
power of the French republic, demanded active operations. 
The chief command of the fleet in the Baltic was at thia 
time vested in Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, and who being 
already thus employed could not with propriety be dis- 
placed. 

On the 17th of January, Lord Kelson hoisted his 
vice-admiral's flag on board the San Josef, at Plymouth ; 
on the 21st he received the freedom of the city of Exeter, 
and on the 24th was admitted a freeman of tlio borough 
of Plymouth. On the 12th of February he shifted liis flag 
to the Saint George, and on the 17th was ordered to place 
himself under the orders of Sir Hyde Parker. On the 
2l8t the Saint George arrived at Spithead. Aeeordiiii^ to 
a statement contained in a narrative of the events which 
took place before and at the battle of Coponhageu, written 
by the Honourable Colonel Stewart,* who was in com- 

* This offioer, afterwards Lietxt.-OeQeral Sir W. Htowart, G.C.B., 
dMxmMhtA hfanself at AlbuenL Vittoria, Pyrmow, Nivet and 
OrtiMi, and died in 1827. 
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mand of the troops, the Saint George, while at Portsmouth, 
required considerable repairs. On the 27th of February 
the troops, consisting or 760 rank and file, proceeded to 
Southsea-common, waiting orders. " Lord Nelson," says 
the narrator, " arrived from London about lOh. a.h. He 
sent for me immediately on his arrival. On first acquain- 
tance I witnessed the activity of his character: h^ said 
that not a moment was tobe lost in embarking thetroops, for 
he intended to sail next tide. . Lord Nelson in three hours 
after left the sally-port for the Saint George. The ship 
was commanded by his old friend Captain Hardy, and 
was imdergoing considerable repairs at Spithead — the 
caulkers and painters were detamed on board, and we 
proceeded with them to St. Helens. The wind became 
rair in the course of the night, and we got under way at 
daylight on the 28th. Notmng particular occurred till our 
arrival in the Downs : the seine was frequently hauled by 
Lord Nelson's directions, and the eagerness and vivaciiy 
^hich he showed upon the occasion, to the great delight 
of the seamen, early pointed out to me the natural liveli- 
ness of his character, even in trivial matters. 

" Another trait may be worthy of remark as illustrative 
of much nawetS. His lordship was rather too apt to in- 
terfere in the working of the ship, and not Always with 
the best success or judgment. The wind, when ofi^Dunge- 
ness, was scant, and it was necessary to put the ship about. 
Lord Nelson would give the orders, and he, in conse- 
quence, caused her U> miss stays. Upon this he said, 
rather peevishly, to the master,* or officer of the watch 
(I forget which), * Well, now, see what we have done. 
Well, sir, what do you mean to do now P* The officer 
saying, with hesitation, * I don't exactly k&ow, my lord, 
I fear she won't do.' Lord Nelson tumea sharply towards 
the cabin, and replied, * Well, I am sure, if you don't 
know what to do with her, no more do I either.' He went 
in, leaving the officer to work the ship as he liked. He 
visited on shore at Deal his old friend Admiral Lutwidge. 
We sailed on the succeeding morning, and entered Yar- 
mouth roads on the 6th or 7th of March. The Saint 
George was the first three-decker which had so done." 

* It was customary at this period for the master to work the 
ship. 
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The British cabinet, hoping to settle the disputed points 
by negotiation, ordered Mr. Nichoks Vansittart (after- 
wards liord Bexley) to embark for that purpose, lielsmi 
felt somewhat surprised at the apparent want of deference 
obsenred towards nim by the admiral. Having heard of 
some of the plans, he thus expressed himself in a letter to 
Mr. Davison : ** All I have gathered of our first plans I 
disapprove of most exceedingly—- honour may arise from 
them, good cannot. I hear we are likely to anchor out- 
side Cronenburg Castle, instead of at Copenhagen — whidi 
would give wei^t to our negotiation. A Damsh minister 
would think twice before he would put his name to war 
with £ngland, when the next moment he would probably 
see his master's fleet in flames, and his capital in ruins ; 
but ' out of sight out of mind' is an old saying. The Dane 
should see our flag waving every moment he lifted up 
his head." On reaching the Scaw Mr. Vansittart left ihe 
fleet, and proceeded to Copenhagen in the Blanche frigate 
with a flag of truce. Douotless Lord Nelson's plan would 
have been infinitely more effective. No preparations had 
at that time been made for the defence of the place ; and 
hundreds of lives of brave men would have been saved by 
prompt measures. Nelson's opinion was that a negotia- 
tion always produced a better effect when support^ by 
the battery of a man-of-war. 

On the 23rd he was invited to a long conference with 
Sir Hyde Parker, and on the 24th addressed the admiral 
a most masterly letter. The following are cztracLv;— - 
** The more I have reflected the more I am confirmed ia 
opinion that not a moment should be lost in attacking tha 
enemy — the only consideration in my mind is how to get 
at them with ihe least risk to our ships. By Mr. Yaa- 
sittart's account the Danes have taken every means in 
their power to prevent our getting to Copenhagen by the 
passage of the Sound — Cronenburg has been strengthened 
•—the Crown Islands fortified, on the outermost of which 
are twenty guns, pointing mostly downwards, and only 
800 yards from verv formidable batteries placed under the 
citaoel, supported by five sail of the line, seven floating 
batteries of fifly guns each, besides small craft, gim-boats, 
&c,, Sec, ; and that the Bevel squadron of twelve or four- 
teen sail of the line is soon expected, as also five sail of 
Swedes. Therefore, here you are with almost the safetjy 
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certainly tlie honour, of Eneland more entrusted to you 
than ever yet fell to the lot of any British officer. On your 
decision depends whether our country shall be degraded 
in the eyes of Europe, or whether she shall rear her head 
higher man eyer ; again do I repeat never did our country 
depend so much on the success of any fleet as on this. 
Auer describing most graphically the modes of action 
open for adoption, he thus concludes his letter: " Sup- 
posing us through the Belt, with the wind first westerly, 
would it not be possible to either so with the fleet, or de- 
tach ten ships of two or three decks, with one bomb, and 
two fire ships, to "Revel, to destroy the Russian squadron 
at that place P I do not see the great risk of such a de- 
tachment, and with the remainder to attempt the business 
at Copenhagen. The measure may be thought bold, but 
I am of opinion the boldest measures are the safest ; and 
our country demands a most vigorous exertion of her force 
directed with judgment. In supporting you, my dear Sir 
Hyde, through the arduous and important task you have 
undertaken, no exertion of head or heart shall be wanting 
from me." 

The following succinct account of the action, taken 
from the |>ages of a popular work* on naval battles, 
shows as briefly as is consistent with the subject the prin- 
cipal features of the action. 

"After some further delay and useless negotiation ,t the 
British fleet got under way at 6h. a.h. on the 30th of 
March, and with a fine breeze at north-north-west formed 
in line ahead, and proceeded up the Soimd; the van 
division commanded oy Vice- Admiral Lord Nelson, the 
cmtre by Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, and the rear by 
Bear-Admiral Thomas Graves. At 7h. a.m. the batteries 
at Elsineur opened fire upon the Monarch, but without 

* Battles of the British Navy, vol. ii. p. 27, et teq. 

+ While these negotiations were under (tiscussion, an officer of 
distinction, and high in favour with the crown prince, arrived on 
board the admiral*s ship, with a verbal answer to some of the pro- 
posals. Finding some difficulty in making himself understood, the 
officer was requested to submit his commimication in writing, and a 

Sen (none of the best, probably) was offered to him for the purpose, 
bservinfi^ that it had seen much service and required mending, the 
officer, whose wit was sharp enough, remarkea, sarcastically, that 
M their guns were not better pointed than their pens they would not 
make any very great impression on the walls of Ck>pexihc^:en. 
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doing any damage ; and only a few ships fired in return, 
except the bomo-Tessels, which threw more than 200 
shells into Cronenburg and Helsinjs^en, doing much execu- 
tion. The only casualty in the British fleet was occasioned 
W the bursting of a 24-pounder on board the Isis, by 
which accident seven men were killed and wounded. The 
fleet continued its course, keeping within a mile of the 
Swedish shore, on which only ei^ht guns were mounted, 
and thus avoided the flre of 100 pieces of cannon mounted 
in the castle of Cronenburg. 

" About noon, the fleet anchored above the island of 
Hu@n, and fifteen miles below Copenhagen. The three 
admirals, with Captain Domett, Colonel Scewart, and 
others, then proceeded in the Lark lup^ger to reconnoitre 
the defences of the enemy ; and in the evening a council 
of war was held on board the London, at wmch Lord 
Nelson offered to conduct an attack with ten sail of the 
line and all the smaller vessels. The proposal was ac- 
oepted by Sir Hyde Parker, who added two ships of the 
line to the force demanded.* 

* Following are the names of ships and captains : — 
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( Vice-Admiral Lord Nelson, K.B. (bhie) 
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Robert Dovoroux Funcourt 

Thomas Bertie 

John Lawford 

William Bli^h 

James Walker 



Edgar 

Monarch 
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Ilonry Iliou 
Henry Inman 
Graham K. Mamnioud 
Hamuol Button 
Jonas Roso 



Ship (Arrow Conunander William Boltrm (acting) 

Bhojm, 1 Dart ,, John F. Devonshire 

Bng jCMur „ James Brisbane 

Shaim. iHarpy ,» '^mua'&isKibBUL 
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" The Danes, in order to render the approach— at all 
times exceedingly intricate — ^more difficult, had remored 
the buoys, and Lord Nelson, accompanied by Captain 
James Brisbane, proceeded in his boat to rebuoy the outer 
channel. 

'* On the morning of the Ist of April, the fleet weighed, 
and anchored again about six miles from Copenhagen, off 
the north-western extremity of the middle ground, which 
shoal extends alone the whole sea front of the city, with 
the King's Channel inside, about three-quarters of a mile 
in width, in which channel the Danish block ships, radeaus, 
prames, and gun-yessels, were moored. In the forenoon. 
Lord Nelson embarked on board the Amazon, and again 
reconnoitred the Danish force ; and soon after his return, 
at Ih. F.K., ordered the signal to weigh to be hoisted on 
board the Elephant. This signal was received by loud 
cheers from the different ships of the fleet*; and in a Terr 
short time the vice-admiral s squadron, amounting in all 
to thirty-six saU, were under way, and formed m two 
divisions, with a Hght but favourable air of wind, leaving 
Sir Hvde Parker at anchor with eight sail of the line. 

'* The Amazon leading, the British squadron passed 
along the edge of the middle ground, untiiit had reached 
the southern extremity, ancl at about 8h. p.m. anchored ; 
the headmost ship of the British being then about two 
miles from the southernmost ship of the Danish line. 
During the night. Captain Hardy was employed in sound- 
ing the channel, and passed completely round one of th^ 
enemy's floating batteries unperceived; and about llh. p.m. 
returned to the Elephant, and reported the depth of water 
close up to the Danish fleet.* 
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Also launches from most of the ships of the fleets with anchors aa(l 
cables to assist ships on shore^ &c. 

* The following 18 a description of the Danish force, whickcewr 
i9t<4 prinoipally of twordecked shipB, mosl oi >A»soi\)«sa^^^^=^ 
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"At the northern extremity of their line, vhich ex- 
tended above a. mite and a-half, were the tiro Trekroner 
batteries formed on piles ; one mounting thirty long 
24-poiinders, and the other thirty-eight long 36-pounder*, 
with fumaceB for heating shot. These hatteriei irereeaieh 
commanded hy two tn-o-decked block'ships, the Man and 
ElephanteD, not included in the foregoing list. A chain 
was thrown acrOBB the entrance to the inner harbour (■■ it 
may be termed, to diatingnish it from the ontcr mod- 
itead in which the fiotilla was moored), which waa alio 
protected by the crown batteries, and in addition, by the 
74-gun ships Trekroner and Donnemark, a 40-gim frigate, 
two brigs, and some armed boats, which latter were pro- 
vided witlk furnaces for heating shot. On the ialana of 
o the southward of the line, were sereral gon and 
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mortar batteries. The whole Danish force was nnder the 
command of Commodore Olfert Fischer, who had his 
broad pendant flying on board the 62-gun ship Danner 
brog. 

" At 8h. A.M., on the 22nd of April, the signal was made 
for the captains of the several ships, to each of whom 
Lord Nelson assigned his several station. The intention 
was, that all the ships of the line should take their places 
abreast of the enemy's ships, anchoring by the stem ; 
while the frigates were to attack the ships off the har- 
bour's mouth, and to rake the southern extremity of the 
Danish line. It was also intended that the 49th regiment, 
under Colonel Stewart, and 500 seamen, under Captain 
Fremantle, should storm the largest of the crown batteries. 
These plans, however, were many of them frustrated by 
the accidents which happened. At 9h. 30m. (wind south- 
east), the pilots assembled on board the Elephant, when 
their want of knowledge and indecision became evident, 
and it would have been well had the opinion of Captain 
Hardy been taken. However, the signal was made to 
weigh. The Edgar led, and the Agamemnon was to have 
followed her ; but the wind being scant, and a strong tide 
running, the latter found it impossible to get round the 
southern end of the shoal, and atter two or three attempts 
was compel]^d to anchor. The Polyphemus then became 
the second ship, followed by the Isis. The Bellona, 
owinff to the i^orance of her pilot-^although she had 
rounded the point — got ashore on the mid(Se ground, 
about 450 yaras from the rear of the Danish line, where, 
however, she was within reach of the enemy's shot. The 
Bussell following her leader very closely, also grounded 
with her jib-boom almost over the Bellona's taflrail. 

*' The Elephant, bearing Lord Nelson's flag, was the 
next ship, but in opposition to the pilots, on observing the 
accident to two oi his ships. Lord Nelson ordered the 
Elephant's helm to be put a-starboard, and she passed to 
the westward, and on the larboard side of the Bellona. 
The remaining ships following the same course, succeeded 
in getting {jbto action. At lOh. the firing commenced; 
but the snips prinoipally engaged for the flrst half hour 
were the Polyphemus, lisis, E(^ar, Monarch, and Ardent. 
At llh. dOm. the Glatton, Eleplmnt, Gtmges, and Defiancey 
US well as several of the smaller ressels; had reached 
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their RCYoral stations ; and the D^nrSe, by directiiig i 
raking firo at tho ProYCBtccn, drew part of Tier attenbQa 
from tho Iflis, wliich latter ship, however. Buffered Toy 
Hcvoroly. Tho fltron^r tide proventcd the Jamaica and tlw 
^un-vcHHclfl from getting near cnouj^h to take part in tlie 
motion, nor did tho bombs perform much service. The 
ground! n^ of tho BcUona and KussoU, and the absence of 
tlie Agamemnon, occasioned some of the British ships to 
liavo more than one opponent. Tho Amazon suffered eon- 
sidcrably. Captain Biou having anchored her, with thne 
otiicr frigates and the sloops, abreast of the TrekroMr 
batU*ricB. 

''Tlie engagement had continued threo hours, and bo 
ship in tho Danish line liad ceased firinf(. On the other 
hund, signals of distress were flying on board the KnsseU 
anri J3ollona, and tho Agamemnon had hoiated that of in- 
abilitv. The Veteran, Defence, and SamillieB had been 
detached to reinforce Lord Nelson ; but their progress mn 
HO slow, that Sir Hyde Parker was induced to order the 
signal to l>e made to discontinue tho action. 

" Lord Nelson was at this time/' writes Colonel Stewart, 
" as ho liad been during the whole action, walking the 
starboard side of tlio quarter deck. Sometimes much 
animated, and at others heroically fine in hia observatiooi. 
A shot through tlio mainmast knocked a few splinten 
about UR. He obsc^rved to me, with a smile, ' It is wann 
work, and this day may be the last to any of us st s 
moment;' and then stopping short at the gangway, he 
U8(>d an ex])r(>H8ion never to do erased from my xnemoij, 
and said wit II emotion, — 'but mark you, I would not be 
(tlHOwhorf; for thousands 1 ' When the signal No. 39 wu 
made, the signal-lieutenant reported it to him. fie eon- 
tin ued his walk, and did not appear to take notice of it. 
The Ji(*utennnt meeting his lordslup at the next turn, asked 
wliether he should rei>eat itP Lord Nelson answered. 
'No; acknowledge it.' On the officer returning to the poop, 
his lordship called after him, ' Is No. 10 (for close action) 
still hoisted F ' The lieutenant answered in the affirmatiTv*. 
l/)rd Nelson said, ' Mind you keep it so.' Ho now walked 
the deck considerably agitated — wiiich was also known by 
his moving tho stump of his right arm. After a turn or 
two, he said to me m a ouick manner, *Do you know 
what's shown on board the Commander-in-chief. No. 39?' 
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On asking him wliat it meant, he answered, — * Why, to 
leave off action ! Leave off action,' he repeated— and then 
added with a shrug, 'Now damn me if I do !* He then 
observed, I beheve to Captain Foley, — * You know, Foley, 
I have only one eye — ^I have a right to be blind sometimes ;* 
and then with an archness peculiar to his character, put- 
ting the glass to his blind eye, he exclaimed,-^*! really do 
not see the signal' This remarkable signal was therefore 
only acknowledged on board the Eleplmnt, not repeated. 
Admiral Graves did the latter, not being able to distin- 
guish the Elephant's conduct : and, either by a fortunate 
accident, or intentionally. No. 16 was not hauled down." 

It has been confidently argued by Southey, and ad- 
mitted by Mr. James, that Sir JSyde Parker, m making 
this signal left it to Nelson to do as he pleased, and that it 
Vas^omy tantamount to a permission to retire, if the enemy 
was found too strong. This supposition, however, cannot 
be received by professional men. The signal book was 
before him, and Sir Hyde could have tSegraphe^ his 
"permission" in a more inteUigible way; but the signal 
of recall was peremptory, and Nelson disobeyed it at the 
peril of his commission. Success took it out of Sir Hyde 
Parker's power to vindicate the rules of the service, nad 
he been (which we do not think he was), inclined to do so ; 
but it is extremely questionable if failure would have been 
an equally good palliative of disobedience. 

The frigates, in obedience to the signal, hauled off from 
the Crown batteries ; and the Amazon became exposed to 
their heavy fire, by which Captain Biou was cut in two, 
and many others added to the slain. At Ih. 30m. p.m., 
the firing of the Danes slackened, and before 2h. it had 
ceased in all the ships astern of the Zealand ; but none of 
the vessels would allow the British to take possession; 
and as the boats approached for that purpose, they were 
fired at by the Danes, continually reinforced from the 
shore. This extraordinary mode of warfare irritated Lord 
Nelson, who was almost induced to order the fire-shi^s in 
to bum the surrendered vessels ; but he first determined 
to try the effect of negotiation, by addressing a letter to 
the Crown f^ce of Denmark. His lordship s letter ran 
thus : — "Vice-Admiral Lord Nelson has been commanded 
to spare Denmark, when no longer resisting. The line of 
defence which covered her shores has atcwst t^ \k^"Sf6i»^ 

K 
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flag ; but if the firing is continued on the part of Den- 
mark, he must set on fire all the prizes that he has taken, 
without having the power of saving the men who hare 
so nobly defended them. The brave Danes are the bro- 
thers, and should never be the enemies of England." A 
wafer was handed his lordship for the letter; bnt with 
that coolness and ability which ever distingniahed him^ 
he remarked that this wajB no time to appear hurried and 
informal, and ordered a candle to be Drought from, the 
cockpit.* His lordship sealed the letter with wax, affixing 
a larger impression than usual. Sir Frederick Theaiger 
(a young commander, acting as one of Lord Nelaon't 
aides-de-camp) was then despatched on shore with the let- 
ter and a flag of truce, and meeting the Crown Prince at 
the sally port, delivered the letter. 

In the meantime, the cannonade was continued bj the 
Defiance, Monarch, and Ganges, which, in a short time, 
silenced the Indosforethen, Holstein, and the ships next 
them in the Danish line. The approach of the Defence, 
Hamillies, and Veteran, also rendered the case of the Danes 
hopeless. The great Crown battery, however, having been 
remforced with 1,600 men, continued firing ; and it was 
deemed advisable to withdraw the ships from before it^ 
while the wind continued fair. Preparations were mwlHng 
for carrying this into efiect, when the Danish adjutant- 
general, Lindholm, appeared bearine^ a flag of truce, upon 
which the action, wnich had raged incessantly for four 
hours, totally ceased. The message from the Crown Prince 
was to inquire the precise object of LordNelson's note, when 
the latter repHed, m writing, that humanity was his object ; 
that he consented to stay hostilities ; that the wounded 
Danes should be taken on shore ; that he would take bis 
prisoners out of the vessels, and bum or carry oflT tlie 
prizes as he thought fit ; and concluded by expressing a 

* Thii) anecdote received the following corroboration from tlM 
lato Mr. Thomas Wallis, who was puTHcr of the Elephant : — "Lord 
Nolflon wrote the note at the casing of the rudder-nc«d, and as ha 
wrote I took a copy, both of us standing. The origbial wi 
into an envelope, and sealed with his arms. At first, I was 
to seal it with a wafer, but he would not allow this to be _ 
observing that it must be sealed, or the enemy would fMny n 
written and sent in a hurry. The man I sent mIow for a lisht 
returned, for be was killed on his way."— Nicolas. 
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hope tliat the yictory he had gained would lead to a reoon- 
cihation between tne two countries. This answer beinf 
returned, the final adjustment of the terms was referrea 
to the commander-in-chief. " During the interval, the 
British ships were moved from their stations in the line> 
in doing which several grounded; the Elephant and 
Defiance, in particular, remained fast for many hours, 
about a mile from the Trekroner battery. 

The table shows the loss sustained by the ships of the 
British squadron, in the order in which they entered the 
action : — 



Ships. 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


Bliip& 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


D^ir^ 

Russell 

Bfellona 

Polyphemus . . 
Isis 


11 
6 
33 
31 
30 
18 
10 


4 
6 

72 
25 
88 
111 
64 
37 
13 


Brought forward 

Ganges 

Monarch 

Defiance 

Amazon 

Blanche 

Alcm^ne 

Dart ....«-... 

Total 


139 

7 

66 

24 

14 

7 

5 

3 


420 

1 

164 

51 

28 

9 

19 

1 


Edgar 

Ardent 

Glatton 

Elephant .... 

Carried forward 


255 • 


688 


139 


42i0 



The following are the names of the officers killed and 
wounded :— 

D^sir^e : Lieut. Andrew Xing, wounded. Bellona : Cap- 
tain Thompson (leg amputated), Lieuts. Thomas Wilks and 
Thomas Southey, Master's Mate James Emerton, Mid- 
shipmen John Anderson, Edward Daubeney, William 
Sitford, and WiUiam Eicg, wounded. Polyphemus : Mid- 
shipman James Bell, killed; Boatswain Edward Burr» 
wounded. Isis : Master, Daniel Lamond, lieut. of ma- 
rines, Henry Long, Midshipmen George M'Slinlay and 
Thomas Bam, killed ; Lieut, of marines Kichard Cormack, 
Midshipmen Eeuben Pain, Simon Eraser, and Charles 
Jones, wounded. Edgar : Lieut. Edmund Johnson, and 
Lieut, of marines Benjamin Spencer, killed; Lieuts. 
Joshua Johnson and WilUam Goldfinch, Midahipmen Tho- 
mas Ghihagan, William Whymper, James Badge, Peter 
Proctor, and William Domett, wounded. Ardent : Mid- 
diipman George Hoare, killed. Glatton : Lieutenaat Wil- 

K 2 
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liam Tindall, Master's Mate Eobert Thompsony Midship- 
man Jolin Williams, wounded. Elephant : Cftptain James 
Bawden, of the rifle corps, and Master's Mate HenfT 
Yaulden, killed; Midshipmen Eobert Gill and Hogn 
Mitchell, wounded. Ganges: Master Hobert 8teimt» 
killed. Monarch. : Captain Mosse, killed ; lieut. Wflliam 
Minchin, Boatswain William Joy, Midshipmen Hemj 
Swimmer, William Johnson Bowes, Thomas Hariowe, 
George Morgan, and Philip Le Yesconte, Lieuta . Janes 
Mame, of the marines, and James Dennis, of the 40ftk 
regt., wounded. Defiance: Lieut. George Gray, killed; 
Midshipman James Galloway, wounded ; Boatswain Lewis 
Fatcrson, Clerk Harry Niblet. Amazon : Captain lUoa, 
Midshipman Hon. George Tucket, Clerk Joseph Bose, 
killed ; Master's Mates James Haryey and Philip Horn, 
wounded. Alcm^ne : Acting Lieut. Henry Baker, Lient 
of marines Charles Meredith, Boatswain Charles Chonsh, 
Master's Mate George A. Spearing, wounded. Part: 
Lieut. Bichard Edwin Sandys, wounded. 

The above is the official return, and does not include the 
slightly woundedTwhich amounted to a great many. Of 
those numbered amongst the wounded a large proportion 
were dangerously, and many mortally ; and Mr. James 
estimates that on the whole the British loss may be thni 
stated — at killed and mortally wounded, 360 ; reooyerably 
and slightly, 850. It is quite evident that so heavy a loss 
could only have resulted from cool and steady firing on 
the part of the Danes, who did not aim at dismasting the 
British ships ; indeed only one ship (the Glatton) lost a 
topmast. Heveral ships liad guns disabled. The loss on 
board the Danish ships, according to the very lowest 
estimate, amounted to between 1,600 and 1,800 men killed 
and wounded, and probably far exceeded the highest of 
these numbers. 

The official details of this action are thus given in the 
letters of Sir Hyde Parker and Lord Nelson : the former 
was dated April 6, 1801 :— 

" You will be pleased to ac(][uaint the Lords Commis* 
sioners of the Admiralty, that since my letter of the 23rd 
of March, no opportunity of wind offered for going up the 
Sound until the 25tli, when the wind shifted in a most 
violent squaU, from the S.W. to the N.W. and N., and 
blew with such violence and so great a sea, as to render it 
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impossible for any sliip to have weighed lier anchor. The 
wind and sea were even so violent as to oblige manjahips 
to let ^0 a second anchor to prevent them from dtriving, 
notwithstanding thej were nding with two cables an 
end ; and by the morning, the wind veered afain to the 
sonUiward of west. On the 30th of last month, the wind 
having come to the northward, we passed into the Sound 
with the fleet, but not before I haa assured myself of the 
hostile intentions of the Danes to oppose our passage, as 
the papers, marked No. 1, 2, 3, and 4, will prove ;* after 

* The papers alluded to were the following : — 

" London, in the Cattegat, March 27. 
** From the hostile transaction of the court of Denmark, in send- 
ing away his Britannic Majesty's charg^ d'afyres, the commander- 
in-chief of his Majesty's fleet is anxious to know what the determi- 
nation of the Danish court is, and whether the commanding officer 
of Cronenburg Castle has received orders to fire upon the British 
fleet as they pass into the Sound, as he must deem the firing of the 
first gun a declaration of war on the part of Denmark. 

(Signed) "H. Parker." 

[Tiunslation. — ^Answer. ] 

" Cronberg, March 28. 

"In answer to the admiral's honoured leitter, I have to inform 
him that no orders are given to fire on the English fleet ; an express 
is gone to Copenhagen, and should any orders be sent, I shall im- 
mediately send an officer on board to- inform the admiral. 

(Signed) "Stricker, Governor." 
# 

[TramkUion*'] 

" Cronberg Castle, March 28. 

" In answer to your excellency's letter, which I did not receive 
till the following ^y, at half-past eight, I have the honour to inform 
you, that his Majesty, the king of Denmark, did not send away the 
charg6 d'affitires, but that upon his own demand he obtained a 
passport. As a soldier, I cannot meddle with politics, but I am not 
at liD«*ty to suffer a fleet, whose intentions are not yet known, to 
approach the guns of the castle which I have the honour to com- 
mand. In case yoiu' excellency should think proper to make any 
proposals to his Majesty, tiie King of Denmark, I wish to be in- 
formed thereof, before the fleet approaches nearer to the castle. An 
explicit answer is desired. 

(Signed) "STRlCKfiR." 

" On board the London, March 29, One a.m. 
" In answer to your excellency's note, just hon? Tec«CT^,^^^QsAsst- 
signed has only to reply that, finding the mVATi\*\oTA oi ^^ ^sio^oc^ w. 
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tIliB interconrse there could be no doubt remaining of 
their' determination to resist. After anchoring aboat 
fite or six miles from the island of Huen, I reconnoitred 
with Vice- Admiral Lord Nelson, and Hear-Admiral Grares, 
the formidable line of ships, radeaus, pontoons, galleys, 
£re-Bhip8, and gun-boats, flanked and supported bj exten- 
sire batteries, on the two islands called the Crowns, the 
largest of which was mounted with from fifty to sercnty 
pieces of cannon ; these were again commanded bj two 
ships of seventy guns, and a large frigate in the inner road 
of Copenhagen, and two sixty -four ^un ships, without 
masts, were moored on the flat, on the starbord side of 
the entrance into the arsenal. The day after, the wind 
being southerly, we again examined their position, and 
came to the resolution of attacking them from the south- 
ward. Yice-Admiral Lord Nelson having offered his 
services for conducting the attack, had, some days before 
we entered the Sound, shifted his fla^ to the Elephant; and 
after having examined and buoyca the outer channel of 
the Middle Ground, his lordship proceeded with twelve 
ships of the line, all the frigates, bombs, fbe-ships, and all 
the small vessels ; and that evening anchored ofl* Draco 
Point, to make his disposition for the attack, and wait for 
the wind to the southward. It was agreed between us 
that the remaining shipft with me should weigh at the 
same moment his lordship did, and menace the Crown 
batteries : and the four ships of the line that lay at the 
entrance of the arsenal, as also to cover our disabled ships 
as they came out of action. 

** I have now the honour to inclose a copy of Vicc- 
Adnural Lord Nelson's report to me of the action of the 
2nd instant. His lordship has stated so fully the whole of 
his proceedings on that day, as onl}^ to leave mo the 
opportunity to testify my entire acquiescence and testi- 

Donmark to he hostile against his Britatmic MajoHty, ho ro^farrht the 
answer as a doclaration of war, and thorofore, ru^ooahlo U) hU in- 
structions, can no longer refrain from Iiostilities, however reptif^iant 
it may be to his feelingB ; hut at the same time will be really to 
attend to any propo«als of the court of Denmark for restoring the 
former amity and friendship, which had for so many years sulisisted 
between the two courts. 

(Signed) " H. Parker. 
" His Exo«Ilenoy the GoTemor of 
"CronbergOastls." 
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mony of the bravery and intrepidity with which the action 
was supported throughout the line. Was it possible for 
me to add anything to the well-earned renown of Lord 
Nelson, it would beHby asserting, that his exertions, great 
as they have heretofore been, never were carried to a 
higher pitch of zeal for his country's service. I have only 
to lament, that the sort of attacic, confined within an in- 
tricate and narrow passage, excluded the ships particularly 
under my command, from the opportunity or exhibiting 
their valour ; but I can with ereat truth assert, that the 
same spirit and zeal animated me whole of the fleet, and I 
trust that the contest in which we are engaged, will, on 
some future day, afford them an occasion of showing that 
the whole were inspired with the same spirit, had the 
field been sufficiently extensive to have brought it into 
action. 

** It is with the deepest concern I mention the loss of 
Captains Mosse and JSiou, two very brave and gallant 
officers, and whose loss, as I am well informed, will be 
sensibly felt by the families they have left behind them ; 
the former a wife and children, the latter an aged mother. 
From the known gallantry of Sir Thomas Thompson, on 
former occasions, ttie naval service will have to regret the 
loss of the future exertions of that brave officer, whose leg 
was shot off. For all other particulars, I beg leave to 
refer their lordships to Captain Otway, who was with 
Lord Nelson in the latter part of the action, and able to 
answer any questions that may be thought necessary to 
put to him." 

The letter of Lqrd Nelson to the commander-in-chief 
briefly recapitulated the events of the day : — 

" Elephant, 3rd April. 

"In obedience to your directions to report the pro- 
ceedings of the squadron named in the margin,* which 
you did me the honour to place under my command, I 
beg leave to inform you, that having, by the assistance of 
that able officer Captain Biou, and the imremitting exer- 
tions of Captain Brisbane, and the masters of the Amazon 
and Cruiser in particular, buoyed the channel of the 
Outer deep, and the position of the Middle Ground, the 
squadron passed in safety, and anchored off Draco the 

* For which see p. 156, ante. 
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erening of tlie first ; and that yesterday morning I made 
the signal for the squadron to weigh and engage the 
Danish line, consisting of six sail of the line, eleren 
floating batteries, mounting from twenty-six 24-ponnd0n 
to eighte'en 18-poandcrs, and one bomb-ship, besides 
schooner gun-vessels. These were supported hv the 
CVown islands, mounting eighty-eight cannon, ana four 
sail of the line moored in the harbour's mouth, and some 
batteries on the island of Amak. The bomb-yessels and 
schooner made their escape, the other seventeen sail are 
sunk, burnt, or taken, bemg the whole of the Danish line 
to the southward of the Crown islands, after a battle of 
four hours. 

** From the very intricate navigation, the Bellona and 
Bussel unfortunately grounded, but although not in the 
situation assigned them, yet so placed as to be of great 
Befvice, The Agamemnon could not weather the shoal of 
the Middle, and was obliged to anchor; but not the 
smallest blame can be attached to Captain Fancourt ; it 
was an event to which all the ships were liable. These 
accidents prevented the extension of our line bv the three 
ships before mentioned, who would, I am conndent, have 
silenced the Crown islands, the two other ships in the 
harbour's mouth, and prevented the heavy loss in the 
Defiance and Monarch, and which, unhappdy, threw the 
gallant and good Captain Biou (to whom I Kad given the 
command of the frigates and sloops named in the margin,* 
to assist in the attack of the ships at the harbour's mouth) 
under a heavy fire ; the consequence has been the deatn 
of Captain Biou, and many brave officers and men in the 
frigates and sloops. The bombs took their stations abreast, 
of the Elephant, and threw some shells into the arsenal. 
Captain Sose, who volunteered his services to direct the 
ffun-bri|^s, did everything that was possible to get them 
forward, but the current was too strong for them to be of 
service during the action ; but not the less merit is due to 
Captain Hose, and I believe all the officers and crews of 
the gun-brigs, for their exertions. The boats of those 
ships of the fleet that were not ordered on the attack, 
afforded us every assistance, and the officers and men who 
were in them merited my warmest approbation. The 

* Blanche, Alcmkio, Durt, A.rrow, Zei>hyr, and Ottor. 
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D^ir^ took her station in raking the southernmost 
Danish ship of the line, and performed the greatest 
service. 

" The action began at five minutes past ten. The van, 
led by Captain George Murraj, of the Edgar, was as well 
followed up hj every captam, officer, and man in the 
squadron. It is my duty to state to you the high and 
distinguished merit and gallantry of Bear- Admiral Graves. 
To Captain Foley, who permitted me the honour of 
hoisting my fla^ in the Elephant, I feel under the greatest 
obligations ; his advice was necessary on many important 
occasions during the battle. I be^ leave to express how 
much I feel indebted to every captam, officer ana man, for 
their zeal and distinguished bravery on this occasion. 
The honourable Colonel Stewart did me the favour to be 
on board the Elephant, and himself, with every other 
officer and soldier under his orders, shared with pleasux^ 
the toils and dangers of the day. The loss in such a 
battle has necessarily been very heavy. Among many 
other brave officers and men who were killed, I have with 
sorrow to place the name of Captain Mosse, of the 
Monarch, wno has left a wife and six children to lament 
his loss ; and among the wounded that of Captain Sir 
Thomas B. Thompson, of the Bellona.'' 

The official account of the engagement transmitted to 
his Boyal Highness the Crown Pnnce by the Danish com- 
mander-in-chief, Olfert Fischer, was as follows : — 

" On the 1st of April, at half-past three in the after- 
noon, two divisions of the Englisn fleet, under the com- 
mand of Vice- Admiral Lord Nelson, and a rear-admiral, 
weighed anchor and stood eastward and by south of the 
middle passage of the road, where they anchored. This 
force consisted of twelve ships of the line and several 
large frigates, gun-boats, and other smaller vessels, in all 
thirty-one sail. 

" On the 2nd of April, at three-quarters past nine in 
the morning, the wind S.E., both the vessels to the south 
and those to the north of the Middle Boad weighed 
anchor, the ships of the line aad heavy frigates under 
Lord Nelson, steered for the Konigstiefe, to take their 
station in order along the line of defence confided to me. 
The gun-boats and small vessels took their station nearer 
to the town, and the division of Admiral Parker, consist- 
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mg of ei^ht ships of the line and some small Teasels^ 
steered with a press of sail southwards, to the right wing 
of defence. 

" At half-past ten the foremost ships of Admiral Nel- 
son's division passed the southernmost ships of the line of 
defence. I gave those ships that were within shot the 
signal for battle. The block-ships Provesieen and Yagrien, 
and immediately after these tne Jutland, between which 
and the block-snip Dannebroe^, the leading English, ship 
(of seventy-four guns), fixed her station, by throwing oat 
one of her rear-anchors, obeyed the signal by a well- 
directed and well-supported me. By degrees tne rest of 
the ships came up, and as they sailed past on both sides 
of the ships already at anchor, they formed a thick line, 
which, as it stretched northwards to the ship of the line, 

S3 Zealand, engaged not more than two-tnirds of the 
e of defence committed to me ; while the Three Crowns 
battery, and the block-ships Elephant and Mars, with the 
firigate Hielperen, did not come at all into the action. 

** In half an hour the battle was general. Ten ships of 
the line, among which was one of eighty guns, the rest 
chiefly seventy-fours, and from six to eight frigates, on 
the one side ; on the other, seven block-ships, of which 
only one of seventy-four ^uns, the rest of sixt]^-four and 
under, two frigates, and six small vessels. Tms was the 
respective strength of the two parties. The enemy had 
on the whole two ships to one, and the block-ship Prove- 
steen had, besides a snip of the line and the rear-admiral, 
two frigates against her, by which she was raked the 
whole time without being able to return a shot. 

" If I only recapitulate, historically, what your high- 
ness, and along witn you a great portion of the citizens of 
Denmark and Europe have soon, I maj venture to call 
that an unequal combat, which was mamtained and sup- 
ported for four hours and a half, with unexampled courage 
and effect, in which the fire of the superior force waa so 
much weakened for an hour before the end of the battle, 
that several English ships, and particularly Lord Nelaon's, 
were obliged to fire only single shots ; that this hero him- 
self, in the middle and very heat of the battle, sent a flag 
of truce on shore, to propose a cessation of hostilities ; ifl 
add, that it was announced to me that two English ahips 

^ flia line had struck, \Axt benn^ v^V^S^''^ ^ ^^ * ' 



JET. 42.] LIFE 07 LOBD NELSON. 171 

ance of fresh ships, again hoisted their flags ; I may, in 
such circumstances, be permitted to say, and I believe I 
may appeal to the enemy's own confession, that in this 
engagement Denmark's ancient naral reputation blazed 
forth with such incredible splendour, that I thank heaven 
aU Europe are the witnesses of it. 

" Yet the scale, if not equal, did not decline far to the 
disadvantage of Denmark. The ships that were first and 
most obstinately attacked, even surrounded by the enemy, 
the incomparable Provesteen, fought till aunost all her 
guns were dismounted. But these vessels were obliged to 
give way to superior force, and the Danish fire ceased 
along the whole line from north to south. 

** At half-past eleven the Dannebrog ship of the line, 
which lay alongside Admiral Nelson, was set on fire. I 
repaired with my flag on board the Holstein of the Uae, 
belonging to the north wing. But the Dannebrog long 
kept her flag flying in spite of this disaster. At the end 
of the battle she had 270 men killed and wounded. 

" At half-past two the Holstein was so shattered, and 
had so many killed and wounded, and so many guns dis- 
mounted, that I then carried the pennant to be hoisted 
• instead of my flag, and went on shore to the battery of 
the Three Crowns, from which I commanded the north 
wing, which was slightly engaged with the division of 
Admiral Parker till about four o'clock, when I received 
orders from your Eoyal Highness to put an end to the 
engagement. 

"Thus the quarter of the line of defence from the 
Three Crowns to the frigate Hielperen was in the po^^ 
of the enemy, and the Hielperen thus finding herself 
alone, sHpped her cables, ana steered to SterbSn. The 
ship Elven, after she had received many shots in her hull, 
ana had her masts and rigging shot away, and a great 
number killed and woimded, repeated within the Crowns. 
The gun-boats Nyborg and Aggershuus, which last towed 
the former away when near siiling, ran ashore ; and the 
Grenier floating battery, which had sufiered much, toge- 
ther with the block-ship Danneborg, shortly after the 
battle blew up. 

"Besides tne visible loss the enemy have sufiered, I 
am convinced their loss in killed and wounded is consi- 
derable. The advantage the enem-j \yaN© %«a\ft^\s^ ^^sveo: 
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Tictory, too, consists moreljr in sliips wluch are not fit for 
use, in spiked cannon, and in gunpowder damaged hj sea- 
water. 

"The number of killed and wounded cannot yet be 
exactly ascertained; but I calculate it from sixteen to 
eighteen hundred men. Among the former it is with 
ffnef that I mention the captains of the block-ship Indos- 
K>retten, and the frigate Cronberg, Captain Thura, and 
First-lieutenant Hauch, with several other brave officers ; 
amon^ the wounded the commander of the Dannebrog^ 
who, Besides other wounds, has lost his right hand. 

** I want expressions to do justice to the imexampled 
courage of the officers and crews. The battle itselT can 
alone enable you to form an idea of it." 

" The heat of the action," says Southey, ** was over, 
and that kind of feeling which tne surrounding scene of 
havoc' was so well fitted, to produce pressed heavily upon 
Nelson's exhausted spirits. The sky had suddenly become 
overcast; white flags were waving from the mastheads 
of so many shattered ships : — the slaughter had ceased, 
but the grief was to come ; for the account of the dead 
was not yet made up, and no man could tell for what 
friends he might have to mourn. The very silence which. ^ 
follows the sensation of such a battle becomes a weight * 
upon the heart at first rather than a relief; and though, 
the work of mutual destruction was at an end, the Danne- 
broff was at this time drifting about in fiames. Presently 
she olew up ; while our boats, which had put ofi* in aU 
directions to assist her, were endeavouring to mck up her 
d«roted mew, few of whom could be saved. The fate of 
these men, after the gallantry they had displayed, parti- 
cularly aficcted Nelson ; for there was nothing in this 
action of that indignation against the enemy, and that im- 
pression of retributive justice, which at the Nile had 
given a sterner temper to his mind, and a sense of austere 
delight in beholding the vengeance of which he was the 
appointed minister. The Danes were an honourable foe ; 
tney were of English mould as well as English blood ; and 
now that the battle had ceased he regarded them rather 
as brethren than as enemies. There was another reflec- 
tion also which mingled with these melancholy thoughts 
and predisposed him to receive them. He was not here 
master of nis own movements, as at Egypt; he had won 
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the day by disobeying his orders ; and in so far as he had 
been successful had convicted the commander-in-chief of 
an error in judgment. * Well,* said he, as he left the 
Elephant, ' I have fought contrary to orders, and I shall 
perhaps be hanged. Never mind, let them.' " 

Nelson's services had, however, been of too brilliant 
and successful a character to incur even a momentary cen- 
sure, and if any such idea was seriously entertained by 
him it was immediately removed by his reception- on board 
the London, wl^ther he was repairing. Sir Hyde Parker, 
whatever he might have felt, expressed to Nelson his com- 
plete satiafaction and gratefdl acknowledgments. It was 
agreed that there shomd be a suspension of hostilities for 
twenty-four hours — ^that the prizes should be peacefully 
yielded up by the Danes, and the wounded Danes sent on 
shore. This latter, though apparently a concession, was 
in fact imperative, for the Danes had provided no sur- 
geons on board their ships, in consequence of which the 
mutilated and wounded^^ sufferers were lying upon the 
decks of the prizes bleeding to death ! 

All night the beats of the fleet were actively employed 
bringing out the Danes and getting the grounded ships 
afloat. Nelson had meanwhile gone on board the Saint 
G«orge to sleep, but at daybreak on the morning of the 
3rd returned in his g[ig to the Elephant, which to his satis- 
faction he found again afloat. After partaking of a hasty 
breakfast he turned his attention to tne prizes. The 74* 
finm ship Zealand, which was the last to surrender, had 
oiifted on a shoal under the Trekroner, and trusting to 
the protection that battery tould afford, the commander 
declmed to yield her up as a prize. Having ordered a 
brig and three launches to approach the Zealaud, Nelson 
proceeded on board the Ha^en, one of the Danish radeaus, 
mtending to oommxmicate with Commodore Fischer, whose 
broad pendant was flying on board the Elephanten. Ihe 
Hagen was in command of an old West Indian acquain- 
tance — ^Lieutenant Miiller. Nelson uninvited went on 
board, and acted with such ability and politeness towards 
his old'friend and the officers assembled, that he not only 
gained his point with respect to the Zealand, but acquired 
tkeir goodwill and adnuration. The Zealand was soon 
afterwards towed off the bank by her captors, to the ex- 
treme mortificatioiL of the Danes—who were still un« 



I74i tlVB OF LOBD VBLfOir. [180t 

willing to allow theiusclres conquered. It was resolred 
that In elsoQ Bhould wait oa the crown prince on the fol- 
lowing day. 

On tho afternoon of the 4ih his lordship, attended br 
CaptainR Frcmantlc and Hardy, accordingly landed, ana 
was received with every mark of attention. The feelings 
of tho populace were of a mingled kind — admirationt 
curiosity, grief, and displeasure. A strong guard pro- 
tected JNcIhou from any unpleasant demonstration, wnile 
his boldness in venturing among his late enemies go toon 
after the great calamity no had occasioned inspired them 
with a sort of awe. ISever before had a shot been fired 
upon tlic inhabitants of Copenhagen in anf|;er, uid now 
their town had been in great part mvolved m their fleet's 
destruction. It must have appeared the height of rash- 
ness ; but Nelson knew no consideration paramount to his 
duty to his country, and which he thought demanded his 
presence on shore. So careless was ho of his personal 
safety, that although a carriage had been nrovided to 
convey him to the palace of the crown prince ne declined 
the ouer. After dming with his royal highness he opened 
the subject of the negotiation, but it tooK several days to 
settle tne various points in dispute. In the meanwhils 
the British were actively employed removing and destror- 
ing the prizes, and in refitting the ships, so as to be retiaj 
to renew the action. 

On the 9th Lord Nelson went on shore again, aocom- 
panied by General Lindholm, Colonel Stewart, Captain 
Kdwurd Thomborough Parker, the Beverend Mr. AooIX, 
his lordship's chaplain, Slc,, He was escorted to the 
palace, but was no longer the object of suppressed disap- 
probation to the crowd. The commissioners appointed to 
arranj^e the business immediately entered on their task. 
Anticipation of the displeasure of Itussia was a great point 
to bo overcome with the Danes. The seventh article, pro- 
posing an armistice of sixteen weeks, was objected to oa 
that score, upon which Nelson, with more bluntnesa than 
diplomacy, stated that his reason for requiring so long a 
term was, in order that he might have time to act against 
the Bussian fleet before retiumin^ to them. The pdnt 
not bein^ acceded to on either side, one of the Danish 
oonunissioners hinted at the renewal of hostilities m ths 
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altematiye. Nelson, who understood French snffioiently 
well to comprehend the meaning of the obserration, turned 
to one of his friends, and said, with warmth, " Eenew hos- 
tilities ! Tell him we are ready at a moment ; read^ to 
bombard this very night." The commissioner apologised, 
and the conference went on more amicably. The meeting 
broke up at two o'clock. The duration of the armistice 
could not, however, be adjusted, and the point was re- 
ferred to the crown prince. 

A levee was consequently held in one of the state rooms, 
the whole of which were without furniture, from the 
apprehension of a bombardment. Thev then proceeded 
to a grand dinner, the prince leading the way. Nelson, 
leaning on the arm of a friend, whispered, — " Though I 
have only one eye, I see all this will Tbum very well ; " — 
the bombardment was evidently uppermost in his mind. 
Nelson sat at the prince's right nana, and much cordiality 
prevailed throughout the entertainment. The disputed 
Article was at length arranged by substituting ** fourteen" 
for sixteen weeks. 

Nelson on this occasion bore noble testimony to the 
heroic and protracted defence of the Danes. He eulogised 
their conduct in the lughest terms, and declared to the 
prince that this had been the most tremendous action in 
which he had ever been engaged* He particularly named 
a gallant youth. Lieutenant V illenoes, who conmianded a 
floating battery, or, more, properly speaking, raft ; for it 
was loosely constructed of a number of spars bolted to- 

§ ether, and overlaid with a platform upon which to work 
tie Sims. It was simply a square breastwork full of 
Sort-noles, and without masts, and was named Grenier's 
oat. The skill and effect with which the raft was managed 
in the heat of the action attracted the attention of Lord 
N^bR)n. He particularly requested to be introduced to 
the officer — a stripling of seventeen ; and this being com- 
plied with, he greeted him with much warmth, and, tum- 
mff tothe prince, said, ''He ought to be made an admiral." 
The prince replied, " If I were to make all my brave officers 
admurals, I should have no lieutenants left. ' 

Sir Hyde Parker, considering that it would cost more 
to flt the prizes for sea than they were worth, ordered 
them, with the exception of the UoisUaix, sixty-four, to 
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be burnt. The Zealand, the finest of the ships, was in 
tolerably good condition, and her destruction gare mndi 
dissatisiacfcion to the gallant captors. 

The honours awaitmg Nelson and his darine band, were 
wholly incommensurate with the service performed. No 
gold medals were granted, and the city of liondon omitted 
to pay the usual tribute of its ad.miration— a fact of 
which Nelson did not forget to remind the lord major on 
a subsequent occasion. Lord Nelson was created a yis- 
count, the commanders were posted, and senior lieatenaats 
of the ships engaged made commanders. Bear-admiral 
Grayes was made a knight of the Bath, the inyestitnra 
taking place on board the St. George. The thai^ of 
both Houses of Parliament were yoted on the 16tli of 
April. In the House of Lords, Earl St. Vincent declared 
that the conduct of the officers engaged in the expe^tion 
had far surpassed anything that was to be found in the 
glorious annals of the JBritisn nayj. The duke of Clarence 
highly complimented [Lord Nelson on his skill and in- 
trepiaity, wnich fortune seemed to back in eyery enterprise 
in which he was engaged. Lord Hood said he ooula not 
content himself with ^ying a silent yote ; because he had 
been personally conymcea, while he had the honour of 
haying those two illustrious officers (Lord Nelson and Sir 
Hyde Parker) serving under him, that it was impossible 
there could be two more courageous and able commandant 
or who were more zealous in tneir country's cause. The 
tribute paid in the House of Commons was not less flat- 
tering. Mr. Addingtou, who moyed the thanks of the 
house, declared that ** no action had taken place in the 
course of the war which had contributed more to sustain 
the character, or to add to the lustre of the British 
arms. Great as was the courage and skill which had 
formerly been displayed by this ulustrious comnumdir at 
Aboukir, it was no greater than that which had been 
exhibited in the attack upo;i the fleet moored for the 
defence of Copenhagen. But this was not all. After the 
line of defence was destroyed, and while a tremendous 
fire was still continued. Lord Nelson retired to his cabint 
and addressed a letter to the Prince Boyal of Denmark. 
He Uien asked that a flag of truce might be permitted to 
land, adding, at the same time, that if this was denied, he 
must be obliged to demolish the floating batteziea that 
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were in his power ; and that, in such case, he could not 
answer for the lives of the brave men by whom they had 
been defended. To the answer which required to know 
the motive of such a measure, his reply was — ^that his 
only motive was huinanity ; that his wish was to prevent 
the farther effusion of blood ; and that no victory which 
he could possibly gain would afford him so much pleasure 
as would result from his being the instrument of restoring 
the amicable intercourse which had so long existed between 
his sovereign and the government of Denmark. The 
manner in which his lordship had spoken of Admiral 
Graves, Colonel Stewart, and the rest of the officers who 
had co-operated with him, showed the kindness of his 
nature, and the gallantry of his spirit." 

On the 9th of April, IN elson wrote to Earl St. Vincent : 
" Just returned from getting the armistice ratified. I am 
tired to death. None but those on the spot can tell what 
I have gone through, and do suffer. I make no scruple 
in saying that I would have been at B«vel fourteen days 
ago ; that without this armistice the fleet could never 
have gone but by order from the Admiralty, and with it I 
dare say we shall not go this week. I wanted Sir Hyde 
to let me at least go and cruise off Carlscrona to prevent 
l^e Bevel ships from getting in. I said I would not go to 
Sevel to take any of those laurels which I was sure he 
would reap there. Think for me, my dear lord, and if I 
have deserved well, let me retire ; if ill, for heaven's sake 
supersede me — fori cannot exist in this state." About the 
same time, or rather before, he evinced his care and anxiety 
for the interests of his officers and men. " Whether Sir 
Hyde Parker may menl^on the subject to you I know not, 
for he is rich and does not want it. Nor is it, you will 
believe me, from any desire I possess to get a few hundred 
potmds that actuates me in addressing this letter to you ; 
out justice to the brave officers and men who fought on 
l&at day. It is true our opponents were in hulks and 
floats, only adapted for the position they were placed in, 
but that made our battle so much the harder, and victory 
so much the more difficult to obtain. . I think the king 
should send a gracious message to the House of Commons 
for a gift to this fleet—rfor what must be the natural 
feelings of the officers and men belonging to it, to see 
their rich commande]>in-chief bitm all the fruits of their 

ft 
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yictory, wliicli if fitted up and sent to IE!ngUuid« as many 
of them might Lave been, would hare sold for a good 
round sum." 

In consequence of the exaggerated statements in Com- 
modore Fischer's letter,''*' and some other mis-atatementiy 
Lord Nelson addressed a letter to General Xdndholm, 
dated April 22nd, 1801. In it he sars, — " I am ready 
to admit, that many of the Danish omeera and men be- 
haved as well as men could do, and deserved not to be 
abandoned by their commander. I am justified in sayiiif 
this from Commodore Fischer's own declaration. In his 
letter ho states that, after he quitted the Dannebroff, ahe 
long contested the battle. If so, more shame for hun to 
^uit so many brave fellows. Sere was no manoeniTing ; 
it was downright fighting, and it was his duty to have 
shown an example of finnness becoming the niffh trust 
reposed in him. He went in such a hurry» if ne went 
before she struck (which but from his own dedaration I 
can hardly believe), that he forgot to take his broad pen- 
dant with him ; for both pendant and ensign were struck 
together, and it is from tnis circumstance that I claimed 
the commodore as a prisoner of war. He then went, as 
he said, on board the Holstein, the brave captain of which 
did not want him, where he did not hoist his pendant 
From this ship he went on shore either before or aftiar 
she struck, or he would have been again a prisoner. As 
to his nonsense about victory, his royal highness will not 
much credit him. I sunk, burnt, captured, or drove into 
the harbour the whole line of defence to the southward of 
tlio Crown islands. 

" He says he is told that two British ships struck. 
Why did he not take possession of them P The reason is 
clear — that he did not believe it. He must have known 
the falsity of the report, and that no fresh British shins 
did come near the ships engaged. He states that toe 
ship in which I had the honour to hoist my flaff fired 
latterly only single guns. It is true; for stea^ and 
cool were mv brave fellows, and I did not wish to throw 
away a single shot. He seems to exult that I sent on 
shore a fla^ of truce. Men of his description, if they are 
ever victonous, know not the feeling of numanity. You 

* Soo p. 169, anle. 
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know, and liis royal highness knovs, that the guns fired 
from the shore could only fire through the Danish ships 
which had surrendered, and that if I fired at the shore it 
could only be in the same manner. God forbid I 
should destroy a non-resisting Dane ! When they became 
my prisoners, I became their protector. Humanity alone 
could have been my object, but Mr. Fischer's carcase was 
safe, and he regarded not the sacred call of humani^. 
His royal highness thought as I did. It has brought 
about an armistice, which, I pray the Almighty, may brmg 
about a happy reconciliation oetween the ^o kingdoms. 

Greneral JLmdholm replied to Nelson's comments upon 
the Danish commodores letter, with much good taste. 
He vindicated his countryman in some points, and excused 
him upon others. He repudiated the idea of claiming 
as a victory that which he knew well was a defeat ; 
although far from being an inglorious one. " As to your 
lordship's motive for sending a fiag of truce," said the 
general, *' it can never be misconstrued ; and your subse- 
quent conduct has sufficiently shown that humanitv is 
always the companion of true valour. You have done 
more ; you have shown youiself a friend to the re-estabHsh* 
ment of peace and good harmony between this country 
and Great Britain. It is, therefore, with the sincerest 
esteem, I shall always feel myself attached to your 
lordship." 

On tne 12th of April, the fleet ujider Sir Hyde Parker 
sailed from Copenhagen, leaving the St. George and one 
or two frigates in the roads. To the surprise of the 
Danes and Swedes, the fleet took the passage between 
the islands of Amak and Saltholm, with the intention of 
attacking the Kussian fleet at Bevel. Several ships 
grounded, owing to the shoalness of the navigation. But 
hearing that the Swedish squadron of nine sail of the line 
were at sea, Sir Hyde Parker directed his course to the 
northern end of !Ek)mholm. The Swedes, however, had 
entered Carlscrona. Nelson, although he had expressed 
his willingness to relinquish his share of laurels to Sir 
Hyde Parker, was, in the meanwhile, upon thorns. He 
hasted to complete the work of his slup, and on the 18th, 
was prepared to follow the fleet. The St. George, how* 
ever, drew too much water to take the passage tne fleet 
IukI m^tde; with her guns on board. ]X«lMi\i« \&«5v^<stft« 

v2 
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liad these transshipped on board an American, ressel, bat 
a contrary wind still delayed him. 

While thus detained, information reached him that 
there was a probability of a meeting between the British 
and Swedish fleets. A distance of at least one hundred 
and fifty miles was interposed between them, bnt a greater 
would not have kept Nelson from attempting a junction. 
He immediately ordered a six-oared cntter to be manned. 
A cold night was setting in ; but he determined to proceed. 
The master of the Bellona, Mr. Briarly, who accompanied 
him, has thus narrated what passed on the occasion :— 
" Without even waiting for a boat-cloak (although you 
may suppose the weather pretty sharp here at this season 
of the year, and having to row about twenty-four miles, 
with the wind and current against him), he jumped into 
the boat, and ordered me to go with him (I naving been 
on board the St. George to remain till the ship got over 
the grounds). All I had ever seen or heard of nim could 
not half so clearly prove to me the singular and un- 
bounded zeal of this truly great man. His anxiety in the 
boat, for nearly six hours, lest the fleet should have sailed 
before he could get on board* one of them, and lest we 
should not catch the Swedish squadron, is beyond concep- 
tion. I will quote some of his expressions in his own 
words. It was extremely cold, and I wished him to put 
on a great-coat of mine which was in the boat. * TSo; 
I am not cold : my anxiety for my country will keep me 
warm. Do you think the fleet nas sailed P* *I should 
Suppose not, my lord.' * If they have, we will follow 

them in the boat, by .* The distance to Carlscrona 

was about flfly leagues. At midnight, however, Lord 
Nelson reachea the Elephant, on board which ship he 
rehoisted his flag." There could not be a stronger proof 
of zeal than this — an open boat, without provisions of any 
kind, a stormy season and boisterous sea, — nothing ap- 
peared to weigh with him to keep him back. An enemy 
was, as he supposed, at hand ; and, doubtless, he would 
have accomplished his object or have lost his life in the 
attempt. 

On the 23rd of April Nelson wrote : — " Affairs bear 

an aspect of reconciliation with the north, for we are 

now rertuming to an anchorage at Copenhagen, having 

kfoked at the Swedes Vn C«ce\s(5ioi»i\ ^ot ^xt &|de Pterker 
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has received a notification from tlie Bussian minister at 
Copenliagen, that his master will not go to war with ns. 
I trust lul these events will bring about an honourable 
peace, and allow me to get a little of that repose which 
my shattered carcase so much wants." One cause which 
led to this amicable message was probably the death of 
Paul, which took place on the 24th of March. Instruc- 
tions were also received by Sir Hyde Parker from the 
Admiralty, directing him to suspend operations. The 
fighting being thus at an end, Nelson was the more de- 
sirous of returning to England ; but his wish was set a8id0 
in a manner which he was obliged to consider compli- 
mentary. 

On the 5th of May despatches arrived from England 
appointing him commander-in-chief, in room of Admiral 
Sir Hyde Parker. Two days afterwards the fleet was 
standing out of Xioge bay*— where it had been lying idle 
for some weeks — and proceeding towards Bomnolm, off 
the end of which island the whole soon anchored. Hpr^ 
the e:reater part remained, watching the motions of the 
Swedish fleet at Carlscrona, while !Nelson with ten sail of 
the line departed for Kevel. He was not satisfied with 
amicable Bussian promises, and considered that the best 
mode of putting their sentiments to the test would be bj 
entering one of their ports. He desired fe&ce, and had 
no apprehension of hostilities. But he had two other ob- 
jects m view in going to Bevel, a desire to ascertain the 
stat« of his fleet, and to wait on Paul's successor to tiie 
Imperial throne of Bussia. He had also a wish to obtain 
the release of British merchant ships and seamen, unjustly 
detained by a decree of the late emperor. 

Nelson acknowledged the honour of the command con- 
ferred upon him ; but in a private letter to Mr. Davison* 
he said, " A command never was, I believe, more unwel- 
comely received by any person than by myself, ^he 
time was, a few months ago, that I should have felt the 
honour ; and I really think I should have seen more of 
the Baltic, the consequence of which I can guess. "BvA 
nothing, I believe, but change of climate can cure me, and 
having my mind tranquil." In a letter to Earl St. Yin- 
cent, of the same date, he says : — " I am in truth imable 
to hold the yery honourable station you have conferred 
upon me — ^Adnural Gxavesi ako, ia t&o i$V ^ ^ \Kfis^>»s^ 
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bed. I will hare all the English ihippinff and ptogertj 
restored, but I will do nothing violentlj. As tiie misinesi 
will be settled in a fortnight, I must entreat that some 
person may come out to taKe this command/' Writing to 
Mr. Addington, who had stated that, under *' all the cir- 
cumstances, his Majesty had approred of the armistioe,'' 
Nelson objected to such a conditional approYal. ** I own 
myself of opinion/' said he, " that every part of the all mi 
to the advantage of our king and country. We knew not of 
the death of Paul, or a cliange of sentiments in itke court of 
Eussia. . . My health is gone, and although I should be 
happy to try and hold out a month or six weeks longer, 
yet (feath is no respecter of persons. I own, at present, 
I should not wish to die a natural death." 

On the 12th of May the fleet entered Bevel roads ; but 
the Kussians had left it three days previously, and had 
proceeded to Cronstadt. Having anchored, Lord Nelson 
sent on shore to the Govemor-Greneral 8acken, to inquire 
whether a salute would be fired, in which case he pro- 
mised to return it. After a delay of a day, salutes were 
given and returned ; and Nelson went on shore, at noon* 
on the 13th, and was received by the governor with 
military honours, and with great cordiality by the popu- 
lace, by whom Paul had been universally detested. Mim 
visit was returned on the 14th, when General Sacken was 
accompanied by the Kussiau minister's son, and seversl 
Cossack officers. In the meanwhile, a letter he had written 
to the emperor had been received, and Alexander's minis- 
ters, in reply, expressed their surprise at the arrival of a 
British fleet in a Kussiau port, and a wish that it should 
depart. The most friendly professions were made ; but 
Lord Nelson's offer to visit the Eussian court was declined, 
unless he proceeded to St. Petersburg in a single ship. 
The answer to his letter, and the suspicion thereby implied, 
roused Nelson's indignation ; and he stated that such an 
insinuation would not have been made had the Russian 
fleet been then at Eevel. He wrote an immediate re- 
joinder, and told the court of Petersburg, that " the word 
of a British admiral, when given in explanation of any 
part of his conduct, was as sacred as tnat of any sove- 
reign in Europe." It was Lord Nelson's opinion tliat, had 
it been necessary to attack the Bussian fleet at Sievel, 
tbey might easily h&TO \>eoTx deitto^^^L \yj ««ttin^ fire to 
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the wooden mole, under which they were lying. A three- 
decker moored across the month of the hansoor would 
have raked every ship in the dock. 

The fleet was kept constantly on the alert, and Nelson 
took care to obtain plentiful supplies of fresh water and 

Srovisions for the crews of his ships. Colonel Stewart 
lus mentions Nelson's habits at this period : — ** His hour 
of rising was four or five o'clock, and of going to rest 
about ten; breakfast was never later than six; and 
generally nearer to five o'clock. A midshipman or two 
were always of the party ; and I have known him send, 
during the middle watch, to invite the little fellows to 
breakfast with him when relieved. At table with them 
he would enter into their bojish jokes, and be the most 
youthful of the party. At dmner he had every officer of 
the ship in turn, and was both a polite and hospitable host. 
The whole ordinary business of the fleet was invariably 
despatched, as it had been by Lord St. Vincent, by eight 
o'clock. The great command of time which Lord Nelson 
thus gave himself, and the- alertness which this example 
impa^d throughout the fleet, can be only imderstood oy 
those who witnessed it, or who know the value of early 
hours." 

The Kussian frigate Venus, having Admiral Tchitcha- 
goff* on board, joined the fleet ofi'Bonmolm, to which place 
Nelson had returned on the 19th. The Venus had oeen 
in search of the fleet for some time, with the answer to 
certain pacific overtures made by Sir Hyde Parker. " At 
Bostock," writes Colonel Stewwrt, " the greatest venera- 
tion was shown to the name of Nelson, and some distant 
inland towns of Mecklenburg sent deputations with their 
public books of record to have his name written in them 
Dv himself. Boats were constantly rowing round the St. 
CFeorge with persons of respectability in them, anxious to 
catch a sight of this illustrious man. He did not again 
land whikt in the Baltic : his health was not good, and 
his mind was not at ease : with him mind and health in- 
variably sympathised." The St. George made the last 
cruize with Lord Nelson's flag between the 9th and 13th 
of June, on which latter day dispatches from England 
arrived. Li a few d^s the ^olus frigate, having Admiral 
Sir Charles Morice tole on board, arrived, to whom, on 
the 19th of June, Lord Nelson relinquished t>h& ^^qtqs&sssA. 
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Earl St. Yinccnt's letter on the ocoa«ioii was Terym^' 
fyiu^. He wrote : — ** I have the deepest concern at Nam- 
ing from Lieutenant-Colonel Hntchinson that your hMlth 
has suffered in so material a degree. To find a proper 
successor is no easj task ; for I never saw the man in our 
profession, exceptmg yourself and Tronbrid^e, who pos- 
sessed the magic art or infusing the same spirit into others 
which inspired their own actions, exduslFe of other talents 
and habits of business not common to naval charactexi. . . 
All agree there is but one Nelson." On quitting the St. 
George, Lord Nelson embarked onboara the £ite brjfff 
Captain Digby, in which ho arrived at Yarmouth <m t£e 
1st of July. His resi^ation of the command was attended 
with general regret throughout the fleet. 

There can bo no question that the dissolution of the 
northern confederacy was chiefly due to Nelson's inde* 
fatigable zeal and to his successes at Copenhagen. The 
death of the Czar Paul contributed to the event ; but had 
not the Danes been overawed by the victory of the 2nd of 
April, French power would have been openly dominant. 
The death of Paul and the perseverance of Nelson ocoa- 
sioned some respect to be paid to the armistice, but it was 
evident opportunity only ^was wanted to cause ita re* 
pudiation. 
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CHAPTEE VIL 

1801-1803. 

Defbated in Ms designs upon the east— a refugee &om 
Egypt — ^his schemes overthrown chiefly by the vigilance 
and exertions of the British navy — Bonaparte's rage may 
be imagined. Like a wounded snake writhing under the 
blows of its assailant, he knew that an effort must be 
made in another direction. In the summer of 1801, Bona* 

5 arte, now first consul, collected an immense flotilla* and 
rew together a large army, with which he hoped to strike 
a blow at England's vitals. Exertions were not wanted 
on our part to resist the threatened invasion. Earl St* 
Vincent's plan was a good one, which was to place the 
whole of the force assembled for the purpose of averting 
the meditated attack under the oommana of some distin- 
^ished flag-officer, and no one seemed so eligible a^ 
iWelson. 

At this time Admiral Skeffington Lutwidge, Nel- 
son's former captain, was commander-in-chief of the 
Downs station, with whom the new appointment was not 
to interfere. On the 27th of July, in accordance with the 
above recommendation, iN'elson was ordered to hoist his 
flag on board the Unit^ frigate at Sheemess. Two days 
before hoisting his flag, Nelson wrote a most able paper, 
entitled " Observations on the Defence of the Thiunes/* 
which proved that he was keenly alive to the task he was 
about to undertake. It seems nighly probable that ha4 
the flotillas sailed on their intended service, their destruc- 
tion would have ensued ere they had got half channel 
over ; and this Bonaparte foresaw. The defeat of divisions 
of the ifbrce by the British frigates and brigs stationed 
off Boulogne, under Captain Edward Owen, convinced 
him that a fleet of line of battle ships was necessary to 
escort the flotillas across, and hence nis temporary aoan- 
donment of the desi^. 

But Nelson, urged in part by his indomitable spirit, and 
in part by the great wish of the Admiralty to deatxo^tk^iik 
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flotillafl in their own port, undertook to act iipon the otteo' 
sive. Frequent bomoardmentfl took place on CaJais, Boa- 
logne, and Grayelines. In the meanwhile Nela<m was 
organising the sea fencibles and volunteer corps upon oar 
coasts, arming river craft, and making every possible pre* 
paration for meeting an enemy, from whatever ooarter 
coming. In a letter, dated August 11, to Earl St. Yin* 
cent, he wrote : — ** Our active torce is perfect, and pos- 
sesses so much zeal, that I only wish to catch that Bota- 
parte on the water, either with the Amazon or Medosa^ 
but himself he would never trust. He would say, * AUez 
V0U8 en,* and not ' AllonSf mes amis,* I hope these 
French, if they mean to come this year, will come before 
the 14th of September, beyond wnich I fear the season 
will be too much for me.'* And then, in allusion probablj 
to some suggested attack, he adds : — " I know not at this 
moment where I had best strike a blow — ^which I wish to 
be a very hard one. You have weU guessed the place. 
Flushing ; but I must be careful and not cripple oar gon* 
bri^s. At Ostend we cannot get at them, therefore 1 am 
anxious for our howitz^-boats — ^but they will not keep 
pace with my wishes. No person knows of mj ideas ez« 
cept Captain Owen, who has long been stationed here, 
and Captains Bedford and Parker. 

In subseauent letters Nelson wrote dubiously as to tha 
propriety or an attack : — ** I now come to consider of an 
attack — Flushing is my grand object; but so many 
obstacles are in tne way, and tke risk is so great of tha 
loss of some vessels, that under all circumstances I could 
hardly venture 'without a consultation with you, and an 
arranged plan with the Board's orders. ... I purpose, tfit 
can he done, to take all the gun-vessels outside the pier of 
Boulogne^ — I should like your approbation. This boat 
warfare is not exactly congenial to my feelings," &c. All 
these expressions sound strange when coming from Nel- 
son, and it is clear his judgment was averse to the opera- 
tion. It was, however, at length decided upon that an 
attack with the boats should be made on the Boulogne 
flotilla. The French were well prepared — their vessels, 
which were crowded with troops, were admirably cal- 
culated for defence, and a successful attempt upon them 
was scarcely within the reach of nossibility. 
A few oftikd deroted offioen sxidiLoble assailants returned 
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to tell the dismal story of their defeat ; and Nelson, with 
what pain few can describe, made his official report to the 
Admiralty. It was dated, " Medusa, off Boulogne, August 
16th, 1801. — Havinff judged it proper to attempt bringing 
off the enemy's flotiua moored in the front of !Boulogne, I 
directed the attack to be made by four divisions of boats 
for boarders, imder the command of Captains SomerviUe, 
Cotgraye, Jones, and Parker, and a division] of howitzer- 
boa^ under Captain Conn. The boats put off from the 
Medusa at half-past eleven o'clock last night, in the best 
possible order, and before one o'clock tms morning the 
firing began, and I had, from the judgment of the officers 
and the zeal and gallantry of every man, the most perfect 
confidence of complete success. !But the darkness of the 
night, with the tide and half-tide, separated the divisions ; 
and from all not arriving at the same happy moment with 
Captain Parker is to be attributed the failure of success. 
But I beg to be perfectly understood, that not the smallest 
blame attaches itself to any person ; for although the divi- 
sions did not arrive together, yet each (except the fourth 
division, which could not be got up before day) made a 
successful attack on that part of the enemy they fell in 
with, and actually took possession of many brigs and flats, 
and cut their cables ; but many of them being aground, 
and the moment of the battle ceasing on board of tiiem, 
the vessels were filled with volleys upon volleys of mus- 
ketry, the enemy being perfectly regardless of their own 
men, who must have suffered equally with ours. It 
was therefore impossible to remam on board, even to 
bum them; but allow me to say, who have seen much 
service this war, that more determmed, persevering courage 
I never witnessed, and that nothing but the impossibility 
of being successful, from the causes I have mentioned, 
could have prevented me from having to congratulate their 
lordships. 

" But although, in value, the loss of such gallant and 
good men is incalculable, yet in point of nmnoers it has 
fallen short of my expectations. 1 must also beg leave to 
state that greater zeal and ardent desire to distinguish 
themselves DY an attack on the enemy was never shown 
than by all tne captains, officers, and crews of the different 
descriptions of vessels imder my command. The com- 
manders of the Hunter and Greyhound, x^^^isaj^ ^s^a^^^Kt^^ 



188 UTS OF lOBB VBLtoy. [180L 

went in their Ixmlu in the most haiMJtoina and gmllaat 
manner to the attack. Amongit the manj gallant men 
wounded, I hare, with the deepen regre^ to place the 
name of my (raU^nt good firiend and able ■■liatinC Captain 
Edward T. Parker, aUo mir flag-lieutenant, Frederick 
LaogfonL who has served witn me many years ; they were 
wounded in attempting to board the French commodore* 

*' To Captain Gk>re. of the Medusa, I feel the higheft 
obligations ; and when their lordships look at the Ums of 
the Medusa on this occasion, they will agree with ma^ 
that the honour of my flag, and the cause of tlieir king 
and country, could never have been placed in more gallant 
hands. Captain Bedford, of the Leyden, with Captain 
Grore, very handsomely volunteered their senricea to senre 
under a master and commander ; but I did not think it 
fair to the latter, and I only mention it to mark the seal 
of those officers. From the nature of the attack, only a 
few prisoners were made ; a lieutenant, ei^ht seamen, and 
eight soldiers, are all they brought ofi*. Herewith I aend 
the report of the several commanders of divisions, and a 
return of killed and wounded. — I have the honour to be, 
kc. Captain Somervillc was the senior master and com- 
mander emploved." 

To Earl St. Vincent he wrote :— " My dear Lord, I am 
sorry to tell you that I have not succeeaed in bringing out 
or (destroying the enemy's flotilla moored in the mouui of 
tlie harbour of Boulogne. The most astonishing brayery 
was evinced by many of our officers and men, andCaptains 
Somcrville, Cotc^ve, and Parker, exerted themaelyea to 
the utmost. We have lost many brave officers and men ; 
upwards of 100 killed and wounded. Dear little Parker's 
thigh is very much shattered ; I have fears for his life. 
Langford shot through the leg. The loss has been heavy 
and the object was great. The flotilla, brigs and flats, 
were moored by the bottom to the shore, and to each 
other by chains ;* therefore, although several of them 
were carried, yet the heavy flro of musketry from tiie 
shore, which overlooked them, forced our people to leave 
them, without being able, as I am told, to set them on 
Are. No person can be blamed for sending them to the 

* Thin wuH l>ollovod at the time ; but tho itatemoot was mibse- 
qiwnily found to be incorroot. 
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attack but mjself ; I knew the difficulty of the under- 
taking, therefore I ventured to ask your opinion. Your 
kind letter I received half an hour before the attack ; but, 
my dear lord, although I disapprove of unnecessary con- 
sultation as much as any man, yet [being] close to the 
Admiralty, I should not feel myself justified in risking 
our ships through the channels of Flusning without buoys 
and pilots, without a consultation with such men as your 
lordship, and also I believe you would think an order 
absolutely necessary. But that must stand fast, for both 
Leyden and Medusa have lost all their best men — ^nbne 
else of course being sent. 

" Captain SomerviDe, who I never saw till a few days be- 
fore, showed all the courage and good conduct which was 
possible, and succeeded completely in the fighting part of 
the business. Conn, in the command of the howitzer boats, 
did everything which was possible; indeed all behaved well, 
and it waa their misfortune to be sent on a service which the 
precautions of the enemy rendered impossible to succeed in. 
After all this (sorrow for me), my health is not improved: 
my fever is v^r severe this moving. The Medusa eanl 
not move till she gets some good men 5 nor, I believe, the 
Lejrden. The Unite would complete both these ships, 
taking^ some- marines. This ship has lost seventeen killed 
and thirty woimded, with two lieutenants, master, mids., 
Ac. Young Cathcart behaved most exceedingly well ; he 
saved Parker from either being kiUed or made a prisoner ; 
for every man in Parker's flat boat being killed or wounded, 
his boat drifted from the brig alongside a flat full of men." 

The mortification of Nelson at this lamentable failure, 
the blame of which he took upon himself, was height- 
ened by the loss of a promising young friend. Captain 
Thomborough Parker, who died of ms wounds ; and 
it is questionable whether Teneriffe or Boulogne was 
felt as the greater of the two calamities. He nowever 
continued to keep his flag flying till ,the close of the 
year. JSTo one could attribute blame to JS'elson, for 
his arrangements had been all that forethought could 
suggest. He was consoled by letters from Earl St. 
Yincent, and comforted by the assurance that he de- 
served tiie success which had been denied him. 

The signature of the preliminaries of peace put a period, 
for a time, to his active labours, aadhftTe>\na:^^Vi^«^'^'««> 
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beneath liis hard-earned laurels, and to the enjojrment of 
domestic happiness, at the seat which he had pureluuied 
at Merton, in Surrey.*' Here^ his chief amusement was 
angling in the Wanole. His income was too limited to 
admit of his indulging in society, to which, also, his 
retiring habits were averse. His total income from pen- 
sions and half-pay amounted to about £3,400 a year; 
out of which he allowed Lady Nelson £1,800 a year, and 
£200 to the widow of his brother Maurice, together witii 
£150 for the education of his orphan children. He had 
also to pay £500 a year for interest upon borrowed money* 
His income, therefore, thus narrowed — ^mainly, it is true, 
in consequence of his separation from Lady Nelfon— was 

* Previoufl to this ovent, it was announced, on the 4th of Auffuty 
that the king had been pleased to grant the dignity of baron of the 
United Kin^om of Great Britain and Ireland to the Biffht Hoooor- 
able Viscount Nelson^ Knip^ht of the most honourable Order of the 
Bath, and Vice- Admiral of the Blue Squadron of his Majesty's fleet, 
(Duko of Bronte in Sicily, Knight of the Grand Cross ox the Orden 
of St. Ferdinand and of Merit, and the Imperial Order of the Cres- 
cent), and to the heirs male of his body, lawftilly begotten, by the 
name, style, and title of Baron Nelson of the Nile, and mHS^ 
borough, in the county of Norfolk, with remainders to Edmund 
Nelson, clork, rector of Biunham Thorpe, in the said county of 
Norfolk, father of the said Horatio Viscoimt Nelson, and his hein 
male ; and to the heirs male of Susannah, the wife of Thomas 
Bolton, Esq., and sister of the said Horatio Viscount Nelson ; and 
in default of such issue, to the heirs male of Catherine, the wife of 
George Matcham, Esq., another sister of the said Horatio Viscount 
Nelson." 

On the 12th of September following, another notice appeared to 
the following effect : — 

" The king was pleased, by a warrant under his roysH signet and 
sign -manual, bearing date the 7th day of January last, to fl^vc and 
grant unto Horatio Baron Nelson of the Nile, and of Airnham 
Thorpe, in the county of Norfolk (now Viscoimt Nelson), Knigfat of 
the most honourable military Order of the Bath^ and Vice-AcuninJ 
of the Blue Squadron of his Majesty's fleet, his royal license and 
permission to receive and bear the Great Cross of the Order of St. 
Ferdinand and of Merit, conferred on him by Ferdinand IV.. kfay 
oftho Two Sicilies. ^^ 

'* The king was also pleased, by warrant under his rojral signet and 
sign-manual, bearing oate the 9th of January last, to give and grant 
unto the said Horatio Nelson, now Viscount Nelson, his royal 
Uconse and permission to accept, for himself and his heirs, the title 
of Duko of Bronte, with the fief of the duchy annexed thereto^ alio 
conferred upon him by the said King of the Two SidUes.'* 
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very scanty ; but it sufficed for his wants, which were few. 
His affability and the srentleness of his manners gained 
liim the W of every one who approached him, whUe 
his unostentatious charity was the theme of general 
admiration. 

Though thus reposing for a short interval after the more 
arduous labours of his professional career, he punctually 
attended to his duties as a peer of the realm. His natural 
diffidence prevented him from recording his sentiments 
on manj of the subjects that came before the house for 
discussion, but whatever he said was to the purpose, and 
expressed with such energy and ability, that he always 
commanded the attention and respect of the house. 
When Earl of St. Vincent, on the 30fch of October, 
moved the thanks of the House of Lords to Sir James 
Saumarez, for his distinguished conduct against the com- 
bined French and Spanish fleet off Algeziras, the motion 
was warmly seconded by Nelson. He said, " he could 
not give a silent vote to a motion that so cordially had his 
consent. He had the honour to be the friend of Sir 
James Saumarez. The noble earl at the head of the 
Admiralty had selected that great officer to watch the 
French in that important quarter, and the noble earl had 
not been deceived in his choice. He would assert, that a 
greater action was never fought than that of Sir James 
Saumarez. The gallant admiral had before that action 
undertaken an enterprise, which none but the most gallant 
officer and the bravest seaman could have attempted. 
He had failed through an accident, by the falling ot the 
wind ; for he ventured to say, if that had not failed him. 
Sir James Saumarez would have captured the French 
fleet. The promptness with which Sir James refitted, 
the spirit with which he attacked a superior force after 
his recent disaster, and the masterly conduct of the action, 
he did not think were ever surpassed." His lordship en** 
tered very much into the detad of the action, and said, 
'Hhat the merit of Sir James Saumarez would be less 
wondered at, when the school in which he was educated 
was considered by their lordships. He was educated at 
first under Lord Hood, and afterwards under the noble 
earl near him (Lord St. Vincent)." His lordship tlien 
gave an account of some of the memorable services of Sir 
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James Sanmarez when a captain, and condaded by 
apoloffizine^ to the house for the trouble he had given 
their lordsnips. 

On the 3ra of November following, when the prelimin- 
aries of peace with France were under consideration in 
the House of Lords, and ministers were censured for con- 
senting to give up Malta, the noble admiral made some 
observations relative to the importance of that island. 
He said, *' that when he was sent down the Mediterranean, 
Malta was in the hands of the French, and on his return 
from Aboukir it was his first object to blockade the 
island, because he deemed it an mvaluable service to 
rescue it from their possession. In any other view it was 
not of much consequence, being at too great a distance 
from Toulon to watch the enemy's fleet from that port in 
time of war. A few days afterwards, when Lord Hobarfc 
rose to move the thanks of the house to the naval ofBcen 
and seamen who had co-operated in the cononest of 
Egypt, Lord Nelson said, that *' the service of Egypt 
was of a double nature, yet of equal importance ; it fell 
to the lot of the army to fight, and of the navy to labour ; 
they had equally performed their duty, and were equidly 
entitled to thanks. ' 

Earl St. Vincent, in 1802, projected a plan for the cor- 
rection of abuses committed by certain boards employed 
in the naval department of the public service, and by 
prize-agents, on which occasion Lord Nelson stood forth 
as his zealous supporter. On the second reading of the 
bill for appointing commissioners to inquire into these 
abuses, on the 21st of December previously, he spoke to 
the following effect : — " In the absence of my noble friend 
who is at the head of the Admiralty, I think it my dotr 
to say a few words to their lordships, in regard to a bilL 
of which the objects have an express reference to the 
interests of my profession as a seaman. It undoubtedly 
originated in tne feeling of the Admiralty, that they have 
not the power to remedy certain abuses which they per- 
ceive to be the most mjurious to the public service. 
Every man knows that tnere are such abuses ; I hc^ 
there is no one among us who would not gladly do all that 
can be constitutionally effected to correct them. Yet, if I 
hnd heard of any ol^ection of weight urged asainst the 
xneaaore in the present \)ii\i, 1 i^ovM. ^T^dnly nave hesi- 
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tated to do anything to promote its progress through the 
forms of this house. Aiid truly, my lords, if the bill be 
thus superior to all objection, I can aflfirm that the 
necessities, the wrongs or those who are employed in the 
naval service of their cotrntry most loudly call for the 
redress which it proposes. !From the highest admiral in 
the service to the poorest cabin-boy that walks the street, 
there is not one but may be in distress, with large sums of 
wages due to him, of which he shall by no dSigence of 
request be able to obtain payment : not one whose en- 
treaties will be readily answered with aught but insult at 
the proper places for his application, if he come not with 
particular recommendations to a preference. From the 
highest admiral to the meanest seaman, whatever may be 
the sums of prize-money due to him, no man can tell when 
he may securely call any part of it his own. A man may 
have forty thousand pounds due to him in prize-money, 
and yet may be dismissed without a shilling, if he ask for 
it at the proper office, without particular recommendation. 
Are these thmgs to be tolerated P Is it for the interest, is it 
for the honour of the coimtry that they should not be as 
speedily as possible redressed P I should be as unwilling 
as any man to give an overweening preference to the 
interests of my own profession. But I cannot help 
thinking that, under all the circumstances of the business, 
your lordships will be strongly disposed to advance this 
bill into a law, as speedily as may be consistent with the 
order of your proceedings, and with due prudence of 
deliberation.'* 

One of the circumstances which had weighed heavily 
upon Nelson's spirits was occasioned by his venerable 
father, for whom he had always entertained much affec- 
tion, and who had been deluded into the belief that Nel- 
son's passion for Lady Hamilton was criminal. The old 
man had, therefore, become estranged from his son ; but 
having satisfied himself that, however absurd and romantic 
the aUachment really was, he had been deceived as to its 
real nature, a reconciliation took place — an event which 
contributed much to Nelson's happiness. A few months 
afterwards, Mr. Nelson died at the age of seventy -nine. 

The short peace now gave a little breathing time to the 
belligerent nations ; and news having arrived of our suc- 
cesses in Egypt, the usual compliment was ^avi b;^ ^^ 

o 
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city of London to the army and navy. NelBon had never 
been able to divest his mind of the slight cast upon the 
hard-fought battle of Copenhagen, and impelled by his 
feelings, he addressed a letter to the Lord Mayor upon 
the subject. ** Jho smallest services rendcrea by the 
army and navy to the country," he wrote, " have alwayB 
been noticed by the great city of London, with one excep- 
tion — the glorious second of April." His letter vigorously 
set forth the advantages gained by the victory; but the 
citizens having had no opportunity of seeing the prizes, 
could not, or probably would not, understand inat an 
important battle had been fought. Another grievance 
connected with the Copenhagen victory was the withhold- 
ing of gold medals. In writing to Earl St. Vincent upon 
the subject, Nelson said, " he would not give it up, to be 
be made an English duke." But the medal was never 

f ranted, neither was any cause assigned for the omission. 
t is too much to be feared that some unaccountable 
jealousy occasioned the refusal ; and this supposition took 
such a strong hold upon Nelson's sensitive mind, that it 
led to a coolness between Lord St. Vincent and himself, 
which was never wholly removed. 

Early in 1H03 Sir William Hamilton died. "He ex- 
pired," says Southey, ** in his wife's arms, holding Nelson 
oy the hand, and almost in his last words left her to his 
protection, requesting him that he would see justice done 
ner by the government, as he knew what she had done 
for the country. He left him her portrait in enamel, call- 
ing him his dearest friend, — the most virtuous, loyal, and 
trSy brave character he had ever known. The codicil 
containing this beauest concluded with these words:— 
^jGod bless him, ana shame fall on those who do not say. 
Amen!'" ^ 
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CHAPTEE VIII. 

1803-^1805. 

On the 16th Mbj, 1803, the tocsin of war again sounded, 
and Nelson's services were once more in requisition ; and 
on the 20th, his flag being hoisted on board the Victory, 
he sailed for the Mediterranean, to take command of the 
fleet. The immediate service upon which he was engaged 
was the blockade of the French fleet in Toulon. Nothmg 
of importance happened to break the monotony of this 
employment for the space of nearly fourteen months. 
Capes Sepet and Sicie were eternally figuring before him. 
broken only by an occasional resort to Fulla bay for water. 
Every inducement was oflered to the enemy to come out, 
but m vain. None but those who have oeen engaged 
on such a service can imagine its wearisomeness. A few 
prizes were taken from time to time, but upon the whole 
nothing could be more trying to the patience of so active 
minded a man as Nelson. 

On the 24th May, 1804, Lord Nelson ordered Eear- 
Admiral Campbell, m the 84-gun ship Canopus, with the 
Donegal, Captain Sir Eichard Strachan, and the Amazon 
frigate. Captain William Parker, to reconnoitre the outer 
road of Toulon. This service was boldly performed by 
the squadron, which remained for some hours just out of 
gunshot of the batteries. While thus engaged, two French 
84-gun ships, three of 7^giuiB, three 4£-gun frigates, and 
a corvette, got under way, and steod out tewards them. 
The frigates, and the Scipion, of 74 guns, gained consi- 
derably, and the headmost of the former opened a Are on 
the Donegal. This was borne patiently for some time, 
but at length the Donegal lufled up and nred a broadside, 
which checked the ardour of the enemy. Some shot from 
the Canopus at the same time retarded the progress of 
the Scipion. The force of the French fleet was so far 
superior, that it would have been madness te hazard an 
engagement. The enemy continued te follow under a 
crowd of sail ; but fearing lest he should be decoyed into 
the jaws of the fleet, then about niiv^ \t^^<fc^ ^ci^^cc^, 

o2 
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relinquished the chase. On the 13th June, another akir- 
migh took place off Toulon with a diriaion of the French 
fleet, when Admiral Latoache Treville commanded. The 
occaaion waa the oorer of three French frigates entering 
the port ; and harin^ effected thia ohiect, Latouche Tre- 
Tille hanled to the wind, and retamed to Toulon covered 
with glory, aUeging that he had chased the whole British 
fleet off the port. M. Latoiiche*a idle boast, childish aa 
it was, gave Nelson much uneasiness, and indnoed him to 
aend to England a oopy of the log of the Yietory, to 
prove how nntrae were the French admiral's statements. 
Shortly aderwards M. Latooche died, the French papem 
said, from fatieae in walking so freqnentJy to the signal- 
post at Cape SepeU 

For his condoct during this long interral of fruitless 
expectation, Nelson received the thanks of the corporation 
of liOndon, which ehcited the following spirited reply: — 

" This day I am honoured with your lordahip's letter 
of April 9th, transmitting me the resolutiona or the cor- 
poration of London, thanking me as commanding the 
fleet blockading Toulon. I do assure your lordship that 
there is not tbit man breathing who sots a higher value 
upon the thanks of his fellow-citiaens of London than my- 
self; but I should feel as much ashamed to receive them 
for a particular service marked in the resolution, if I felt 
that I did not come within that line of service, aa I ahould 
feel hurt at having a great victory passed over without 
notice. I beg to inform your lordsnip that the port of 
Toulon has never been blockaded by me ; quite the re- 
verse, — every opportunity has been offered tlie enemy to 
put to sea, for it is there that w^hope to realize the hopes 
and expectations of our country, and I trust that they 
will not be disappointed. Your lordship will judffe of my 
feelings upon seeing that all the junior flag-omcers of 
other fleets, and even some of the captains, have received 
the thanks of the corporation of London, whilst the 
junior flag-officers of the Mediterranean fleet are entirely 
omitted. I own it has struck me very forcibly; for where 
the information of the junior flag-omcers and captains of 
other fleets was obtained, the same information could 
have been given of the flag-ofliccrs of this fleet and the 
captains ; and it is my duty to state, that more able and 
eenlous flag-officers and ca^ttAna ^ lioi ^gcv^Q the British 
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navy than those I Lave the honour and happiness to com- 
mand. It likewise appears, my lord, a most extraordinary 
circumstance, that Kear- Admiral Sir Bichard Bickerton 
should have been, as second in command in the Mediter- 
ranean fleet, twice passed over by the corporation of Lon- 
don,— once after the Egyptian expedition, when the first 
and third in command were thanked, and now again. 
Consciousness of high desert, instead of neglect, made the 
rear-admiral resolve to let the matter rest until he could 
have an opportunity personally to call upon the Lord 
Mayor to account for sjich an extraordinary omission; 
but from this second omission, I owe it to that excellent 
officer not to pass it by. 

"And I do assure your lordship, that i^e constant, 
zealous, and cordial support I have had in my command 
from both Rear- Admiral Sir Biohard Bickerton and E«ar- 
Admiral Campbell has been such as calls forth all my 
thanks and admiration. We have shared together the 
constant attention of being more than fourteen months at 
sea, and are ready to share the dangers and glory of a day 
of battle ; thererore, it is impossible that I can ever allow 
myself to be separated in thanks from such supporters." 

On the 11th of September, a seaman of the victory fell 
from the forecastle into the sea. On hearing the cry, 
Mr. Edward Flin, a volunteer, jumped after him from the 
quarter-deck, and, notwithstanaing the extreme darkness 
of the night, had the good fortune to save the man. The 
next morning Lord Nelson sent for Mr. Flin, and pre- 
sented him with a lieutenant's commission, appointing 
him to the Bittern sloop-of-war. 

Nelson's state of health at this period was very dis- 
tressing. Writing to Dr. Baird, physician of the navy, 
after describing the general good health of the seamen in 
the fleet, he says : — " I have had a sort of rheumatic fever^ 
they tell me. I have felt the blood gushing up the left 
side of my head, and the moment it covers the brain I am 
fast asleep. I am now better of that, but with violent 

Sain in my side. Mr. Magrath,* whom I admire every 
ay I live, gives me excellent remedies; but we must lose 

* Now Sir George Ma^ath, Kt., C.B., K.,H., M.D., retired 
medical inspector of hospitals. He was shortly afterwards placed 
in charge of the Naval Hospital at Malta, which prevQi^te^ V&a. 
being present at Tra&lgar. 
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BQcli men from our semce if the army goes on encouraging 
medical men whilst we do nothing." 

Hostilities at length commenced between Great Britain 
and Spain. The ostensible cause of the war waa, the 
seizure of four Spanish frigates, laden with treasure, W a 
British squadron ; but, in point of fact, the rupture had 
loDg before been decided upon, and the treasure inter- 
cepted was principally intended to furnish means for ihe 
French armament. This war would have enabled Nelson 
to replenish his own, and his officers' empty oofieni ; but, 
as if the Admiralty had determined he should have all tiie 
bitters without the sweets of the service, another admiral. 
Sir John Orde, was despatched from Enf|[land with a small 
squadron, purposely to reap the rich fruits of the rupture. 
"1 did fancy, he wrote, ** out it must have been a dream, 
an idle dream, that I had done niy country service ; and 
thus they use me. And under what circumstances, and 
with what pointed aggravation ! Yet, if I know my own 
thoughts, it is not for myself, or on my own account, that 
I £eei the sting and tbe disappointment. No ! it is for 
my brave officers, for my nobie-minded friends and com- 
rades. Such a gallant set of fellows ! Such a band of 
brothers I My heart swells at the thought of them." 

The fleet, under Lord Nelson, in «Hinuary, 1806, was 
lying at anchor in Madalena harbour, Sardinia, having 
left the Active and Seahorse frigates. Captains B. H. Mou- 
bray and Courtenay Boyle, to watch the enemy in Toulon. 
Lord Nelson had had information for some time previ- 
ously, that the French were en^barking a considerable 
number of troops, but the destination of their fleet was 
a profound secret. On the 18th the French fleet sailed 
out of Toulon, and the Active and Seahorse hasted to con- 
vey the news to Madalena, which harbour they reached 
on the 19 th. At the time it was blowing a gale from 
N.W. ; but at six that evening Nelson's fleet was under- 
way, and running through the narrow passage between 
Biche and Sardinia. From the position of the enemy when 
lost sight of, it was supposed tney were boimd round the 
southern end of Sardinia. Nelson beat about the coast of 
Sicily for ten days— the weather had been very stormy. 
He could not obtain any tidings of the enemy. Finding 
Sardinia, Naples, and Sicily, unmolested, he oonoluded 
Egypt to be their destination— «nd for Bgypt he aooord* 
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ingly steered. Still foiled in his pursuit, his anxiety was 
most painful, and not knowing what other course to take, 
he bore up for Malta. Here he learnt that the enemy ho 
was in search of had sustained much damage in the gale, 
and had returned to Toulon. He was here, also, informed 
that the French fleet had taken on board a great number 
of saddles and muskets, which induced him to beheve 
Egypt to be their destination. The fact of the French 
fleet s having put back in consequence of a storm, sur- 
prised Nelson. " They are not accustomed," said he, "to 
a Gulf of Lyons gale. We have buffeted them for one and 
twenty months, and have not carried away a spar." During 
the chase every ship was clear for action day and night. 

The fleet regained its station off* Toulon on the 4th of 
April, having, for several weeks previously, sustained a 
series of gales. Here the Phoebe frigate gave information 
that the French fleet, of eleven sail of the line, seven fri- 
gates, and two brigs, under Admiral Villeneuve, had sailed 
from Toulon on the 31st of March. When last seen they 
were steering for the African coast. Nelson's first object 
was to cover the channel between Sardinia and Barbary ; 
and having satisfied himself that Villeneuve had not gone 
to Egypt, he bore up for Palermo. It was the 11th of 
April before he could make up his mind that the French 
had left the Mediterranean, when he made all the haste 
he could to get to the westward. The wind, however, was 
dead against him, which added a hundredfold to Nelson's 
misery. Five days elapsed ere he gained any definite 
information. A neutral vessel which he then fell in with, 
told him that the French had been seen off" Cape de Gatt 
on the 7th. He afterwards learnt that they had passed 
Gibraltar on the 8th. Still the hard-hearted westerly 
wind impeded his progress. " This ill luck," said he, 
writing to Captain Ball, " will go near to kill me ; but as 
these are times for exertion, I must not be cast down 
whatever I may feel." It was not until the 30th of April 
that Nelson's fleet reached Gibraltar, and then, owing to 
the strong adverse wind, he could not get through the 
straits. He anchored in Mazari bay on the Barbary 
shore, where he obtained supplies of water and fresh pro- 
visions from Tetuan. On the 5th of May, taking advan- 
tage of an easterly wind, he pushed through the gut, 
hoping to hear something of the enemy from Sir John 
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Orde. In writing to the Admiralty, he said : — " If nothing 
is heard of them, I shall think the rumours which have 
been spread are true, that their object is the West Indies, 
and in that case I think it my duty to follow them." 
When we consider Nelson's state of mind at that period, 
his health and spirits weighed down by continual fatigue 
and anxiety, it is surprising to £nd how well he bore up, 
and that he was able, in despite of every obstacle, to under- 
take the arduous service. " I am going," he wrote, to Sir 
John Acton, " to the West Indies, where the enemy have 
twenty -four sail of the line ; my force is very, very infe- 
rior. I only take ten* with me, and I only expect to be 
joined by six." On the 10th of May he proceeded to 
Lagos bay, whence on his arrival he wrote to Admiral 
Campbell : — " Here we are clearing Sir John Orde's trans- 
ports which I found in Lagos bay, completingourselves to 
nve months ; and to-morrow I start for the \Vest Indies. 
Disappointment has worn me to a skeleton, and I am in 
good truth very, very far from well. Sir Richard Bick- 
Irton remams & the Mediterranean, and Admiral £night, 
reports say, is to command at Gibraltar. He is at present 
on Lisbon with the convoy of troops. I wish he would 
come here ; but he has been deceivea by false information, 

* The names of this celebrated little fleet of ten sail of the tine 
and their |ra,llant captains ought never to be forgotten ; they were as 
follow : — V ictory, Cfaptain T. M. Hardy ; Canopus, Superb, Don^ial, 
Spencer, Tigro, Leviathan, Bolloisle, Cfonqueror, Swiftsure, Captuns 
F. W. Austen, Richard G. Keats, Pulteney Malcolm, Hon. Robert 
Stopford, Benj. Hallowell, Henry W. Bayntun, William Hargood, 
Israel Pellew, and W. G. Rutherford. Frigates — ^Amazon, Am- 

fhion, Decade, Captains Parker, Hosto, ana John Stewart. The 
'rench fleet consisted of, — Bucentaur, 80, Vice-Admiral Villeneuve; 
Neptune, 80 ; Indomptable, 80 ; Formidable, 80 ; Aigle, 74 : Atlas, 
74 ; Swiftsure, 74 ; Berwick, 74 ; Mont Blanc, 74 ; Intr^pide, 74 ; 
Pluton, 74 ; Scipion, 74 ; six 44 -gun frigates and one of twenty-six 
guns ; three corvettes, and the Cyane, English prize, which had 
been taken in the preceding year, May 12, by tne Hortense and 
Hermione, near Martinique : the Dido, 44, afterwards joined. The 
six Spanish ships of the lino which joined at Cadiz were the 
Argonauta, 90, Admiral Gravina, commander-in-chief; Firme, 80; 
Terrible, 80 ; San Raphael, 80 ; San Jago del America, 64 ; San Jago 
del Esjpana, 64 ; and one fingate, Santa Magdalena, 44. This com- 
bined fleet had on board from 3,000 to 3,200 French troops, and 
6x)m 1,500 to 1,600 Spanish, exclusive of about 600 under orders at 
3fartinique, and about 1,000 \mOL©T otA«w^ ^.t Guadaloupe. Two 
more new Fr e nchshipB of the Vove «i&Qn}«x^ V^\si^. 
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that the combined squadrons were still in Cadiz — I wish 
they were : but I am sorry to believe they are now in the 
. West Indies, or just off." 

Nelson's attention was now directed to the West Indies ; 
but although anxious beyond description, there was no 
hurry or distraction of thought. Everything was weighed 
with the coolest judgment, and provided against with the 
utmost forethought. On the 11th he dispatched the 
Martin sloop, Captain E.. H. Savage, with a letter to Lord 
Seaforth at ^arbadoes ; and on the same day Hear- Admiral 
Knight, with the expected convoy of 5,000 troops, passed 
towards the Straits. Nelson, in his letter, requestea Lord 
Seaforth, in case Hear- Admiral Cochrane should not be at 
Barbadoes, to open the official letter, and recommended 
its being forwarded on as expeditiously as possible. He 
also earnestly begged that an embargo mignt be laid on 
all vessels at Barbadoes, that the enemy might not be ap- 
prised of his approach.] Before sailing, ne addressed a few 
lines to Lord Sidmouth. " My lot," said Nelson, " seems 
to have been hard, and the enemy's most fortunate ; but 
it may tijm. Patience and perseverance will do much." 

On the 15th of May the fleet reached Madeira ; and the 
next day a vessel, having the appearance of an enemy's 
cruiser, was chased for a short time without effect. The 
greatest exertion was employed tx> make an expeditious 
passage; and Nelson calculated on gaining eight or ten 
days on the enemy. On the 29th of May, the fleet being 
near Barbadoes, the Amazon was ordered on ahead,* to 
prepare whatever naval force there might be in Carlisle 
Bay, to join Lord Nelson on his approach, as he did not 
intend anchoring, but to proceed at once to Martinique. 

On crossing the tropic the following incident occurred, 
for the narration of which we are indebted to Rear- 
Admiral Pasco, then a Heutenant of the Victory. To re- 
lieve the monotony of the chase. Nelson permitted the tars 
to get up their nautical entertainment, the scene of which 
is properly confined to crossing the equator. Neptune, 
however, came on board in full-blown grandeur, attended 
by an innumerable train and the lovely Amphitrite, and 
was duly presented to the admiral, who, according to the 
fashion on such occasions, asked the news of his sea god- 
ship. The blimt personifier of the Sea deity^ altkcra.^ 
sadly wanting in tact, gave no very m^i'b WMssR«t. '^^^'^ 
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asked him what hacUbecome of the French fleet, and whe- 
ther he should overtake the eneiny — ^to which Neptune 
replied, that ho had boarded the French fleet three days 
ago, but that the French admiral hearing Nelson was in 
pursuit had altered his course and gone back again. The 
answer of the tar overcame Nelson's philosophy, and he 
turned upon his heel and walked dejected into ma cabin. 
Had Neptune given him a promise of overtaking the 
enemy, it would have been much more conducive to the 
harmony of the day. 

On the 3rd of June intelligence was received of the 
enemy being in the West Indies, from two British mer- 
chant ships ; and on the 4th the fleet arrived at Barba- 
does. Nelson lost no time in writing to the Admiralty. 
" I arrived off* here," he said, " at noon this day, where I 
found Eear- Admiral Cochrane in the Northumberland, 
and the Spartiate is just joining. There is not a doubt 
but that Tobago and Trinidad are the enemy's objects ; 
and although I am anxious in the extreme to get at their 
eighteen sail of the line, yet as Sir W. Myers has ofiered 
to embark himself with 2,000 troops, I cannot refuse such 
a handsome offer. I am now working to an anchorage, 
and I hope that we shall have sailed before six hours are 
over, witn the general and troops." 

The troops were embarked that same evening, and on the 
morning of the 5th the fleet sailed from Barbadoes, con- 
sisting of twelve sail of the line, four frigates, three sloops, 
and four smaller vessels. The Curieux brig. Captain 
Bettesworth, was detached to look into Tobago for in- 
formation ; and a vessel was sent to General Prevost at 
Dominica. Colonel Shipley, of the engineers, was also 
directed to communicate witn the nearest post on Trinidad, 
and ascertain the situation of the enemy. The British 
fleet stood to the southward with flne breezes all night. 
Nelson, on account of the strong lee currents which almost 
constantly run there, had been recommended to steer 
south by east from Barbadoes. On the 6th the fleet 
arrived ofl* Great Courland Bay, Tobago ; and Captain 
Henderson, of the Pheasant sloop, was directed to pro- 
ceed with all expedition to Trinidad, with Sir W. Myers* 
letters, and to seek for information as to whether the 
enemy were in the Gulf of Paria. 

** At Tobago all was bustle and apparent uncertainty, 
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when, in addition, the following singular occurrence took 
place. A merchant, particumrly anxious to ascertain 
whether the fleet was that of a mend or an enemy, had 
prevailed on his clerk, with whom he had also agreed re- 
specting signals, to embark in a schooner and stand to- 
wards it; and it unfortunately happened that the very 
signal made by the clerk corresponded with the affirmative 
signal which had been agreed on by Colonel Shipley, qf 
the enemy being at Trinidad, It was the close of the day, 
and no opportunity occurred of discovering the mistake. 
An American merchant-brig also had been spoken with 
the same day by the Curieux, probably sent to mislead, 
whose master reported that he nad been boarded a few 
days before by the French fleet off Grenada, standing to- 
wards the Boccas of Trmidad. No doubts were any 
longer entertained, the news flew throughout the British 
squadron, Uhe ships were ready for action before day- 
break, and Nelson anticipated a second Aboukir in the 
Bay of Paria. If further confirmation was necessary, it 
appeared in the seeming conflagration of one of our out- 
posts at daylight, and the party retreating towards the 
citadel. The admiral and officers of his squadron, after 
such corroboration, felt it difficult to believe the evidence 
of their senses, when, on entering the Gulf of Paria on the 
7th, no enemy was to be seen, nor had any been there ! 
The intelligence from St. Lucia, the corroborating accounts 
met with at Barbadoes, the American's report on Tobago, 
the schooner's signal, and conflagration of the outpost, 
were all false or delusive ; and had contributed to draw 
the fleet so far to leeward, that it could not, as it would 
seem, fetch to windward of Grenada."* 

At daylight on the 8th of June an advice-boat arrived 
from Barb^oes, with letters from Captain J. W. Maurice, 
announcing the capture of the Diamond £ock,t and that 
the combined fleet was still at Martinique, but that the 
French commodore had told him the Ferrol squadron, 
consisting of six sail of French and eight Spanish, had 
arrived in Fort Eoyal bay on the 4th. Nelson, writing to 
Lord Seaforth, said, " The information from St. Lucia of 

* Clarke and M 'Arthur, vol. ii. p. 410. 

i* A fortified rock so named, which Captain Maurico had com- 
manded 
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the combined squaditti Iiavingbeen ofif that island to wind- 
ward must have been very incorrect. I hare my doubts 
respecting the certainty of the arrival of the Ferrol 
squadron, as I have always understood that nothing could 
pass in or out of Fort Koyal without being seen ; but, 
powerful as their force may be, they shall not with im- 
punity make any great attacks. Mine is compact, theirs 
must DC unwieldy; and although a very pretty fiddle, I 
don't believe that either Gravina or Yilleneuve Know how 
to play upon it." 

On entering the Gulf of Paria, Nelson found, to his 
sorrow, the fallacy of the reports. He had, from tlie first, 
mistrusted them, and although his doubts had been based 
upon conjecture, they proved to be correct. He, however, 
immediately exertea his energies to remedy the error. 
Captain Maurice's intelligence leading him to believe that 
an attack would be made on Grenada, Nelson immediately 
shaped a course for that island, where he arrived on tlie 
9th. Here he received a letter from General Prevost, 
stating that the enemy had passed Dominica on the 6th, 
standmg to the nortnward. On the 8th they passed to 
leeward of Antigua, and captured a convoy of sugar-laden 
ships homeward bound, which had left St. John's during 
the preceding night. Having on his passage commum- 
cated with Dominica, Nelson was off Montserrat on the 
llth, and at sun-set of the 12th anchored in St. John's, 
Antigua, to disembark the troops. 

From this place he sent the Curieux to England with 
his despatches, among which was the following letter to 
his friend the Duke of Clarence : — " Your royal highness 
will easily conceive the misery I am feeling, at hitherto 
havinj^ missed the French fleet; and entirely owing to 
false information sent from St. Lucia, which arrived at 
Barbadoes the evening of June 3rd. This caused me to 
embark Sir William Mjers and 2,000 troops, and to pro- 
ceed to Tobago and Tnnidad. But for that false informa- 
tion, I should have been off Fort Boyal as they were 
putting to sea, and our battle most prooably would have 
been fought on the spot where the brave Eodney beat de 
Grasse. I am rather inclined to believe they are pushing 
for Europe to get out of our way ; and the moment my 
mind is made up, I shall stand »/or the Straits' mouth. 
But I must not move, after having saved these coloniaf 
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and 200 and upwards of sugar-laden ships, until I feel sure 
ihey are eone. We saw, about 200 leagues to the west- 
ward of Madeira,! a vessel which I took to be a French 
corvette, that watched us two days; but we could not 
take her. She, I hear, gave Gravina notice of our ap- 
proach, and that probably hastened his movements ; how- 
ever, I feel I have done my duty to the very utmost of 
my abilities." 

In the course of eight davs, Nelson had averted from 
our West India colonies that plunder and havoc with 
which they had been threatened. In this space of time, 
he had embarked and disembarked 2,000 troops, had 
entered the Gulf of Paria, and surmounting the various 
obstacles that retarded his progress, had shown his power 
to every island from Trinidad to St. Kitt's. He now 
resolved again to pursue them across the Atlantic. Some 
thought the enemy would tetmm, and attack Barbadoes ; 
some, that they would go to St. John's, Porto Rico, be 
there joined by reinforcements, and proceed to Jamaica : 
whilst others believed they would call at the Havanna for 
such Spanish ships as were ready, and sweep the coast of 
Nova Dcotia and Newfoundland. " I hear all," said 
Nelson, " and even feel obliged, for all is meant as kind- 
ness to me, that I should get at them. In this diversity 
of opinions I may as well follow my own, which is, that 
the Spaniards are gone to the Havanna, and that the 
French will either stand for Cadiz or Toulon — I feel most 
inclined to the latter place ; and then they may fancy 
that they will get to Egjrpt without any interrui)tion." 

On the 13th of June, Nelson sailed from Antigua with 
eleven line-of-battle ships, including the Spartiate, Captain 
Sir F. Laforej; ; confidently believmg that he should be 
able by superior management to reach Europe before 
the combined fleet. Whenever opportunities offered of 
going on board the Victory, without causing delay to the 
squadron, he would have the captains of the different 
ships on board to consult with him. 

" In one of these unreserved conversations, he said, * I 
am thankful that the enemy has been driven from the 
West India islands with so little loss to our country. I 
had made wp my mind to great sacrifices, for I had deter- 
mined, notwithstanding his vast superiority, to stop his 
career, and to put it out of his power to do any further 
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mischief. Yet, do not imagine I am one of tlioso bot- 
braincd people who fight at immense disadvantage, with- 
out an aaequatc object. My object is partly gained if we 
meet them. Wo shall find them not less than eighteen, 
I rather think twenty sail of the line, and therefore do 
not be surprised if I should not fall on them immediately. 
We wont part without a battle. I think the^ will be fflad 
to let me alone, if I will let them alone, wmch I ^nlTdo, 
either till we approach the shores of Europe, or they give 
me an advantage too tempting to be resisted.'"* 

The fieet continued stanoLng to the northward, but 
without any intelligence of the enemy. Writing on the 
16th June, to the Admiralty, Nelson thus expressed him- 
self: — " I may be mistaken in thinking that the enemy's 
fleet is gone to Europe ; and yet I cannot bring myself to 
think otherwise, notwithstanding the variety of opinions 
which different people of good judgment form. But I 
have called every circumstance that I have heard of their 
proceedings before me. I have considered the approach- 
mg season, the sickly state of their troops and snips, the 
means and time for defence which have been given to our 
islands, and the certainty with which the enemy must 
expect the arrival of our reinforcements, and therefore, if 
they were not able to make an attack for the first three 
weeks after they had reached the West Indies, they could 
not hope for greater success when our means of resistance 
had increased, and their means of defence were dimi- 
nished ; and it should be considered that the enemy will 
not give me credit for quitting the West Indies for tins 

montn to come My opinion is firm as a rock, that 

some counter- orders, or an mability to perform any ser- 
vice in these seas, have made them resolve to proceed 
directly to Europe, sending the Spanish ships to the 
Havanna." 

On the 18th, the Amazon reported having spoke a 
schooner, who had seen on the preceding Saturday, at 
sunset, a fleet, consisting of twenty-two sail of ships of 
war, steeringto the northward. The enemy by computa- 
tion bore N jS. by N. eighty-seven leagues. On the 19th, 
the Martin was aetachod to Gibraltar, and the Decade to 
Lisbon. Nelson's anxiety and depression of spirits was 
very great. 

* Clarke and M 'Arthur. 
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On the 2l8t, an entry appears in his diary, — " Mid- 
night, nearly calm, saw three planks, which I think oame 
from the French fleet. Very miserable, which i^ery 
foolish." At the beginning of July the wind shifted to 
the north-east, with rain. " It appears hard," exclaimed 
he, " but as it pleases God ; he knows what is best for us 
poor weak mortis." No circumstance of moment occurred 
during the remainder of the voyage, but Nelson for a con- 
siderable time calculated the daily supposed track and 
position of the enemy. 

On Wednesday, 17th of July, the fleet got sight of 
Cape St. Vincent, making the whole run from Barbuda 
3,459 miles. The distance traversed in the run from Cape 
St. Vincent to Barbadoes was 3,227 miles, so that the run 
back was only 232 miles more than the passage out, ave- 
raging nearly 112 miles a day. On the 18th, being in 
want of provisions, the fleet steered for Gibraltar ; and at 
ten, Vice- Admiral Collin gwood, mistaking the British 
fleet for the enemy, passed to the northward. Next day 
the fleet anchored at Gibraltar. On the 20th, Nelson 
remarked in his diary, " I went on shore for the first time 
since the 16th of June, 1803, and from having my foot 
out of the Victory two years wanting ten days." 

On the 21st, the ships were busily employed getting 
ready for sea, and Lord Nelson sent home his despatches 
in a merchant brig. 

The fleet immoored on the 22nd, and at 8h. p.m., 
anchored in Mazari Bay to water. On the 24th the 
Decade joined, but without information of the enemy. 
The fleet weighed at noon, and stood for Ceuta. On the 
next day the Termagant joined, with an account that the 
combined fleet had been seen by the Curieux on the 19th, 
standing to the northward. 

Having passed the Straits, and communicated with Col- 
lingwood, Nelson proceeded oflP Cape Sbr Vincent. ** And 
now a circumstance occurred, wmch, though trifling in 
itself, marked the extraordinary mind of Nelson. An 
American merchant-ship, spoken by one of the frigates, 
had fallen in a little to the westward of the -^ores 
with an armed vessel, having the appearance of a priva- 
teer dismasted, and which had evident marks of having 
been set fire to and run on board by another ship, 
the impression of whose stem had penetrated the top 
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sides. The crew had forsaken her, and the fire most 
probably had gone out of its own accord. In the cabin 
hadPl^en found a log-book and a few seamen's jackets, 
which were given to the officer, and taken on board tlie 
Victory ; and, with these, the admiral immediately en- 
deavonred to explain the mystery, and to discover some 
farther intelligence of the enemy. The log-book, which 
closed with this remark, ' Two large ships in the W.N. 
W.,' showed, in his opinion, that the aoandoned vessel 
had been a Liverpool privateer cruising off the Western 
Islands. In the leaves of this log-book, a small scrap of 
dirty paper was found filled with fifi:ures, which no one 
could make anything of but Lord Nelson, who, immedi- 
ately, on seeing it, remarked, ' They are French charac- 
ters ! ' After an attentive examination, he said, ' I can 
unravel the whole : this privateer had been chafed and 
taken by the two ships that were seen in the W-N.W. 
The prize-master, who had been put on board in a hurry, 
omitted to take with him his recKoning, there is none m 
the log-book ; and this dirty scrap of paper, which none 
of you could make anything of, contains his work for the 
number of days since the privateer last set Corvo, with 
an unaccounted-for run, which I take to have been the 
chase, in his endeavour to find out his situation by back- 
reckonings. The jackets I find to be the manufacture of 
France, which prove the enemy was in possession, of the 
privateer ; and I conclude, by some mismanagement she 
was run on board of afterwards by one of them, and dis- 
masted. Not liking delay (for I am satisfied those two 
ships were the advance ones of the French squadron), 
ana fancying we were close at their heels, they set fire to 
the vessel, and abandoned her in a hurry. If my explan- 
ation, gentlemen, bo correct, I infer from it they aare gone 
more to the northward, and more to the northward 1 will 
look for them.' Subsequent information proved that he 
was correct in every part of his interpretation."* 

Hoping to profit by the information, the Aeet stood 
more to the northward. On the 12th August the Niobe 
was spoken, tliree days from the Channel fleet, at whidi 
time no intelligence had been obtained of the enemy's 
arrival in any of the ports of the Bay of Biscay. On the 
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15th, they fell in with Admiral Cornwallis off Ushant, 
and in the evening JNTelson received orders to proceed with 
the Victory and Superb to Portsmouth. A general feeling 
of regret, from Admiral Louis to thtf youngest boy, pre- 
vailed throughout the fleet, on parting with their gallant 
chief. " I look forward," said Hallowell, " with pleasure 
to your resuming the command of us, to lead your old 
Mediterranean squadron to a victory which will give much 
satisfaction to the country." 

It was a most noble trait in Nelson's character, that he 
never was found to undervalue the actions of his brother- 
officers. The gallantry and misfortunes of Calder, which 
he Icamt on arriving m the Channel, particularly claimed 
his sympathy. Writing to Captain Fremantle, he said, 
" I was in truth bewildered by the account of Sir Eobert 
Calder's victory, and the joy of the event ; together with 
the hearing that the nation was not content, which I am 
sorry for. Who can command all the success which our 
country may wish for P We have fought together, and 
therefore well know what it is. I have had the best-disposed 
fleet of friends, but who can say what may be the event of 
a battle P And it most sincerely grieves me, that in any 
of the papers it should be insinuated, ' Lord Nelson could 
have done better.* I should have fought the enemy, so 
did my friend Calder. Who can promise that he will be 
more successful than another P I only wish to stand upon 
my own merits, and not by comparison, one way or the 
other, with the conduct of a brother-officer." The 
Victory anchored at Spithead on the 17th of August, 
" Just two years and three months," wrote Nelson, "from 
my arrival at Portsmouth, in 1803." 

The West India merchants, through their chairman, 
Sir E». Neave, Bart., were among the first, on the admiral's 
arrival in London, to express their high sense of his 
prompt determination in quitting the Mediterranean, and 
his sagacity in pursuing the combined fleet to the West 
Indies, and all classes united in welcoming him after his 
long and arduous services. Nelson's presence imparted 
vigour and firmness to the operations of government. 
Lord Barham, then First Lord of the Admiralty, on 
receiving Nelson's journals, perused the whole narrative 
with attention, and afterwards admitted, he had not be- 
fore sufficiently appreciated his exttsjoit^Miasr^ Xai^^'^'a., 

p 
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Tliis opinioa was immediately communicated to the 
cabinet, with an assurance from Lord Barham, that an 
unbounded confidence ought to be placed in Nelson ; and 
that he was, above all otners, the one to be employed on 
the station he had so ably watched, and whose political 
relations he so thoroughly understood. 

Nelson's most anxious wish was, to be once more 
in command of the fleet in which he was so universallj 
beloved. The voice of the country was in strict unison 
with this desire. " In some occasional interviews with 
Lord Barham at the Admiralty, he now expressed his 
readiness to obey the voice of ms country, and pointed 
out various means by which additional effect nusht be 
given to the service on which he was about to be em- 
ployed. Ho visited also the other departments of govern- 
ment, opened his mind without reserve or fear, and 
traced, with the decision and even authority of a statesman, 
the various plans that required immediate attention. He 
showed ministers the dangers to which they were par- 
ticularly exposed in the Mediterranean, the errors which 
had too long been persisted in, and the events and ehangef 
that might be expected to take place in Europe, firom the 
prevaiUng aspect of its political horizon. At manr of 
these ministerial conferences, the late Admiral Sir Kicnard 
Keats attended his friend ; who frequently appealed to 
him, particularly in their last interview witn Mr. Pitt, for 
the truth of what he asserted, and also for further infor- 
mation on those subjects, of which the hbcral mind of 
Nelson confessed that Keats had a greater knowledge 
than himself."* During one of Nelson's visits to ^e 
Admiralty previous to leaving England, the list of the 
navy was given him by Lord Barhimi, who desired him to 
choose his own officers. Nelson returned it, saying, 
"Choose yourself, my lord, the same spirit actuates 
the whole profession ; you cannot choose wrong," Lord 
Barham then desired that the admiral would, without 
reserve, dictate to the private secretary the names of the 
ships he wished in addition to his present squadron. It 
was owing to this unlimited confidence on the part of 
Lord Barham, that the Mediterranean fleet received 
constant reinforcements, which, from not sailing in a 

* Clurko and M 'Arthur. 
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body, arrived without information of them reaching the 
enemy. 

Towards the end of August, Captain Blackwood arrived 
in the Euryalus, with the news of the blockade of the 
combined fleets in Cadiz. On his way to London with the 
despatches, he called at Merton about Ave o'clock in the 
morning. Nelson was already up and dressed. On seeing 
Blackwood, he exclaimed : — " I am sure you bring me 
news of the French and Spanish fleets, and I think I shall 
yet have to beat them." Captain Blackwood briefly told 
him the news, and after expressing hopes that he should be 
present on the occasion, left for the Admiralty. Kelson 
was not long in following,* and everything was speedily 
arranged for his departure. 

On the night of Friday, September 13th, having taken 
leave of his brother "William, Lady Hamilton, and his 
friends who were at Merton, Nelson, with a mind much 
agitated, pursued his route to Portsmouth—" to serve," as 
he expressed himself in his diary, " his king and country." 
He appeared, from his conversations with the Duke of 
Clarence and with Lord Sidmouth, to anticipate a desperate 
battle, and to have a strong presentiment of never return- 
ing. On leaving Merton, he offered up the following sub- 
lime prayer to the Q-od of battles :-^" May the great Grod 
whom I adore, enable me to fulfll the expectations of my 
country ; and if it be his good pleasure that I should re- 
turn, my thanks will never cease being offered up to the 
throne of his mercy. If it be his good providence to cut 
short my days upon earth, I bow with the greatest sub- 
mission, relying that he will protect those so dear to me 
whom I ma^ leave behind. His will be done. — ^Amen." 

" He arrived at the George Inn, Portsmouth, at six in 
the following morning, and having arranged everything 
with his accustomed quickness, went to that part of the 
beach to embtok for the Victorjr, where tne bathing 
machines are placed.f The scene is described as having 
been singularly affecting. He was followed by numbers 

* If ever Lord Nelson met the late duke of Wellington, it must 
have been at this period. The duke, then Sir Arthur Wellealey, 
arrived in Englana in September, and it was probable that the 
great heroes might in that month have met at one of the public 
ofiBcea. 

t The site of the Queen's Rooms. 

p2 
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of his countrymen in tears, many of whom knelt down 
before him, and blessed the beloved hero of the British 
nation. The affectionate heart of Nelson could not bat 
sympathize with the great interest that was taken in liis 
welfare, and, turning round to Captain Hardy, he said :— 
* I had their huzzas before — I have their hearts now.' 
A fresh proof of the attachment of the common seamen to 
him had also appeared ; the crew of the Superb, Captain 
JLcats, which ship, owing to her necessary repairs, was not 
ready for sea, were heard to express their desire that they 
might be turned over to some ship in the harbour whicn 
was ready, in order to go back with their admiral to the 
Mediterranean. Mr. Bose and Mr. Canning accompanied 
Lord Nelson to his ship, and dined on board whilst the 
Victory was preparing to sail." * 

Writing to Mr. Davison, he said :— " Day by day, my 
dear friend, I am expecting the fleet to put to sea— every 
day, hour, and moment ; and you may rely, that, if it is 
in the power of man to get at them, it shall be done ; and 
I am sure that all my orethren look to that day as the 
finish of our anxious cruise. The event no man can say 
exactly, but I must think, or render great injustice to 
those under me, that, let the battle be when it may, it 
will never have been surpassed. My shattered frame, if 
I survive that day, will require rest, and that is all I shall 
ask for. If I fdl on such a glorious occasion, it shall be 
my pride to take care that my friends shall not blench for 
me. These things are in the liands of a wise and just 
Providence, and his will be done. I have got some tnfle, 
thank God, to leave to those I hold most dear, and I have 
taken care not to neglect it. Do not think I am low- 
spirited on this account, or fancy anything is to happen to 
me ; quite the contrary — my mina is calm, and I have 
only to think of destroyinff our inveterate foe." Tlie 
Victory weighed on the 15th, at daybreak, accompanied 
by Captain Blackwood, in the EuryoJus. The ships had 
to work down channel against strong winds. On the 17th, 
when off Plymouth, Nelson sent in the Euryalos to call 
out the Ajax and Thunderer. 

After a stormy passage, the Victory arrived off Cadiz 
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on the 29th of September, on which day Nelson completed 
his forty-seventh year. Since the 22nd of August, Col- 
lingwood had blockaded the enemy with eighteen sail of 
the line, when he was relieved by the arrivS of the Vic- 
tory. Nelson, desirous that there should be no saluting, 
which would inform the enemy of his arrival, or of that of 
a reinforcement, ordered the Euiyalus to precede him, 
and request Collingwood to withhold the customary com- 
pliment. The British fleet now numbered twenty-seven 
sail of the line, which brought it nearly upon an equality 
with the fleets of Spain ana France. 

When Nelson joined he found the fleet too near the 
harbour of Cadiz, which was distant not more than fifteen 
miles. The inshore squadron consisted of five sail of the line. 
He therefore determmed to stand further off", and to cruize 
sixteen or eighteen leagues to the westward of Cadiz near 
Cape St. Mary. His object in this 'move was in order to 
decoy the enemy out of port, while at the same time he 
guarded against the danger of being caught in a westerly 
gale, and being driven through the Straits. 

During his career Nelson had surprisingly escaped from 
professional enemies — two only he was acquainted with ; 
and the manner in which he requited ill services was beauti- 
fully shown in his conduct to one of the number then under 
his command. He had been the bearer of a message from 
Lord Barham to Sir Eobert Calder, touching the recent 
action off Ferrol. Nelson advised Calder to remain until 
after the action then about to ensue, but was unable to 
persuade him. Writing to Lord Barham, he said : — " I 
did not fail, immediately on my arrival, to deliver your 
message to Sir Robert Calder, and it will give your lord- 
ship pleasure to find, as it has me, that an mquuy is what 
the vice-admiral wishes, and that ho had written to you to 
say so. Sir Robert thinks that ho can clearly prove it 
was not in his power to bring the combined squadrons 
again to battle. Sir Robert felt so much, even at the idea 
of being removed from his own ship which he commanded, 
in the face of the fleet, that I much fear I shall incur 
the censure of the Board of Admiralty, for parting with 
a 90-gun ship before the force arrives which their 
lordships have judged necessary. But I trust that I 
shall be considered to have done right aa a man^ and 
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to a brother-officer in afEiction— my heart could not 
itand it." 

Nelson's reception on rejoining the fleet gave him 
great delight. The officers who repaired on board to 
welcome his return greeted him witn the utmost enthu- 
siasm. 

Nelson had reduced the in-shore squadron to the Hjdra 
and EuryaluB frigates, and outside of them, at a convenient 
distance for . signalling, he stationed four sail of the line. 
On the Ist of October, the Euryalus reconnoitred the port 
of Cadiz, and counted in the outer harbour eighteen 
French and sixteen Spanish ships of the line, apparently 
ready for sea. Between the 9th and 13th the Boyal 
Sovereign, Bellei sle, Africa, and Agamemnon, joined the 
fleet; but five sail, under llear- Admiral Louis, having 
been dispatched to Gibraltar for provisions and water, the 
number was again brought down to twenty-seven sail. 
Since the 10th the enemy's fleet had moved towards the 
entrance of the harbour, and evinced a disposition to put 
to sea. From the 10th to the 17th the wind continued to 
blow fresh from the westward, which kept them in ; but, 
on the 17th, at midnight, it shifted to the eastward. On 
Saturday, the 19th, at 7h. a.m., the combined fleet weighed, 
with a light breeze from the northward. Owing to the Tight- 
ness of the wind, however, only twelve ships got out, and 
these lay becalmed until the afternoon, when a breeze 
sprang up from the westward, and this division of the enemy 
stood to the northward, closely watched by the Euryalus 
and Sirius, which immediately signalled the cheering news 
to the British fleet. 

On this morning Nelson was more than usually anxious, 
and he came on deck under the full impression that the 
enemv's fleet had put to sea. No signal to that effect had 
then oeen made by the look-out frigates, but his lordship 
persisted in his belief that such a signal was flying. Both 
the signal-lieutenant, Pasco, and Uaptain Hardy went to 
the mast-head with their glasses to ascertain whether any 
such signal was out, but were unable to discover anything 
leading them to suppose that such was the case. About 
an hour afterwards a signal-gun announced that the 
enemy had put to sea. 

At dayligiit, on the 20th, the remainder of the enemy's 
fleet put to sea with a breeze from the south-east } but had 
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scarcely clettred the harbour when the wind changed to 
south-west, attended with thick weather. At 2h. p.M. the 
wind shifted to west-north-west, and the weather cleared up. 
Napoleon was so much dissatisfied yrith Villeneuve's con- 
duct in the action with Sir Robert Calder, that he appointed 
Vice- Admiral Rosily to succeed him; but that admiral 
not having arrived , Villeneuve remained in command, 
having under him the Spanish Vice- Admiral d'Alava and 
Rear- Admiral Dumanoir. The second part of the fleet, or 
reserve, was divided into two squadrons of six ships each ; 
the first under the Spanish Admiral Gravina, and the 
second commanded by Rear-Admiral Magon. 

A little before daybreak, on Monday the 21st, finding 
that the British were to windward, the French admir^ 
directed the three columns of the line of battle, in which 
the fleet was formed, to draw, without regard to priority 
of rank among the captains, into a close line of battle on 
the starboard tack, and to steer south-west. At daylight 
the two fleets were about twelve miles apart, the centre of 
the combined fleet bearing about east-by-south from the 
centre of the British, the wind being light from west- 
north-west, accompanied by a long ground swell. At 
6h. A.M. the enemy was distinctly seen from the decks of 
the British ships, the Victory being at this time distant 
from Cape Trafalgar about seven leagues. At 6h. 40m. 
Lord Nelson made the signals to form the order of sail- 
ing in two columns and prepare for battle, and in a few 
mmutes afterwards to bear up. At 8h. 30m. Villeneuve 
made the signal for his fleet to wear and form a line in 
close order on the larboard tack ; but, owing to the light 
air of wind and the great swell, it was not until lOh. that 
this movement was completed, and even then the line, if 
such it could be called, was very irregularly formed ; so 
much so, that it was nearly in the shape of a crescent, 
and, instead of the ships being in line ahead, some were 
at a distance to leeward, and others to windward of their 
proper stations. For the most part the ships were two, 
ana in some cases three abreast, and they were generally 
under topsails and topgallant-sails, vdth maintopsails to 
their masts.* 

* The following is a statement of the ships in both fleets, in the 
relative order in which they went into aotion : — 
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" Soon after daylight,** says Dr. Beatty, " Lord Nelson 
came upon deck ; he was dressed as usual in his admi- 
ral's frock-coat, bearing on the left breast four stars of 
different orders, which he always wore with his common 
apparel. He did not wear his sword in the battle of Tra- 
falgar, — it had been taken from the place where it hung 

BRITISH FLEET. 

WEATHER DIVISION. 
Ouiu. Sbipf. 

in/i V 4.^«r ( Vice- Adm. Lord Nelson (white) 

luu V ictory ^ Captain Thomas Masterman Hardy 

og ( T^m(Jrairo „ Eliab Harvey 

( Neptune „ Thomas F. Fremande 

«j I Ijoviathan „ Henrv Wm. Bayntun 

( Conqueror „ Israel Pellew 

inn Ti«j*„««;« i Ilear-Adm. Earl of Northesk (white) 

100 Britannia t Captain Charles Bullen ' 

fiA { Agamemnon „ Sir Edward Berry 

^ \ Africa „ Henry Di^bv 

/ Ajax Lieutenant John Piliold (acting) 

«i ) Orion Captain Edward Codrin^n 

* ] Minotaur „ Charles J. M. Mansfield 

VSpartiate „ Sir Francis Laforey 

«« ( Euryalus „ Hon. Henry Blackwood 

**^ t NaXad „ Thomas Dundas 

Pickle schooner. . Lieutenant John R. Lapenotioro 

LEE DIVISION. 

lAA T> 1 cj • ( Vice- Adm. Cuthbert ColUmrwood (blue) 
100 Iloyal Sovereign | Captain Edward Rotheram*^ ^ ^ 

« . ( BelloiHle „ William Hargood 

' \ Mars „ George Duff 

80 Tonnant „ Charles Tyler 

I' Bollerophon ,, John Cooke 

74 < Colossus ,, James Niooll Morris 

lAchillo „ RicliardKing 

98 Drea/lnou^ht .... ,, John Conn 

64 Polyi>homus „ Robert Redmill 



74 



'Revenge „ Robert Moorsom 

Swifbsure „ George Rutherford 



Defiance ,, Philip C. C. H. Durliam 

Thimdoror Lieutenant John Stockham (actiii^r) 

Defence Captain George Hope 

08 Prince „ Richard Grindall 

Q^fPhflobe „ Hon. Thomas Bladen CaiKjl 

'^^t^irius „ William Prowso 

Entroprenante cutter Lieutenant John Purvor 

Tho names of the shipB oC 0\q com\Axi(A ^^t (^the Spaniiih boing in 
itedioH) wore as foU«w, oommoacVuft^tXi^^ TtfwSJtxrN<^»i^«aaas5^ j-« 
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up in Ills cabin, and was laid i^eS'dy on his table ; but it is 
supposed he forgot to call for it. This was the onlyaction 
in which he ever appeared without a sword. He dis- 
played excellent spirits, and expressed his pleasure at the 
prospect of giving a fatal blow to the naval power of 
France and Spain, and spoke with a confidence of obtain- 
ing a signal victory, notwithstanding the inferiority of the 
British fleet, declaring to Captain Hardy that * he would 
not be contented with capturing less than twenty sail of 
the line.* He afterwards pleasantly observed, *that tho 
2l8t of October was the happiest day in the year among 
his family,' but did not assign the reason of this. His 
lordship had previously entertained a strong presentiment 
that this would prove the auspicious day; ana had several 
times said to Captain Hardy and Doctor Scott (chaplain 
of the ship and foreign secretary to the commander-in- 
chief, whose intimate friendship he enjoyed), * The 21st of 
October will be our day.*"* 

The wind was so light, that although the British ships 
had studding-sails on both sides, they did not go more 
than two knots an hour, and scarcely that ; and while tho 
fleet was thus slowly nearing the enemy. Nelson visited 
the different decks of the Victory, cautioning the men not 
to fire without being sure of their object. At about 
eleven o*clock. Lieutenant Pasco, having to make a report 
to Lord Nelson, and intending at the same time to repre- 
sent to his lordship that he considered himself unfortu- 



Guns. Ships. 

{NepUuie 
Scipion 
Intr^pido 
100 Ra>jo 
80 Formidable (flag) 
C Duguay Trouin 
I Montblanc 
74 A San Francisco de As 
San A ugustin 
[_H€ros 
130 Santisima Trinidad 
QQ ( Bucentaure 

\ Neptune 
64 San Leandro 



IS 



(flag) 



« J f Bedoutable n , 

( Sail Justo 
80 Indomptable 
* Narrative of the Death of Nelson. 



(}im<5. Bhips. 

112 Santa Ana (flag) 
' Fougueux 
Monarca 
Pluton 

Algesiras (flag) 
74 -i Bahama 
Ai^le 
Swiftsure 
Argonauto 
[^Montanez 
80 Argonauta 

/'Berwick 
M.) San JiMn Neiyomuceno 
'^\Sc 



San Ildefonso 
VAchUlo ^ 

112 Principe de Asturxas (flag) 
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natc on gnch an occasion — heinfr the senior lieutenant — to 
be doing duty m si^al-ofllcer, proceeded to the admiral's 
cabin. " On cnteriniaf," said he, " I discovered his lord- 
ship on his knees writing. He was then penning that 
beautiful prayer. I waited until he rose, and communi- 
cated what I had to report, but could not at such a mo- 
ment disturb liis mind with any grievances of my own." 
The following is the prayer referred to : — " May the 
Ghreat God, whom I worsnip, grant to my country, and 
for the benefit of Europe in general, a great and glorious 
victory; and may no misconduct in anyone tarnish it; 
and may humanity after victory be the predominant fea- 
ture in the British fleet ! Por myself individually, I com- 
mit my life to Him that made me ; and may His blessing 
alight on my endeavours for serving my country faith- 
fully! To Him I resign myself and tne great cause which 
is entrusted me to defend. Amen, amen, amen." 

Thinking that the Victory, as the flag-ship and leader 
of the column, would draw the principal attention of the 
enemy's fire, it was proposed to iNelson, by Captain 
Blackwood, that the Temeraire should go ahead of her ; 
and to this proposal Lord Nelson replied, ** Oh ! yes, let 
her go ahead, but at the same time had no intention of 
allowing her, nor would he permit an inch of canvas to 
be taken in. The Victory continued, therefore, to lead 
the column, closely hugged by the Tdmoraire. Appre- 
hensive that the enemy might run for Cadiz, then at no 
great distance under their lee. Nelson telegraphed to 
Collingwood, " I intend to pass through the van of the 
enemy's lino, to prevent him from getting into Cadiz." 
At llh. 40m. A.M. Lord Nelson ordered his last and never- 
to-be-forgotten telegraphic signal to be made, " England 

EXPECTS THAT BVEBY MAN WILL DO HIS DUTY;" aud thc 

purport of this signal having been communicated to the 
men at their quarters, it was greeted with throe hearty 
cheers, and excited the most lively enthusiasm among 
ofiiccrs and men. In reference to this signal, Bear- 
Admiral John Pasco, who was signal-lieutenant of the 
Victory at the time, has stated that Lord Nelson first gave 
directions to make the signal, '* England confides,** Scc.t 
but that thc word " confides" not bei^ in the vocabulary, 
Lieutenant Piisco suggested the word " expect*, " to which 
Mb lordship immediately assented. 
The FouguetUi the ihip next Mtem to tlie Santa-Aoaf 
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about ten minuteB tefore noon, fired a shot to try the 
rang;e of her guns, upon which the Victory and aJi the 
British ships hoisted their colours. Both divisions of the 
fleet wore the St. George's ensign, the better to distin- 
guish the colours from those of the enemy, also a union- 
jack on the fore topmast-stay and many on the maintop- 
maat-stav. Shortly afterwards the combined fleets hoisted 
their colours ; and the Santa-Ana, with several ships 
ahead and astern, commenced a heavy fire upon the Hoyal 
Sovereign, then bearing from the Victory south-east two 
miles, and from the Beileisle east-by -north, distant about 
a quarter of a mile. At ten minutes past noon, the Royal 
Sovereign commenced the action by passing close under 
the stem of the Santa- Ana, discharging every gun of her 
larboard broadside as it came to bear, then luffing round 
she took up her station on the starboard bow of her oppo- 
nent. In breaking through the line the Royal Sovereign 
flred her starboard broadside into the Fougueux. 

The feelings of the two noble admirals almost at the 
same moment found utterance : Collingwood, as his ship 
was thus gallantly commencing the nght, observed to 
Captain B^theram, " What would Nelson give to be 
here P " and at the same instant Nelson, observing his 
friend in his enviable position, exclaimed, " See how nobly 
Collingwood carries his ship into action." 

The Boyal Sovereign was followed by the Beileisle, 
Mars, and other ships of the lee line, and all of which 
were closely engaged, before the Victory could get into 
action. 

The weather column, led by the Victory, steered a more 
northerly course than the lee line, Nelson being anxious, 
as before observed, to prevent the enemy's escape into 
Cadiz. Nelson's object was now to single out the flag 
ship of Admiral Villeneuve ;* but although all the glasses 
on Doard the ship were in requisition, the flag could not 
be discovered. In this dilemma. Nelson determined to 
steer for his old acquaintance the Santisima Trinidad, 
rightly conjecturing that he should thus hit upon Ville- 
neuve also. 

As the Victory rolled down at a sluggish pace towards 
the enemy. Nelson's anxiety was so great, tnat it caused 

* Villeneuve was on board the Buoentaure ; but it appears his 
flog was flying in a frigate. 
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him to diftrc^ard tho suggestions of caution. Ho would 
not permit the hammocks to bo stowed higher than usual, 
because they would have obscured his view of the enemy's 
ships. Ana yet his mind was intent at the same time to 
guard against any injury to his ship. The hammocks 
were, as usual, covered with black painted cloths ; but 
knowing tlio danger to bo apprehended from fire in the 
close action to which the ship wds about to be subjected, 
he gave directions for the white canvas cloths to be 
brought up from below, and spread over all. These being 
thoroughly saturated with water, doubtless afforded much 
protection during the action. 

At about twenty minutes past noon, the Bncentaure fired 
a shot at the Victory. The shot fell short, but in two or 
three minutes, a second shot pitched close alongside ; a 
third and a fourth followed in quick succession, one pass- 
ing over tho ship, and another making a hole in the nuun- 
top-gallant sail, thus giving a visible proof that the ship 
was within range. A minute's awful pause ensued, and 
then, as if by the signal, seven or eight ships opened a 
fire upon the Victory of tho most destructive ana trying 
kind. Mr. Scott, the admiral's secretary, while conversiDg 
with Captain Hardy, was shot dead. Judging from the 
course pursued by the lee division that it was the Bri^ 
admiral's intention to pass through the line also, the 
enemy closed towards that point to which the Victory was 
advancing. The Santa Ana, however, remaiiiing sta- 
tionary, engaged by the Sovereign, and the ships near her 
having full employmont from the immediate K>Ilower8 of 
Colling wood, tiio enemy's fleet was divided nearly in the 
centre — leaving fourteen ships in tho van, and nineteen in 
tho rear divisions, with a space of nearly a mUc between 
them. 

The Victory had arrived within 500 or 600 yards of the 

enemy, when her mizcn-topmast was shot away, and dso 

her wheel, so that she was obliged to* bo steered by the 

relieving tackles below. A shot about this time killed 

eight marines on the poop, after which Captain Adair, by 

Lord NcIhou's r(?qucst, ordered his men to lie down. 

Shortly afterwards, a splinter from the fore-brace hiti 

parsed between Nelson and Hardy, and a part of it tore 

away tho buckle from l\vo %\\oo ci^ the latter. Both looked 

earnestly and aaxiouaVy, oa«\i wxwjo^vmj^^^vJmwc to ban 

been injured. lSc\»oti raxV\fi«i, w^ %«^/'^^i^'B^Na^\i!»^^«aL 
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work to last long, Hardy." Captain Hardy remarked the 
impossibility or getting through the clustor of ships 
a-head without running foul of one of them, to which his 
lordship quickly replied, " I cannot help it : it does not 
signify which we run on board of; go on board which you 
please : take your choice." 

By this time the Victory (whose sails were hanging in 
tatters) had lost full fifty men killed and wounded ; but it 
was now her turn to begin. Having at length determined 
to pass under the stern of the Bucentaurelas the only 
mode of breaking the line, the Victory's helm, at about 
Ih. P.M., was put hard a-port, but there was scarcely space 
enough to enable her to go clear. The Victory, therefore, 
passed so close to the larboard side of the JBucentaure, 
that as she poured her well-directed and tremendous 
broadside into that ship, the effect of it was so great, that 
the French ship was observed to heel two or three streaks 
on receiving it. The Victory then hauled round as close 
under the stern of the French ship as was practicable, in 
the hope of bringing her to action to leeward, but this 
was prevented by the advance of the Eedoutable, a colli- 
sion with which ship quickly took place. 

The best bower anchor of the Victory, and the spare 
anchor of the Bedoutable, were broken oy the blow, and 
the concussion drove the latter ship round off, nearly 
before the wind. This happened at about Ih. 10m. p.m. 
The ships would, however, m all probability, have sepa- 
rated, had not their yard-arms been foul, which kept them 
together. The larboard broadside of the Victory was, 
therefore, constantly employed upon the Bucentaure and 
Santisima, but principally upon the latter, and her star- 
board guns found full employment with lie Eedoutable, 
her immediate opponent. 

Nelson continued pacing the quarter-deck with Hardy, 
their walk being bounded abaft hy the wheel, and forward 
by the compamon ladder, a distance of about twenty -five 
feet only. At Ih. 25m. bis lordship was about to turn to 
walk aft, when he received the fatal bullet. Hardy turn- 
ing, observed his admiral in the aet of falling ; and before 
he could prevent it, his lordship was on his knees, with 
his left hand just touching the deck, very near to the 
same spot whereon his secretary, Mr. Scott, had fallen. 
On Captain Hardy's expressing a boy^ \Ja3BX. \iL^\'3^^s^Ks^ 
was not severely wounded, I!^e\aoii ^oiSi, ^^Taai^^s:^'^ ^^^^ 
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for mo at last, Hardy/' " I hope not," replied the ea]^ 
tain. ** Yes/' continued Lis lordship ; '* my backbone if 
shot i])rou^h/' A musket ball had entered the led 
shoulder, through tho strap of the epaulette, and, de- 
scending, had lodged in tho spine. Serjeant Seeker, of 
tlie mannes, and tvro seamen, conveyed the wounded hero 
to the cockpit. 

The direction taken by the bullet proves that it must 
have been fired from aloft, and that it came from the 
mizen-top of the liedoutable ; but there is scarcely suffi- 
cient reason for believing that it was aimed in particular 
at Nelson. It was most probably a chance shot, but 
notwitlistandin^ this, the direction from which it came led 
to tho destruction of every man in the mizen-top of the 
liedoutable. Captain Adair immediately snatched up a 
muHket, and witli a midshipman, Mr. John Pollard, and 
many others, continued to fire at the men in the mizen* 
top of tlio liedoutable, until ono by one they were 
observed to fall. 

The loss liad been so severe on the quarter-deck and 
poor) of tho Victorv, that Captain Hardy, Captain Adair, 
of tne marines, and two or tiirce officers, were nearly all 
who remained. Observing tho deserted appearance ot the 
deck, tho captain of tho Kedoutable ordered an attempt 
to bo made to board ; but the remaining marines, assisted 
by a few small arm men, kept up so eontinnal and 
animated a lire, that tho men assembled in the main- 
rigging with this intention were shot down as fast as they 
appeared. In repelling this attack, the gallant Adair wis 
kdled, and Lieutenant Bam mortally, and Mr. Greorge 
A. Westphal,* midshipman, severely wounded : many sea- 
men ana marines also foil. 

As Nelson was being conveyed below. Dr. Bcatty states 
that ho caused his face and stars to bo coyercd by his 
handkerchief, in order that he mi^ht pass unnoticed by 
the crow. On reaching the cockpit, the dyinjj hero was 
laid upon a midshipman's mattress,' and stripped of his 
clothes, when tho surgeon proceeded to probo tho wound, 
which ho soon ascertamed to bo mortal, an opinion which 
Nelson had from the first entertained. The sufferings of 
his lordship, from pain and thirst, were very great. In 

• Now JlojirAdinlnil Bir Ooorgo Augustus WostphoL 
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about an hour and ten minutes after Nelson liad been 
carried below, Hardy, availing himself of a moment's 
respite from his duties, visited his dying admiral. " They 
shook hands," says Dr. Beatty, " very affectionately, and 
Nelson said, * Well, Hardy, how goes the battle P How 

foes the day with usP* 'Very well, my lord,' replied 
lardy ; *we have got twelve or fourteen of the enemy's 
ships m our jjossession ; but five of their van have tacked 
ana show an intention of bearing down upon the Victory ; 
I have, therefore, called two or three of our fresh ships 
round us, and have no doubt of giving them a drubbing.' 
* I hope,' said his lordship, * none of otLv ships have struct. 
Hardy.' * No, my lord, replied'Hardy, * there is no fear 
of that.* Lord Nelson then said, *I am a dead man. 
Hardy ; I am going fast, it will be allpver with me soon.' " 
Hardy in a minute or two returned to the deck, and the 
Victory soon afterwards opened her fire upon Dumanoir's 
squadron, passing to windward, as before described. The 
concussion of the firing caused great distress to his lord- 
ship ; and, apostrophizing his ship, he exclaimed, " Oh, 
Victory, Victory, how you distract my poor brain!" The 
Orion and other ships havinff neared the Victory, Duma- 
noir and his squadron hauled their wind to the southward, 
offering no further molestation. 

In about fifty minutes after Hardy had returned, to the 
deck, he a second time descended to the cockpit, and 
again shook hands with Lord Nelson, at the same moment 
congratulating him on the brilliant victory the British fleet 
had achieved ; and, although unable to ascertain the exact 
nimiber of the enemy's ships that had struck, he was certain 
that fourteen or fifteen had surrendered. His lordship 
answered, " That is well, but I bargained for twenty ; "* 

* The names of the ships which had actually surrendered at this 
time were : — 





SPANISH. 




FRENCH. 


Guns. Shins. 


Qans. Ships. 


130 Santisima Trinidad 


80 Bucentaure 


112 Santa Ana 




Intr^pide 


gQ ( Neptuno 
( Argonauta 




KedoutAble 




Fougueux 




'San Augustm 


74^ 


Algesiras 




Monarca 


Aigle 


74- 


Bahama 




S^nnfbsuro 




San Juan Nepomuoeno 




Berwick 




^San ndefonbo 




^Aohille 



and then 
anchor ! " 
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emphatically exclaimed, "Anchor, Hardy, 
" I Buppose, my lord," continued Captain 
Hardy, " that Admiral Collingwood will now take upon 
himself the direction of aflTairg P " " Not while I live, I 
hope, Hardy," cried the dyin^^ hero ; and endearouring 
incfTcctually to raise himself from the bed, exclaimeo, 
'* No ! do 2/ou anchor. Hardy ! " Captain Hardy then aaid, 
*' Shall we make the signal, SirP" " Yes," answered hia 
lordship; ** for if I live, I'll anchor." Captain Hardy, 
after remaining about three minutes with his dying chief, 
went on deck. 

"Lord Nelson," says Dr. Bcatty, "now desired Cheva- 
lier, his steward, to turn Tiim upon his right side j whidi, 
being effected, his lordship said, ' I wish I had not left 
the aeck, for I shall soon be gone.' He afterwards became 
very low, his breathing was oppressed, and his voice faint. 
He said to Dr, Scott, * I have not been a great sinner : * 
and after a short pause, * Rcmemher that I leave Lady 
Hamilton and my daughter Horatia as a legacy to my 
country ; and,' added he, * never forget Horatia/ Hw 
thirst now increased, and he called, 'Drink, drink — fan, 
fan — rub, rub : ' addressing himself in the last case to Dr. 
Scott, who liad been rubbing his lordship's breast with his 
hand, from which he felt some relief. These words he 
spoke in a very rapid manner, which rendered his articu- 
lation difficult : but he every now and then, with evident 
increase of pain, made a greater effort with liia vocal 
powers, and pronounced distinctly these last word^, 
* Thank God, 1 have done my duty,' and this great senti- 
ment he continued to repeat as long as he was able to give 
it utterance. He breathed his last at thirty minutes past 
four o'clock." 

The moment the event was announced to Captain Hardy, 
he directed Lieutenant A. Hills to proceed to the Koyal 
Sovereign, and acquaint Admiral CoUingwood that Nelson 
was mortally wounded, not wishing to hurt the feelings of 
a friend, by stating that he was dead. Captain Blackwood 
aiTivcd on board tlie Victory soon afterwards, and Captain 
Hardy accompanied him, in the boat of the Euryaliui, to 
the Itoyal Sovereign, to acquaint the vice-admiral with 
what hod really happened, as well as to deliver Nelson's 
dying commands, that the fleet should be brought to 
anchor as soon as it was practicable. Vice- Admiral Col- 
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lingwood differed in tliis respect with hia di8ting:ui8lied 
friend, and on receiving the message, replied, " Anchor the 
fleet ! Why, it is the last thing I should have thought 
of."* 

At the conclusion of the action,t the land about Cape 
Trafalgar was in sight, bearing south-east-by-east, distant 
about eight miles, after which cape the battle was named. 



* Colllngwood's conduct has been subjected to seyere strictures, 
in reference to his non-compliance with the dying command of Lord 
Nelson, and there can be no doubt that he incurred a very distreesixig 
responsibility in consequence. The act, however, of not anchorinff 
the fleet inmiediately on the termination of the battle admits <n 
some extenuation. A great part of the fleet, and nearly all the 
prizes, were wholly unpreparea to anchor, their cables havinff been 
rendered unserviceable by shot. Had, therefore, the signal been 
made, those ships in a condition to comply would have brousfht up, 
while those unable to obey the signal would have become stul more 
dispersed, whereas by keeping underway the eJBTective were in a con- 
dition to assist the crippled ships, and, in the meanwhile, the prize 
crews were enabled to employ tnemselves in spUcing tiie cables, and 
in getting ready to anchor when the signal should be made, and it 
was made at 9h. f.m. 

t The losses sustained in this glorious encounter were as follow :•*-< 



TTT" 



Bhlpa 



WEATHER OOLUMir, 

Victory . . . 
T^m^raire . 
Neptune . . . 
Leviathan . 
Britannia . 
Conqueror . 

Africa 

Ap;amemnon 

Ajax 

Orion 

Minotaur . 
Spartiate . 



Total, 



KUled. 



67 

47 

10 

4 

10 

8 

18 

2 

2 

1 

3 

8 



160 



Woimded. 



102 

78 

34 

22 

42 

9 

44 

7 

9 

23 

22 

20 



410 



BhipoL 



LES 00i.DKir. 

RoyaJSoverdgn 

Belleisle 

Mars 

Tonnant 

Bellerophon . . 

Colossus 

Achllle 

Dreadnought . . 
Polyphemus . . 

Bevenge 

Swiftsure .... 

Defiance 

Thunderer 

Defence 

Prince 

Total 



KiU«d 



47 

83 

29 

26 

27 

40 

18 

7 

2 

28 

9 



289 



Woonded. 



Total, 449 killed, 1,241 wounded. 
Grand Total, 1,690. 



94 
93 



60 
128 
160 

69 

2e 

4 

'I 

63 
12 
29 



881 
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The names of the oflicers ofBcially returned killed and 
wounded, were : — ^Victory, killed : Vice-Admiral Lord 
NelBon ; John Scott, secretary ; Capt. (Marines) Charlea 
W, Adair; Lieut. W. Bam; Mids. Kobert Smith and 
Alexander Palmer: Captain's Clerk Thomas Whipple. 
Wounded : Lieuts. John Pasco and George M. Bii^li ; 
Lieuts. (Marines) Lewis B. Beeves and James G. Peake ; 
Mids. Wm. Rivers, Geo. A. Westphal, and Bichard 
Bulkeley. Tdm^raire, killed : Captain (Marines) Simeon 
Busigny ; Lieut, (do.) John Kingston ; Carpenter Lewis 
Oades ; Mid. Wm. Pitts. Wounded : Lieut. Jas, Mould ; 
Lieut. (Marines) Sam. J. Payne ; Boatsw. J. Brooks ; 
Mate F. S. Price ; Midshipman J, Eastman. Neptune, 
wounded : Captain's ClerK. Leviathan, woundea : J. 
W. Watson, Mid. Britannia, killed : Lieut. Fras. Bosk- 
ruge. Wounded: Steph. Trounce, master; WiUiam 
Grant, midshipman. Conqueror, killed: Lieuts. Bobt. 
Lloyd and W. St. George, Wounded : Lteut. (Marines) 
Thos. Wearing; Lieut. (Bussian Navy) Philip MendeL 
Africa, wounded : Lieut. Matthew Hay ; Capt. (Marines) 
Jas. Fynmore ; Mates Henry West and Ab. Tamer ; 
Mids. Fred. White, P. J. Elmhurst, and J. P. Bailey. 
Orion, wounded : Chas. Tause and T. P. Cable, midship- 
men. Minotaur, wounded: Jas. Bobinson, boatswain; 
J. S. Smith, midshipman. Spartiate, wounded : John 
Clarke, boatswain; Mids. Edward Bellairs and £dw. 
Knapman. Boyal Sovereign, killed : Lieut. .Brice Gilli- 
land ; Master Wm. Chalmers ; Lieut. (Marines) Bobert 
Green ; Mids. John Aikenhead and Thomas Braund. 
Wounded : Lieuts. John Clavell and James Baehford ; 
Lieut. (Marines) Jas. Le Vesconte ; Mate W. Watson ; 
Mids. G. Kennicott, Grenville Thonapson, J. Farrant, and 
John Campbell ; Boatswain Isaac Wilkinson. Belleisle, 
killed : Lieuts. Ebenr. Gale and John Woodin ; Mid. 
Goo. Nind. Wounded : Lieut. Wm. Ferrie ; Lieut. 
(Marines) John Owen ; Boatswain Andrew Gibson ; Mates 
W. H. Pearson, W. Cutfield ; Mids. Sam. Jago and J. T. 
Hodge. Mars, killed : Captain Duff ; Mids. Ed. Corbyn 
and Hen. Morgan. Wounded : Lieut. Ed. Wm. Gimrett 
and Jas. Black ; Master Thomas Cook; Capt. (Marines) 
T. Nomian ; Mids. J. Young, Geo. Gtiiren, W. J. Cook, 
J. Jenkins, and Alfred Luckrafb. Tonnant, killed : Mid. 
Wm. Brown. Wounded: Capt. Tyler; Lieut. Fred. 
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Hoffinaa ; Boatswain Eichard Little ; Mate H. Heady ; 
Captain's Clerk W. Allen. Bellerophon, killed: Capt. 
Cooke ; Master Edward Overton ; Mid. John Simmons. 
Wounded : Capt. (Marines) John Wemyss ; Boatswain 
Th. Bobinson ; Mate E. Hartley 5 Mids. W. N. Jewell, 
Jas. Stone, Thos. Bant, and George Pearson. Colossus, 
killed: Thomas Scriven, master. Wounded: Captain 
Morris ; Lieuts. George Bully and Wm. Forster ; Lieut. 
(Marines) J. Benson ; Boatswain Wm. Adamson ; Mate 
Henry Millbanke ; Mids. W. A. Herringham, F. Thistle- 
way te, T. G. Eeece, H. Snellerove, B. m'Lean, Geoi^e 
Wharrie, Tim. Benou, and George Denton. AchUfe, 
killed : Mid. J. F. Mugg. Wounded : Lieuts. Parkins 
Prynn and Josias Bray ; Capt. (Marines) Palms Westropp 
and Lieut. Wm. Liddon ; Mate G. Pegge ; Mids. W . 
H. Staines, W. J. Snow, and W. Smith Warren. Dread- 
not^ht, wounded: Lieut. J. L. Loyd; Mids. Andrew 
M'Cullock and James Sabben. Eevenge, Killed : Thos. 
Grier and Edward F. Brooks, midshipmen. Wounded : 
Capt. Moorsom ; Lieut. John Berry ; Master Luke 
Brokenshaw ; Captain (Marines) Peter Lely. Swiftsure, 
wounded : Alex, benjamin Handcock, midshipman. De- 
fiance, killed : Lieut. Thomas Simmons ; Boatswain W. 
Forster ; Mid. James Williamson. Wounded : Captain 
Durham ; Mates James Spratt and Bobert Browne ; Mid- 
shipmen J. Hodge and Ed. And. Chapman. Thunderer, 
wounded ; Mate John Snell ; Mid. Alex. Galloway. 

A question having some time since arisen as to whether 
Lord jN^elson went into action with one or more stars on 
his breast, Sir George Westphal, who was a midshipman 
of the Victory in the action, was appealed to, and the fol- 
lowing is his statement : — " From the period of his fla^ 
being noisted at Spithead, at the commencement of hosti- 
lities with France m 1803, to the hour of his death, I have 
no recollection of ever seeing him wear afull-d/ress uniform 
coat on hoard the Victory ^ or elsewhere 5 and I am most 
positive that the coat which his lordship wore on the day 
the battle was fought was an old undress uniform, the 
skirts being lined with white shalloon or linen. The four 
orders that he invariably wore were embroidered on the 
breast of every coat I had ever seen him wear from his 
first hoisting nis flag. They were placed thus **• on the 

left breast of his coat— the order of the Bath being upper- 

q2 
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moBt. I feel persuaded that you cannot have better 
authority than my own for the truth of this disputed 
question, because when I was carried down wounded I 
was placed by the side of his lordship, and his coat* was 
rolled up, and put as the substitute for a pillow under my 
head, wnich was then bleeding very much from the wound 
I had received; and when the battle was over, and an 
attempt made to remove the coat, several of the bullions 
of the epaulette were found to be so firmly glued into my 
hair by the coagulated blood from my wound, that the 
• bullions, four or five of them, were cut off, and left in my 
hair, one of which I have still in my possession." 

There not being sufficient lead in the ship of which to 
make a coffin, the body of Nelson was placea in a leaguer 
filled with brandy. On the arrival of the Victory at 
Gibraltar, on the 28th of October, spirits of wine was 
substituted for the brandy, and in this the mortal remains 
were brought to England. The badly wounded were 
landed at Gibraltar on the 29th, and on tne 3rd of Novem- 
ber, having re-embarked several of the wounded, the Vic- 
tory sailed with her mournful freight, and after a tedious 
passage arrived at Spithead on the 6th of December. 
Here Captain Hardy eventually received orders to convey 
his freight to the Norc. On the 1 1th the Victory stalea, 
but strong easterly winds prevailing, she did not reach 
Sheemess until the 22nd. 

After leaving Spithead, Dr. Beatty represented to Cap- 
tain Hardy the necessity for examining the body of his 
lordship to ascertain if decomposition had taken place, it 
having been reported that the body was not only to lie in 
state at Greenwich Hospital, but tnat the features were to 
be exposed to the public gaze. Captain Hardy having 
assented, the cask was opened and the body taken there- 

* Tho coat and waistcoat (the former still decorated with fimr 
orders and tho epaulettes, as described by Sir Goorgo) are now 
deposited in the Painted Hall at Greenwich. The course taken by 
the fiital bullet is there shown, by the tattered bullion of the epMi- 
lotte. Tho recovery of this relic is in great part attributableto 
Mrs. Horatia Nelson Ward, the hero's adopted daughter, who, 
through the late Sir N. H. Nicolas, made known to his Royml 
Highness Prince Albert that so invaluable a memento of tho de- 
ceased hero was obtainable. The prince immediately ordered the 
coat to bo purchased and prosentod to Greenwich Hospital. 
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from.* During this examination the course and site of 
the ball were ascertained. It had passed through the 
spine, and had lodged in the muscles of the back towards 
the right side, and a little below the shoulder blade. A 
very considerable portion of the gold lace, pad and lining 
of the epaulette, with a piece of the coat, was found 
attached to the ball — ^the lace of the epaulette was as 
firmly so as if it had been inserted in the metal while in a 
state of fusion. The remains, after undergoing examina- 
tion, were wrapped in cotton vestments, and rolled from 
head to foot with bandages of the same material. The 
body, was then put into a leaden coffin, which was filled 
with brandy, hofding in solution camphor and myrrh, and 
placed in the admiraFs cabin. This was subsequentljr de- 
posited in the coffin made from the mainmast of L'Orient, 
and the whole inclosed in a wooden shell. On the 22nd 
the commissioner's yacht belonging to Chatham took! the 
corpse on board, and proceeded with it to Greenwich 
Hospital. 

Dr. Beatty gives the following interesting particulars of 
the hero : — " His lordship had on several occasions told 

* The following singular incident was related to the author by 
the late Captain Edward Williams, who was at the time lieutenant 
of the Victonr. While the Victory was riding at Spithead, waiting 
for orders, the crew being meanwhile busily employed in refitting 
the rigging, a young man introduced himself to the lieutenant as 
an artist, desirous of gathering materials to form a picture of the 
battle of Trafalgar. Lieutenant Williams, being very busv, sent 
the artist into the ward-room, telling him he would find there 
those who, being less occupied, could answer his questions. The 
artist was Mr. A. W. Devis. He had obtained leave firom the 
authorities of the King's Bench, in which he was a prisoner for 
debt, to go to Portsmouth for this purpose. Under such circum- 
stances he was not very anxious to return ; and having ingratiated 
himself with the officers, he was only too happy to find that the 
ship was about to proceed to the eastward, and that he would be 
allowed to remain on board. The surgeon's request suited Ids 
views admirably, and on the removal of the body Devis made a 
drawing of the features, firom which the most faithfiil likeness of 
the hero extant was taken. {See Frontispiece.) The picture of the 
Death of Nelson, now in the Painted Hall at Greenwich, was also 
done by Devis, firom original sketches of the officers therein repre- 
sented, which he took while on board the ship. The original pic- 
ture firom which the print is* taken is in the poseession of Admiral 
6ir Thomas Bladen Oapel, G.C.B. 
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Captain Hard;^ that if lie shonld fall in battle in a foreign 
climate, be wisbed bis body to be conveyed to England ; 
and tbat if bis country sbould tbink pro^ to inter bim 
at tbe public ex|>ense, be wisbed to be onried in St. Paul's, 
as well as tbat bis monument sbould be erected tbere. Ho 
explained bis reasons for preferring St. Paul's to West- 
minster Abbey, wbicb were ratber curious. He said tbat 
be remembered bearing it stated as an old tradition, wben 
be was a boy, tbat Westminster Abbey was built on a spot 
wbcre once existed a deep morass; and be tbougbt it 
likely tbat tbe lapse of time woidd reduce tbe ground on 
wbicb it now stands to its primitive state of a swamp, 
witbout leaving a trace of tbe abbey. He said tbat bis 
observations confirmed tbe probability of tbis event. He 
repeated to Captain Hardy several times during tbe last 
two years of bis life, ' Sbould I bo killed. Hardy, and my 
country not bury me, you know wbat to do witb me,' 
meaning tbat bis body was in tbat case to bo laid by tbe 
side of bis fatber m bis native village of Burnbam 
Tborpe." 

Tbe Doctor adds ;— " An opinion bas been very gene- 
rally entertained, tbat Lord kelson's state of healtn and 
supposed infirmities, arising from bis former wounds and 
bard services, precluded tbe probabili^ of bis long sur- 
viving tbe battle of Trafalgar, bad be fortunately escaped 
tbe enemy's sbot ; but tbe writer of tbis can assert tnat 
bis lordsbip's bealtb was uniformly good, witb tbe excep- 
tion of some sligbt attacks of indisposition, arising from 
accidental causes, and wbicb never continued above two 
or three days, nor confined bim in any degree witb respect 
to eitber exercise or regimen.* During tbe last twelve 
montbs of bis life bo complained only tbreo times in tbis 
way. It is true tbat bis lordsbip, about tbe meridian of 
life, bad been subject to fits of tbe e^out, wbicb disease, 
bowever, as well as bis constitutional tendency to it, be 
totally overcame by abstaining, for tbe space of nearly 
two years, from animal food, and wine, and all otber 

* Theso complaints wore tho consoquonco of indigostion, brought 
on bv writing for several hours together. Ho Imd one of those 
attacks a few days before tho battle, but on resuming hia accus- 
tomed exorcise he got rid of it. This attack ho attributed to sod- 
don and violent spasm, but it was merely an unpleasant symptom 
(fflobus hystericut) attending indigestion. — Dr. Boatty. 
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fermented ^Wp^i confining his diet to vegetables, and 
commonly muK and water. And it is also a fact, that 
early in hfe, when he first went to sea, he left off the use of 
salt, which he then believed to be the sole cause of scurvy, 
and never took it afterwards with his food. 

" He used a great deal of exercise, generally walking 
on deck six or seven hours in the day. He always rose 
early, for the most part shortly after day-break. He 
breakfasted in summer about six, and at seven in the win- 
ter ; and if not occupied in reading or writing dispatches, or 
examining into the details of the neet, he walked the quar- 
ter-deck me greater part of the forenoon, going down to his 
cabin occasionally to commit to paper such incidents or re- 
flections as occurred to him durmg that time, and as might 
be hereafter useful to his country. He dined gener^y 
about half-past two o'clock. At his table there were 
seldom less than eight or nine persons, consisting of the 
different officers oi the ship ; and when the weather and 
the service permitted, he very often had several of the 
admirals and captains in the fleet to dine with him. At 
dinner he was alike affable and attentive to every one — 
he ate very sparingly himself, the liver and taring of a fowl 
and a small plate of macaroni in general composing his 
meal, during which he occasionally took a glass of cham- 

Sagne. He never exceeded four glasses of wine after 
inner, and seldom drank three; and even those were 
diluted with either common or Bristol water. 

" Few men subject to the vicissitudes of a naval life 
equalled his lordship in an habitual systematic mode of 
living. He possessed such a wonderful activity of mind, 
as even prevented him from taking ordinary repose, sel- 
dom enjoying two hours of uninterrupted sleep ; and on 
several occasions he did not quit the deck during the whole 
night. At these times he took no pains to protect him- 
self from the effects of wet, or night air, wearing only a thin 
great coat ; and he has frequently, after having his clothes 
wet through with rain, reftised to have them changed, 
saying, that the leather waistcoat which he wore over his 
flannel one would secure him from complaint. He seldom 
wore boots, and was consequently very liable to have his 
feet wet. When this occurred, he has often been known 
to go down to his cabin, throw off his shoes, and walk on 
the carpet in his stockings for the purpose of drying the 
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feet of them. He chose this uncomfoi:|dblo expedient 
rather than gire his servants the ^uble ot assisting him 
to pnt on fresh stockings. 

'' From these circumstances it may be inferred, that 
thon£;h Lord Nelson's constitution was not of that kind 
which is generally denominated strong, yet it iras not 
▼ery susceptible of complaint from the common occasional 
causes of aisease necessarily attending a naval life. The 
only bodily pain which he felt in consequence of his many 
wounds was a slight rheumatic affection of the stump of 
his amputated arm, on any sudden variation in the state 
of the weather. His lordsnip had lost his right eye by a 
contusion which he received at the siege of Calvi. The 
vision of the other was likewise considerably impaired : 
he always, therefore, wore a green shade over his fore- 
head, to defend this eye from the effects of a strong light ; 
but as he was in the habit of looking much through a 
fflass, there is little doubt that had he lived a few years 
bnger, and continued at sea, he would have lost his sight 
totally." 

From the pott mortem examination, the surgeon ex- 
pressed an opinion that, from the healthy appearance of 
the vital parts, there was every reason to believe that his 
lordship might have lived to a great age. Southey*s con* 
elusion is not less true than sublime. '' He cannot be 
said to have fallen prematurely, whose work was done, 
nor ought he to be lamented wno died so full of honours, 
and at the height of human fi^e. The most triumphant 
death is that of the martyr ; the most awful that of the 
martyred patriot ; the most splendid that of tho hero in 
the hour of victory ; and if the chariot and the horses 
of fire had been vouchsafed for Nelson's translation, he 
could scarcely liave departed in a brighter blaze of glory. 
He has left us not indeed his mantle of inspiration ; but 
a name and an example which are at this hour inspiring 
thousands of the youth of England — a name which is our 
pride, and an example whicn will continue to be our 
shield and our strength." 
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CONCLUSION. 

Our narrative quitted tlie mortal remains of the great 
Nelson on the 22nd of December, 1805, when the coffin 
containing his remains was placed on board the Chatham 
yacht at the Nore. The vessel immediately proceeded up 
the river Thames, the coffin being simply covered with an 
ensign. All the ships in the river lowered their colours to 
the yacht as she passed up ; and at Tilbury and Graves- 
end the forts fired minute guns, the bells tolled, and after- 
wards rang a muffled peal. In the evening of the 23rd 
the body was received by Admiral Lord Hood, Governor 
of Greenwich Hospital, with the greatest privacy, at 
Greenwich, and deposited in a private apartment, where 
it remained imtil the requisite arrangements could be 
made for its lying in state in the Painted Hall. 

On the 4th of January, 1806, the arrangements were 
completed. A platform was erected along the chamber, 
with two divisions, one for ingress and the other for the 
egress of spectators ; at the farther end of which, elevated 
BIX feet, a portion was railed ofi* in the form of a crescent, 
within which a canopy of black cloth was erected, festooned 
with gold. The festoons were ornamented with the plume 
of triumph, the coronet, and the bow of the San Josef; 
and the back field with an escutcheon of his lordship's 
arms, with the motto, " Palmam qui meruit ferat," sur- 
mounted by a laurel wreath, encircling Neptune's trident, 
and a palm branch in saltier; and above the whole a 
golden wreath, with the word " Trafalgar " inscribed^n it. 
Solar rays surrounding his lordship's shield, which bore 
the motto, " Tria juncta in imo," were appropriately inter- 
spersed in the back-ground. The exterior coffin, covered 
with the finest black velvet, was made by Mr. France, of 
Fall Mall, and the emblematical devices were executed 
from designs by Mr. Ackerman, of the Strand. The head- 
piece represents a monument supported by eagles, the 
emblem of victory, with the profile of the hero in bas 
relief, surmoonted by an am, over which reclines the 
figure of grief. At the base are seen the Britiih lion, and 
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next is a yiscoant's coronet. The breast-plat^jB of gold, 
thirteen inches by nine, and after descrioing the hero's 
age and titles, tne inscription runs — " After a series of 
transcendant and heroic services, this gallant admiral fell 
gloriously in the moment of a brilliant and decisive vic- 
tory over the combined fleets of France and Spain, off 
Cape Trafalgar, on the 21|^ of October, 1806." Lower 
down is the first crest granted after the battle of St. Vin- 
cent, with the motto " Faith and works." The last orna- 
ment on the lid is an Egyptian weeping figure, from an 
antique. The numerous other ornaments were of the 
same chaste and appropriate character, the wholo being, 
in the words of the Gazette notico, " the most elegant and 
superb ever seen in Europe." 

The lying in state occupied three days, Sunday, Mon- 
day, and Tuesday, and on each day the hall was crowded 
to suffocation. On Wednesday, the 8th of January, at 
ten o'clock, the heralds and naval officers, appointed to 
assist in the ceremony by water, assembled at the house of 
the Governor of Greenwich Hospital; and at half-past 
twelve the procession, the rear of which extended nearly 
to Woolwich, began to move. The body was placed on 
board the state barge. Every conceivable mark of respect 
was paid as the procession advanced, the Tower guna and 
the gun-boats in the procession firing minute guns. The 
wind was strong and adverse, and the barge did not amve 
at Whitehall stairs till half-past three o'clock. Here the 
body was landed, and afterwards deposited at the Ad- 
miralty, where a largo room was appropriately fitted up 
for its reception. 

On the following day, being Thursday, the 9tli, at twelve 
o'clock, the grand procession towards St. Paul's began to 
mo¥S. The ceremony, thoug:h not at all partaking of the 

gorgeous character of that with which our ^eat military 
ero was lately conveyed to the same resting place, was 
affcctingly suolimo. Soldiers as well as sailors mingled 
their heartfelt regrets over the hero's tomb. All were 
aware that in Nelson the country had sustained a loss of 
the utmost importance, and which might never be sop- 
plied. The universal feeling was one of deep sorrow, 
which the remembrance of the brilliant victory he had 
been so instrumental in gaining could scarcely lessen^ cer- 
tainly not efface. 
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' From the dome of the cathedral depended foreign flags, 
trophies of the hero's victories, their tattered state quietly 
telhng the stoiy of the conquests they denoted. The 
whole formed the most impressive and splendid solemnity 
that had ever been witnessed. 

At thirty-three minutes past five, the coffin descended 
by unseen machinery to its last resting-place.* Anthems, 
composed for the occasion, were sung with overwhelming 
effect ; and that which concluded the mournful ceremony 
ended with " His body is buried in peace," the chorus 
being, "iBxtt his name liveth evebmobe ! " 

Lord Nelson's will and codicils were proved in Doctors* 
Commons on the 23rd of December, 1805, by his brother 
(who was now Earl Nelson), and WilHam Haslewood, Esq., 
the executors. The following is an abstract of the will : — 

Horatio Viscount Nelson, of the Nile, and of Bumham 
Thorpe, in the counly of Norfolk, and Duke of Bronte, in 
the kingdom of Farther Sicily, desires — In the event that 
he shall die in England, to be buried in, the parish church 
of Bumham Thorpe, by the side of his deceased father 
and mother, and in as private manner as may be, unless 
his majesty shall signify it to be his pleasure that his body 
shall be interred elsewhere. 

He gives the sum of £100 to the poor of the several 
parishes of Bumham Thorpe, Sutton, and Norton, in the 
county of Norfolk, "^z. one-third part to each parish ; the 
same to be divided at the discretion of the curates or 
ministers. To Emma Lady Hamilton, widow of the Eight 
Honourable Sir William Hamilton, X.B., his diamond 
star, as a token of his friendship; also the silver cup 
marked E. H. which she presented to him. To his bro- 
ther, the Eev. William Nelson, D.D., the gold box pre- 
sented to bim by the city of London ; also h^ gold sword, 
presented to him by the captains who fought with him at 
the Nile. To his sister Catherine Matcham, the sword 
presented to him by the city of London. To his sister 
Susannah Bolton, the silver cup presented to him by the 
Turkey Company. To A. Davison, of St. James's-square, 
his Tiikish gun, scymetar, and canteen. To his " worthy 

* The coat of Nelson's funeral was fourteen thousand pounds. 
The funeral car was afterwards deposited in the Painted Hall of 
Greenwich Hospital^ but, having been suflTered to go to decay, it 
was broken up about the year 1826. 
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friend," Captain Hardj, all his telescopes and sea glasses, 
and £100. To each of his executors £100. To his bro- 
ther, and William Haslowood, Esq., of Craren-^treet, 
Strand, he gives all the residue of his goods, chattels, and 
personal estate (except the household goods, &c. which 
shall be in his house at Merton, at his decease, and also 
except his diamond sword and jewels, and any other 
articles which he should, bj anj codicil to his will, other- 
wise dispose of ), to hold to them and their executors and 
administrators, upon the trusts following, namelj :— Upon 
trust, that his said trustees and executors shall, as soon as 
may be aflker his death, convert into money such personal 
estate as does not consist of money, and lay out and invest 
the same in the purchase of 3 per cent, consols ; and also 
the money which shall belong to him at his death, so that 
the dividends and interests may produce the clear yearly 
sum of £1,000, of which they shall stand possessed, upon 
trust that, during the life of Frances Herbert, Yiscoontess 
Nelson, his wife, his said trustees do and shall fidlj 
authorize and empower the said Viscountess Nelson, his 
wife, and her assigns, to receive the dividends, when the 
same shall become due, in addition to all other provisions 
made by him at any time heretofore for her, and in addi- 
tion to the sum of £4,000 lately given her, which sums to 
be taken in lieu and satisfaction of all dower, and right 
and title of dower, of her the saick Viscountess Nelson. 
And in case the annual income to be produced from the 
bank annuities, to be purchased with the residue of his 
personal estate, shall bo insufficient to answer and pay the 
sum of £1,000 a year, then the defieiency to be maae up 
to his wife out or his barony, town, and lands in Farther 
Sicily ; so that his said wife may be entitled to receive a 
clear income of £1,000 ; and after the decease of his said 
wife, to divide the said £1,000 unto the said William Nel- 
son, Susannah Bolton, and Catherine Matcham. 

Lord Nelson further directed, that if it should please 
his majesty to grant, in his life-time, a pension or pensions 
to the amount of £1,000 per annum to JLady Nelson* tiien 
the above injunction to raise a sum of money to be vested 
in^tho funds, as a provision for her ladysnip, should be 
void. The estate and dukedom of Bronte were limited in 
such a manner as to accompany the bartmy of Nabon (to 
which limitations the creanon of Earl and Tltoooiit K«l- 
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son, of Trafalgar and of Merton, has been made to corre- 
spond). The insignia of the various orders with which his 
lordship was invested were directed to be transmitted to 
the successive possessors of the barony and dukedom, in 
the nature of neirlooms. The house and furniture at 
Merton, together with seventy acres of the land, were 
given to Lady Hamilton, to revert after her death to his 
lordship's right heirs ; and the residuary estate was be- 
queathed in equal thirds to Earl Nelson, Mrs. Bolton, and 
Mrs. Matcham. 

This will bore date the 10th of May, 1803. Six codicils 
were added in Lord Nelson's handwriting. The codicil 
No. 2 was as follows : — 

" I, Horatio Viscount Nelson, of the Nile, of Bumham 
Thorpe, in the county of Norfolk, and of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and Duke of 
Bronte, in the kingdom of Farther Sicily, having, to 
my last will and testement, which bears date on or about 
the 10th of May, in the year of our Lord 1803, made 
and published a codicil bearing date the 13th day of the 
same month, do make and publish a farther codicil to 
the same last will and testament in manner following :— 
That is to say, I give and bequeath to Miss Horatia Nelson 
Thomson (who was baptized on the 13th day of May last, 
in the parish of St. Mary-le-bone, in the county of Mid- 
dlesex, Dy Benjamin Lawrence, curate, and John Willock, 
assistant-clerk, and whom I acknowledge as my adopted 
daughter,) the sum of £4,000 sterling money of Great 
Britain, to be paid at the expiration of six months after 
my decease, or sooner if possible ; and I leave my dearest 
fnend Emma, Lady Hainilton, sole guardian of the said 
HoratiaNelson Thomson, until she sh^ have arrived to the 
age of eighteen years, and the interest of the said £4,000 
to be paid to Lady Hamilton, for her education and main- 
tenance. This request of guardianship I earnestly make 
to Lady Hamilton, knowing that she will educate my 
adopted child in the paths or religion and virtue, and give 
her those accomplishments which so much adorn herself, 
and I hope make a fit wife for my dear nephew, Horatio 
Nelson, who I wish 1p marry her, if he should prove wor« 
thy, in Lady Hamilton's estimation, of such a treasure as 
I am sure eae will be. Farther, I direct that the legacies 
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by this my codicil, as well as those bv my last will and 
testament, given and bequeathed, shall be paid and dis- 
changed from and out of my personal estate only, and 
shall not be charged, or chargeable, upon my real estates 
in the United Kingdom of Great Britam ana Ireland, and 
in the kingdom of Farther Sicily, or any or either of 
them, or any part thereof. In all other respects* I ratify 
and confirm my said last will and testament and former 
codicil. In witness whereof, I, the said Horatio Viscount 
Nelson and Duke of Bronte, have to this codicil, all in my 
own handwriting, and contained in one sheet of paper, set 
my liand and seal this sixth day of September, in tne year 
or our Lord one thousand eight hundred and three." 

Tho above was transmitted to Mr. Haslewood, with the 
following letter marked No, 3.— 

"Private for yourself — and most secret. — My dear 
Ilaslcwood, I send you homo a codicil to my will, which 
you will not communicate to any person breathing, as I 
would wish you to open, read it, and if not drawn up pro- 
perly, Rcnd me a copy, and I will execute it. It is possible 
that my personal estate, after the disposal of the furniture 
at Morton, may not amount to £4,000 ; and sooner than 
this legacy, or any otlier, should ^o unpaid, I would sad- 
dle Bronte, or any other estate, with the legacies. I only 
mention this as a thing which mi^ht happen, and I want 
to give several other small legacies, and to oontinno tho 
annuity of one hundred pounds a year to poor blind 
Mrs. iNclson. 

" I liavo pretty nearly settled all my Bronte matters, 
and althougn I shall not probably at present be able to 
get tho value of it, yet I am secure to be regularly paid 
my £3,0(X) p. year net. Bum it when read." 

Tho fourth codicil ran : — " I, Horatio Viscount Nelson 
and Duke of Bronte, &c, &c. &c., do hereby give and 
beaucath to my dear friend Emma, l4idy«IIaimlton, 
widow of the Eight Hon. Sir William Hamilton, K.B., 
the net yearly sum of five hundred pounds, to be paid 
and c<^>n8idcrcu as a tax upon the rental of my estate at 
Bronte, in Sicily, to be paid every six months, tho first to 
be paid in advance, and so conthiue for and during the 
term of her natural life, and however I may in my will 



LIFJi OF LOBD NBX.90K. 2^9 

have disposed of Bronte, I declare this as a codicil to my 
said will ; and it is my intent, notwithstanding any want 
of legal forms, of which I am ignorant, that the above net 
sum should be paid to the said Emma Hamilton as I have 
before wrote. JDated on board his majesty's ship Victory, 
at sea, this nineteenth day of February, one thousand eight 
hundred and four.'* 

The fifth was : — " I desire that the sum of one hundred 
pounds sterling money of Great Britain, may be annually 
paid unto the reputed widow of my brother Maurice 
JN^elson, by whatever name she may assume ; and if I have 
not the means to pay this sum exclusive of my other 
legacies, I then trust that my friend Alexander Davison 
will pay it for me regularly every year, and to be paid 
quarterly as it is paid at present. I declare this a codicU 
to my will, this seventeenth day of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and four." 

The sixth : — " I hereby confirm my last will and testa- 
ment, bearing date on or about May 13th, 1803, and 
confirm anew my legacy to Lady Emma Hamilton, and 
to my adopted daughter, Horatia Nelson Thomson. And 
I further give to my dear friend Emma Hamilton, widow 
of the Eight Hon. Sir William Hamilton, K.B., the sum 
of two thousand pounds sterling, and to my secretary, 
John Scott, Esq.,* the sum of one hundred pounds, to buy 
a ring or some token of my remembrance, and I request 
he "mil, with Captam Hardy, take care of papers and 
effects (for my executors). Ajid I give to my friend, the 
"Rev'. Alexander John Scott, the sum of two hundred 
pounds sterling. Dated on board the Victory, in the 
Gulf of Falma, Sardinia, Pecember nineteenth, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and four. Nelson akd^^bonte." 

The last, dated Sept. 11, 1805, gave Lady Hamilton all 
the hay belonging to him at Merton, and in Wimbledon 
parish. 

The debates in the House of Commons as to the best 
mode of paying respect to the representatives of Nelson, 
in reward lor nis unparalleled services, terminated in a 
grant of 5,000Z. per annum, permanently annexed to the 
earldom, which had been conferred on the eldest brother, 
and of 120,000 J. in money, including 10,000/. to each of 
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his lordship's sisters, Mrs. Bolton and Mrs. Matcham. 
With this grant the estate of Stanlvnch, near Salisborj, 
was purch^ed for the family, ana is now called, from 
the great victory, " Trafalgar." Through the exer- 
tions of Mr. Abraham Goldsmid, one-sixteenth of the 
320,(XX)/. voted by parliament, aa a reward to the seamen 
and marines who conquered at Trafalgar, for the loss of 
their prizes, was appropriated to the use of Lord Nelson's 
sisters. 

In addition to the will and codicils just given. Lord 
Nelson, on the day of his death, drew up a paper, of which 
the following is a copy :— 

*' October 2l8t, 1805. Then m siaht of the combined 
jUeU of Fra/nce and Spain, distant aoout ten miles. 

** Whereas the emment services of Emma Hamilton, 
widow of the Eight Ilonourable Sir William Hamilton, 
have been of the very greatest service to my king and 
country, to my knowledge, without ever receiving any 
reward from either our kmg or country :— 

'' First, that she obtained the king of Spain's letter in 
1796 to his brother the king of Naples, acquainting him 
of his intention to declare war against England; from 
which letter the ministry sent out orders to the then Sir 
John Jervis to strike a stroke, if opportunity oflfered, 
against either the arsenals of Spain other fleets. That 
neither of these was done is not the faulf of Lady Hamil- 
ton : the opportunity mi^ht have been offered. 

** Seconoly. The British fleet under my command 
could never nave returned the second time to Egypt, had 
not Lady Hamilton's influence with the queen of rfaiples 
caused letters to be wrote to the governor of Syracuse, 
that he was to encourage the ^eets bein^ supplied with 
everytliingPshould they put into any port m Sicily. We 
put into Syracuse, and received every supply ; went to 
Egypt, and destroyed the French fleet. 

'' Uould I have rewarded these services, I would not 
now call upon my country ; but as that has not been in my 
power, I leave Emma, Lady Hamilton, therefore, a legacy 
to my king and country— that they will give her an ample 
provision to maintain ner rank in life. 

" I also leave to the beneflcence of my oountry my 
adopted daughter Horatia Nelson Thomson, and I desire 
she will use m future the name of Nelson only. 
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" These are the only favours I ash of- my Mng and 
country at this moment when I am going to fight their 
battle. 

" May God bless mj king and country^ and all those 
I hold dear ! My relations it is needless to mention j tkey 
will of course be amply provided for. 

"JSTblson and Bbontb." 

'^ " Witness, Henry Blackwood, T. M. Hardy." 

The foregoing document naturally leads to the inquiry: 
" Who was Lord Nelson's adopted child P " The following 
letter will, in one particular, supply th^ answer ; it is 
dated " Victory, October 19th, 1805," the priginal of which 
we have seen and handled :— 

"My dearest angel, — I was made happy by the pleasure 
of receiving yoiu* letter of September 19th, and I rejoice 
to hear that you are so very good a girl, and love my dear 
Lady Hamilton, who most dearly loves you. Give her a 
kiss for me. The combined fleets of the enemy are now 
reported to be coming out of Cadiz; tmd therefore I an- 
swer your letter, my dearest Horatia, to mark to you thiat 
you are ever uppermost in my thoughts. I shall be sure 
of your prayers for my safety, conquest, and speedy 
returji to dear Merton, and our dearest good Lady Ha- 
milton. Be a gdifl. girl— mind what Miss Connor says to 
you. Eeceive, my aearest Horatia, the afiectionate pa- 
rental blessing of your father, 

"Nelson mid Bkonte." 

It is clear from this letter, that Nelson regarded the 
child in the light of a daughter, and those who have the 
pleasure of the acquaintance of the lady in question (now 
the mother of a large family, and exemplary %ife of the 
Bev. Philin Ward, vicar of Tenterden) will at once admit 
its probability, from the strong resemblance she beaars to 
the various portraits of Nelson. A late writer* has been 
bold enough to state that he has imravelled the mystery 
surroundingher birth, and that Lady Hamilton hras the 
mother of jfforatia. Mr. Pettigrew, however, does not 
advance one argument in support of his assumption that 

* Thomas Joseph Pettigrew, F.B.S., F.S.A., &c., author of 
^'Memoirs ofthe Life of Nelson/.' 2 vols. 1S49. ' 

E 
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bafl not long been exploded by those to whom Nelson was 
best known. It is no new theory, but tlio revival of an 
old and discai^ed one. 

Another paHy has stated, upon the alleged authority of 
the late Sir Thomas Hardy, tnat Horatia is the daughter 
of the sailmaker of the Elephant, and that the child was 
bom during the battle of Copenhagen. In either case, 
concealment of the birth would have been unnecessary. 
As Lady Hamilton was cohabiting with her husband, tlie 
ehild, under any circumstances, if hers, would have been 
Horatia Hamilton ; and the husband who could so far 
connive at hi) wife's dishonour as to allow her to be 
«ecretiy delivered of a child, would surely not havo repu- 
diated the spurious offspring. Sir William, though an old 
man, could not have been so much in his dotage as to 
have been ignorant of his wife's condition had such been 
the case ; and being aware of it, his dishonour would not 
have been diminished by concealment. 

A reference to a preceding page* will, however, show 
what Sir William Hamilton^ feeling was on his death- 
bed. Had Nelson, on the other hand, adopted the orphan 
of a seaman of the Elephant, there would have been no 
necessity for disguise. The child mi^ht have been reared in 
any way her patron thought fit, without any mystery or 
scandal attacning to the afiair. Sir Ibmris Nicolas has, 
wo think, ably and satisfactorily demonsMted the absurdity 
of the latter supposition by proving that the child was 
bom some montlis prior to the Copenhagen action, as he 
has also denied the probability of the former assumption. 

The mystery, however, remains unresolved. Lady 
Hamilton, to tne last, persisted in declaring that Horatia 
was Lord Nelson's daughter ; and in a codicil to her will, 
dated in 1808, she describes her as " the child who would 
have had a father if ho had not gone forth to fight his 
country's battles." 

" There is, however, a still more extraordinary written 
statement," savs Nicolas, ** on the subiect by Laay Hamil- 
ton. On the 30th August, 18r^f5, Lora Nelson called very 
early in the morning at Mr. Salter'n, the silyersnaith, in 
the otrand,t and purchased a silver cup for Horatia ; and 

• See p. 194, ante. 

t Now Messrs. Widdowsdn and Veale't. 
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there is, in the possession of Mrs. Salter, a paper in the 
handwriting of Lady Hamilton, which has been examined 
by the editor, containing the following statements : * The 
victor of Aboukir, Copenhagen, and Trafalgar, &c. &o. &c., 
the glorious, the great, and good Nelson, nought this for 
his daughter Horatia Nelson, August 30th, 1805. She 
used it till I thought it proper for her to lay it by as a 
sacred relic. Emma Hamiltok. 

" ' She is the daughter — the true and beloved daughter 
of Viscount Nelson ; and if he had hved, she would have 
been all that his love and fortune could have made her ; 
for nature has already made her perfect, beautiful, good, 
and amiable. Heb motheb was too gbeat to be men- 
tioned ; but her father, mother, and Soratia, had a true 
and virtuous friend in 

Emma Hamilton.'" 

After duly weighing all the circumstances, we are ready 
to record our firm conviction that Horatia Nelson Thom- 
son, now Mrs. Ward, although the daughter of Lord 
Nelson, was not the child of Lady Hamilton, and cer- 
tainly not of the sailmaker's wife. In this conviction we 
speak the opinion of the late Sir Thomas Hardy, who 
stated in the author's presence that, had he known at the 
period of Lord Nelson's death that which he knew subse- 
q^uently, Horatia, or Mrs. Ward, would have had a pen* 
sion. But, under whatever circumstances the child 
adopted by Lord Nelson came into existence, and what- 
ever crimes may be laid to the charge of her parents, she, 
at least, was guiltless. Nelson, by a written document, 
commended the child to the care and beneficence of the 
country in the cause of which he was about to offer up 
his life. He asked, as one of two favours, the pro- 
tection of the country for his daughter — for one whom 
he almost with his latest breath acknowledged as such. 
His last wish was disregarded ! No mark of attention, 
no acknowledgment of the hero's bequest, was ever be- 
stowed upon her. It is not, however, too late to redeem 
the country's honour from this slur of base ingratitude 
towards one of her noblest defenders ; and if these lines 
contribute to that desirable end, our labour will have been 
well bestowed and amply recompensed. 
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*1W pdblac dbaneter of Lord Kekon/' saj his 
rarir biocraplias* "•• a ewai naral offieer, is without a 
pBnilllel in me age m whick he fired. The trplendonr of 
Dii profoaaoiMi ciecr pioeec ded from the uniform zeal by 
vhftdii his cKMidiict waa inspired, and the profound jad|^- 
■enfi and matiiK reflection br whidi that zeal was disci- 
pCbiied. His aiddkt mind was always intent on the one great 
clbject of dnttr whieh was at anj time before him : ' It is to 
the daj of battle.' he constanttr repeated, a short time pre- 
riocu to his death, — ' it is to the daj of battle, and only to 
that dsT. that I anxiooslj look.' Like an experienced 
warrior and a ereat poUtician, he nerer steerea a middle 
conrie, nor ad^rted half measores. Captain Blackwood 
ftud of hinu * As &r as mj judgment Roes, I am sure 
L^rd Nelson was the greatest and best admiral this conn- 
trv conid cTer boast. He goremcd those who were mider 
him br the most gratifjinj^ acts of kindness endcaTonrinf? 
to make all sorts of senice as pleasant a) circumstances 
would admit. His discernment also made him assign to 
CTcrj officer that serrice for which his abilities were best 
calculated ; and though he would hare dut j done, yet ha 
nerer drew the cord too tight. He carried on the antj of 
a commander-in-chief, by iSdressing himself to the feeluigs 
of those under him, on which he so well acted, that every 
officer and man Tied who should do hi^ best : and I am 
quite persuaded he succeeded in making bad officers so 
satisfied with themselves, that he reformed many, and 
from all produced more real service than any other admiral 
ever did, or ever will do.* 

" His intrepid spirit and sound judgment bore down 
obstacles whicii would have impeded common minds, and 
> proved the truth of his favourite opinion, that persever- 
ance in the race which is set before us will generally 
meet with its reward even in this life : ' Without having 
any inheritance/ to use his o^n words, ' I have received 
all the honours of my profession, have been created a peer 
of Great Britain, &c., and I may therefore say to the reader, 
Go thou, and do likewise.' 

" No commander-in-chief ever struggled more uniformly 

than he did to oppose that overruling political interest 

at home, which prevented an admiral from rewarding 

merit, when the very apirlt of the service required it, 

and called on him to pTefterre a ^csiyQt«i«iscQ\B^&i;»i. through- 
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out Ills fleet. His letters to the different ministers de- 
monstrate his judicious feelings on that increasing evil. 
Nelson frequently brought forward officers of great and 
distinguished ability, whom he had scarcely seen : * You 
must be sensible/ said he, when writing to a great states- 
man then at the Admiralty, * that a commander-in-chief 
must have the power of rewarding merit, if he wishes for 
good conduct in the fleet. I am sure I need say no more 
to your lordship upon this subject. We must think 
aiiice* 

" His anxious care of the public money, and his atten- 
tion to an economy of it, never contracted his mind, nor 
rendered him callous to the feelings and comfort of his men. 
If he had treasure at any time on board, he was always 
restless until it had reached its destination : yet though 
so vigilant a steward of the nation's wealth, he equally 
reprobated that occasional disposition for parsimony which 
periodically affected the energies of the British govern- 
ment. * Care must be taken,' said he, ' not to be penny 
wise and pound foolish.' He also particularly complained 
of old, unprincipled men being allowed to retain situations 
abroad, of great national importance. One of his letters 
on this sulyect thus concludes, * We should have younger 
men, of honour and of business : if they are money- 
making men, they ought not to be appointed.* 

" Like all men of great genius and sanguine minds, the 
prejudices of Lord N'elson were strong, and sometimes, 
when unfairly worked upon, unconquerable. The exqui- 
site tenderness of his mmd, unwarped by their force, ex- 
tended to aU with whom he was connected, and operated 
powerfully on their hearts. The grateful address of the 
barge's crew of the Foudroyant,* on his return to Eng- 

* Before the Foudroyant sailed from Leghorn for Mahon, Lord 
Nelson received, on the 26th June, 1800, the following charac- 
teristic letter : — " My Lord, — It is with extreme concern we find 
you are about to leave us. We have been with you, although not 
m the same ship, in every engagement your lordship has been in 
both by sea and land ; and most humbly beg of your lordship to 
permit us to go to England as your boat's crew, in any ship or 
vessel, or in any way tlmt may seem most pleasing to your lord- 
ship. My lord, pardon the rude style of seamen who are but little 
acquainted with writing ; and believe us to be, my lord, your ever 
humble and obedient servants, 

Barge's Cre^t oy 'SiSE.^Q.^i^^Q^^^'^^^ 
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land in 1800, affords an intereBtin^ proof of it. When- 
ever he found himself disappointed in any person of whom 
he had formed too fayourable an opinion, ne rarely suffered 
it to appear by a change in his behaviour — that the rou- 
tine or service might continue to Rlide on smoothly, and 
the harmony which prevailed in his fleet might remain 
uninterrupted. 

** The whole character of this great admiral' was con- 
summated by his uniform sense of the blessed tenets of 
Christianity. This raised his mind above those mean and 
ignoble passions which depress the abiUties of so great 
a portion of mankind, and rendered him superior to many 
of his contemporaries, because he acted on a superior 
principle. In every work, therefore, which he undertook, 
m the service of his king and country, he did it, in the 
language of the sacred historian, 'with all hiii heart' 
The fame of Nelson will endure as long as the name of 
his country shall be pronounced, in new ages of the worlds 
by future generations of men. Let posterity consecrate 
his memory by emulating the perfection of his public 
character and the disinterested zeal of his conduct ; and 
should the time arrive, when on our native land we shall 
be called to protect the tomb of Nelson, and t^e liberties 
which he died to save, may his immortal spirit hover 
around us, and with the blessing of God's providence lead 
us to victory."* 

Among the numerous statues and monuments raised to 
the memory of Nelson, none possesses greater merit than 
that which the citizens of London erected in Guildhall ; 
and we think the description of it the most fitting con- 
clusion to our present humble labours. 

This monument was opened to view on the 9th of No- 
vember, 1810. The group consists of three figures — 
Britannia weeping over a oust of Nelson — (executed by 
the Hon. Anne Seymour Darner, by whom it was pre- 
sented to the city of London) — the City recording Us 
Victories — and Neptune leaning on a dolphin. The battle 
of Trafalgar is represented on the pedestal, in basso 
relievo, with a sketch of Lord Collingwood's ship after 
the action. The inscription, written by Bichard Kinsley 
Sheridan, is as follows : — 
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TO HORATIO, VISCOUNT AND BARON NELSON, 

Vice- Admiral of the White, and Knight of the Most Honourable 

Order of the Bath. 
A Man amongst the few who appear 
At different periods to have becoi created 
To promote the grandeur and add to the secmity of Nations ; 
Inciting by their high example their fellow-mortals, 
Through all succeodSig times, to pursue the course 
That leads to the exaltation of our imperfect nature. 
Providence, that implanted in Nelson's breast an ardent pas- 
sion for renown, as bounteously endowed him with the transcen- 
dent talents necessary to the great purposes he was destined to 
accomplish. At an early period of ufe ne entered into the naval 
service of his country ; and early were the instances which marked 
the fearless nature and enterprise of his character, vmiting to the 
loftiest spirit and the justest title to self-confidence a strict and 
humble obedience to the sovereign rule of discipline and subor- 
dination. Rising by due gradation to command, he infused into 
the bosoms of uicne he led the valorous ardour and enthvisiastic 
zeal for the service of his King and Coimtry which animated his 
own ; and while he acquired the love of all by the sweetness and 
moderation of his temper, he inspired a universal confidence in the 
never-failing resources of his capacious mind. It will be for history 
to relate the many great exploits through which, solicitous of peril, 
and regardless of wounds, he became the glory of his profession ! 
But it belongs to this brief record of his illvistriovis career to say, 
that ho coihmanded and conquered at the Battles of the Nile 
and Copenhagen, Victories never before equalled, yet after- 
wards surpassed by his own last achievement, the Battle of 
Trapalgab, fought on the 21st of October, 1805. On that day, 
before the conclusion of the action, he fell mortally wounded ; but 
the sources of life and sense failed not until it was known to him 
that the destruction of the enemy being completed, the glory of 
his country and his own had attained their summit. Then laying 
his hand on his brave heart, with a look of exalted resignation to 
the will of the Supreme Disposer of the Fate of Man and Nations, 
he expired. 

The Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council of the 

City of London 

Have caused this mommient to be erected, 

Not in the presumptuous hope of sustaining 

The departed Hero's memory. 

But to manifest their estimation of the Man 

And their admiration of his deeds. 

This testimony of their Gratitude, they trust. 

Will remain as long as their own renowned City shall exist. 

The period to Nelson's Fame can only be 

the end of time ! 
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